
We have received from Messrs Loft and Co. their pictorial
almanacfor1898. It is an excellentphoto of PopeLeo XIIL,and
will, we are sure, be very mnch appreciated by all the firm's
dustomers.

The work done by thepupils of St. Dominick'sCollege, which
is referred to more fully in another column, was beautifully laid
out inSt.Joseph'sschoolroom. Itis a veryfinedisplay, and speaks
volumes for the efficiency of the teaching at theCollege and for the
splendid work which the good nunsaredoing for thehigher educa-
tion of our Catholic girls.

Archdiocese of Wellington.

The publichavelong learned to look forward to the annual enter-
tainment of the pupils of the Dominican Nuns in the confident
anticipation of a rare treat, and never yet have they been dis-
appointed in that expectation. The entertainment on Friday
evening last provednoexceptionto the rule. There was,as there
always is in the entertainments promoted by these gifted teachers,
something fresh, striking, and original,and everything attempted,
without a single exception, was performed in the most effective
mannerpossible. The entertainment this year took the form of a
PictureConcert, inwhich various striking allegorical and mytho-
logical pictures were beautifully represented in living statuaryby
the pupils of the College. There was a very large and warmly
appreciativeaudience. The first item by thepupils was anallegori-
calpicture,"The Flight of Time,"in which wererepresentedFather
Time, the Four Seasons, the Guardian Spirits of the air,and the
gliding of Time from the old year to the new. The picture was
very beautiful,and the admiration of theaudience was expressedin
long andhearty applause. Anappropriatelecturette wasadmirably
deliveredbyone of thepupils. A grandduode concert

"
Capricante,"

was thenplayedin splendid style on three pianos by six pupils of
the college. Threeotherduos, two waltzesby Chopin, andan over-
ture by Gurlitt, were also played in the same way on the three
pianos,andwith such skill and such perfect precision that even a
carefullistener, trusting only tohis ear,would have declared that
only one piano was being used. These pianoforte selections were
keenly enjoyedby the audience, anditis certain that but for the
rule prohibiting encores most, if not all of these items
would have had to be repeated. "A holiday scene in
Andalusia," was the subject of the next picture. The girls were
dressed in the costume of Spanish maidens, and after song and
chorus inpraise of the

"
Land of the vineand olive, lovely Spain,"

the band joined hands ina merry but graceful frolic dance. The
audience wouldgladly have hada repetitionof thepicturebut the
rule already referred to had tobe respected. The next item was
a vocal solo, "

A birthday," by Miss Lucy Connor. Miss Connor,
who has now quite established her reputationas a vocalist, was
heartily and deservedly applauded for her effort. A mythological
picture, "

Jove's message to the nine," followed. The picture
representedMercury, themessenger of thegods, arrivingon Mount
Parnassus,and delivering to Apollo and the Muses the commandof
Jove, to prepare music and song for the great banquet which
Jupiter was about to give in honour of Minerva. An appropriate
lecturette was delivered by one of the pupils and the item was
rendered still more interesting and enjoyable by the bright and
cleverly-written dialogue which was introduced. The picture was
one which lent itself very readily to scenic effect, andit must be
admitted that the verymost wasmade of the opportunity. As the
changing lij>ht fell uponthe classic group the effect was strikingly
beautiful, and the audience from time to time broke out into
enthusiastic applause. A very pretty ami graceful skirt-dance,
which was introduced in thebanquetof the gods, was verygreatly
admired. The nextpicture. '"The Circassian midgets," while very
s'riking and pretty, had more of the comic element than
any of the others. The representativesof this diminutive race
were provided with Chinese umbrellas, and their remarkable per-
formances with these instruments, along with their quaint and
curious dancing, afforded the audience the greatest enjoyment. A
determined effort was made to securea repetitionof this item,but
without success. The concluding item was a*Dissolving View

"
which included all the performers and afforded ample scope for
beautiful lime-light effects. In this,as in all the other picture-
scenes, appropriate choruses were rendered by the children in a
manner that showed careful and skilful training. An efficient
orchestra played some veryenjoyable selections at the opening of
both parts of the programme andaccompanied thechildren in the
choral work. Altogether the entertainment was a complete success
and wasentirely worthyof thehigh reputationwhich the Convent
pupils and their gifted teachers have so deseivedly gained.

At the conclusion of the entertainment the Rev. Father
Murphy, on behalf of his Lordship the Bishop, who was unable,
through indisposition,tohe present, thanked the audience for their
attendance in such large numbers and the children for the very
great treat they had given them. He warmly complimented the
children on their great success in the Government Inspector's
examination,and he hoped and confidently believed that the school
and college would continue tomaintain the high standard which
they had now reached. He heartily wished them all a merry
Christmas and happy New Year,andprayed that God's best blessing
mightfollow them throughout the rest of their lives.

(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
December 18, 1897.

Theusualhalf-yearlymeetingof the juvenilelodge of theH.A.C.B.S.
washeldonWednesday night,when there was a good muster. The
election of officers for the next term resulted a9follows :—Vice-
president, Bro. J. Smith; secretary, Bro.D. Kelly; treasurer, Bro.
A. Walker ;guardian,Bro. D. Gosling;sick visitors,Bros. Segrief
and Stratford.

