
revival to pass over England in 1873-1875 and
1883-1884. He is now in the sere and yellow leaf

—
61 yearsold

and finds himself face to face with the black-looking problem of
dealing with the churchless masses

—
thepagan populationof Eng-

land and theUnitedStates. The New ZealandPresbyterian organ,
the Christian Oittlooh, quotes him as saying that the Protestant
churches arehalf empty becauseministers, insteadof preaching the
Gospel, are plaguing their congregations with

"pulpit essays and
politicaldiscussions." The people,therefore, "goawayempty,and
stay away." They "like doctrinal subjects";and the way to win
themback is to

"preachthe olddoctrines faithfully
""—

repentance,
atonement, regeneration, the law, love,faith, hope, justice, graoe
the resurrection, and generally, "the great fundamentaltruths of"
Christianity, from which," saysMr. Moody, "inmanyplaces, the
(Protestant) churches seem tobe separating, with the result that
their audiences are depleted, and the power of the pulpit gone."
Ritualists, with their nearer approachto Catholicdogmatic teach-
ing and liturgy, seem to be securing abetter hold onthe ear andey«
and heart of themasses inEngland;but the lamentableabsenceof
definite doctrinal teaching in thepulpitsof theEvangelicalsand of
the great body of the dissenting sects

— coupled with the action of
Godless schools

—
-is undoubtedly in great part responsible for the

fast-growing unbelief and indifference which are spreading
among theEnglish people. The great Evangelicalorgan, theBock,
says that

"
in this England of ours, at the endof this century, so

marked byadvance inall directions,there aremillions uponmillions
as utterlyunsaved as the wildest savage roaming the forests of
Africa." The Church Review deplores the woful weakening
of the faith among therural population inEngland, and applies to
them the words whichHeber wroteof pagan lands :—:

—
"'

Where every prospect pleases,
And only man is vile."* * *

Thedecline inchurch-going is anold-standing complaint in the
Anglican Establishment. The Church Times dealt with thepro-
blemin 1895. In the followingyear the St.James's Gazettehad a
lively controversy on the subject in its columns. In the same year
the N< iccastlr Daily Chronicle published a comparative census of
church-attendancein thatcity aDd Gateshead for Sunday, March 30
1851, Sunday October 2,1881, and Sunday July 12, 18'J6. Between
1851 and 18% the populationof the two places had increased by
200,000. Yet only 13,000 persons were added to the attendanc9
at churches. In the 15 years from 1881 to ISO6, about 100,000 perj
sonshadbeen added to thepopulation;but, were itnot for the vast
increase of theCatholicreturns, '" there wouldhave been," said the
Chronicle, "an absolute decrease in the total number of persons
attending places of worship of allkinds." As it was, not one per-
son in ten went to church on Sunday in Newcastle. The London
Daily Chronicle published,in Aprilof last year,a clergyman's letter
addressed to theBishopof London, pointingout avastly moredeplor-
ablestate of things in thirty-nine churches whichlie within the city
walls. Itis impossible to view without a feelingof uneasiness or
dismay the steady advanceof the tide of practical infidelity. The
only redeeming feature in the melancholy prospect is the splendid
manner in which Catholics have stood every test of comparative
attendance,and the dailyevidenceof the advance which the Church
is making in a land that may.afterall, once again meiit its old
title of "Our Lady's Dowry."

die young,but when they survive they areoften-
times given to driving full tilt at some darlingbit of history or

A FRESH
ATTEMPT ON

SHAKESPEARE.

EVEN in the ranks of literary workers there are
many persons of the type of Jim Smiley in Mark
Twain's Jumping Frog

—
with the bump of con-

tradictionabnormally developed. They frequently

tfEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Friday,February 18,1898"*
largeamount, both in money andreal estate. We are accustomed
to hear of peopleleavingumbrellas, bags,hats,bicycles, andperam-
bulators in railway carriages; but it is news to learn that the
total of Government stock and dividends thereon still unclaimed
amount, in round numbers, to a neat five million sterling. Un-
claimed dividends in bankruptcyamount to £1.141,319. In1886
the Crowngot a modest windfall of £47,654 from absenceof heirs
and illegitimacy. The balance on hand of this account at the
close of the year was £125,275. A mere bagatelle of £77,138
represents army prizemoney,and £110, 54S soldier's balances, which
Tommy Atkins—

or his heirs and assigns— have not deemed it
worth their while to claim ; while the jolly Jack Tar has left in
the Government coffers an unconsidered trifle of £261,958. Evi-
dently the dry-bone annals of theBlue Books sometimes contain
possibilities of romance which far outvie the story of Treasure
Island, or the tales of the days when Paul Jones was a buccaneer
bold, andpiratesgalore sailedthe Spanish Main.

