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Or your charity pray for the repose of the roul of the
late 81~TER Manry Avov-1D- Dunsiax. ol the Order of
the Sisters of Merey, who died at the Conveat, Greymouth,
on Tuesday, Auvn-t 10, forlified by the rites of Holy
Choxch.—&epn i soat in Pure,
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Frar Jusrirra.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 1897.

THE MARCII OF THIE WOMIEN.

—_—

¥ HE agitation among women jor more independ-
"\ ence, which has been so marked a featare in the
social history of the last few years of the
Victorian cra, has extended to New Zealand and
C the new woman —we use the expression inits hest
gense—lhias now  established o firm footing
amongst us.  Miws I3 1L DBrexrony, LL,
the fivst woman lewyer in the Austedasiom
colonies, who received her diploma at the recent giadnation
geremony in Dunedin, made a statenient as to the number of
caliings now followed by women in New Zealond which must
have come as a surprise to most of her hearers,  In returning
thanks on bebalt of the new graduates Miss Linsamix
said :—* On an occasion like the presenc it will not, 1 think,
be out of place for me to say a few words tonching the
advancement of onr women, wid the opening to them of the
doors of professions hitherio kept List Joched woainst them,
Last year our first lady dector, Dro Huiny sinneen e,
graduated from our universicy, and this your Do M aga i
B, Crureksnank has not ondy taden her decece in medicine
bat has aetually cominenced proctising b conjunetion with
Do Banreroan, of Waintate, There are now few professions or
orcupations that Dave nol been bivaded by e women,
New Zealand has her ldy buteher, Tier Tudy commcrenal
travellers, her laly waetioneer, hor lady opticians, her Indy
dentists, her Tady watehmahers, even her lady Blachsmiths,
e does nob pernelt me to fuvther enwmerite the oeenpa-
tions which are now taken up by our woman, aid mowlneh
nnetl quite recently they were unknowin”  Miss Buzsasns
then discusses the question of the destiableness ol this
encroachient, and  boldly nails her Swoman’s rights 7
colours to the mast.  “1s 16 well,? shie ashs, “tld wonen
should make snch an inroad mto the fickds of labow? In
my humble opinion, undenbtedly it » welll What does
Isaan Zaxawinl say on the subject? e says: “The
woman of the future 15 siimpdy the working woman., Al we
really want Is to wmahe  guls ceonomneally mdependent
of marriage — able to choose thelr mates from love
instead of sclling themselves for o home”  Formerly wonien
were compelled o marry that they misht nod have lived in
qain.  How dreaded was the thoueht of © being on the shelf,”
and for how many unhappy narriages has this same dread
been tesponsible ! Dot now women'’s hives are becoming
fuller, frece. They huve ab lust come Torward and clatined
their right to work as and bow they willl  The siroggele for
their rights s not yeb ended. o is growing keenér and
keener day by day wid year Dy year. For centiries wonen
Trve subiitted to the ofd injrst ordor of things, hut at last
they have rebelied, and as Saeor Grasy has s I is the
rebels who eatend the bonndary of riglit s little by little,
narrowning the conhnes of wrone wnd crowding it eut of
existence.”

