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subjects, e is regarded a3 the Father of English pootry, and the
matrical paraphrase now extant and known as® Cedizon ™ i a singu-
arly graphic description of saered scencs, ITe was the wonder of
his time for this gift of song. and livel lung among the monks of
Whithy. He was cheery in his talk ;: and wheu he drew near his
end, he asked for the last Ha:raments. before receiving which he
soleu!}ly declared he had friendly disposition toward all men. He
inquired how long it would e before the brethren wonld assemble
for Matins, On being answerel, he said : “Good ! Let us wait for
thai, hour.” Thoy waited, Ife then signed himsclf with the cross,
Tay back on his pillow and died amid the musicof the sacred hymns
he loved so well.

ffor ﬂDlﬁ;ﬁﬁ}ianp Beaders,

AN IRISH WITE.
EARL DESMOND'S APOLOGY, hy 1THOMAS D'ARCY MGLE.
[To understand the » thread " of this poem it is neeeseary 1o note
that # in 1837 the Stagute of Kilkenny forbade the Ineli<h settlers
in Ireland to intermarry with the old Irish under pain of outlawry,”
James, Xarl of Desmond, was one of the first to vielnte and defy
the law ; he took an Irsh wife, a laly named M-Cormack. The
Farl was himself an accomplished poet. and D’Avey M-Gee in the
following poem represents him as miving sound reasons why he
would rather " break ” the law than his “ heart,"]
I would not give my Irish wife
Tor all the dames of the Saxon land ;
I would not give my Irish wile
For the Queen of France's hand ;
For she to me is dearcr
Than castles strong, or lands, or lifo—
An outlaw—so 1'm near her,
To love till death my Yri-h wife.

O what would be this home of mine!
A ruined, hermit-haunted place,
But for the light that nightly shines
Upon it~ walls from Kathleen's face!
What comfort in o mine of golil,
What pleasure in a royal life.
If the heart within lay dead and cold,
It 1 could not wed my Irich wife!?

| knew the law forbade the bann.—
[ knew my kiny abhorred her race—
Who never beat before their Jans
Must bow hefore their Judies' grace,
Tuke all my forferted domain,
I ecannot wige with Kimwmen atrife—
Tale kmghtly gear and noble name,
Antt I will keep my Frish wite,

My Irish wite has clear hlue eyes,
My henven by Jday, my ~tars by ninhit—
And twin-hike, truth aml fondness lie
Withi her swelhing Lowom w lhute,
My lrvish wife has golden hair—
Apoilos harp had onee such ~tringra—
Apolo’s self might pane to hear
Her bird-hike carol when she <ine -,

I wauld not wive my Iri-h wite

Porall the dames o the saxon Land ;
I would not eive iy lo-h wite

Tor the Queen of Miane’s haud ;
T'or «he to me 1= dearer

Than castios strowng, or Louls, or Lifi—
An outlaw——n Iinonear bwr.
To love ol death my liish wife.

AN TRINID MOTIree,

I wonder if sheiswti Lin the OL1 Land the bles-el Iri=h mother.
who put a cap aronmd her comely fase bepweon the twenties amud
thirttes, and covered her brown waves from sizht. Te her shuple
#3ul marriage meant cousceration . the wan who ¢lose her need not
concern him-elf about the hittle tenderneswes . her affeciion was a-
fixed as the stars. Il nught be aoresonable, exacting. nay, in
trying times he wiglit bo eruel, bat &t faith o che Divine right of
huasghands was un-haken.  She would have the children reverential
to their father, even it ~he =lould have 1o romancee o hittle to ofFeet,
it, and with what loving sopbisty <he expluned away hes weak-
messes ! Bhe never nadersto «l w con-titusion. politival or physical,
but when sickness was i the tamly her pathetic care mndle the
poor broth strengrthening and the Tathr mebicine swect,  No gleey,
no rest, no peace for her winle the ~hadow ot death lay acro-s the
threshold ; and how lard 1t was die to under her beseeching eyes |
but if a summons had really come, ~he woald hold o cruciiis to the
dying Iips, and the beloved ~on ord wishier cartwed the wonnd of here
voice with them to hesven, tor whit Iish morher bot conld say the
prayers for the departing soul ! Not even the story of her country's
wrongs could embitter ner gatleless nure  The mantle ot hes
charity covered even the cruel Mas-cnv . and sometimes, ecretly,
not daring to let it be known, she recommeoniled them to the Virgin
Mother. [f her belief in bher husband was strong, who wsould
measure the confidence she repe-ed m the brave boys who over-
topped her at sixteen/  Anything evil in thew her glory and her
delighy? Imposble! They were always white boy< i thewr
moth&'s eyes, howover dark and despuerate i the sieht of thoss who
dwell ‘in paluces, or nneue tloming trast anl earnest teach nr
kept them pure and houest m thdr euly days, and later when they
discovered their dear mother wis only a <omple, 1llorical, unlettorel
womap, their loyulty and devotion deepened te Aud what wondors

she had worked with her few talents, What a tragedy Shokespeare
could have woven round her, haunted all her life by a phantom ship
at anchor in seme karbour, waiting till the ¢children of her love were
old enough to take passage and leave her for ever | How sorrowfnl
must have baen her juy on seeing them rise to the stature of men
and women ! 1 wonder if she is ~t.11 in the Old I and, stealing out
of her lonely home at nightfall, and looking with her tender eyes
always eastward! And when no one is by, falling on her knees
and lfting her hands in such intensity of supplication that they
touch the hem of His garment, and her blewsing falls on her flesh
and biood in the for-off land ; ber faith has made them whole. If
Howers emblematic of their lives could spring from the dust beneath
it would beeusy to find the grave of the Irish mother.

