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Ax examination in music under the auspices of the Associated
Board of the Royal Academy and the Royal College of music was
held here on Thursday last. This is the first examination held in
Wellingtonunder the Associated Boards and isnot intended to be in
any bense a rival to that of Trinity College,London, which was the
first in the field. The result of the examination was that thepupils
fromSt.Mary's Convent were again prominently to the fore. In
the higher division for singing Miss Lottie McDonald secured
honours with 1)1 marks. The other candidates from the convent
whopassed in singing were:

— (Higher division)May Sullivan,77 ;
Annie Cemino, 74 ;Florence Stafford, 73;MaryMaxwell,07 ;Mary
Tracy,00. In the courseof conversation after the examination, the
examiner expressedhis pleasureatthehigh standard thatmusic had
attained in this Colony,and spoke inverycomplimentary termsof
the singing of Miss Lottie McDonald, which was artistic in the
highest degree.

The Rev. Dr. Kennedy, of Meanee arrived in Wellington on
Friday andis at present the guest of the Very Rev.Father Devoy
at the presbytery, Boulcott street. Father Kennedy, lam pleased
tosay, is much improved inhealth since he was lastinWellington.
Some time ago he took to cycling, with the result that the hip
trouble whichhe suffered from for a considerable time, is fast dis-
appearing, and he is now able to walk withlittle difficulty,and can
travelon the bicycle any distance. Iunderstand that he attributes
hia progress to the use of the machine, the exertion having evi-
dently a verybeneficial effect on the hip. He will leave for the
houth onMonday, tovisit his relatives in Canterbury.
Ihear that ttio shorthand classes at St.Patrick's College,under

Ihe direction of Mr. Whyte, havebeen verysuccessful, and that the
piogres.s made by some ot the students in the study of the " winged
ail. has been something phenomenal.

Sunday and Tuesday last were Jetc days at Meanee, when the
ordination ot three priests took place, the ceremony being per-
formed by his Grace Archbishop Redwood. On Tuesday morning
iit the ten o'clock Mass the Revs.John O'Connell and P. Fay,both
ot Canterbury, and old students of St. Patrick's College were
ordained deacons, and the Rev.s.EugeneKiinbell,Nicholas Moloney,
andG. Mahoney,received the tonsure andminor orders. There was
a very il.irge congregation present, among whom were many rela-
u\erf of the ordinants who had come from different parts of the
Colony for the impressive ceremony. On Tuesday the Rev. John
0Council, Rev. P. Fay, and Rev. Hugh McDonnell (Greymouth)
were rai.«ed to the dignity of the priesthood, and the Revs.
llugeno Kimbell, N. Moloney, and G. .Mahoney were ordained sub-
deacons. The Church was crowded on this occasion also, among
tnose present being a number of clergy from difl'eient parts ot the
archdiocese, including the Rev. Father-.. Grogan and Pell (Napier),'
Rev. Father Sm\ the (Hastings), Rev. Father Power (Wainawa)
1Lev. Father Amsworth (Wellington), the Rev. Fathers Berisped,
Yardiu. and Le Prctre anil the clergy of the seminary. The cere-
mony was a deeply impressiveone,especially at the imposingof the
hands, and many were moved almost to tears

—
tears of joy— when

they wont inside the sanctuary rails to receive the newly-ordained
priests'bles>ing. On the followingmorning the Key. Fathers Fay,
O'Connell, and McDonnell celebrated their first Mass, when the
relatives of the young priests and many others had the happiness
of receiving Holy Communion from their hands. The ltev. Father
0Council passed through Wellington on Kriday on hisway to his
home inChristchurch. The Rev. Father Fay stayed in theEmpire
City,being the guest of the Very Rev.Father Devoy, but proceeds
to ins home in Leeston next week. Itis worthy ot note that all
those ordained had been educatedat St. Patrick's College, and are
members of the Society of Mary.

A valuable oil painting of the Florentine school has been
presented by the Countess Jouffiay d'Abbans, wife of the French
consul, to the Key.Father O'bullivan, of St. Patrick's College. The
p.untnm is over 200 yearsold, and is regarded as a very tine speci-
menot the work oi this school of Italian artists. Itis nowhung in
the Father's dining-room, whi-rc it is an object of considerable
interest. The subject is entitled the "Marriage of St. Catherine."

1regret tohave to record the deathof Mr.Patrick T. Cosgrove,
which took placeat his father's residence, Murphy street,on Friday
evening. The deceased was a sou ot Mr. .wichael Cosgrove, for
many years chief messenger at the House of Represntatives. Mr.
Cosgrove had been connected with the local telegraph staff tor
upwardsof twenty years,and his geniality and unfailing courtesy
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So dark a forethought roll'd about his brain
As on adull day in anoceancave,
The blind wave feelinground his long seawall
Insilence.

In1808,somebody seat him
"

The Lays of a Convict," dealing with
the treatment of Irish political prisoners, whereuponhe wrote to
Mr. Gladstone :

'" My Deau Mr. Gladstone— The enclosed has
been sent to me, possibly to youalso ;if not,readit now;it seems
tome a terrible cry. Idon't much believe in the accuracyof the
Irishmangenerally ;butIwit>h you,who enlightened us formerly
on the Neapolitanprisons, toconsider whether here,too, therebenot
a grievous wrong to be righted.— Yours ever, A. TENNYSON."
Evidently his subsequent intercourse with Gladstone did not,bow-
ever, awakenhim to a realisation of Ireland's wrongsand their only
efficient remedy, for his verdict on tho great statesman'sHomeRule
Bill was

'"
Ilove Gladstone, butIhatehis Irishpolicy."

