
(says the London Tablet) to be marked by both
sound legal asunen and sounl common sense. Mr. Le Mesurier
a fewyears ago professed himself a convert to Islam, adoptedan
Arabic nimj. ail although married to an English lady at the
time, promptly asserted his polygainic privilege as a Moslem by
taking to himself a second wife in the person of Miss Alice
Rivett-Carnac, who also professed to be, like himself, a convert
to the religion of the Koran. His first wife very naturally sued
for a separationfron her unfaithful husband. The new Moslem
(whom the CeylonGovernment haimeanwhile dismissed from the
Civil Service, of which hj was a rnembsr) protested that as a
Mohammedan he had a right to four, let alone two wives. But
the law and common sense have been too much for him. Said
the Colombo judge inhis judgment, after an elaboratereview of
both the old Dutch and British law:

"The defendant's status in
this country is a Christiau status, and it is governed by all the
laws universally recognised in Christendom, which have been
adopted by our Courts as regards Christians. The obligation of
monogamy is certainly one of them, irrespective of whether the
man be a Christian, Jew, Agnostic, Buddhist, Mormon or Moor-
man, so long as he is affected by his English domicile, and even
the laws of common sense seem sufficiently to indicate that the
defendant is no more entitled to cast off the obligation which he
had previously contracted and which,at the time of the contract,
was indissoluble by any one-sidedact of his own, thanhis wife, the
plaintiff,would beto acquirea Kandyandomicileandclaim theprivi-
legesof polyandry." Itis interesting to learn that Mr.Le Mesurier
is '" unable tosay whether he is an Englishman or not,"for though
the son of an English army officer whose family has long been
settled in England, he himself " was born in the lonian Islands,
his father's father in Algiers, and his mother was of Cretan origin
with Mohammedan relatives."

The turbulent election times, which are again uponus,are a
favourite season for the revival of the venerable calumny that
American Catholic3take their politics, as well as their religion,
from Rome. They are having an important election in Xew York
just now;and when theridiculous charge poppedup again, Arch-
bishop Corrigan wisely took advantage of it to makea public ex-
planation of thereal office of the HolyFather. Hethensaid :

"'
The

Catholic hierarchy has now been established in this country over a
hundrel years. Inall thatperiod can a single syllable be adduced
emanating from the Roman Pontiff for thepurpose of directing our
ballots ? In thesehundred yearshas a single Pontifical utterance
ex cathedra been made bearing in theremotest degree on the ques-

We havo already referred at some length to a
AN OUTSPOKEX correspondence which wasbeing carried onin the

ANGLICAN. columns of the London Tablet between two
Anglican clergymen theRev. J. K.Luim and the

Rev.R.C. Fillingham on the question as to whether or not there is
any teaohing authority in the Churoh of England. The Rev.
Fillingham stoutly maintained that there was no such .authority
anl defied his brother clergyman to po;nt out precisely where the
"teaching voice" was to be found. Mr Lunn mvd3 various sugges-
tionsbut after being driven from pillar to post by the pjrsistent
logicof his opponent eventually retired, uttcily worsted, from the
contest. Other Anglican correspondents came to the helpof the
belated Lunn and the controversy still continues. It has now
shifted to the legality or otherwise of th) vestm -nts uselby the
HighChurch oler^ymen,and though this subject is in itself of little
interest toany bub Anglicans some of the statements made by Mr.
Fillingham, in his last letter, on the general position of the
Anglican Church are mojt interesting and put the whole question
in anutshell. What couldbe neater for example, than the wayiv

$m ZEALAND fASLffI. [Friday, ftecemoer id,180^.
of whichall our land legislation Bhould be dirested, and we are
strongly convinced that the nearer we approach to that ideal
the better for the well-being and prosperity of the country. But
whether accepting or rejecting Henry George's plan of ref >rm, it
is impossiblenot toadmire him for his intense sympathy with the
poor and suffering, for the earnestness and sincerity of his convic-
tions, and for the courage and eloquencewith which he proclaimed
them. As Michael Davitt has well paid ::

— "' Georgewas essentially
the economic apostle of the poor and disinherited. No man ever
united more lovable gifts with brighter talents inunselfish devo-
tion toa world-wide movementfor thebettermentof labouringman-
kindthan he whose loss willbe mourned by millions of sorrowing
friendsand followers throughout theworld."