WAILROA

—-———‘____
(From an occasional correspondent.)

A viRY pleasant gathering met on Monday night, July 12, at the
residence of the Rev. Father Le Pretre, when the choir assembled to
present Mi~s Harmer. who ix about to enter the bonds of matri-
Liony. with a small token of their esteem. The choirmaster, Mr. P,
Cosgrove, presented Miss Harmer with o very handsome toilet set,
which he hoped would always remind her of the good feeling
which had always been extended her by the choir, He alsa spoke
about her valuable rervices, which were prized greatly by the con-
gregation, and hoped her new life would not in any way separate
her from helping in the choir.

The wedding of Miss Harmer, of Wairoa. to Mr, Thomas Pearce,
of Waiparapa. Wairea. took piace in St. Veter’s Church on Wednes.
day moraing atl nine o'clock, the Rev. Father Le Pretre being the
officiating elergyman., The chuzch was packed to the doors with
friends and well-wishers of the bride and bridegroom, Mrs. P,
Cosrrove presided at the organ and played the Wedding March.
Betore the ccremony the Rev, Father, in o few words, impressed
on the youny eunple the duties which they must fulfl to ensure a
happy tuture, and at the same time wished them all the hlessings
possible.  The Masy was then procecded with, the choir singing
Concene’s Mass in excellent style,  After the signing of the register
the hridal party left the church amidst a perfect shower of rice and
other projectiles, which were meant os a blessing to the happy
pair. The wedding breaktast was held at Mrs, Harmer's (the resi-
dence af the bride’s mother), where a ot sumptuous bregkfast
was laid in «tyle and done full justice to. about G0 guests being
present.  The bride was dressed as follows - Handsome white
ca~hmere dress, with #ilk trimanings ; sprays of orange blossoms,
with wreath and veil to match, The bridesmaid wos dressed in
creim huns veiling, with ribbou trimmings and:hat to mateh. The
afternoon was spent in a most enjoyable drive to Fruserharoa and
the festive ovcamjon finished up with a rocial in Smith's Julilee
Hallin Lhe evening. at which all prosent thoroughly enjoyed them-

selves,
ARE WOMEN DEGENERATING ?
—dp—
TO TILE CDITOR,
Dunedin, 1307,
Rit—Tn  these days of ever-increasinge competition, when the

strigreke for existenee Tus hecone morv intense and carnest than it
s cver been betore in the worlts bistory, the que-ton as to
whtther women shonkd enter into the pur-nn<. and s-ume the voen-
tions hitherto reparded as exelu ively manly. 18 one ot she utmost im-
portance tu botl sexes It isnotwy fntention in this short lotter,how-
ever. to o into Uus question agran., for it has already been discussed
1 all e nspects, amd wioh great freedom, by many of the greatest
thinkers ot theday, That women do compete, and suceessfully too
with men 1~ a fact most emphutically proved.  But the question
which is of the grewtest fmportanee to us at the present, moment is ¢
Are women  phy~ically -capade of ~ustiining the great eftorcs
now required of them both m their home life with its worries and
Cares or m the out~ide world of busine-s and pleasure 7 Alas ] we
have not tar to ~eek for the an~wer. L iv writen too plainly in the
fuces and forms of the wonen and yonng girls we meot cvery dayin
our ~trects Pale far e which <hoald bear the bloem of health, and
dult, expresionle-s eyes, whleh siiould bhoam with life and hope, tell
thar own tale : and weknoew our wonen are paying the penalties
dne to discasod constitutions, either inherifed or resultant from the
artfleicl modes ot Iving and she unhealthy toods of the day. The
climate of thi- country too, with 165 sudden changes from heat to
cokl, 1t~ dust storms, and its enervating winds is in itself a great
strarn on the {omale constitutwon. It 14, thew, an undoubted fact
thar the women ot to-day are phy-ivally degenerating, and therefore
the miterestne particulars contained in the following letter, received,
revently from M Adeline Bell, of Napier, proving as they do the
marvellous curative powers of Dr, Willinms' ink Pills in all ajl-
ments of the female <ex. <hould prove interesting to all readers,
Thie Jadly gives the followveing graphie deceription of her ailments,
She weys v L was tronbled with cold hands and feet, palpitation of
tar heart, con-tant teelimgs of wearieess, headaches, Ioss of appetite,
lick of enerpy and alwo swollen feet and legs.  The symptoms
first appeared whout three years ago. Two doctors were consalted
about wy case and medieines were used, but without avail. [ now
wi-h to thank you for the benefic [ have derived from your highly-
valned Do Wollians' Pink Puils. They have dons me every good
anl 1 am now quite another person in health. I ean recommend
your ptlis to anybody.”  In conclusion it may be added that this
wonderfal medicine has cored numlers of people, not only in
Australia. bae ull over the world, of Rheumatism, Seiatica, Lum-
baga, Dy-pep-ia, lndiygestion and other ailments.—I am, Sir, yours,

ClLe,—
* PRO BONO PUBLICO."
Dunedin, August, 1507,



