
In the courseof his reply, Father Cleary said the present occa-
sion brought into strong relief one of the most delightful features
of the life of the Catholic priesthood— their unfailing spirit of
fellow-feeling and comradeship. This arose chiefly, though
indirectly, from that ancient disciplineof the Church which wisely
severed them from engrossing earthly ties and occupations for the
purpose of enabling them to devote themselves to God's work with
undivided minds. Independentof the seal of Order, this discipline
has constitutedpriests a class apart,it has thrown them upon each
other and marie the priest the natural friend, confidant, and coun-
sellor of a pne^t. Kvery priest had abundant opportunities of
forming thos-e friendships which provide one of his best external
safeguards andconstituted themost delightful temporalcharm of his
life. Thedioceseof Ballaratwasexceptionallyblessedin this respect,
The speakerknew ofno place where there wasgreater good feeling,
union and hospitality among the clergy. The illness of brothtr
priestshad more than once called forth magnificent tributes from
their rotifrcrrx. If the speakerhad been sympathetic and loyal to
his brother piie->tshe had beenmerely reducing their goodexample
to practice. He was proud and happy to be associated in their
labours and their joys. He had received atall times, but especially
during the past few weeks, from theBishop and the priests signal
proofsof affection which he would treasure to his dying day,and
he wouldcarryaway from the diocese souvenirsmore precious than
gold— the memory of their parting kindness, and of their constant
friendship which had contributed to make many of ihis nine years'
stay amongst them thehappiestyears of his life.

On the eveof his departure from the Ararat mission,a number
of people,representing every district of the mission,assembled at
the Presb.v tery, and made Father Cleary a handsome presentation,
which tuok the form of apurse of sovereigns. The presentationwas
made by Mr. Rjan(architect), and speeches suitable to the occasion
vveie inado by him, by Mr. T. G. Grano (barrister), Mr.Kearney and
others. After the usual toast-., ami a parting speech, in which
Father Cleary d welt on the union of hearts of priests and people,
mutual good-byes and good wishes were exchanged.
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their efforts, their aim was not theless exalted, and therefore their
glory is none the less bright. In observing the forthcoming cen-
tenary, then, we honour the memory of these men, not as Irish
patriots only,but as humanitarians to whom the world at largeis in
somemeasure indebted.

Itis not necessary to my present purpose that Ishould follow
the irrelevant waYderings of Mr. O'Regan's letter. The relation of
the Catholic Church to Socialism and Nationalism is a broad
question, the discussing of which in your columns at the present
juncture could be productive of no possible good. Enough that
the Church, in thebreadthand sublimity of its teaching,embraces
all that is pure and good throughout the whole range of human
institutions.

Much more to the point is the fact that the Churchin the
colonies is not opposed to the commemoration. His Eminence,
Cardinal Moran, has given it his entire approval,Mr. O'Regan's
inferenceto the contrarynotwithstanding. His desire is, as far as
Ican gather, thatitshouldbe carried out in amanner befitting the
occasion.

Inconclusion permit me to say thatIregard Mr. O'Regan as a
young manof abilityand promise. In journalism andpolitics he
has already wonhis spurs, and in anymatterrelating to these pro-
fessions he can with justiceclaim a respectfulhearing. But when
he arrogates to himself the role of dictator and essays to sit in
judgment uponIrishsentiment andIrishnationalcharacter

— when,
in short,he would despoilus of our most glorious inheritance, our
patriotism, thenitis high time we should tell him he has come to
presideover the wrong court, admonish him for his temerity, and
dismiss him witha caution.—Iam,etc., P. E. NoiiAN.

SouthDunedin.
[We shall be glad to affordall reasonable scope for the discus-

sion of this important subject, but correspondents would greatly
favour us by making their letters as brief as the nature of the
topic will allow.—ED. N. Z. T.]
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sound a parley with her enemies. All the faithful are soldiers
enlisted for the fight during the war,and not one of them can
retreat without dishonour,not one of them ever hope to be able to
putoff hisharness and ground his arms so long as life remains.
The victor'scrownis only for those who persevereunto the end.

Nevertheless, such people as
"

P.J.O'Regan
"

there are. and
probably always will be— for scandals will remain unto the end of
the world— and these will alwaysstudy toconceal their cowardice
and their lukewarmness under the respectablenames of prudence,
liberality, and sometimes even that of holy charity. They will be
an incubus on the breasts of their more zealous brethren, and
justify themselves on the ground that they are conciliating and
winning over those without,when in renlity they are only ceasing
tooffer themany opposition. They will consider their faithalmost
exclusively as something tobe presented toother*, and made as un-
objectionable as possible to the world in which they live. They
will always ask of each article of faith, of every statement of
Catholic doctrine : How will this strike our Protestant friends ?
What must they think of it ? What will they think of us if told
we hold it ? Anxious to avoid opposition, they will always show
the whitefeather, try to explain and qualify awayall the grand
dogmas of ourholyreligion, and thus be alwayslabouring- toreduce
Catholicity to its minimum.

Now, to return to '98. Was the rising really a'" rebellion
"

?
Was it not rather the honest endeavours of a people groaning
under the intolerableweight of cruelty and oppression,to strike a
blow for liberty and for their nativeland ?"Breathes there amanwithsoul so dead,

Who never tohimself hath said;
This is my own,my native land."

