
sided. Mr. John Daly and Mr. William Field, M.P., were also
present. After about an hour's discussion the Mayorpromised the
men that their grievances would bo thoroughly investigatedand
justicedone them,and onthis condition the mcihaveall returned
to work.

LOUTH.— Sendingwork out of the Country— OnSatur.
day evening, May 15, a meuiiini of the Droghcda Trades Council
was held. Mr. Thomas M'Cullough. president, presided. The
secretary stated that Mr. M'Cullou^h had been elected to represent
the council at the annual Irish Trades Congress in Waterfordnext
month. Adeputation consistingof MessrsPeter Kiely,JohnM'Ginn
and JohnCook attended from the Typographical Society toask t c
assistance of the council, and through themof the tradesmen and
labourers of Dro/heda, to brin/ influence on the shopkeepers of
he town to get their letterpress printing executed in the local

offices. They calculated Dro^heda lost £<JOO a year for printing
which could be as well done at home as in English towns whereit
was gent. They did not ask litho work, but submitted that that
class of printing should be sent toDublin or Belfast and not across
the water. Trades who were makingtheir moneyin Irelandshould
support home as <iraiiK foreign manufacturf On th■ motion of
Mr.Carter, h-3 o-ui .1 bj VTr. Downes, a resolution w.ispassed, calling
on themerchiiMK .ini tr I -s of Droghedato get their uork done
locally, and pltslguig t « n lv <to give every po^ibie .ssi,t moe v
any movement which might bo initiatt-d to compel ?lie imprint to
be pat to Jill posters, so that ther.' could be no deception as to
where they wereprinted.

QUEEN'S COUNTY.-A Great LandSale.-Thearrant-
ments for tho sale of elo~:e on eight thousand acres of the estate
of theEarl of Portarlington are now completed, the transaction,
having regard to the fertility of the land,its extent,and the priceto
be paid, being themost important that haa yet taken placein the
Midlandsunder the Land Purchase Acts. The property lies partly
in the north of the Queen's County, between Portarlington and
Stradbally, and partly in the Barony of Ikerrin, in County
Tipperary. Thatportion that is in the Queen's County comprises
5,600 acres, including 1,.">00 acres of Emo Parktownland, andthe
restis situate in the country of which Roscrea is the chief town.

ROSCOMMON.
-

New Church of Ballintubber.
—

On
Sunday, May 16, under most agreeable and delightful anspiceß, the
solemn function of laying and blessing the foundation stoneof the
new church of St.James took place at Ballintubber. The occasion
wasremarkable forseveralreasons. In the first placeFather Martin,
the revered pastor of this particular section of a wide-spreading
parish, was ina position to boast of the fact that the first real day
of summsr weather,whichmeansso much, favouredtheaccomplish-
ment of his great work. In the second place, althoughit should be
mentioned a9above and beyond the local interestassociated with the
work, the Most Rev. Di. Clancy, the Bishop of Elphin, who per-
formed the ceremony, addressed the people afterwards, and his
appeal is certain toresult in the completionof the great good work
to which Father Martin has devoted himself. The old church, a
kind ofreminiscence of thepenaldays,liesin a valley. Itis unsuited
to the requirementsof the parish, andanew church has become an
inevitable necessity. Thanks to The O'Conor Don, the lord of thesoil, a site, an ideal tite as it is, has been granted close to the
castle, and justifying in every way the reference made to it by
the Bishop. The solemn ceremony was attended by large crowds
from all the outlying districts. The scene presented during the
solemn function of blessing the corner s»tone wasmost irnpre.-.sive,
andat its conclusion, the Most Rev.Dr.Claucy, Bishopof Elphin,
addressed the people from a dais erected close to the cross which
marks the position of the Hiirh Altar of the new church. The
interesting and impressive function thenconcluded.

WATERFORD.— A Veteran Sportsman.
—

The fine old
veteran sportsman, Johnny Ryan, after h ivii'g been for fifty-five
years associated with the Curraghui're Hounds a-, huntsman, has
been pensioned by the Marquisof Waterford, and the remainder of
his days will be spent in repose and c<>infort. In1542. under L"rd
Henry, Mr. Ryan began his career with th Cur a li u»res. ami
■luring over half a century saw uiany triumphs of the uha*f. Ho
has, too,participatedin the sorrows which fell uponthe familywith
genuine and heartfelt sympathy. It was Johnny Ryan who first
came to aid Lord Henry after the fatal leap in County Kilkenny,
and the gallant Marquis died on the huntsman's knee. We are
informed that the old man will enjoya pensionof a £100 a year.

