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to the eare of these schools Catholic children, who thus would not
be brought up under the numbing atmosphere of the workhonse,
or exposed to the dangers of isoluted boarding out. The work is
new heing earried on in the other dioceses of England. Bore than
this, the

VIGOROUS SYSTLM I'URSULD IN MANCIESTER

had the effect of bringing other parts of the country to s sense of
the danger surrenunding the children of their poor, and as a conse-
quence myriads of little ones are saved to the faith, whe but for
the Cardinal's zeal might have been exposed to spiritual destitution,
After twenty years’ such work in Salford the Bishop was trans-
ferred to the Archbishoprio of Westminster on 2\'th Masch, 1892,
regeiving the pallium at the Oratory on lsth Auguost following ;
while on 14th Janvary in the subsequent year he wasecreated a
Cardinal priest of the lloly Roman Bmpire. with the tile of &t
Andrew and 8t. Gregory, The work of the Cardinal since theun is
well known. It is not too much to say that he is viewed with
cosmopolitan interest, and all Catholics of all lands with joyful
pride admit and proclaim that this prince of the Church, who
represents her in that molern Babylou which is the pule of the
world, is. so far as human apent can be, not unfit to hold the high
office and supreme dignity with which a Cardinal of the Catholic
Church is invested.—Edinbureh ¢wtholee Herald,

THF. EDUCATION QUENTION,

-
>

TiE Rev. Father Gillan, at the Sacred Heart Chureh, Ponsouby,
Auckland; on Sunday morning, January 9, delivered an eloguent
and highly interesting discourse upon the all-absorbing guestion
of education. The demands upon our space prevent its publication
in crfenso, but the following rrviemé will be read with interest ;:—

Therev. preacher referred to the recent encyclical on the subject
aent by the Holy Father to the German, Austrian and Swisshishiops on
the occasion of the centenary eelebrations of Blessed Peter Canisius,
reminding them of the rrave duty they had of seeing the young edu-
cated in proper schools—whether primary. intermediate, oruniversity
—where religion is never separated from secular instruction, It is,
he continues, of the gravest importence that Catholies shonld have
everywhere schools of their own, dirceted by Catholic teaxchers
and permeated with dogmatic teaching. * Iet no one says the
Holy Father, «* delude himself that a sound moral training can be
separated from dogmatic teaching. Toscparate the training
in knowledwe from all religious influcncee i to pervert the very first
principles of beauty and of right. and to form citizens to be the
bane and pest of socicty, in-tead of being the buiwark of their
country. Morcover, it is not enough for youths to be
taught religion at fixed hour- but all their training must be per-
meated by religious principles.” There is no compromise in his
tone. Our schools must be Catholie. In ¢very civilised govern.
ment the legisiators are vieine with one anothor to perfect schemes
of elducation that will bring {he highest <ecular instruction within
reach of all its subject-, t» make the teaching easv and interesting
and the results excellent.  In this Colory of New Zenland ~tndents
are i clever and elusalional pro<p cts as brghe and thorough
as in most other lands. Bot Cattiolie parcnts will haoe nothing
to do with the State systew. Thev hase loarned that the fir-t
thing is to " reck Geod ard The justice © God s name is not heand
in such ~chool~. Conseience wirn- Catholic parents agun<t them,
and they arve prepirod to make every sacrilive for their wonseiences,
Catholies at all times and in evay land have refused to take the
godless wift so temuotingly hell out,

The Rev. preacher then veterved in (loquent terms to Beth-
Jehem and Nazareth as the models of the Clni-tian home and to the
Holy FPamily as the braght exemplie of the true Cheissan family,
and procesdald to examine how Cathalics v erions lunds had tried
or were trying to fulfil thewr dutie-. with <pecial reference to this
vital matter of education, T Belaom elementary edueation was
first intrednced by Parliamont in sy<tematwe lorin—nas we have it in
the present day—in Isi2. The relipious authorities were given n
Tarpe volce in the management of the ~ hoels, This system lasted
till 1879, when the co-cadled Liberat perty ol hucome strong enough
to carry a new law, which reoularsed the ~choals. This arbitrary
law was pa~scd by o wapordy of on — and the law  waos
immediately put into foree with all that mtolevance which charae-
teric~ Continental Libe ralisng, Catholics dul not betray their
principles in this great emerzency,  Fittoen liandred teachers ag
once resigmed thelr posts,  Within 14 months 1936 Catholic schools
werce built, and 455000 children were in atlendance ag them, In
about two years more the number had visen te 3905 schools, with
622,000 children, all thi- work beiug dependent entirely o voluntary
contributions, while only about halt the number ot ¢hildren were left,
in the State supported comnmunal schools, Tt awas impossible to
carry on umider such a sy-tem. Accordinuly. in Issl an Act was
passed. putting the school management almost entirely in the hands