a gaping crowd of morbid sentimentalists, whocrushed and jostled
each other to get a glimpse of the dried bones of the par nubile
fratrnm. Voltaire's skeleton, says the chronicler, still sneered.
Rousseau's was minns thebullet-hole which,says tradition, ought to
have been visible in his skull. Nevertheless, there lay,beyond all
doubt, the twin prophets and high priests of the infidelity which
added such a weight of horror to the French revolution. They
were well mated in life and in death. Eousseau tells us in his

Confessions how he was a cheat, liar, thief, and roue. He openly
sent his five illegitimate children to theFoundlingHospital. lie
■was surpassed in sheer malignant wickedness by the more virile
Voltaire, who was imprisoned for gross crimes against morality,
betrayed his country, traducedthe venerableMaid of Orleans,and
for half a century— until deathcut shorthis career— wagtdagainst
the Church a bitter war, whichassumed at last the proportionsof a

diabolicalmania. "Iam tired,"said he, '"
of being told that twelve

men sufficed for the establishmentof Christianity ;andIlong to
prove that only one is necessary todestroy it." The Encyclopedic
was written to "crush the infamous one"— to wit, the Church
Falsehood, satire, and ridicule were the infantry, cavalry and
artilleryof Voltaire and his fellow-writers.

"One is obliged to lie,''
said he ina letter toDiderot,"and still one is persecutedfor not
having lied enough." In the eightieth volume of his (Enures

Completeshe writes to another collaborator, Thiriot :
"
Lying is a

vice only when it doesharm ;itis a verygreat virtue when itdoes
good. Be then,more virtuous thanever. Youmust lie like adevil—

not timidly and for a time only,but boldly and always. . . .
Lie, my friends, lie. Iwill do a similar good turn when occasion
offers." Here wehave the truekeynote to tbe character of Voltaire

the summa snmvuc of his ethics, his philosophy, and his history—
unmitigated falsehood. Voltaire's bones are moulderinginto dust
underTissot's greatdome. TheChurch growsandflourishes asthough
hehadneverlivedor written. Time is.indeed,a great friendof truth.
The end of Voltaire'slying remindsone forcibly of thewords which
thepoetBryant wrote inhis Battlefield:—:

—
"Truth crushed toearth shall rise again:

The eternal yearsof Cod arehers ;
ButError, wounded, writhes with pain,

And dies amonghis worshippers."

A MUCH NEEDED
LEAGUE.

INWilliam O'Brien'snovel, When We Were Jioys.
Captain Plynlymmon says that *' swearing should
go outwithduellingandprize-fighting." Wehave,
unfortunately,abundant evidence that ithas not

done so. For many years there has existed in France an associa-

tion, the members of which solemnly pledge themselves never to
take thename of God in vain. We are glad to learn that a similar
crusade against swearing has been started by the Catholics of
Brooklyn, and that Sl.ooo men have taken the requisite pledge.
This is the beginning of a movement which will, we hope,ulti-
mately find its way into every corner of the English-speaking
world. According to Landor, Philip of Macendon's claim to be
considered the most pious pagan of his time was based on the
fact that he swore more frequently and more awfully than any

officer in his army. There is much of thispaganising irreverence
in the light and airy, or downrightblasphemous, fashion in which
the most Sacred Names are bandied in the conversation of our

workshops, fields, and street-corners. Our godless schoolsarebusy
turning out youths of the type of Huck Finn, who could find no

comfort in ''talkingnice," buthad to
"' rip out" a while every day,

just "to get a taste in his mouth." Catholics brought up under
right influenceshave.ideep andinstinctive reverence for the Sacred

Name and are shocked at its free and frequentmention by persons
of other creeds. Among Protestants, Leibnitz pronounced the
name of God with great outward .signs of reverence. Newton, as

a mark of veneration,seldom made use of the Sacred Names. In

thishe imitated,to some extent, the custom of the Jews,who,out
of respect, avoided pronouncing the tetragram or >lpeculiar name

'
of God (Jhvh), which was scarcely ever heard or uttered except
in theHoly ofHolies.

OWNEUB
WANTED.

Parliamentaryreturns are usually as ''dry as
summer dust,"' But their almost unvarying
monotony is occasionally broken by such tales of
hidden wealth as were extracted by a writer in

the latest issueof Chambers' Journal from the returnspresented to

the last session of the British Parliament. It appears that on
February 2(J, 181)6, theEnglish. Chancery had a balance in hand of
£59 732708. A great portionof this poems to representunclaimed

monies.' Of the total t-um in hand, £2,372.822 were appropriated
byGovernment to various purposes, in the absence of claimants.

Our readers need not, however, be alarmed:the ConsolidatedFund
is liable for principalandcoirpound interest incase the legitimate
heirsappear at any time andmake good their claim. On Septem.
ber 30 18%, the Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland)had funds
to the amount of £5,381,213. Tbe Chancery division also held a

A BLACK-
LOOKING

PROBLEM.

WE do not hold with Mr. Moody, the revivalist
None the less, he has said and done many good
things inhis time, and has had at least the merit
of having caused a waveof sorely neededreligious
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TIGER BLEND TEAS HAVE NO EQUAL.


