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teen miles wide, and his account of the phenomenon is that the
darkness of the rain was due tosoot from the manufacturing towns
of North England and South Scotland,which remained suspended
inthe drifting clouds until they broke.

GENERAL. ' *
"

.'
Letter from the Author of

"
Who Fears to Speak of

'98?"— -Anything fromthe,author of thisimmortal song, the words
andmusic of which we publishedas a supplement to our '98 num-
ber,willbe readwithinterest by everyIrishman. The Boston Globe
of'arecent datehad the following reference to,andletter from, the
venerable author :— Dr. John Rolls Ingram, L.L.D.. vice-provo3tof ,
Trinity College, Dublin, the venerable author of the stirringpoem
which will this yearbe therallying cry of the scattered children of ,
the Irishrace,has been much"interested in the sketch of his life,
publishedin the Globe, accompanying the music and words of his.
famous song. He has taken occasion toexpress his gratificationia
thefollowingletter :—":

— "
John O'Callaghan,Esq., Boston' Globe, Bos-

ton,Mass., U.S.A. Dear Sir,
—
Ibeg to thank youfor the tookind

things youhave said of me in your article in theBoston Sunday
Globe of the 6thof March, and for your courtesy in sending me
copiesof thepaper containing the article. The biographicalparti-
culars giveninit— thoughnot inall respectsexact— are muchmore
correct thansome thathaveappearedinEnglish andIrish journals.
There is much tobe said on thepolitical topics to which yourefer,
andImay in the future find anopportunityof explainingmy views
on thesesubjects morefully thanIhaveyetdone.

—
Believeme tobe,

dearsir, faithfully yours, JuhnK.Ingkam.

A LESSON FOR THE WEAK.

Do you see that locomotive engine standing on the side-track.
Somethinghas brokenriown about it. There is not a hiss of steam
fromits valves;itis still and cold as a dead whale on a beach;it
can't drawa train;itcan't even moveitself. Now, tellme, do you
believe that any amount of tinkering and hammering atit would
make itgo1 Not abit. Nothingonearth willmakeitgo except
steam in the boiler, and even that won't unless the engine is in
order. Everybody knows that, you say. Do they ? Then why
don't they act on thi3 principlein everycase whereitapplies?

Here issuch a case. Writing concerninghis wife, a gentleman
says:"Inthe autumnof 1880 my wife fell into a low, desponding
state through family bereavement. Her appetite waspoor,and no-
food,however light, agreed with her. After eating she had pain
and tightness at the chest, and a senseof fullness as if swollen
around the waist. She wasmuch troubled with flatulence, andhad
pain at the heart and palpitation. At times she was so prostrated
that she was confined to her room for days together, andhadbarely
strength tomove.

IkAt first sheconsulted adontor atPerryHill,but gettingworse,
she went to see aphysician atNewcastle. Thelatter gaveher some
relief, but ht'.ll she did not get her strength vp;and after being
under his treatment for six months she discontinued going to him.
Better and worse,she continued to suffer for over a year, when she
heardof Mother Seigel's Curative Syrup. Shebegan taking it,and
soonherappetiterevived andherfoodgaveher strength. Ina short
time she was quite anew woman. Since that time (now nearly
twelve ago) Ihave always kepb this medicine in the house,
andif any of my family ail anything a few doses puts us right.

—
Yours truly, (Signed) George Walker, Grocer, etc., FerryHill,near-
Durham, October 25th, 1893."

We call attention especially to those words in Mr. Walker's
letter which are printed in Italics. You canpick them ont at a
glance. Theyshowhow fullyhe understands wherehumanstrength
comes from— thatit comes from digested food and not from any
medicines the doctor or any one else cangive us. Let us haveno
mistake or confusion of mind on this importantpoint.

For example.Mrs. Walker wasill with indigestionanddyspepsia.
Her symptoms and how she suffered; her husband tells us. The
disease destroyed her power to obtain any strength fromfood, and
Nature suspendedher appetiteinorder that she maynot make
worse by eating what,could only ferment in the stomach and fill
her bloodwith the resultingpoisons. The only outcomeof such a
stateof things mud be painand weakness— weakness which, con-
tinued long enough, must endin absolute prostration and certain
death. ,

Well, then, she failed to getup her strength under the treat-
ment of either doctor. Why 1 Simply because themedicines they
gave her

—
whatever they may have been— did not cure the torpid

and inflamed stomach. If they hadcured it then she would have
got upher strength exactlyas she afterwards did whenshe took
Seigel's Syrup. But the trouble is this: Medicines that will do
this arerare. Iftho doctors possess them they woulduse them,and
cure peoplewith them, of course. Mother Seigel's is one of ihete
rare andeffectivemedicines. Ifthere is another as good thepublic
has notyet been made acquainted with the fact. Buteven the
Syrup does not impart strength; it is not a so-called "tonic;"
there is no such thing. It(the Syrup) cures the disease,drives out
thepoison,repairsthe machine.

Then comes the appetite (all of itself) and digestion ■and
strength. You see the order— the' sequence. Yes. Well, please
bear itinBlind. The mechanics set the engine in order; then the'"
stoker getsup thehteain.

