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cassed more on their merits than they are at present, but we
think it i3 a mistake to suppose that it will provea panacea for
all the ills that now afflict the body polisic. The election
of the Executive will itself afford ample scope for the prac-
tice of jobbery, corruption, and intrigcue. We feel, too,
that more has been made ont of the example of Switzerland
than the facts altogether instify.  Inthe first place, Switzer-
adopted a non-party system, not from choice bLut from
necessity. The author of * Parliamentary Reform ™ says :
“ It would be reasonable to cxpect to find Party Govern-
ment in its most viralent form in a country divided into
inevitable and permanent partics by national and religious
differences. Its complete absence from Switzerland is con-
clusive proof, if any were needed, that it is unnecessary in
any country;” thus distinctly implying that SBwitzerland
might have easily and almost naturally adopted the party
gystern. This view, however, appears to be altogether in-
correct. The anthors of *The Swiss (onfederation ™ (Sir
F. O.Apays and Mr. CusNiwarad), which is a vecognised
authority on the snbject, say : “ The existence of twenty-
two Cantons, with a population composed of four different
nationalities speaking as many languages, prevents that
broad distinction of parties of which there has been a
striking example in Great Britain,  (Government by pavty
would be impossible in Switzerland, and this fact finds its
outward expression in the PFedetal Chambers, where there is
no regular division into Ministerialists and Opposition, the
members belng in reality seated with little reference to their
political creed.” Iurther, the non-party system has not
proved quite such a shining success in Switzerland as it is
sometimes represented to be. The state of the country is
thus described by the authors of *The Swiss Confedera-
tion**: ¢ The matcrial condition of the mass of the Swiss
people may, ot the whole, be pronounced to be satisfactory.”
Surely that much ab least could be sad of New Zealand.
#8till,” they continne, ** there is a strong tide of enigration
among the natives flowing cvery year, paticularly to the
United States. The number varies.  In 1830 it
exceeded 7000, in each of the following years it rose to nearly
11,000, and in 1883 it reached 12,758,  Since then it has
diminished considerably, and in 1887 it hoad dropped to
7508.""  There may be special causes for this emigration,
but things cannot be altogether as they shonld be when a
country loses its popnlution at snchk avate,  To our mind,
however, the most serious objection to the Blective Execu-
tive proposal is the effect, which we helieve the systemn would
have, of lowering the statns of Parlinmens and of greatly
lessening the interest which Lhe people would tuke m the
discussiong and deliberations of the vepresentative hody.
That is, of vourse, a very serions matter,  The author of
“ Parliamentary Beform™ hus himself dwelt on the prime
importance in i demoerary of the public vdocation of the
citizens, and o system of Government which fails to dis-
charge this cdncitive funeton st he adiniited to he
serietsly imperfect. There s too mneh reason to foar that
under o non-party syatein (he people wouldl gradually cease
to take any active or real interest e the Parhament ey is
cussions and debates, and that the House of Hepresenta-
tives would be in dancer of degencrating into o mere
deliating society attuched to aun FEceative.  The Executive
would be appeinted for o fined period, during whicl: there
would no longer be even the possibility of a no-confidence
debate. It s that possibility—the possibility at almoss any
moment of an imporlant change in the position of affairs—
whicli gives zest and Inlerest to eur Parliumentary debates,
and the removal of that possibilivy would inevitably tend
to weaken, 1{ not to destroy, popular inberest in the
proceedings of the Iouwe. As a matter of Fact this
has Deen found to be the case cven in Bwitzerland
where the people had not bheen spoiled by any previous
experience of the ewitement of ne-confidence debutes
* The people are supposed to take so litble interest,” say the
authers of “The Swiss Confederation,” “in the debates at
Bern that the Federal Couned have nol deemed it necessary
yeb to have gerbating reports printed of the proceedings in
she Chawbers.,” The sane work gives clear evidence
also of the want of intcrest on the part ol the electors
in the leading questions of the duy. * 1t is & remarkabie
fuct that voters us a rile are sabisfied with general
declarations of policy on the pavt of their representatives,
without requiring from them detwiled and clear utterances
eoncerning the greab political questions of the day ™ (Swis-
Confederation, p. 91} And ngain, * The aveaze Swiss
citizen will wsually thusy st of s Commume angd  Lhen of
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his Canton, and his vote is often influenced more by local
and cantonal than by general Federal interests™ (Zbid, p.
§9). Surely thai is nob the type of elector we want to
cultivate in this country ; we have quite enongh of them
already. It is such considerations as the foregoing which
somewhat dgmp our enthusiasm for this proposed reform.
We are iuclined to think, however, that on the whole the
evils 16 may create are less than the evils it will displace, and
we arc satisfied that it would rake our representatives more
independens, wonld raise the standard of political morality,
and. would enable measures to be considered to some appreci-
able extent on their merits. On these grounds we would be
willing to sec the experiment receive a fair trial.  Referring
now specially to our author’s pamphlet we ave bound to say
that he has treated his subject in a very clear and interesting
way., We arc glad to note that he writes as a sincere
democrab, and with those portions of his work which are
devoted to the vindication of demecracy we are in cordial
sympathy. We are sorry, however, that he should have
somewhat marred bhis work Dy showing thronghout an
unmistakable hostility to the present Government., Some
of his refercnces to the Szppon Ministry are only very
remotely counccted with the subject of Party Government,
and we are quite sure that the usefulness of the book ab the
present juncture would have been greatly increased by the
omission of all of them. A work which is written for the
express purpose of showing the folly of Party Government
;;hm;ld avoid the very appearance of party animus of any
ind.