Now,Imaintain that therising of 1798 was not a
" rebellion,

butrather a just, anhonest, andapatriotic uprising of thepeople.
Therefore, we Irishmen at Home andabroad would be worse than
traitors did wenot insome little wayhonour the memory of those
departed heroes. Why not review the history of our country
during the past hundred years,and if she has unredressed wrongs
to-day, as she had then, whynot tell them to thebigot,and the
ignorant, andthe idiot ? Men of to-day form unions ;combine for
their rights; go out on strike, and, if their cause be a just one, we
sympathise with them andgive them pecuniary aid. Must old Ire-
land, the land of our forefathers, the land of the saint and the
scholar, the patriot and the poot, remain for ever in silence and
oblivion ? According to the latest doctrine, the doctrine of "P. J.
O'Reqan," she muat and ought.— lam, etc.

James Lynch.
St.Michael's Presbytery,PalmerstonSouth.
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Sir,

—
In thisColony we have some gentlemen of Irish blood

who profess much sympathy and love for Ireland, but whose
patriotism is of so accommodating a nature that it will vanish
altogether rather than run the risk of wounding the refined suscepti-
bilities of anyone supposedto entertain an opposing sentiment. As
long as they retain their views to themselvesIhaveno fault to find
with these gentlemen for thefliinsiness oftheir patrioticconsistency
but when they assume the office of public dictators,and call upon;
us to abandonour views asbeing pe.nicious, and to accept theirs as
beinginfallibly true, then,Ihold,we are justified in inquiring into
the tenableness of theposition they take up.

Inlast week's issus of the Tahllt, Mr P. J. O'Regan treated
yourreaders to a lengthy dissertation on the manifold evils that
would follow from the commemoratiou of the '!)S centenary in the
colonies. He pointed out,as a certain resulting consequence, the
resuscitation of racial hatred, and visioned up the disinterred and
rehabilitated skeleton of sectarianism stalking through the land,
summoning forth from their retirement the twin demons of strife
anddisorder. This gloomypictureof the terrible,so realistically and
redundantly outlined exists onlyin theperfervidimagination of the
writer. Irefuse to insult the intelligence and broadmindedness of
thegreat majorityof my fellow-colonists, of whatevercreed or race,
by believing them for a moment capable of taking up the position
thus assigned them in connection with this event. Irefuse to
accept the interpretationof their feelings, as made manifest by the
somewhat alarming prognostications of Mr. O'Regan. Iam well
awarethere area few peculiarly constituted individuals whobelieve
nothing goodcan come out of Ireland,but that we should indulge
the distemperedfancies of these few to the extentof foregoing the
honouring of thememory of our patriotdead,would be torelinquish
all claim to thenameof Irishmen,andbrandourselveswithindelible
treasonand shame. Believeme, this commemoration,if carried out
onbroadundenominationallines,as doubtless it will behere andelse-
where,would not give offenceorbe construed into an approvalof re-bellion,or revivethebittermemories of thepast,but on theother hand,
wouldcommend itself tothesympathyandappreciationof all justand
uprightmen. Yetourfriend fromReeftonconsiders thatweIrishmen
are quite unequal to the task of carrying it successfully through
withoutdissensionand discord,and tosaveus from the consequences
of our folly, hepleasantly suggestsorganisedoppositionto the whole
business! Verily, Mr. ORegan is kind and considerate toa degree.
But Mr.O'Regan has unwittingly ignored, or else failed to grasp,
the true intentand meaning of this movement. Itis notaspatriots
only that wehonour andcherish thememory of the menof '1)8. In
every land andage, those whohave been uncompromising in their
oppositionto tyranny andoppression,and who haveofferedup their
lives at the shrine of man's social and political emancipation,have
been 'especially honoured. They are the never-tiring theme of the
historian;they inspire thepoet andpainter;they fire the eloquence
of theDrator. Of such as thesewere the leaders of U.)S. They arose,
Catholic and Protestant alike, against an organise! system ot
tyrannyand oppressionas cruel and brutulising as the world has
ever seen. In this they stood upon an equal plane with Wallace,
Tell, Washington and others, and although victory crowned not

We condense the following report from the Ararat Clironicle
(Victoria):— On Wednesday last, at Maryborough, a presentation
was made toFather Clearyonbehalf of thebishopandpriestsof the
diocese of Ballarat. In spite of the excessiveheat a large number
of priests were present, representing every deanery in the diocese.
In the unavoidable absence of Monsignor Hoyne,V.G., the presen-
tation was made by the chairman of the testimonial committee, the
Very Rev. J. F. Marshall, who referred in highly complimentary
terms to themany estimable qualitiesof mind and heart which had.
endeared Father Cleary ]fco his fellow-priests. The address was
then read by the Rev. E. C. Daly. It expressed the unbounded
regret of the priests of the diocese at Father Cleary's approaching1

departurefor New Zealand, thehigh reputation which he had ever
enjoyed in the diocese, his successful missionary work and literary
labors, thepersonalaffection of his fellow-priests for him, and their
varm wishes for his future welfare. The health of the guest was
proposedby the Rev. M.J. Shanahau, who referredin feeling terms
to the happy relations and the intimate and affectionate friendship
which had sprung up between them during their residence of five
years togetherat Hamilton. He referred to Father Cleary's zealous
and successful labours with him, and felt he was losinga friend
whoseplace conld not be filled, and wished him everysuccess and
blessing. Fathers Barrett, O'Hare, Barry, Howell, M'Elligott,
Harrington, andDaly spokein "lowing termslof the highcharacter
and attainments of Father Cleary,of the unfailing courtesy and
kindness which had won for him the deep and lasting affection of
his fellow-priests. They deplored the lo^s which his departure
wouldinflict on the diocese, and on each and every oneof them,and
wished him God-speed in his new career.
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