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The lican episcopate, we sre told. would “not like it at all,”
and tﬁr?tg it wouipd bepdismsbeful to gentlemen such as Dr. Parker
goes without saying., Another report has it that Lord Salisbury
pupgested the calling of Cardinal Manning to the Upper Chamber,
prestmably on account of his exceptional knowledge on subjects of
social legislation., The only Catholic prelate who has sat in the
House of Lords during recent years was the late Lord Petre, who
bore the Papal title of Monsignor, and was one of the domestic
prelates at the Vatican,

The Irish Brigade.—Dr. Conan Doyle has been lecturing on
#The Irish Brigade” to the Portsmouth Literary and Scientific
Society, of which he was formerly bon, secretary.

Rev. H. Price Hughes.—Iigures they say will prove
anything, A Mr. Price Hughes has just made them prove, to hia
own satisfaction, that Catholics relatively are only half as numerous
in Gireat Britain and Ireland as fifty years ago, and sbsolutely there
are, he triupophantly points out, no less than 1,911,430 fewer Roma’n
Catholics in the Kingdom than in the earlier years of F‘he Queen's
reign, (Hiven another paltry 50 years and ‘:Romamsm would _be
wiped out of England, if not off the face of the earth.' Mr. Price
Hughes and his_friends had scarcely done rubbing their hands at
this unexpected discovery when certain urfeeling people rushed in
on their enjoyment in & most uncermonigus fashion, and
commenced belabouring their wits with facts and figures
until they seriously began to coneider whether life was worth
living, In the Hestminster Gacette Mr. Michael Davitt eaid :—
“ Wifty years ago there were eight and a half millions (mostly
«Irish Papists ') of people in Ireland. . To-day thgre are less than
four and s half, Is it Mr. Hugh Price Hughes contention that
the difference botween the two sums represents a falling-off to
that amount from ' Romanism’'? If eo, he has only to visit
Awmerica, where he will find to-day a Catholic population of clgse
upon 12,000,000 (counting the United States and Canada), where
fifty yemrs ago there were not, probably, four millions all told. If
he would visit Australasia he wonld discover yet another million
akin to those of America, who, if_ they had been encouraged by
wise and just land laws and National Govgrnn’lsnt; to remain in
Ireland, would give the editor of the Methadist Times far different
fipares "with which to point the moral of his Christian love for
hie ‘Irish Pepist’ neighbour.” Mr. Jobn 8. Howell, in the Metho-
dist Times, was equally merciless, and now it is qtated Ehat Mr.
Hughes has bean engaged to ran a “ Fan with the Figures _column
in a comic newspaper. Meanwhile, Protestants are crying out,
“Save us from our champions.”

Irish Sailors on Furlough.—The Catholic naval chaplain at
Devenport (the Rev, T. P. Kent), engaged a special steamboat from
the Cork Steam Packet Company for the exclusive use of the hun-
dreds of Irish eailors of the Royal _Nuvy, v_vlllo take advantage of the
long leave granted them at Xmastide to visit Ireland.

istinguished Catholio Family.—Miss May Russell, one
of th%d]?a.u;hteiuof the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Rauesell of Kill-
owen, has joined the novitiate of one of the London convents, thus
making still another addition to the number of the Russell family
who have given themselves to religion.

Honouring the Duke and Duchess of Norfolk.—The Duke
of Norfolk's Mayoralty of Sheffield is to be commemorated by the
erection of a statue of his Grace, to be pluced in the Town Hall. It
was thought desirable to recognise in some way the services of Lady
Mary Howard as Mayoress. The committec appointed to carry ost
this object decided that the presentation should take the form! of a
superb riviers of diamonds, submittel by the Goldsmuhs' and
Silversmiths’ Company. The case cqntgnmng‘ trhe necklace bears a
gold plate, with the follcwing inseription -—*'To Lady Mary Fitz-
alan Howard, in recognition of her services to Shefficld, as lady
Mayoress, 1895-7."

GERMANY.—Churches that Nohody Attends.—The Pre-
testant Syood of Berlin, finding no doubt the sphere o_E their
influence becoming more and wore attenuatel every year in their
own Protestant fatherland, app‘a.rently dC'EII'E tu give to the
benighted Papists of Rome thc'h;.rht that ix .fzulmg fa_st in the
countries where it was first ignited. A prominent official in the
German Embassy, however, has thrown cold water on the schemg
in the most thoughtless manner. “ We have a Lutheran chapel,
he said, * attached to the Embassy, and it l:::‘ﬂlw{l:!’a empty ;.:m.d yet
some of you are calling out for a cl;urch. This energetic inter-
ference has been interpreted asa Qeslre on the part of the German
Governmental authorities to avoid all that may savour of direct
offence to the Holy See. At any rate, the idea of the Lutherap
temple is not new, and even if the church had been constructed it
would have probably shared the fate of the already existing, but
neglected Protestant churches.

FRANCE.—The Death of Alphonse Daudet.—It appears
from the European files just received tbat the distinguished author,
Alphonse Daudet, passed away very suddenly. He was geized with
a syncope, and, despite medical skill, he never ralhed’, and died soon
afterwards in the presence of his family and the curé of the Chulrch
of 8t. Clothilde, who bad been summoned to administer the last
rites of the Church to the dying man. Alphonse Daudet w};as done
of the greatest of the French novelists and dramatists of ‘t e ajlr:
He was born in 1840, Iis most famous works are Tarturin ](Jt
Tarascon, Fromont Jewnr ot It’i:«_lm'mm‘: which was crowned by the
French Acandemy, and Le« Rois en Eeil. He was a voluminous
contributor to the Figare and other French journals., His fugitive
pieces are innumerable,

PERU.—Political Success of a Stonyhurst Student.—
The head of the new Peruvian Ministry, Senor Romana, was the
first of a long line of brothers and cousins who werc educated at
Stonyhurst.