Ox Sunday next, the Feast of the Assumption, Pontifical High
Mass will b colebratel at St Joseph's Cathedral at 11 am. at
which the Papal blessing will be giveu by his Lordship the Bishop,

Durtwe the past week the following subsoriptions to the
South Dunedin Catholic Orphanage Fund have been received :—
Mzs,  Abkearn (Dunedim), £1; I, Colguhoun, Lisq. (Dun-
edin), £1; Mr. Kett (Milton), €2 29; Mr. J, Fox (Hawea Flat), £1 ;
R. G, McDonald, Esq. (Dunedin), £1 1s; M, MeLoughlin (Cul-
verdin), 5+ Contributions towards the erection of the Orphanape
will be thankfully reccived Ly the Risters of Mercy of South
Dunedin and by the Oatholic clergy of Dunedin, and will be duly
acknowledged in the columns of the TABEET.

A canne messaze ta the daily papers of last week announced
that Canon Grigson. a prominent Anglican clergyman in Nerth
Queen-land, has joined the Catholic Church. It will be remembered
that we pulli-hed a few weeks ago o paragraph stating that Canon
lirig-on had resigned his living in Quecnsland. He was received
wito the Chuarch at Ballarat and proceeds to London to place himself
m thie hands of Cardinal Vaug han,

At the Dunedin Dog show beld last week <omo fine animals
were eshibitel amons the St Bernands, the most noticeable being
Mo WO Bossiter ~ Prinee Carlos. which teok frst prize and was also
wvearled the Kenel Clal’s cap for the ust St Bernard,  He has
now won the cup three times, anl it therefore becomes the ab-oluto
property of the owner, Prince Carlos is a nobls animal, and has
achicved a de:ided record i vhe way of prize-taking, having wan
five fir-t and four wcound prizes altorcthor at different shows, Ie
was deseribel by the juloe as an almo-t perfect Ko, Bernard,

Wi rladly acknowledypo recaipt of a purcel of used stamps for
Father hreymborr from a young Iady who took the trouble Lo rescue
thew from the letters and papees of hicr father.  We hope such a road
example will be widely followed,

WUHAT the Warmotr Temes doseribes as an exceedingly popular
wedding took place in 8t Datrick’s Church on Tuesday, August 3,
when Diss Amelia My Bartos, eldest daughter of Mr. John Bartos
of Waimate, was joined in the honds of holy matrimony to Mr,
Joscph Polaschek of Temuka. The church was well filled, so
univer-ala favourits was theyoung lady. For many yoars Miss Bartos
has heen the leading spirib ab concerts a< a soloist, and she always will-
vagly Tent her aid, oy only hora, but in oatlying districts. She has for
long borne the brant of the battle in $t. Patrick's choir, aud has also
for a consilorable tine asted as organist, as well as lending materinl
agslstancs in church matters,  That she will be mised goes without
saying, The Nuptial Mass commenced at 10 oclask, Rev. Father
Regnault being the oficiating priest.  The bride looked exceedingly
beautiful, dressed in ivory white velvet, trimmed with satin and
lace, veil and orange blossoms, Hhe also wore 3 handsome bangle,
gold. met with pearls, the gift of the bridegroom. The travelling
dress was of navy serge, with hat to mateh.  The bridesmaids, Miss
Katic Bartos and Miss Tillic Bartos, were clewantly dressed in eroam
~ilk siripe Do Chine costumes, hats trimmmed with ostrich tips. They
alsu wore brooches, the gifs of the bridegroom.  Mr. Rehert Lavery
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