
BELGIUM.
— Superiority of Catholic Schools.

—
Belgian

Liberals,likeFrenchRadicals, bear littlelove to the teaching Con-
gregations. During their regime, which, happily for thecountry,
was brought to an end in iBB4,everything wasdone whichcould
hamper the schools directed by the religious Orders, whilst all
possible encouragement was given to the teachers of the State
schools. The "Congregationistes" werereproachedwith ignorance,
with wantof capacity— they might teach the Catechism very well,
but so far as secular instruction went they werean absolute failure.In 1885, however, the Catholic Governmentinstituted a systemof
annual

" concours,"or competitions,between the variousschools in
thekingdom, and the results were such as togive a rudeawakening
to themaligners of the religious Congregations. A shorttime ago
theAbbo Keesens, speaking in thisconnection in the Senate,quoted
figures which brought into interestingrelief thecomparative effi-
ciency of the official schools and the establishmentsof the Brothers
of the Christian schools. The competitions were held each year
from 1885 to 1895, when they weredropped. Innine yearsout of
eleven thepupilsout of the Brothers atLiege carried off the first
prizes, leaving the communal schools farbehind. At Verviersthe
result was similar. Inthe same period at Tournai the Brothers
gained800 prizes,or an average of 70 each year. They presented
71 pupils for the

"
concours" in1889 and won70 prizes,amongst

which were44 firsts;in1890 the 76 pupils they presentedcarried off
75 prizes,amongst which were 58 firsts and 16prix d'honneur. At
Brussels the defeatof theCommunalschools was still more crush-
ing. In the competition of 1892 the communal schools gained, in
proportion to their averagenumber of pupils,but5*54 per cent,of
theprizes; theCatholicschools,on the other hand, obtained 10.13
per cent.,or nearly double; in1893 the communal schools obtained
5 95 per cent, oftheprizes,theCatholic schools 10-12per cent,again
nearly double; in 1894 thecommunal schools had5.87 percent., the
Catholic schools, 1048per cent.;and in1895 but 504 per cent of
the prizes fell to the communal schools andB*llper cent, tothe
Catholic. In the face of these facts the AbbeKessens might well
say,

"
If teachers whocarry off thehighest distinctionsare stillto

be classed as ignoramuses, whatqualification mu3tbe given to those
whoareso conspicuously unsuccessful1

"
FRANCE.— The Imprisonment of a Priest.— The Abb6

Bailly, cure-doyenof Donzy, has undergonetwodays' imprisonment
for an offence which, in the opinion of the anti-religious fanatios
whoinfest France, is oneof the most abominable

—
viz., thatof dis-

obeying the edict of a mayor, who,inhis contempt for "supersti-tion,"has placed his veto uponall religious processionswithin the
limits of his jurisdiction. The Abtifc Bailly is now classed withold
offenders against municipal authority. Twice he Teas fined five
francs for having disobeyed the mayor in thissamematter of pro-cessions, and the third time, although the pecuniary penalty waa
the same, it was emphasised by the additionof twodays' imprison-
ment. Ithas been a commonoccurrence,since wehaveenjoyed in
France the sweetsof liberty,soamply distributed from the time of
the tiiumph of the

"
priest-eating

"Republic, personified by Gam
-

betta and Jules Ferry, for the clergy to come into collision with
jugrx dr pn'u' for not appearing to understand the edicts of local
mayors, and fines have oftenbeen imposed upon them;but the
announcement that a priest has been sent to prison because he
has walked in an open-air religious procession is rather startling
even to Frenchmen, whoare not to be easily moved from their
indifference with ngard to the quarrel between themalric and the
presbytery, which, in many 1- calities areregardedas endemic.