The Rev. Fathers Hickson, Mahoney, O'Reilly, and Tymons
have gone ona holiday trip through the South Island. They left
Nelson on their bicycles on Wednesday last, for the West Coast and
from thence will proceed via Springfield to Christchurch, and will
veryprobably visit Dunedin. The trip is expected to extend to a
month.

At latest accounts the Very Rev. Dr.Watters was taking his
well-earnedholiday in the Wairarapa district. On Sunday last he
occupied the pulpit at St. Patrick's Church, Masterton. On next
Sunday he will preachat Otaki.

The examinations for two scholarships, value forty
guineas each and tenable for two years, in connection
with St.Patrick's College,are nowbeingheldinvariousparts of the
Colony. The scholarships are openonly to boys attending Catholic
schools, but may be competed for by Catholics attending other
schools whereno Catholic School exists in the district. The two
scholarshipswent toChristchurch last year.

The authorities at St.Patrick's College areever abreast of the
times, and as a consequence the institution is equipped in a style
which excitesthe admiration of visitors. The latest improvement
is the installation of the electric light, the plans for which are
beingnow prepared, so that the work will be completed before the
teginning of thenextterm.

Mr. RobertDarrock, thepopular and genial second master of
the MastertonState school, is about to join the ranks of the bene-
dicts. The pupils of the school,prior tobreaking-up for theholi-
days, presented him with a salad bowl and a silver teapot in
recognition of his popularity and as a contribution towards house
furnishing. The presentation was accompanied withmany expres-
sions of good-will and hopes that every prosperity would attend
him inhis married life.

A deeply edifying and highly impressive ceremony took place
at St.Mary of the Angel's on Sunday morning,when close upon
two hundredchildren and adults received the sacramentof Confir-
mation at thehands of his GraceArchbishop Redwood. There were
nearly r>o adults presented,someof whom had neglected toreceive
the sacrament in their early days, whilst there were several con-
verts who had only recently received instructions. Mass was cele-
brated by the Vfry Rev. Father Devoy, S.M.,V.G-. After Mass his
Grace preachedon thenature of Confirmation, its matter and form,
and exhorted those about to be confirmed to remember the many
blessings they were to receive,as Confirmation when received inthe
proper"spirit gave them the strength necessary to stand firm in the
faith atall times and in all trials. His Grace then administered
the sacrament,being assisted by the Very Rev.Father Devoy and
theRev.Father O'Shea, Mr. andMrs. Casey acting as sponsors. His
Grace will administer the sacramentat Father Lane's Church at the
Lower Hutt to-morrow,and will preachbothmorning andevening.

The children attending the various Catholic schools of the city
will be entertained at a picnic at the Very Rev. Father Lane's
grounds at theHuttonBoxingBay. A meeting was heldon Sun-
day afternooninconnection with thematter,whencommittees were
set up tosuperintend the arrangements.

There is at presenta small debt on the church at Pahautanui,
and the Catholics of the districthave determined toget rid ot itby
holding abazaar rext month. The amount is not large,but still it
is sufficient to tax the resources of the people in a sparsely settled
district, and interfere with the carrying out of what maybe con-
siderednecessary improvements. Itis tobe hopedthat theproposed
bazaar will be a success,and thatat its close the goodpeople of the
district will have the satisfaction of seeing this financial burden
removed.

IRISH PILGRIMS IN ROME.

Ithas come andgone. We have had our audience. We haveseen
the HolyFather. We havelooked on hisface, sublime inits ascetic
beauty. We have felt thepressure of his hands. We haveheard the
mu.sio of his voice,and the dullest amongst ushas been thrilled to
theheart by his cordial andkindly tone. For some time past his
Holiness has been specially reserving himself for this reception of
tht- Irishpilgrims, andotheraudiences havebeenpersistentlyrefused.
To-day his Holiness said a special Mass for the pilgrims in the
famous Sistine Chapel in theVatican, where thefretcoeson the ceil-
ings are the masterpieces of Michael Angelo. Itis impossible to
debcribe the splendour and solemnityof the ceremonial. Nothing
was lelt undone toaddexceptionaldignity to the occasion. Twenty-
four members of theNoble Guard, 100 of the Swiss, were stationed
in the church. Several Commendari attended, including Marquis
MacSwiney and Cavaliere Christmas of Water ford. Hia Holiness
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Eichardt's Hotel,Queenstown, now conducted by Mrs.Fraser,
stillkeeps upitshighreputationat. oneof the leading hotels ia New
Zealand for the accommodationof tourists, families and thegeneral
travellingpublic. Mrs.Fraser, whois well known bothiv Dunedin
and the lake*, weneed hardly bay, has everything in thehousekept
in first-class style. A porter for the convenienceof visitors meets

the steamer every night.
Messrs. G. and T. Young, watchmakers and jewellers, 88

Princes street, Dunedin, have jiut landed a choice selection ot
Christmas andNew Year presents. The goods are the verynewest
obtainableand customers can rely on getting the very best value for
their money.-

OCT \/(~\IID fTVPQ toQuality and the world is ull of Cheap Things. Low Prices get Customer, but
V^/L-OvDU. YvJUrV L. ICO it ja Quality thatkeepsthem. This is proved by the Enormous Saleof TIOEB

BLEND TEAS. They are old ispopularity,butever younginmemory~*%l youdo netuse thembeginatonoy


