
IERE is every indication that before many
years are past the provision for a poll of the
people on political questions, which is known
as the Referendum, will be adoptedas part oftheir legislative machinery by almost the whole
of the Australasian colonies. During the last
parliamentary year no less than five of the
colonial Parliaments were occupied in discus-

sing ReferendumBills, and in four of them these Bills wereGovernment measures. In New Zealand the Bill was afc
first fathered by a private member (Mr. O'Regan),but it
has now been taken under the patronage of the Govern-
ment. Though,owing to the lateness of the session and
the amount of absolutely necessary work which yet remains
to be got through, the measure may be shelved for this
year, it is bound sooner or later to be adopted by the
Legislature. The Bill, as introduced in previous sessions,
was entitled v An Act to refer to the Electors of the Colony
certain Motions or Bills for their decision,"and provided
not only for a referendum when the two Houses should
disagree,but also that both Houses might by a resolution
submit any motion or Bill to the vote of the electors. If a
measure should have twice passed the Lower House and
should have been twice rejected by the Upper House, or
should have been amended in sucha way as to amount to a
virtual rejection, or if the other House should fail to pass
or reject the Bill within a certain time, then it was open to
the Lower House to pass a resolution submitting* the
measure to the referendum. It wasalso provided that, if a
Bill be negatived at the polls, the question shall not feebrought up again for three years, "unless 10,000 citizens
should demand it." It was further provided that both
Houses might decide to refer a question to the people,in
which case the people were only to be consulted on a
generalmotion or resolution,not on an Act of Parliament.
Should the answerbe anaffirmative one,the duty of at once
preparing aBill to giveeffect tosuchproposaldevolves upon
the Colonial Secretary, and the Bill must be brought inwithin ten days of the opening of the next session ofParliament. No new machinery hneeded in order to apply
the referendum, thatalreadyexisting beingamplysufficient for
the purpose. It is the duty of the Governor,on being noti-
fied that a measure is to be submitted to the referendum, to
publish the law in the Gazctl" and to fix a date for the
popular vote to be taken. The vote is taken in precisely the
same wayas in the case of a generalelection. There are the
same writs,returning officers,polling places and penalties.
The ballon papers contain thename of the Bill or the terms
of the motion and the words "For" and "Against." If
the voter wishes to support the Bill he strikes out the word
"Against"; if he wishes to oppose it, the word "For"
is struck out. Should a majority vote in favour of
the Billit is to become law on a date to be named by the
Governor by proclamation, and in the New Zealand Bill
there is no provision requiring the Governor's assent to themeasure.

The Referendum is essentially, and in the best sense
of the _ expression, a democratic measure, and as both
parties in the country now profess to " trust the people,''
the measure should receive hearty support from both sidesof the House. The advantages attaching to this poll of
the peopleare sufficiently obvious. In the first place it isa
valuable check onhasty and class legislation. As we knowby painful experience the representatives of the people may
bedecehed or corrupted, and may thus entirely misrepre-
sent or betray their constituents. Moreover, they may bereally mistaken as to the wishes of their

constituents, or

folay,November 26,1897.] Kfew ZEALAND tfABiiET.
IN MEMORIAM.

In loving memory of JohnGriffin, who died 22nd November.—
RI.P.

The New Zealand Tablet.
Fiat Justitia.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1897.

THE COLONIES AND THE REFERENDUM.

NOTICE.

Allcommunicationsconnectedwith the ComviercialDepart-
ment of the N.Z. Tablet Newspaper are to be addressed to
John Murray, Secretary, to whom also Post Office Ordersand
Cheques are inall instances to be madepayable.

Allcommunications connected with the literary depart
tiient, reports, correspondence,newspaper cuttings, etc.,should
be addressed to the Editor.

Correspondents are particularly requestedto bearinmind
that to insure publicationin any particularissue of the paper
communicationsmust reach this Office not later than Tuesday
morning.
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LOUIS GILLE & CO
catholic booksellers and church furnishers,

586 George street and 75 Liverpoolstreet Sydney.

f BOOKS FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER.
Devotion Holy Rosary (Muller), 4s ;per post, 4s 4d. The

Rosary— Its History, etc.(Lescher, O.P.), 3d ;per po.*t. 4d;Little
Rosary Sacred Heart, Is;per post, Is Id. Life St. Francis Assisi
(Challippe), (Is;per post, 6s fid. History St.Francis Asmsi (L'Abbe
Monnier), Kis;per post, 17s. Divine Redeemer and His Church
(Douglas), 2s 6d;per post, 3s. Month October, dedicated St.
Francis, 33;per post, 3s 4d. HelpPoor Souls in Purgatory, la 6d;
per post, Is Bd. Life St. Stanisltius (E. H. Thompson), 5s ;per
post. 5s sd. Story Rt.Stanislaus (Goldie. S. J.), 4s 6d ;per po»t,
48 lid. Life and "Revelations St.Gertrude, 7s Od ;per post,8s 2d.
Exercises St.Gertrude, Is;per post, Is2d. Spirit St.Gertrude, Is;
per post, 1 2d. Prayers St. Gertrude (cloth), Is; per post, Is 2d.
Prayers St. Gertrude (morocco). 4s (Id;per pos-t, 4s Bd. Life St.
Cecilia (Guerangur), 4b;per pot>t, 4a Od. Lite and Martyrdom St.
Cecilia (Bowden),Is ;per post. Is2d. Life St.Catherine Sienna, by
her confessor, 4s ;per post, 4s Cd. Maxims and Counsels of St.
Catherine of SieDna, Is;per post IsId.

CatholicHome Annual for 1897. with many fine full page and 75
smaller illustrations, post free Is.

Catholic Boys' and Girls' Annual, a charming book for children.
post free 3d.

TREES, PE.AR TREES,
CHERRY TREES, PEACH TREES, APRICOT

TREES AND SMALL FRUITS.
All Clean,HealthyandWell-Rootedand atLowPrices

The Best Peas are
CARTER'S "DAISY," CANNELL'S "ENGLISH WONDER

"
andTABER'S "DUKE OF YORK."

New Introductions. 8d per packet,post free.

Choice Vegetableand Flower Seed3from 3dper packet.

HOWDEN AND MONCRIEFF,
51Prikces street, Dunedin.

InthePress and willShortly be Published—
THE LAST EPISODE

Of

THE TEMUKAJOURMEIU.
A Reply To

"PROTESTANTISM VURSI'SROMANISM". (No. 3),
By the REV. J. DICKSON, M.A.,
Presbyterian Minister, Temuka.

—By the—
VERY REV.THEOPHILUSLE MENANT DESCHESNAIS, S.M.

Canterbury Orderb tc be sentto the author,Temuka.
Orders from other parts of the Colony maybe had from—

J. J. CONNOR,
TAblet OrriCE.
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(IRANDENTER T A IN M E N T
MUSICAL. DRAMATIC AND GYMNASTIC,

By the Pupils of the
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' SCHOOL.

The Programme will include
TWO SCENES FROM SHAKESPEARE'S "JULIUS CESAR,""

The Burglary at Mrs.Maylie's (Oliver Twist).
Solo.Duet, Concerted Pieces by a Specially-Trained Singing Class.

Uymnai-tics Exercises, including: MusicalDrill,Dumb-bells,
Wands, Clubs.Parallel Bars, andTableaux.

ORCHESTRAL MUSIC.


