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THE revelations of juvenile immorality which
were made in the cases heard recently in the Wel-
lington Police Court disclosed a state of things
which is unspeakably shocking, From the evi-
dence given it appears that numbers of youny
girls, in many cases just entering their teens, are in the habit of
sbsenting themselves from their homes night after night and
leading livesof open and flagrant immorality. It is anly too certain
that the evil is by no means confined to Wellington, but exists to a
greater or less extent in all the large towns of the Colony. That such
a state of things should be possible in this fair young country iza shame
and adisgrace to our civiliation, and everyone with ahend tothink and
8 heart to feel muat see the urgent necessity of taking prompt steps
1o repress the evil. The can-e of the evil iv partly the carelessness,
or neglect, or viciousness of the parents, and partly the depravity
of the children, 8o far as the latter cause is concerned we believe
there i3 only one preventive, anl that is, provision| for systematic
retigious instruction in the schools of the Colony. The experience
of this Colony, and of all the other colonics, is showing more and
more clearly every yeir how asolataly nesessary such a measure is
tur the safety and future well-beine of the community, It will be
a louyr time, however, we fear, before any Government will have
the couraye to rrapple boldly with that question,  In the meantime
something ab least might be done to induce parents to fulfil the
oblivations resting upon them in this matter. In the sewion of
Laot year a Bill was introdnced by the Premier, entitled the Juve
nile Depravity Suppression Bill, which provided that any constable
should have power to tuke children founl Initering on the stroets
at night to a ereyman, or Justice of the Peace, or to the hause of
gome peraon of goul repute, and then put guestions te them, The
measure, which pasud it~ seeond rewling, was ecrtainly in the
right dircetion and would have operated beneficlally on Loth chal-
dren and parent-.  In some parts of Ameries they huve wone o swep
further and adopted a “ curtew ordinance ” which requires that ali
chilidren under a certain see ~hall be at thelr homes after nightfall,
and makes parents respoin-ble for the carrying out of this prove
gion. Ik appsars to have worked very suseis-fully in the cities
inwhich it has been triel. The Chicl of Police of Qmha reports |
+ It is now an eay matter toenforce home rales” Chuef Broder,
of Bt. Joseph, says: »The adoption of the curfew is an act of
humanity to that class of fathers anl mo*hers with boys and girls
who defy home restriunt, and it will prevent erime and save taxes)”
Emplaoyers of Labour say they get better work bocau-e better hours
are kept, and schonl teactier- testify that they get belter work for the
same reason. Chief of Police Melick. of Lancoln, Neb., says that
*after the curfew was in foree a few wooks, urrests for disozderly
conduct anld truancy fell off fally seventy-five per cent™ ; and the
Mayor of North Tlatte. Neb, says : @ In the two years we have had
the curfew we have sent no children ty the Reform 8chool, whereas
before that we sent guite a namber.” The curfew is eercainly a
drastie remsdy. bul the diserse ia o dasprrate one, anl the time has
clearly passed for pliying or paltering with this quastion,
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Apropes of the announcement made recently by

A TRInUTE TO the Rev, Father McKenna that steps were to be
THE taxen immediately for the erection of & convent in
CATHOLIC NUN. Masterton the Hurrarappa Star of the Uth inst,
pays 4 renerous tribute tu the work earried out by

the various Orders of nunsin the Catholie Church, Ina leading
article on the proposed new convent our contemporary says :—* The
usefulness of these organised bodics of women cannot be over-
estimated. Protestants, who have received their education at their
hand_:.meraliy speak with gratitnde ard re-pect of the affection
aud ¥ adness that they have received from these devoted women,

The mental picture one natnrally drawsof a nun is that she is kind,
One can scarcely imagine her belng eross or having a bad temper.
But where they have most distinguished themselves has been the
ward of the hospital. With what marvellons patience, devotion,
kindness, sympathy and skill, have they attended the sick and dying
in every part of the world for no human reward, Their praise is
in every man's month, but it hasnot rippled the surface of their
humility. As a corporate bedy they are one of the marvels of
history. One may go to the earliest days of Christianity, and there
the same pisture will present itself as may now be seen in the streets
of Wellington and Dunedin, and soon in those of Masterton—holy
women given to good works, The nun never dies ; the form and
work abide ; the personality alone is transformed. One sees her,
in every age of Christianity, the same in dress, motive, work. aim
and spirit, Thereis a wonderful continuityin their methods., One
hands it down {0 another, so that thowrh individuals may pass away,
the Order always remains the rame. Preeisely the same qualities
are observed in nuns wherever they are met. Devotion, humility,
slmplicity. plety, discipline. order, method and arrangement give a
strange completeness to their lives, a strange effectiveness to their
work.’ Buch testimony from an  impartial source is very
refreshing, especially when we call to mind the sort of Ianguage
which was commonly used towards the nans in daysgone by, It may
be true that to-day their praise is, as our contemporary says, “*inevery-
wman’s mouth ™ but thers was a time when it certainly wnsnot, That
day happily is fast passing away, and as Protestants come to see mora
and kaow more of our nuns and their work they will grow utterly
ashomel of the harrible saspicims which they hid been tangrht to
entertain regarling them, Our eontemporary also refors at some
length to the Protestant » »i-terhood«,” but scems to find o difflculty
in working up snything like enthu~insm regarding them. Iis
remarks conceruing thew are, in fact, decidedly un;omplimentary.
He says: © Weare informend thatimitation is the truest flattery. It
this be sa, Protestants have paid o hizh tribute to the warth of
Catholic nuns, The numersus sisterhoods daring the last twenty
years, which have sprung un in the Chureh of Lugland, and ¢ven
amongst the most riged Prote-tuits, are simply imitations, in some
cames very bal ones, of the Orders of Nuns which have existed sin 8
the foundation of Christendomn in the Catholic Church. This
hmitatic  is a tribute of a twofold character. In the first place it ie
a witness to the excellence of the work taken in hand, that it was
not only necewary, bud performed in an eficlent manner, in the
right spiric, aml with the hirhest aim.  Imitation wenerally implies
inferiority, and this appears apparent when the Protestant sister-
hoolis put beside the Catholic nun. porhaps with the exception of
a few deaconesses in Germany, Take the religious agencies of
londow. and examine the nuinerous sister hood~ which now ahound,
in every quarter, some of them vory gimerack in their aay apparel,
numbering within their ranks n goodly number of wmart young
women, who in vario s ways sce asinuch of the world as the Church,
if not of the devil, amd can they be compared to the nuns of the
Catholic Church for either devotion to their work or the resnlts
they produce ! No on: holds them in thossme estimation ; it seoms
the difference batween play and work,”  In the main we believe our
contemporary’s remarks are perfectly true, though we ourselves
would have spoken more charitably of the, in most cases, welil-
meant efforts of the Pirotestant “Sisters” It is clear inrdeed,
that Protestant sisterhoods never can ba suceessful, because, in
the first place, they have not the organisation necessary for secaring
and maintainivg discipline ; in the second place, they have not the
traditions and as-ociations of the past to guide and steady them, and
in the third place, the whole spirit of monarticism is altogrether
foreign to the genius of Protestantismin. It iy only the other day
that an announcement appeared in the papers of the engafrement
and approaching marriage of two of the Protastant “ Sisters” in
Meibourne. A sisterhood, mewbership in which is capable of being
terminated at any time by such a dewnnement pa that, makes no
heavy call for Leroism on the part of its members, and in the
nature of things it cannot possibly hope to ever achieve anything
like a stable and permanently successful work,