Great Excitement.— At Donzy and throughout a consider-
able district in the department of Nieore the excitementhas been
great in consequence of the sentence which has been carried out
upon apriest who, for a quarter of a century, has been thecure of
the same parish, and whose undoubted popularity is founded not
only upon sacerdotal zeal, butupon benevolence of character. In
infringing the decree of theMayor Dubois the Abbe Bailly was to
havebeen arrested at thebeginning of the week,but ashe did not
feel disposed to facilitate the work of his persecutors hekept within
the presbytery, and for two days the gendarmes mounted guard
outside. They were not armed witha warrant that gave them the
right to enter the house. This,however,came in courseof time,
and the cure,wisely realising thatit would be useless to resist any
longer, surrendered. Before allowing himself to be arrested he put
a surpliceover Mbsoutane,and itwas thus that he passed through
the streetsbetween twogendarmes onhis way to therailway station,
while the indignant parishionersshouted: " Vive M. le Cure !

"'"
Vive la liberte I

"
The gendarmes, wishing to avoid this demon-

stration— which wasnot quite to their taste
—

had tried to get a cab
for their prisoner, but there was not a man who would allow his
vehicle tobe usedforsuch apurpose. The cure was taken to Cosne,
and he was accompanied in the trainby many of his parishioners.
At Cosne station there was a strongbody of police waiting,headed
by the Sub-Prefect, On Friday he was released fromprison, and
his returnhome was the occasion of another populardemonstration.
The mayor and his myrmidons at Donzy have certainly not
strengthened their position by this further act of tyranny. It
should be stated that a year ago the Abbo Bailly's stipend was
suppressed by the Government. Those who supposed that this
measure wouldhave tamedhim must now realise their mistake.

PORTUGAL.— A Princess Takes the Veil.
—

Princeso
Adelaide, widow of the first Dom Miguel of Braganza,head of the
former royal family of Portugal, took the black veil on Trinity
Sunday, whenshe wasreceivedi vedas aprofessedchoir nunattheBenedic*
tineabbey ofSt.Cecelia of Kolestnes inFrance. She is themother of
thepresentDukeof Braganza,andhersix beautifuldaughtershaveall
made brilliant matches, one, as the wifeof the former Archduke
CharlesLouisof Aubtria, expectedtobo Empreßß of Außtria, Prin*

Friday, August 2?, 18^7.j TiM SfiALAlfo tfAfclitf.
The Catholic World.to me then,a foolishinterest in the girl. He had taken her educa-

tion inhand from the time of her mother's death, and frequently
sent money to the aunt whenshe took the child to Irelandfrom his
own scanty stipend. Hedied about the time of Bond's second com-
mittal toPortland,and fromthatperiodIheardnothingof Catherine
Bond, as the girlwascalled."

Mr.Derwent again paused. Dermot was listening attentively."
IhopeIamnot wearyingyou,"Mr. Derwent said politely.

'■No,no;not atall," O'Brienprotested."Well, the yearspassedon. Ihadnot marriedagain;and the
gentleman you mayhave noticed with me at the Academy to-day
was generally assumed to be the heir to Derwent Hall.
The property is unentailed Ishould say. George Holmes is
a second cousin only of mine;but at the same time my sole living
relative;andit seemedfitting thatthe propertyshould pass to him."*' Yes," Dermot agreedas the speakerstopped."Iwas much surprised when Bond hadserved somesix years
of his second term of imprisonment to receivea message from the
Governor of Portland. To this hour Ido not know whether the
confession Bondmade to me wasprompted by a spiritof repentance
or by malice. He was dying when I,in answer tohis summons,
reached his side, butquite conscious. His confession was that it
wasnot my daughter who haddied yearsbefore,buthis own child.
His wife,dreading his fierce temper,and, hoping toretain the affec-
tion that was fast slipping fromher, concealedthe fact fromhim as
from others. There wasnoone tosuspect the fraud she practised.
Circumstances prevented Mrs. Carroll from re-visiting Derwent
Hall, and, asItold you,it was years afterwards beforeIsettled
down there."According toBond's story, the wrong she didpreyeduponhis
wife. She grew strangeand moody, and keptaway from her reli-
gious duties. Itwas only in her last sickness that she sent for
Father Selby. Whatever communication she made to him was
made under the sacred seal of confession. The priest left her,
intending toreturn next day, but the woman sank suddenly. In
her last moments she confessed everything to her husband and
bagged that the wrong she had done might be righted. Bond
doubtlessly intended to reap some lasting benefit through the dis-
closure thathadbeen made to him, but he wa3 in gaol whenIsawhim,and my refusal toaidhim incensedhim against me."