This led to the suppres-sion of 862 com-

of the local authorities.
munal schuols, which had been entirely beaten out of the field by
the Catholic schools.  Tn 1304 the Catholics obtained the right to
dogmatic teaching in the schools, and for the time at least the
question is at rest, The small minority of non-Catholics who attend
these schools can always withdraw from the relivrious instruction.
The Manitoba question is still fresh in your minds, In 1871
Manitoba joined the Dominion of Canada, aud at that time, and for
several years afterwards. Catholic schools were in recept of State
aid. Protestants enjoyed o similar right. So late as 1886 the
Superintendant of Bducation for the Protestant pare of the Central
Board emphatically asserted the =uccess of the existing system, in
words which were quoted at length by the reverend speaker. Un-
fortunately. rince that time. the Catholics, from being a majority,
have become a small minerity in Manitoba. An intolerant
majority decidid lo crish the old system, The first Act of the
majorisy made educalion secular. The Catholics madea successful
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appeal to the Privy Council. They relied on the justica of their
olaim, as guaranteed by the treaty between France and England, at
the conquest of Canada. The judicial committee of the Privy
Council decided that they had a real grievance, and referred the
matter to the Governor-General for him to provide redress. A

remedial order was issued by him, but the Government of Manitoba

refused to pay any attention to it. As yet the case is not settled ;

the Bishops have sought advice at Rome, and probably they will in

the end have to carry on their schools unaided, while paying their

share for the education of their more favoured neighbours.

8till more instructive perhaps for us is the history of Catholic
education in Ireland. For centuries past the strongest effort has
been made to force an anti-Catholiz or non-Catholic education on
the Irish people. The work was begun by the * Parliament ™
schools of 1537, while in Cromwell's days the Erasmus Smiths
schools of 1637 were in work. The crusade was extended by the
Charter schools of George 11,, founded expressly to rob the people of
their religion. The Act of DParliament, which was quoted
by the preacher, was very explicit on this point. The Act mek
with ill success. The preacher then referred in feeling terms to the
records written on * the fleshy tablets of your hearts,” of those who
courted persecution and death rather than allow their children
to be robbed of the faith in the penal days. In the first decade of
the present century, the work of Catholic education was begun by
the foundation of the Irish Christian Brothers, Edmund Rice, a
wealthy merchant of Waterford, introduced these Brothers to teach
all the secnlar subjects necessary for the people, but *above all
things to recollect that the instruction of the children in piety and
religion was the main end of their institution.” The schools founded
by the new congregation spread rapidly all over Ireland. In 1867
they had 391 Brothers feaching and 26.871 children,and to-day their
success is well known, The Government in 1811 made another
attempt to induce the Inisk people to accept a purely secular education,
The Kildare Place Socicty was founded in that year, but its failure led
in 1824 to the appeintment of a Select Committee, whkich made a
genuine effort to reach the people by establishing schools, in which
gecular subjects should be taught to all the children together, while
the religious instruction should be given by the clergy to the children
of their own flocks. This system was firmly established by the
institution of the National Board of Education in 1831, But it has
only succeeded well when the schools were altogether separate, i.c.,
when Proiestants and Catholics each taught in their own, However,
the Catholics gave the attempt a fair chance, Archbishop Crolly
loyally supported the new system, and induced the Christian
Brothers to adopt it, but they found the religious restrictions put
upon them so onerons that, after fully discmssing the matter at a
special conference, they withdrew from all conpection with the
Board. Their view was summed up by Archbishop McHale in the
memorable words: “ Ireland is a Catholic country, and as such
the vast majority of her people have g right to have a system of
education ba<ed upon Catholie principles.” Cardinal Cullen and
Arclibishop Walsh have followed these prineiples, and you will
know now the present agitation for full justice for Catholics in
Lreland,

Abont New Zealand I have no need to speak — you know
ouly too well your struggles and your zeal to keep the Catholia
schools efficient. The preacher guoted the warning words of
Dr. Whateley, the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin : * If we give up
mixed education . we give up the hope of weaning the Irish
trom Popery,” and concluded an able and interesting discourse by
appealing to his hearers to be ever true to the caunse which the
Church has so much at heart, the caunse of Catholic education,

gorregpondence,
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THE CERTENARY OF 1798.

TO TUE EDITOR, N.Z, TABLET,

Bir,—In this world we should be almost prepared for anything,
but I must confess that I was not prepared for the rather volunti-
nous effusion which appeared in the last issue of the TABLET over the
signature, “ . J. O’RecAn" It would beimpossible, except in the
diatribes of a * Roaring Kane,” to find anything so hopelessly un-
philosophic and so presumptuously ignorant as My, O’Regan’s pro-
duction, Mr. O'Regan has the brazen-faced audacity, under the
cloak of patriotism, to teil Irishmen that they must not celebrate
the memory of "03, lest. forsooth, they may hurt the susceptibilities
of the higoted and ignorant portion of the community. Mr,
O’Regan tells us that the celebration will foster “ racial or religious
hatreds” ; will be showing sympathy towards “rebellion” ; will be
a Catholic movement ; will be misconstrued by the ignorant ; and
will thereby excite the ire of the mob. What noble sentiments
He then proceeds to give us a leeture on religion and on the Church
and institutes a comparison between the Church of the living God
and the ravings of rank Socialists,

Now in a country like this there will always be a number of
people who will think and speak in this manner, without once sus-
pecting that they are only repeating the Socinian and so-called
* Liberal” cant of the day. Peace is beautiful. and we are always
to follow after the things which make for it ; but peace is founded
in truth and justice, and there is and can be no peace out of God.
It is the peace of the Lord which was left with the faithful, and
which they are to study to merit and preserve. The Church in this
world is the Church militant, and does and nust wage deadly war-
fare with falsehood, error, heresy, sin, iniquity, and her children
torpet their love and fidelity to her when they shrink from this
warfare, seck to divert her from 1t, or show the least disposition to
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