
Acabi,t: message tD the daily papers of last week announced
that, Canon Grigson. a prominent Anglican clergyman in NorthQueensland, has joined the Catholic Church. Itwill be remembered
that we published a few weeks ago a paragraph stating that Canon
Ori^son h;ul re-igned his living in Queensland. He was received
into the Church at Ballarat and proceeds toLondon toplacehimself
in thehands of Cardinal Vauyhan.

A-i the Dunedin Do? show held last week sonic fine animals
wpiv exhibitedamong the St. Bernards, the most noticeable being
Mr. \V. (I.11 n-itei -

I'lineoCarlos, which took firstprizeand was also
u\.ird.-'l th.j Ko-iuel Club's cap for the bet St. Bernard. He has
now won the tup thu-e times, and it therefore become-, the absolute
property of the owner. Prince Carlos is a noble animal, and has
achieveda decided record in the way of prize-taking, having won
(he first and four second prues altogether at different shows. lie
was describe1by the judge as an almo-t perfect St. Bernard.

We gl.idly acknowledgereceiptof a parcel of used stamps for
Father kreymborg from a young lady whotook the trouble torescue
themfrom the letter-,ami papersof her father. We hopesuch a good
example will be widely followed.

What the ~\Yannuti' Tnm ■? describes as anexceedinglypopular
wedding took place in St Patrick's Church on Tuesday, August:\whenMiss Auuha MiryBartos, eldest daughter of Mr. JohnBartos
of Wahnate, was joined in the bonds of holy matrimony to Mr.
Joseph Polaschek of Temuka. The church was well filled, so
universala favourite was theyoung lady. For many years MissBartos
has boon the leading spirit atconcerts asa soloist, andshe always will-
ingly lent her aid. notonly horc,but inoutlying districts. Shehasfor
longborne thebruntof thebattle inSt. Patrick's choir, and has also
for a con*i lorable time acted a^organist, as well as lending material
assistance inchurch matter-*. That she will be missed goes without
saying. The Nuptial Mass commenced at 10 o'clock, Rev. Father
llegnault being the officiatingpriest. The bride looked exceedingly
beautiful, dressed in ivory white velvet, trimmed with satin and
lace, veil andorange blossoms. She also wore a handsome bangle,
gold, set with pearls, the gift of the bridegroom. The travelling
dn>s, \N!l> of navy serge,with hat to match. The bridesmaids, Miss
Katie Barton andMiss Tillie Bartos, were elegantly dressed in cream
.--ilk btnpo Do Chinecostume, hats trimmed withostrich tips. They
also worebrooches, thegift of thebridegroom. Mr. Robert Lavery

cussedmore on their merits than theyare at present,but we
think it ia amistake to supposethat it will provea panaceafor
all the ills that now afflict the body politic. The election
of the Executive willitself afford ample scope for the prac-
tice of jobbery, corruption, and intrigue. We feel, too,
that more has been made out of the exampleof Switzerland
than the facts altogether justify. In the firstplace,Switzer-
adopted a non-party system, not from choice but from
necessity. The author of "Parliamentary Reform

" says :"
It would be reasonable to expect to find Party Govern-

ment in its most virulent form in a country divided into
inevitable and permanent parties by nationaland religious
differences. If.s complete absence from Switzerland is con-
clusive proof, if any were needed, that it is unnecessary in
any country;

" thus distinctly implying that Switzerland
might have easily and almost naturally adopted the party
system. This view, however, appears to be altogether in-
correct. The authors of "The Swiss Confederation " (Sir
F. 0.Adams and Mr.Cunningham), which is a recognised
authority on the subject, say :" The existence of twenty-
twoCantons, with a population composed of four different
nationalities speaking as many languages, prevents that
broad distinction of parties of which there has been a
striking example in Great Britain. Government by party
would be impossible in Switzerland, and this fact finds its
outward expressionin the Federal Chambers, where there is
no regular division into Ministerialists and Opposition, the
members being in reality seated with little reference to their
political creed." Further, the non-party system has not
provedquite such a shining success in Switzerland as it is
sometimes represented to be. The state of the country is
thus described by the authors of "The Swiss Confedera-
tion "