Iat onceput the matter into thehands of skilful detectives,
butIneversucceeded in finding either Bond's sister-in-law or the
child. Idid learn that the womanand child had settled near the
little village of Adare in Limerick,but they left itand no further
trace of them could be found. George has always insisted that
both were dead,otherwise our advertisements would have been
answered, andIatlength adoptedthat view ;butto-day

""Yes ?
"

Dermot said inquiringly, breaking the silence that fell
as Mr.Derwent hesitated."

To-dayIthoughtIwas looking into my dead wife's eyes.
Thatpicturein the Academy is marvellously likeher. Her beauty
wasof anuncommon type."" Miss Neagle is uncommonly beautiful," Dermot said."
Imust see the girl," Mr. Derwent said. "Of course she is

much too young to be my daughter, but she may be my grand-
daughter.""

Thenyou believeBond's story 1
""

Certainly, why should Inot / Besides, Father Selby's interest
inthegirl would imply thatheknew something of the matter. Do
youknow Miss Xeagle well.'

""Yes;and her brother also. He is theartist."'"
And they belong to Limerick ?

""
They were boruin it,but have residedin London for some

time."
"In London! That is well. Isuppose you could arrange a

meeting betweenus, Mr. O'Brien I
"

"Oh,yes.""
Do you know their mother'sname

—
her maiden name ?

"
Dermot shook his head."
Ihave a feeling thatit was Catherine Bond," Mr. Derwent

said, andDermot smiled doubtfully.
Nevertheless the speaker wasri^ht. Inoneof the churches of

Limerick City the record of the marriage of Patrick .Neag-le and
Catherine Bond was found,and also the baptismal certificates of
their son and daughter. Mr. Derwent's agents had gone too far
afield in their search. Catherine and her aunt had merely gone
from one partof a county to another, and the aunt's death andher
supposedniece's marriagehad taken place withina few months of
their settlement in the city.

There wasnoone dissatisfied whenMr. Derwent tookhis grand-
children to Derwent Hall, except, perhaps, George Holmes. He
was wise enough,however, to concealhis anger and dissatisfaction.

Dermot O'Brien's joy in the good fortune of his friends was
not altogether unalloyed. Itseemed to him that Fanchea as Mr.
Derwent's grand-daughter could neverbe wonfor a wife by apoor
journalist ;butFanchsa hadgiven him her love and Mr. Derwent
had conceived a warm liking for the young Irishman. Patrick,
too, was lavish of his invitations to Derwent Hall ; and at last
there came a day when Fanchea and Dermot plighted their troths
in the private chapel at the hall. The wedding gift of Patrick to
his sister was an exact reproductionof thepicture that hadbrought
them fortune:"A Wise Woman of Mungret."
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Myers and Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street,
They guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Their arti-
ficial teeth give generalsatisfaction,and the fact of themsupplying
a temporary denture while the gums are healingdoes awaywith the
inconvenience of being months without teeth. They manufacture a
single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally moderate.
Theadministration of nitrous-oxide gas is also a great boon to those
seeding theextractionof a tooth. Bead [Advt.]

"GET ON TTTR SOIL, YOUNG MAN " GET ON THE SOIL."

PI II'N DC\ M'^HCENIXCHAMBERS, AVENUE, WANGANUI. Land,"Estate-InsuranceandFinancial Agent*" Uv"» L/ v/ |A|;Valuator, GeiwnU Commission Ageat, fcabour Bureau, HotelBroker. CookVToutifit Agoo^