Archdiocese of Wellington.

tijnof our politics ? If such a fajt his never existed during our
entire history, is it not a little silly '

to fear where there is no
fear' ? Is there anything more supremely ridiculous than the
bugaboo that the Pop? or the Church is reaching out to control
*every rational or intentional act, including the casting of a
billot'?" A simple fact m;iyexplodj the mo^t pretentious theory.
Many true-blue

"pat-tree-ots"woul1 not understandanexplanation
of the office of the Popo:you might supply them with argument
but not with intelligence. The advaut:ge ot tho paragraph which
wequote is that so little intelligence i-. required to understand it.—
Aw Maria.

The Tris-h pilgrims, ci'"1luetcd by Father Clynn, Superior of the
Irish Augustinians whoserve the Church of St. Patrick in Rome,
went on Thursday, October 7, to the Vatiuui to aUond the Papal
Massin the Sixtine Chaptl. Some .".<)■)other persons were likewise
almitted to the service. The Pope wasborno into the chapel on a
carrying-chair at half-past eiuht,accompanied by several prelates,
including- Mgri. Stonor and Scott. During the Mass and the solemn
thanksgiving, afc which the Pope's chaplain officiated, the choir of
the Sixtine Chapelperformed someexquisitemotets. Afterwards the
Pope returned to the altar, from which he delivered, in a firm voice,

the Apostolic Benediction. About 20 of the leading pilgrims were
then presented to his Holiness,by Father Glynn and Mon«ignori
Stonor and Scott. They denied beforehisHoliness, who was seated
on the throne, and who.ashe received their offerings, gave themhis
hand to kiss, and addressed to each a few gracious words. The
reception being over, the Pops was borne on a sedia, gestatoria
through the ranks of the faithful, and was loudly acclaimed,especi-
ally by the Irishmen. Among thepilgrims was Dean Staunton, of
Achonry. Apart from a large sum of money contributed to the
Peter's PenceFund, the leaders of the pilgrimage presented to the
Popea commemorative address beautifully engrossed and illumin-
ated ingold, with a frame of silver gilt. All the Irishpilgrims who
couldnot be admitted to kiss thePope'shand in the morning went
to the Vatican during the afternoon, when his Holiness received
theminthe Clementine Hall. In the evening thepilgrimsattended
a reception givenin their honour at the St. Peter's Club. Cardinal
Jacobini and Mgri. Sambucetti and Stonor were invited. It has
beendecided that successive parties of Irish pilgrims shall go to
Rome inFebruary, 181)8,instead of at the present time.

Referring to the reported iline«s of the Pope, the Xrw York
Journal takes occasion to say:" Often as his Holiness has rallied
and surprised those near him by his extraordinary recuperative
power, his great ago and fragile physique justify the apprehension
thathis race is nearly run. K-ill the wurld will hope that de-pue
his SO years, ]a'o ni'iylong he spuvl. A'-itiridly in his wiakia1^

andperilhe willhave the prayei-. Nt Christendom, inside an1 oul-
eide his church. His wislo;n. hi-- in-5 charily ha\e -won
him a unique ])lace in the alfectiona'e i t^eni of mankind. He is a
force for >io )1 thitomld ill be spired. A>i le altogether from his
lovable personality, Leo,as a st.itesm in.has lendeied high service
In a tune when the nuis-es everywhereha\o bivn stirred to discon-
tentby the pcr-i-tenc " of povcity .side by^ile with the country's
splenlid material pro/res^, Leo has spoken v\ or.]s ot peace thathave
beenhetded by labourer and enpitihst alike. V.'ith all the immense
authority of his ollice he his shown iriendsiiip for the two great
republics, America ami Prance, and pi ice1 tho Church in '"ympa-
fietic relations with orderly aspirations for lithviliberty. To him
the oppressed everywhere have learned to look with confidence
The most recentproof of the readiness ot hi-, lioart to respond Lo the
appealof the weak is his plea to Sp iin\ (,|iilc"i in bchali of the im-
prisoned andpersecuted Iwangelina Cisnero-*. Leo XIII.ranks in
his own time as a gre it man. and ln^ton. viewing the di lit icy ot
his position and his statesmanship in dealing with the problems
involving the Papacy, will confirm that estimate. When in the
course ot natureLeopiss.es away,his Church \\ill indeedbefortunate
if his successor shall be cast in the same noble andgenerousmould.''

The Londoncorrespondentof the Dublin. Fret lutttisJouri'til hns
this to say about the publication of certain of Queen Victoria's
letters in the Life of IVnny^on :—":

— "Lest there should be any doubt
as to whether Lord Tennyson acted without the appioval of the
Queen in publishing letters containing political allusions, many oi
them offensive to Irishmen, Her Majestyhas now written to Lord
Tennyson, complimentinghim on the manner in whichhe acquitted
himself of his biographical task. The political correspondence

the Queenand the late poet laiueate was revised by Her
Jlajestyherself before it v\as published." Almost everything bear-
ing onIreland or the Irishin the biography inquestion i-how.s (says
the Boston J'/lct) a lamentable narrowness ot mind on the part of
the poet, who was in most other things so high and generous,
hearted. Yethe had feometimes a dim suspicion that England was
not always in the right inher treatment of the unhappy sister-
island. To quotehis ownlines from

''
Merlinand Vivien," composed

ivoneof theBallybunion caveb
—
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