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THE IRISH HIERARCHY AND THE UNIVERSITY
QUESTION.

Y
"

AN IMPORTANT STATEMENT.

AT a general meeting of the archbishops and bishopa of Ireland,
held in St. Patrick’s Uollege, Maynooth, on the 23rd ult,, a1l the
Irish prelates being present, with the exception of the Most Rev.
Dr, Nulty, Bishop of Meath. who was unavoidably absent, a s*ate-
ment on the Irish University Question was unanimously adopted,
which set forth :—

Bince our last meeting we have observed, with great sntisfac-
tion, the progress which the question of Catholic university educa-
tion has made,

The striking declaration in which the Catholic Iaity of Irveland.
renewing » similar declaration made in the Year 1870, put forth
their claim to educational equality with their Protestant fellow-
countrymen, has had a decided effect upon public opinjon, and has
put beyond question the fact that the Catholie laity are absolutely
at ong with the bishops on this question, and feel as keenly as we
do the disabilities to which, on sccount of their religious prineiples,
Irish Catholics are still obliged to submit,

After referring to the amendments moved by Mr, Eangledew,
Mr. Lecky's fair statement of the case, and Mr. Morley's and Mr.
Balfour's speeches in Parliament, the statement of their Lordshipa
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The issues of the case which seem to be
mental and on which we state our views as
possible, seem to be :—

1. What should be the proportion of laymen to ecelesiastios on
the governing body of the projected Catholic university ¢

. Do we ask an endowment for theological teaching {

4. What security should be given to professors and others against

arbitrary dismissa] ?

4. Are we prepared to accept the application of
of Dublin Tests Act™ of 1873/

1. With regard to the constitution of the governing body we
have to remark that the question of the relative numbers of laymen
and ecclesinstics upon it is of very recent origin, For forty years,
during which Irish Catholics were engaged in agitating for redress
in university education, this question was never once raised, nor
was any opposition between these classes even surwrested ; and now
we would impress upon the Government that nothing, in our
Gpinion, would be more fatal to the fature of the university than to
approach its constitution in an anti-clerical pirit, which ix abso-
lutely alien to the whole character and disposition of our people.

If however, such a spirit is excluded, and there is gimply a
desire to give to the university the best and broadest constitution,
with & view to attaining the highest edueational results, we have to
say that, whatever may be thought of the relative merits of ecole-
siastics and laymen as the directors of a university in the abstract,
we do not eonsider that in the particular circumstances of this case
it would be reasonable to propose that there should be a Drepou-
derance of ecclusiastics on the goveruing body.

regarded as funda-
clearly and briefly as

“The University

L=

The new university will be oalled uponr principally to provide
secular teachinz. Our theological students are provided for at
Maynooth and other ecelesiastica] colleges, and the need of a Catholic
university is mainly to twach recular knowledge to lay students.

But, on the other hand, there are some considerations which it
is well not to overlovk. One of the alvantages which we expect
from the feundation of a Catholic university is the opportunity
which it will afford of wiving a higher education to the cendidates
for the priesthood in Irelund ; and these alone, it will be observed,
will make, from the fivst, o large accession to the number of stu.
dents in the university.

Then the whole system of secondary elucation, in which
thousands of Catholic youths are now pur-uning their studies, has
come by the spontancous action of the Cutholivs of Ireland to he
aloet entirely under evelesiastical directinn. For many of these
students & university course is the natural completion of their
studies, and we should hope that with cur encouragoment large
numbers of them would pass on to the new university.

Finally, the Catholic university colleges, notably those of S,
Stephen’s green and Blackrock and the Catholic Umiversity School
of Medicine, would with our consent he merged in the contem-
plated university ; and h.nee it will be seen that we bishops ap-
proach the settlement of this question, not empty-handed, but that,
altogether independently of the rights which our Catholic people
recognise as attachiny to us ay their reitrious teachers, we have
claims to consideration which it would be neither just mor reason-
able to ignore.

On this head, then, we have to say that if, in other respects,
the governing body is properly constrtuted, we do not ask for n
prependerance, nor even an equality in number, of ecclesiastics
upon it, but are prepared to accept & majority of laymen.

2. As to theolugrienl teaching, we accept unreservedly the solu-
tion suggested by Mr. Morley—a solution which was accepted in
principle by all parties in Parliament in the year 1893-—namely,
that & theological faculty should not be excluded from the Catholic
University, provided that the chairs of the faculty are not endowed
out of public funds. We are piepared to asscnt to such a provision
and to any guarantees that muy be pecessary, that the Moneys
voted by Parliament shall be applied exclusively to the teaching of
secular knowledge,

3. As to the appointment and removal of professars, Mr, Lecky
raised an important peint, and at the same time incidentally
indicated at least the principle of its solution.

As reported in Hansard, he said, reterring to the appointment
of professors :—* Qf course they would be chosen not merely on the
ground of competence, but also to a great extent on the ground of
creed. This was inevitable, and therefore he did not wish to object
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to it; but he trusted thas, having heen chosen. something would he
done to give them eeeurity of position.”