The yuestion as to whether it is well that women
should make such an inread into the ticlds of labour,” or
nut, I8 o big question and an important one. 8o fav as the
right of women to work is cotcerped we do nob see how it
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ccn be fairly or reasonably questioned. Wowmen are free
hunen beings, and as such they have, generally speaking, a
perfect right to work “us and how they will.”  Until the
State is prepared to provide a living allowance for all single
wotnen it must be admitted that women have as gaod a right
to work themselves to death as men have.  Bub while recog-
nising in wonen the fullest right to work we do notb in the
l:ast admib the wisdom or expedience of thelr doingso.  We
are sare 16 would be a good thing if women could be relieved
of all hard work, and indeed of any work at all outside their
own homes.  Unfortnuately this 1s impossible until all the
single women and widows ave snpported divectly by the
State.  For some women, thercfore, work is absolutely
neeessary, but it docy not cense to be an evil because it is a
necessary evil.  Miss Buexossiry und the leaders of the new
Wotnal mos elient appear to maintain that work for women
irgood: we lold that in some cuases it iy unavoidable but
that it is not good, It is objectionable in the first place on
economic grounds,  Women workers ate mnch morc pliable
to the demands of the employer, and they have invariably
to work for low wazes. The ficsé cffect, therelore, of
women’s labour is to send down men's wages—that s, in
effect, to lower the standard of living in every workman’s
home throughout the country. If the women did not thus
enter as competitors in the labonr market their shave of the
wages wonld be easily earned by the men, and in most trades,
woreover, the worlk wonld be hetver done.  In the second
place, work for women i undesirable on social or domestic
arounds.  The naturat position of waman is to depend on
man, aid to sweeten kis tife and make him bappier in return
for the home and livehheod which he provides.  The boon
ol ceonomic independence operites in the direction of
sorionsly disturbing. if not of actually overthrowing, this
natural relation ol the sexes to each other.  Moreoyer, close
olmeriers siver that women detest involnntary and regular
Diboor, and that it Tws asonving and depressing effect npon
chem,  1f that be so iv must tend to reduce thelr capaeity
fer Deing cood sistars aud danghters and wises and mothers,
Finally, the encroachinent of women in the ficld of labour
i ohjectionuble on hygienie grounds and in the best
mterests of the wmice. They are not fitted to bear the
pligsical strain of involuntary and scvere labour, and it is
serlain that they ate healthier and happier when free from
it Mulieal sewenee, wlhieh recards the sex almest entirely
from the point of view of motherhoed, declares that the
stradn and esestoments which women are now heaping upon
thew Jives, will, before Tong, very serfonsly fnpa hoth thelr
onwn heaith and that of cheir futire ehildren,  We lield,
therefore. thal thonah work for women Is I some cases a
necessity, it 9w painful and injurious neeessigy, and one
which shenld nos Lo commended and oneouraced. In a
projer state ol seeiety women woild not e compelled to
vither work or starve, and we contend that those who praise
anet eneonrase work Tor women ave helping to keep hack
the day when that liner slate of sovicty shall be evolhed.

Oy mauday Last the Feast ot the Aesuwmption. Pontifieal Iich
Mms was celebrated at St Joseples Cathedenl af, 11 s, His Lord-
<hip the Bi-hiop was celebrant @ the Rev. Father Ryan, dewcon ; anl
Bev, Tather Marphy. sub-deagon,  Itev. Father Ryan oceupiol the
pulpit, and preachel on the text * Mary hath chowen the better
part, tuakea Liom the Gaospel for the day. The mu-ie for the ocea-
S0 was Goanod ~ Mo v Safonnd 0 which was well rowdered by the
chorr, the wolos being twken by Mi-wes T Blaney (soprane), Drumm
(rontrales) dMeswr~, Carolinr (renory and Feii (hass). Aer the
Ma~- his Lord-tip the Birhop gave the Papal blessing,

D1 k1N the wok we Yave received packascey ol ~tamps for
Father Kriymborg's misfon at Tokavnw from Enfant de Marie,
Tmakor! Rewl, Wellineton, aund from M, ., Alexandra.

W publish in another column the list of winning numbers in
the Christehurch Record Reign Historical Carnival. Weare pleased
to learn that the welertiking was an unqualificd suecoss in every
wiy.

W leun from a Dlenbeon coriespondent that Mr, Charles
O Sullivan, who Las been chairman of oue of tho local boards for
some years, has heen appointed a Justice ot the Peace.  Our eurres-
pondent adils that the appointimoent is very popualar in Blenheim,

AT 8L Patrick’s churely, Ma~terton. on SBunday, August 8, the Rev,
JOAleKennwannonneed thad Achibisliop Redwoad had <anctioned tl g
propusal toc-talilsh o convent al Masterton, e (Father MeKenna)
proposed procecding to Australia atl an early date to proeure the
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