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hands,” On our arrival at Milford Sound, three carrier pigeons
werg despatohed to Dunedin bearing news of our safety. The
messpges were securely attached to their leps and then the pentle
creatures were let loose, Rising vertically from the steamer, they
circled in mid.air for a short time, then, having found their bear-
ings, they sped on the wings of the wind to their destination. On
our return, we asoertained that they had completed the journcy in

four hours,
* £ *

A party of excursionists, consisting of fonrteen in number,
determined to give scope to the sport of adventure which they felt
urging them on to glorious exploits, by visiting the famons
Sutherland Falls. Discovered in 18338 hy DMr. Sutherland, who
acted as our guide on the present occasion, and who lives af the
head of Milford Sound, this cataract was supposed to be the highest
in the world--its actual measurement being 1,90t feet. It is now
known, however, that it iy entitled only te take the fourth place.
Yosemwete, in California, s 2,548 feet; the Roraina, in Guiana, and
the Grand Falls of Labrador, are 2,000 feet rcepectively. The
official account tells us that the Sutherland Falls arve only fourteen
miles from the head of Milford Sound., If such be the case, the
surveyors must have adopted Irish measurement, for, without a
doubt, they are the longest fourtean miles I ever travelled over.
The outfit for each member of the expedition oconsisted of &
“awag ' containing provisions for two days,and a blanket in which
we were to enfold our wearied forms at night and sleep as bost we
might. Thus equipped. we started for our destination, After
walking two miles, we were rowed across Lake Ada, which is
dangerous for navigation on account of 1ts numorous snags, and
then commenced a most adventurous journcy. QOur route lay
throngh a deep valley, walled on both sides by tremendous moun-
tains, which were here and there streaked by tiny vataracts, like
threads of silver, Portions of the track were good, but we came
moross others which it was not easy to negotiate. In spite of all
cbetacles, wa pushed steadily onwards, our march being accom-
panied by the silver notes of the bell bird and the shrill ery of the
wekn, Towards evening a continuous roar like distant thunder
greeted our ears, The noise increased in volume until we stood at
the foot of a mountain 6,000 feet high, from which issued, with a
tremendous report, a magnificent stream of water which descends
in three leaps over a frightful precipice and falls inte & huge basin,
pending showers of spray in all directions. For over an hour we
stood fascinated, wotching the oxtracedinary phenomenon.

* & *

That night, like the patrinrchs of old, the male portion of our
party lived in tents. Sleep wasout of theuestion. About midnight,
to our terror, the rain bepon to come down in torrents. [t poured
uninterrupiedly all that night, We began to get uneasy. At the
appearance of dawn we bestirred ourselves, and, afrer o hasty
breakfast, reswmed our swars™ and bilankots and «tovted on the
return journey. Some iden of the sulferings we had to endure in
the interests of oexploration may b2 conceived {from the fact that
not an inconsiderable portion of the way homeward wias passcd
over, not by walking, but by wwdeny. The rain had converted the

brooks into rivers, and the tiny waterfulls into fonming
cataracts. We could mnot refreat.  Onward at any cosb
wag the order. To add to our misfortunes, the sandflies,
which appeared to have retrestel or placed themsclves in

ambush during our advance, now fell upon us in ecountless numboers
and, regardless of the rain, castizated us most unmercifully, When
at length we arrived at the steam launch, we were objeets of pity to
the most adamantine heart. Our clothes werc saturated. There
wasrain in our hair, rain in our eyes, rain in ourears, Our handsand
faces had been so artistically operated upon by the untiring energy
of the sandfties, that if the Board of Tlcalth medical officer had hap-
pened to appear on the scene at the time, the evidenees of smallpox of
a vory virulent type were so manifest that wo might have been
relegated to the quarantine station for an indefinite period, to bewail
at leisura the fatuous impulse which impelled us to exchange the
commforts provided for us by the genial Captain Anderson and his
ocourteous officers to avail ourscives af the ephemeral pleasure of
a possing glimpse of the Sutherland Falls,
* * -

With the kind thoughtfulness which has made him =0 popular
and esteemed by all who come in contact with him, Captain
Anderson had sent the steam launch to await our arrival, Defre-h-
ments of all kinds, in solid and liquid form. scon restored us to our
usual equanimity. We forgot our trials and forgave the sandflies.
Our fellow-passcngers who had remained on the ship evidently
regarded us as martyrs in the cause of exploration, and received us
with as much enthusiasm as if we had discovered the South Pole.
On the following day we renewed our acquaintanee with our old
friend the Bluff, who was blowing harder than ever. Next morning
weo reached Dunedin, well pleased, on the whole, with our excursion,
which many of us regavded as the most unique experience of a
lifetime.
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THE following pastoral letter has been issued by the Most Rev. Dr,
Redwood, Archbishop of Wellington and Metropolitan of New
Zealand, to the clergy and faithful of his diocese:—