Row it is perfectly obvious that reasons of religion which
would prevent o man's appointment ns professor, might in given
circumstances tell against bis continuance in office. But we think
that both conditions—namely, abaolute security for the interests of
faith and morale in the university, and ab the sume time all reason-
able protection for the position of the brofessor,—may he met by
submitting such questions to the decision of n strong and well-
chosen Board of Visitors, in whose independence and judicial
character all parties would have confidence,

4. There only remains the condition whih Mr. Morley ruggests,
of the application of  the University of Dublin Tests Act™ of 1878,
With reference to this we have to say that, with some modifications
in the Act, in the sense of the English Acts of 1871 and the Oxford
and Cambridyge Act of 1877, we have no objection to the opening up
of the degrees, honours and emolutnents of the university to all
comers,

We have to add that in putting forwanl these views we assume
that, if Government deals with the question, it will be by the
foundation, not of a college, but of a university ; and we venture to
express our belief that by so doing they will best provide for all
interests concerned, espectally for those of hixher education.

These are our views,—and we trust they will be considered clear
and frank enough,-~upon the fundamental principles which, as far
a5 we can gather, the leading statesmen on all sides regard as the
governing factors in the problem,

Should her Majesty's Government desire any further statement
from us, we shall at all times he quite ready to make it,

TERRIBLE ACCIDENT AT HOBART,

THE PATIENT SENT OVER TO SYDNEY HOSPITATL,

ApvIces to hand convey the news of a terrible accident having
befallen a well-known and highly-esteemed resident of Hobart,
The unfortunate sufferer has, as the result of her mishap, been
afflicted with locomotor ataxia, an affliction that has in the past
baffled the skil} of the ablest physicians, and prononnced by them
as incurable, Mrs. Nellie Denver, who now resides at Countess
Cottage, Double Bay, Sydney, was kind enough to grant an interview
te our reporter, who called to investipate her case, and narrated her
experience as follows :——

“ About six years ago, when residing in Hohart, Tasmania, 1
had the misfortune to meet with a serious accident, which I subse-
quently discovered had seriously injured my spine, althouyh, strange
to say, I felt ro ill-effects for about two years atter. I then com-
menced to suffer from great weakness and dizziness and an intoler-
able feeling of exhauttion. I did not seek medical attendance at
first, but when I at last hecame aware of my sérious condition T
wias persuaded by my friends to go to the Syducy Hoepital, where I
remained bwo months without receiving any peritanent heunefit,. On
leaving the hospital I again rather neglecied 1y state of health,
and on applying for re-admission was tulormed that my case wag
perfectly hopeless, I obtuined admission to the Newington Asylam,
where I remained seven months ; ¥et etill I ot no better, being
unable to swallow any nourishing food. I then tank $wo courses of
electric baths. for which I paid six guineas, and with the exeeption
of some alleviation of my suffering, I eannot say that they did me
much rood ; in fact, I could not even walk, ro I imagined that there
was no cure in store for me. One day, on reading the darly paper,
I noticed an account of a marvellouns recovery effected by Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People. and considering that this cnse
(the one of Boilermaker Jarvis, suffering from locomotor ataxia),
closely resembled wine, 1 determined to make a trial of them, I
experienced relief after the first box, and have steadily improved
ever sineg ; wy appetite returned, and I censed to =ufter from that
terrible feeling of nervousness, I am now in wy seventh box, and
can confidently assert that 1 am most decidedly improved in heajth,
My friends also noticed a marked improvement in my condition, and
this T entirely attribute to the health-giving properties of Dr,
Williams' Fink Pills; in fact, it must be solely due to th-m, for I
have tried no other remedy. The proprietors of Dr. Williams' Pink
Pills are at perfect liberty to make whatever use they may think fit
of this statemens, for I feel deeply grateful for the benefit 1 bave
derived from them.”

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills cure rheumatism, neuralgia, locomotor
ataxy, 8t. Vitus' dance, nervous headache, and prostration, disenses
of the blood, such as scrofula, chronic erysipelas, et restore pale
and sallow complexions to the glow of health, are a specific for all
the troubles peculiar to the female sex, and in men cure nll cases
arising from worry, overwork or excesses, They are sold by all
chemists and stovekeepors geuerally, or the Dz, Williams' Medicine
Company, Wellington, New Zealand, will forward on raceipt of
stamps or P.0. order, one box for 3s, or half-dozen for 15s 94, postage
paid. Dr, Williams' Pink Pills f.r Pale Peuple are only wenuine
when put up in round wood boxes (about the size of a shilling),
with rame in full. Dr, Williams' Pink Pills for Pals People is on
the wrapper. They are never sold in bulk or by the hundred.

Mr Gawne, of Dunedin (says the Swtiland Times of April 13,
1891), has just been on a visit to Invercargill to push Lusiness a
litkle. Not that it wants much canvassing, for sinee he commenced
the manutacture of his Worcestershire Bauce, the denand hag kept
pace with his capacity to supply 1t. ITe nwkes a really pood thing
indistinguishable from the famous FLea and Pervin's, which he
places upon one's table at a much lower price, and trusts to thut to
secure 4 steadily growing trade. Those who have not yet tried the
¢)lonial article shounld put their prejatice a ice for a time and test
the guestion with a bottle or two.—ADVT.
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