Animportant and far-reaching change has been
THEUNIFICA- made,by an Apostolical Constitution just issued,
tion of the in the organisation of the great Franciscan
FRANCISCAN Order. The Order, as everyboiy knows, was

order. founded by St. Francis of Assisi in the year
1210, and its original rule was very strict. In

course of time, from one cause and another, the Order became
divided into various branches, the two main branches baing the
Conventuals and the Observantines

—
the former living in large

conventsand following'amitigated rule; the latter living more in
the manner of hermits, in rude dwellings, and according to the
original rigour of the institute. Still later, another off sboot, the
Recollects or GreyFriars, were established in Spain. Although the
various branches followed faithfully the main object which St.
Francis had in view,and theunity between them wasneverentirely
destroyed, yet the power of the Ordsr for good was necessarily
greatly weakenedandhamperedby this division of its forces. The
Holy Father, who has given frequent marks of his love for the
Order, has decidedthat the time is opportunefor its completerestor-
ation to theunity of other days, and this is to be effected by the
consolidation and amalgamation of the various branches of the
Order. Inorder that this importantproject might be carried to a
Bucces3ful issue,hisHolinessconsulted with those best able to give
wise counsel on this qlestion, and after the matter had been ca«e-
fully considered by the SacredCongregationofBishopsand Ilegilars.
and of thePropaganda, theHolyFather issued anApostolical Con-
stitution to give effect to their recommendations. By the first
regulation of the Constitution the na-nes of the Observants, Re-
formed, Bare-footed or Alcantarin and Recollects are abolished.
All these, says the regulation, will

'"
extinguish

"'
their several

designations andbe called
"

The Order of Friars Minor, without any
qualification"— "

Ordo Fratrum Minorum, sine ullo apposito."
They will be ruledby one Superior;they will obey the same laws ;
they will be under the same administration. Secondly,! with the
exceptionof obligations taken towards third persons, there will be
no specialstatutes, nor any special distinctions. Thirdly, they will
wear the same di\33s. Fourthly, they will have one Minister-
G-eneral. one Procurator-General, one Secretary-General, one Advo-
cate for Causes of Beatification and Canonization;and fifthly, the
acceptance of theseunified conditions is obligatory on all postulants.
The net result, therefore, of these changes is that the whole Order
willbe nowknown as the Order of Friars Minor, it will be under
one Minister-General,and will foUow the same rule, all privileges
attaching to particular communities baing withdrawn. If any
religious who have alreadypronounced their solemn vows should
desire a stricter rule,each province is empoweredto sot apart oneor
twohouses for sucha purpose, but without going outside the new
Constitution. Itmay be confidently predicted that this important
change will be fruitful inresults, and that this great Order, which
has given to the Church five popes, more than 50 cardinals, and an
immense number of patriarchs andbi-shops, will enter on a careerof
greatly increased usefulness in the high mission which it was
established to fulfil.

whichhedisposesof the
"

branch theory," i.e., the theory that the
Catholic, the Greek, and the English Churches areall branchesof
theone true Church. After referring to the logical inconsistency
and ignorance of the Bubject shown by one of his opponents, he
remarks:— "This is not surprising, as no one could be a High
Churchman whohas a logical mind— what logical mind couldhold^Q
the "Branch theory

"
of the Church, the delightful corollary of

whichis that theBlessed Virgin Mary is immaculateat Boulogne,
bat stained with originalsin at Dover ?" After dealing with the
question of the vestmentsMr. Fillingham continues :—":

— "
After thi9

Iwill leaveyour reviers to decide who is ignorant of his-subject
—

myself or your correspondent,and whether he is anauthority as to
the learningof the jul^es in these cises. Hehas nixieone delight-
ful statement, which gives away his own case altogether. He
accusesmeof falsehood in saying that ths Church of England says
nothing about General Councils except that they may err, and
triumphantly quotes a reference to an Act of Parliament which
refers to GeneralCouncils. So, according tohim, anAct of Parlia-
ment and the voice of the Church are synonymous. Iwant no
better admission. Ihave not gone so far as tosay thatthe Church
and anAct of Parliament are the same thing, as your correspon-
dentmaintains ;butIhavealwayscontended thatParliamentalone
is an ultimate authority in doctrine and ritual." The concluding
words of the letter are specially weighty ::— '" The fact is,sir, loyal
members of the Protestant Establishment and honest
men are weary of seeing a number of persons trying to
make our communion sail under false colours. For my
part,it is my indignation at this which makesme speakout. Iam
a State official— Iamno sacrificing piiest,and Iam not going to
pretend to be. My Church is a departmentof the State

—
State-

createdand State-governed And Iwillnot be silent when someof
its members pretend that itis a teaching Communion in the same
sense that the Catholic Church is." After the tortuoussophisms to
which one is accustomed from Anglican controversialists there is a
candour and outspokenness about this utterance that is very
refreshing. Mr. Fillingham's conclusions are most just and true,
and hisplainand pointedway of expressing them ought to bring
home to all honest and educated Anglicans of the High Church
variety the absurdity and inconsistency of their position.

The judgment in the LeMesurier case, whichhas
odds AND e.vds. exoited so much interest in Ceylon, seems to us
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