Dearly beloved brethren and dear children in Jesus Christ :
The holy season of Lent, which bezing this year on Ash Wednesday,
February 23, and ends on Easter Sunday, April 10, again affords us
a favourable opportunity of de.line witha very important and prac-
tical subject, viz.: bed and dangevous reading. According to the
Encyelical of our Holy Father Pope Leo XALL, in February, 1897,
the publication and spread of wicked, infidel, and unwholesome
literature is one of the innumerable crafts of the enemy. and
most pernicious in leading to the contempt of religion and the
incroase of immorality, Hence the Catholic Church. which is the
divinely-constituted gnardian of faith and morality, has the right
and duty to censure and prohibit such writings, and to warn her
children against such bad, rash, and indiscriminate reading, Now,
in order to discharge this duty adequately, it will be useful to us,
in the first place, to accurately understand how we Catholics, in a
non-Catholic country like this, find ourselves, and what duties
our inevitable position 1mposes npon us, No mattor what good and
fair intentions we ascribe to non-Cathiolic authers, they invariably,
when treating of religion, fall into many serious crrors againmst
Catholic faith and morality ; and we must note that errors intro-
duced incidentally and withont advertence are often the most perni-
cious. When the bigotry is too glaring and the travesty of Catholie
tenets too gross, the Catholic reader is instantly upon his guard, and
the ¢fest upon him is ether null or positively repulsive ; but if, in
an affeeted tone of friendship. the innuendo supplies the place of
open attack, and under the plausible yarb of literature or seience
€atholic doctrines are misrepresent.d, then the ordinary reader is
thrown off his guard, and may easily and unconsciously imbibe the
fatal poison. In such cases the novel treatment of the subject
dispuises its religious aspect ; rank blasphemy clothed in decorous
and ornate langunapge ceases to shock; mere sophistry passes for
argument when it flatters vanity, and the reader is half won over
unawares, Then gpellbound, he is hypnotised so to speak—seeing
hearing, thinking with the eyes, ears, and mind of the hypnotiser,
In this rospect English-speaking Catholics are at a peculinr dis-
advantage, as slight consideration will easily show,

1t may be truly said that, in a certain sense, the

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

is Protestant.  * Certain masters of composition,” writes Cardinal
Newman, “ as Shakespeare, Milton, and Pope, the writers of the
Protestant Bible and Prayer-book, Hooker and Addison, Swift,
Hume, and Goldsmith, have been the moking of the English
language, Men of great ability have taken it in hand,
ench in his own day, and huave done for it what the master of a
gymnasium does for the bodily frame--they have formed its limbs
and developed its strength; they have endowetl it with vigour,
exercised it in suppleness and dexterity, and taucht it graces”
(* Llen of a Univeraiy,” Eaylich Catholie Litepature, 3, Most
of these have been Protestants, awdl ihey have stamped the
language with o distinetive 'rot ~tunt characrer, cxactly as the
great papain masters of Loatin eomp wition impressed the literature
of anctent Rome with a decklelly pazan character, This Protestant
charaster <hows it=elf, pegatively, by a dearth of fit words te
express with preesion Cathoelic ideas o Catholic subjects ; and
po-itively. in the presence of words designeldly offensive to Cathelic
teeling, such as = Romanist,” = Popish. - Papist” which net merely
imply bigorry and contempt. but which app al toreibly te inherited
prejudice el poss as arguments wlm ey of no reply.

Al iE thes §s eenee of lanzuaze, sudl ore w0 i~ 16 of literature,
which may by delined iu our time a- the thoaght ol past apes pre-
served in print. Lateratore is not the fivetine word cast upon ihe
air and gune, but a force »torel up n the library as the electric
spark is stored in the battery, realy Lo explods and doits work
in any it material. Bo Bousseau’s mul paradoxes in print kindle
revolutions, awl Prowdhon’s communistie maxims raised a storm
not long winee in the Chicawo Mavmarket, Roetuted a thousand
times over, the are «till there at hand, and any clever during demna-
gopue, repeating thom with fiery cloquense 1o an excited mob, will
reproduce their disastrous effest, A people’s literature. as a rule, is
the exact reflection of their rocial. moral, and relirious condition,
Like an clement in solutien it may be peutralised, bui never
de=troyed. Accurdingly,

ENGLISH THOUGHT,

in Tnglish literature, has been, and is mainly DProtestant * We
Cathoelics are it w portion of {he vast lnglish-speaking world-wide
race,’ again writes Cardinal Newman, “and are but striving te
create a current in the direction of Cathelic trath when the waters
are rapidly Howing the other way. Tn no case can we, strietly
speaking, fori an English literature; for by the literature of a
nation 1s meant its elassics. and the classics have been given to
Bngland, and have been recognised s such long since, We
must take thines as they ave, i we take them at alll We
Cathohes, withont eonsctousness, wil swithout offence, nre evor re-
puatine the aalf sentences of div-nlute pluywriters and heretieal
partisans il preachers.  Se tyrannous s the literature of a nation ;
it is too mneh for ws" (Fhad )

We rend of an ancient geaernt! who conguered and almost
destroyed o nation by

POTIRONING ITS WELLS

and witer-conrses, Doubtless such tactics are now reprobated in
eiviii~ed warfare, but in Foualish literature they have been o syste-
iz and repular practice up (0 recent dale, The English Press
aud pulpit, hieoming from the very dawn of the so-called Tefor-
matwon the ready tools of royalty, heaped falschood, calumny, and

Low Trices get Custorner, but

BLEND TEAS. Tbey are old in populacity, hut ever young in wemory, If yoo do uet use them hawin ot uoey