: "The material condition of the mass of the Swiss
people may,on the whole,bo pronounced to be satisfactory.'"
Surely that much at least could bo sad of New Zealand.
"Still," theycontinue,*' there is a strong tide of emigration
among the natives flowing every year,pirtieularly to the
United States. . . . The number varies. In1880 it
exceeded 7000,in eachof the following yearsit rosetonearly
11,000, and in 188;) it reached 12,7.")8. Since thenit hao
diminished considerably, and in 1887 it had dropped to
7558." There may be special causes for this emigration,
but things cannot be altogether as they should be when a
country loses its population at such a rate. To our mind,
however, themost serious objection to the Elccth c Execu-
tive proposal is the etl'ect, which webelie'\e the system would
have, of lowering the status of Parliament and of greatly
lessening the interest which the people would take m the
discussions and deliberations of the representative body.
That is, of course, a very serious matter. The author of"Parliamentary Reform

"
has himself dwell on the prime

importance in a demorrai-y of the public education of the
citizens, and a system of Government which iaiK to dis-
charge this educative function must bo admitted to be
seriously imperfect. There is too much reason to i\ar that
under a non-party system the people would gradually cease
to take any active or real interest m the Parliamentivy dis-
cussions and debate-;, and that the House of liepresenta-
tives would be in danger of degenerating into ;i mere
debating society attached to an Evecutivc. The Executive
would be appointed fora lived period, during which there
would no longer be e\en the possibility of a no-confidence
debate. Itis thatpossibility— the possibility at almost any
moment of an important change in theposition of affairs—
which gives zest and interest to our Parliamentary debates,
and the removal of that possibility would inevitably tend
to weaken, if not to destroy, popular interest in the
proceedings of the House. As a matter of fact this>|
has been found to be the ease even in Switzerland
where the people had not been spoiled by any prc\ ionsI
experience of the excitement of no-confidence debates" The people are supposed to take so little interest," say the
authors of uThe Swiss Confederation," "in the debates at
Bern that the Federal Council luue not deemed it necessary
yet to have verbatim reports printed of the proceedings in
the Chambers." The same work gives clear evidence
also of the want of interest on the part of the electois
in the leading questions of the day. "It is a remarkable
fact . . . that voters as a rule are satisfied witligeneral
declarations of policy on the part of their representatives,
without requiring from them detailed and clear utterances
concerning the great political questions of the day" (Swis-
Confederation, p. 01). And a^ain, "The a\cr.i^e Swiss
citizen will usually think lii.sl of Ins Commune and then ol
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his Canton, and his vote is often influenced more by local
and cantonal than by general Federal interests" {Ibid,p.
89). Surely that is nob the type of elector we want to
cultivate in. this country; we have quite enough of them
already. It is such considerations as the foregoing which
somewhat damp our enthusiasm for this proposed reform.
We are inclined to think, however, that on the whole the
evils it may create are less than theevils it willdisplace, and
we are satisfied that it would make our representativesmore
independent, would raise the standard of politicalmorality,
and wouldenable measures to be considered tosome appreci-
able extent on their merits. On these grounds we would be
willing to see theexperiment receive a fair trial. Referring
now specially to our author's pamphlet, we arebound to say
that he has treatedhis subject in a veryclear and interesting
way. We arc glad to note that he writes as a sinceredemocrat, and with those portions of his work which are
devoted to the vindication of democracy we are in cordial
sympathy. We are sorry, however, that he should have
somewhat marred his work by showing throughout an
unmistakable hostility to the present Government. Some
of his references to the Seddon Ministry are only very
remotely connected with the subject of Party Government,
and we arc quite sure that the usefulness of the book at the
present juncture would have been greatly increased by the
omission of all of them. A work which is written for the
express purpose of showing the folly of PartyGovernment
should avoid the very appearance of party animus of any
kind.

Ox Sunday nest, theFeastof the Assumption, Pontifical High
Mass will bo celebrate1 at St. Joseph's Cathedral at 11 a.m. at
which thePapalblessing will be givenby his Lordship the Bishop.

Durinu the past weak the following subscriptions to the
South Dunedin Catholic Orphanage Fund have been received :—
3h-h. Ahearu (Dunedm), til ; D. Colquhoun, Esq. (Dun-
edin), U ;Mr. Kett (Milfcon), 62 2s; Mr.J. Fox(Ha\vcaFlat), £1 ;
R. (i.McDonald, Esq. (Dunedin), £1 Is; Mr. McLoughlin (Cul-
verdinj. ."is. Contributions towards the erection of the Orphanage
will be thankfully received by the Sisters of Mercy of South
Dunedin and by the Catholicclergy of Dunedin, and will be duly
acknowledgedin the columns of the Tablet.
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