Andof thehuman body— the ncblest of allmachines— Mother
Seigel's Syrup is the skilledmechanic. #

rt*

The Chinese Government have signed an agreement with a
British syndicate for a loan for the construction of railways in
China,

didnotplantaverage crops. The clerk of theUnion, Oughtorard,
states that upwards of 900 families didnot plant average crops.
The clerk of theUnion,CastletownBerehaven,is of opinion that
thenumber of families which did notplant averagecrops is very
large. In the Clifden Union 800 families were unable to plant
average crops, and 1,700 families in the same union only planted
average crops withcharitable and other externalaid. The Chair-
manof theunionhas given me this information on April14. As
regards thefuture of theoutlook there canbeno more alarming
circumstances than this inabilityof the people to sow their crops,
and that ia whyIask the Government to provide-for next year.
The people in the distressed regions, having lived for twelve
months on insufficient and diseased food,are now suffering from
thoseepidemics whichpray onthebodies of insufficiently nourished
people. It was a reproach to the Government that the people
shouldbe left in this condition. At thepresent time we hear a lot
about the condition of Cuba,and wecan see one of the greatest
nations in the worldaboutto takethe awfulstep of declaring war
inorder toendacondition of things not even asbadas that which
prevailsinConnemara. Iappealmost confidently to the Council to
pass the resolutionwhich stands inmy name,and which is a last
appeal to the Government to do its duty, as these unfortunate
people must be supported either from public funds or private
oharity until August 1:

"That ,this Council b?gs to direct the
immediate attentionof her Majesty's Government to the acute and
widespread distress and

'
destitution at present existing in the

counties of Kerry,Cork,Mayo, andGalway. That wecall uponthe
Government to send immediate relief and take such steps as may
preventa faminein these districts before the present crop comesto
maturity,and toenable thesepoor peopleto make provisionfor the
coming winter andspring months of next year." Weneed hardly
add'that the resolution waspa&sed.

Assisting itlie St. Vincent de Paul Society.— a most
successful bazaar and fete was held at the Rotunda, Dublin,
recently, in. aid of the exhausted funds of the Society of St.
Vincent dePaul, theDublin conferences of which during the past
year visited and relieved 5,55S poor families, consisting of 22,634
individuals,and wereobliged torefuse many other deserving cases
through want of funds. The bazaar was opened by the Lord
Mayor, and there was a very large attendance. The room was
arranged with scenery to represent OldParis, asi+ wasat thetiiiia
of the foundationof the Society. Theru was the Church of Notre
Dame,besides that of St. Sulpice, the Hospitaldes Invalidesbelow
the Bastille,and the Madeleine was represented in.the circle of
buildings that extend around the historic Round Room. The
Archbishopof Dublin,enclosing a cheque for £25, wroteas follows
toMr. Carton, Presidentof the Society:— People nowadays are so
easily attractedbynew formsof charitable work thatIam some-
times apprehensiveof a serious falling-ofn in the support given to
our old and tried charitable organisations. The poor of Dublin
oouldill afford any curtailment of therelief which the generosity
ofthepublic,as wellasof its own members, hasnow for so many
years enabled your Society to give. Apart from the substantial
aiiinmoney whichitmaybe relied on to bring to your funds, the
bazaar will have the further advantageof keeping the Society and
its work from being forgotten or overlooked by the public. You
willkindly excusemy delay in writingthis letter. The fact is that
Ihavebeen obliged during the last few weeks to give a good deal
of consideration to the question whether bazaars can any longer
continue to be sanctioned as means of raising funds for Catholic
purposes in this diocese. Undoubtedly abuses,some of themof a
veryseriouskind,havebeen allowed tocreep inwithin the last few
years. If there is not a speedy and effective reformitwill become
my duty to do what hus already had to be done elsewhere, by
refusing altogether my sanction to bazaars, or to works, however
good,inaidof which theyareheld. lam veryconfident,however,
that in connection with the projected bazaar in aid of the St.
Vincent dePaul Society there "will b9nothing that could tend to
hasten the takingof such a step. ButIam bound to add Iam
not without fear that the taking of it must be looked upon as
inevitablein thenear future.

LOUTH.— New Church atTullyallen.— A memorable and
impressive ceremony took place on April 17, whenhis Eminence
Cardinal Logue laid the foundation of a newchurch atTullyallen,
CountyLouth,inthepresence of a largenumberof the clergyofthe
archdiocese,theMayorof Drogheda, theHigh Sheriff, themembersof
tieCorporationsof DundalkandDrogheda,andanimmense gathering
of people from the surrounding districts. The newchurch, when
completed, will be dedicated to St.Christian O'Conarchy, the first
Abbot of historic Mellinfont-Abbey, the ruins of whicharo inthe
immediate neighbourhood. After the ceremony of laying the
foundation-stone High Mass was celebrated in theoldchurch, his
Eminence presiding. Atthe conclusion of thefirst G-ospel,theRev.
T. A. Finlay, S.J., preached the sermon of the day. He took for
his textthe followingpassage ::

— "'
Ihavechosen andhavesanctified

this place thatMy Name maybe there for ever." The preacher,in
eloquent language, reviewedthehistory of Mellifont,and appealed
to the congregation to assist the Rev. Father Taaffe to erect a
church which would be a fitting monument of the faith and
fidelity of those to whom the traditions of old Mellifont had
descended, and who, in passing them on, had proved themselves
worthyof theinheritance. At three o'clock Benediction wasgiven
by the CardinalPrimate fromanenclosed altar onthe green sward
adjoining the ancient andhistoric abbey. The ceremony wasmost
solemn and impressive, it being the first time for 359 years that a
Catholic celebration took place there. The Mayor and members of
the Corporations of Drogheda, with the civic sword andmace, kuelt
in front of the altar.

MEATH— A fall of
"

Black Rain."— A fall of <;black
rain" occurred one day in Meath recently. A number of people
sawit,and its fall wasprecededbytwo thunderclaps. One gentle-
man' said it fell over an areaof country thirty miles long-by six-
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