ROME.—Ohservance of SBunday.—Thanks to the activity of
Catholic associations, Rome is speedily regaining the aspect it wore
in the matter of ‘Sunday observunces before the ltalian Government
transferred 1ts capital there.

The Conversion of England.—The first Roman branch of
the Archeonfraternity of our Ludy of Compassion—the Confrater-
nity of Prayer erected by our Holy Father for the conversion of
England—wuas founded in the Eternal City on December 2y, the
feast of St. Thomas of Canterbury, In accordance with the ex-
pressed desire of the Sovereign Pontiff, who has this great object
$o much at heart, Cardinal Parocchi, the Vicar of Rome, institnted
the branch in the most solemn manner. In the course of a Bermeon
his Eminence explained the purpose of the Confraternity and ex-
horted the pious Romans to join in the association of prayer for the
conversion of ¥ngland.

The Greatest Men of the Ninetesnth Century.—A cele-
brated write recently styled the Sovereign Poutiff as the most
interesting figure in Emrope at the pr. sent day, and now the
renowned Spanish orator (Senor Castelar) has expressed the opinion
that two greatest men in the nineteenth century were, at its begin-
ning Napoleon I, and at its ending Leo XIIL. A somewhat similar
opinion of Leo XIII. is that held by the well-known head of the
German Socialists, at present Deputy of Strasburg, He lately
delivered an addresss, in which he spoke of the Catholic Church and
modern civilisation, in relation to the proletariats and eulogised
the Pope’s attitude on the labour question,

RUSSIA.—Diplomatic Relations hetween the Vatican
and Russia.—The good relations that exist between Russia and
the Holy See were nearly being suspended by reason of the fact that
new Catholic bishops in Russia pronounced the name of the Pope
befors that of the Qath of Fealty. The Russian Minister to the
Holy See had received orders not to return to his post until he had
received further instructions. A correspondent at Rome telegraphs
that Leo XIIL has now sent orders to the bishops to adapt them-

selves t0 the usages of St. Petersburg Government, and swear fealty
to the Czar.

UNITED STATES.—The Irish in America,—Here is an
item that Mr. Price Hughes might study to advantage when compil-
ing his statistics regarding the decline of “ Romanism " in Great;
Britsin and Ireland during the Queen's reign. Speaking of the
town of Benedicta (Me.), Professor Bateman in the Leaistar Jowrnal
8ays :— The peculiarity of the place is the fact that the population
is composed exclusively of Irishmen, There is not a family in the

entire township through whose veins courses any other bloed than
that of the Fmerald Isle.”

Death of Eugene Davis.—The death is announced of the
patriot and poet Eugene Davis, which took place in the United
States. He was a native of Clonakilty, County Cork ; a brother of
the Rev. Charles Davis, pastor of Baltimore, who, with Baroness
Burdett-Coutts, did so much for the fishermen of Southern Ireland.
He studied in Catholic universities in France and Belgium ; resided
for some years in France, until exiled through the instrumentality
of a British minister ; later lived in Switzerland and Ireland, and
finally, in 1880, came to America. His name has been familiar to
Americans for many years as a writer of graceful poemsand instruc-
tive articles treating usually of Ireland aed her history,

“ Gone to the A.P.A."—The old saying. * Gone to the dogs,”
is calenlated to be replaced with another anid more significant adage
in America, namely. * Gone to the ADPA”  All the most brilliamt
members of that unique organi~ation which was formed to meseue
America and its institutions from the iron beel of Papal amd lnish
aggression, and place it on the pedestal of free, pure and national
independence, seem to have had their carecr cut short before they
scarcely commenced to accomplish their lofty self-imposed tagk
Suys a New York Journal :—* Another A P.A. has gone to the peni-
tentiary. His name is Charles Beasty, and he was supremo
seerefary.  He forged adraft for %262.50 on the Hide and TLeather
Bank of New York. Me was sentenced to 15 months' imprisonment,
When he -erves this time he is Lo be taken to Georgia to answer a
similar charge.  When he goes ta Georgia he shonld ealt on ¥ Tom »
Watson and bid him the time of day. Baut, in the meantime, what
is to become of our institutions while their protectors nve serving
time ™

Death of a Prominent Catholic.—Mr. Charles A, Hardy,.
of Philadelphia, president of the (wtiokie Standurd and Times
Publishing Company, and founder and publisher of the {mvricaw
Catholie Gjuarterly Revwr, died on December 5, at Atalanta City hu
his 5uth year. e was one of the prominent Catholic laymen im the
States, and was noted for his zeal in the promotion of Catholic
interests. and his unfailing good judgment in matters of Cathalic
policy. He was born in Philadelphia.

Hibernian Society in America.— News has reacked Dublin
that the dispute which threntened to disintegrate the Hibernian
Soeiety in America and which arose out of the question of the
conditions of membership has been settled by the decision of Bishop
Mc¥anl, of Trenton, New Jersey, to whom the matter had been
remitted for arbitration. His Lordship’s decision as to conditions
of wembership is that candidates are eligible for admission who are
Trish by birth or descent of either parent. Previously the Board of
Erin had insisted on admitting such candidates as were of Irish
birth, or born of Irish parentage on both sides,

He is a nobleman in God’s peerage who woes ont every morning'
it may be from the huwblest of howes, Lo his work and to his lahour-
until the evening, with a determination, as working for a heavenly
Master, to his best ; and no titles which this world can bestow, no:
money which was ¢ver coined, can bring a man who does not work.
within the gunshine of Ged’s love,