GENERAL.
The Government and the Irish Landlords.— The Chief

Secretxry on Friday,May 14, announced that the Governmenthad
decided to yield to the threats and clamour of the Irishlandlords
and to issue a commis-ion of inquiry into theLandActs. Naturally
the announcement provoked stroi g protects from the Nationalist
benches. The object of the commissionUof course (saya theDublim
Freeman) to do the landlord's work of intimidating the Sub-
Commissioners. Many of them hold office by anuncertain tenure,
andof courseif they conceive that their services are likely to be dis-
pensed with by those in power they will act as their pay masters
wish. A more unjust or scandalous proceeding was sur ly nevercommitted, evenby the Castle Government,than this ing dry into
the exercise of judicial functions which are to c ntinue to be
exercised while the Commission which is trying the members of
various courts is sitti-ig. The Chief Secretary's -tatement was
precededby a remarkably vigorous speechby Mr.< 'arson, who, from
a landlord point of view. ,iM;i;kud Dritish lUHLrovprnniont of
Ireland generally. We are nl.'id to find some of the landlord
advocates waking up to the fact that British liiivnuiinirat is n
curse which affects all classes in Ireland. When this theory waa
put forward time after time, however, the landlordclasses would

CFrom Contemporaries)
ANTRIM.— The Giant's CaUßeway.— The Giant's Causeway
Committee are determined, if the funu* are forthcoming, toappeal
against the decision of the Vice-Chancellor. Local feelingon the
appropriationof thecauseway by the syndicate is verystrong, and
wa have no doubt that the efforts of the committee to safeguard
public rights willreceive a fullmeasureof supportfrom allwho take
an interestinIrishscenery.

ARMAGH.— Mastersand Men in theBuildingTrade.—
A short time ago the members of the Portadown branch of the
Bricklayer's Society made a demand on their employers for an
increase of wages and a reduction of the hours of labour. The
noticehaving expireda conferenceof the masters andmen washeId
in the Town Hall for the purpose of endeavouring toarrange on
amicable settlement and thereby averta strike, Mr. Robert Cullen
presided,and the other members of theBuilders' Association present
were :

— Messrs. Geor/e Bright, secretary;Joseph Collen. Richard
button,William Reid, and Thom>-» CoHei. The men were repre-
sented by Messrs William Whitten. Jain- s Shanks, Thomas Hyde,
James Whitten find Tohn Whitten. The men risked that their wa'/en
should be advanced from G^d to 7Jd an hour, and that thehour* of
Libuur be reduced fr>m r>7 to 5fJ hours a week. After discussing
the matter tor an hour andahalf the ma tersoffered to increase the
wages to 7d »n hour for a 56 hours week, which the deputation
representing the men unanimously agreed toaccept.

CORK.— Michael Davitt's Return.— Amongst the saloon
passengers who landed on Friday, May 14. from the Cunarder,
Lucania, whichcalled off theharbour fromNew York,en route for
Liverpool,wasMr. Michael Davitt.M.P., who waa visiting- friends
in the United States of America, and waa away for the last six
weeks. The hon. gentleman is in the enjoyment of excellenthealth,
andhe expressedhimself asmuch pleased with his trip across the
Atlantic. Very fine weather was experienced during the passage
from New York, which was accomplished in 5 days 14 hours 30
minutes. Some Press representativeswaitedonMr. Davitt toobtain
his viewson the present political situation, but Mr.Davitt was
willing to speakon any other subject except politics, on which he
had nothing to say. He was pleasedto be able to say that times
were slightly improved in America. He was glad to learn that
there was a great falling off in emigration to the States. From
whathe heard in the States thousands of tourists from America will
visit Irelandnext year for the '98 Centenary celebration.

DUBLIN.— An Unadvisable Proceeding.— A complaint
whichseems tohavereasonable foundationismade againsttheaction
of the Dublin Corporation in issuing advertisements in the Belfast
paper,asking for tenders for theprinting of theParliamentaryvoter's
lists. The issue of such advertisements does not necessarily mean
that aBelfast firm will get the contract, but it,certainly p ints to a
desire on the part of those issuing the advertisement to bring the
Belfastpeopleinto competition. We think thatitis, on the whole,
(says the Fireman) a very inadvisable proceeding. The printing
trade in Dublin is sufficiently large tosecure a good healthy com-
petition athome, and certainly theDublin printers are entitled to
the doing of the work if their terii^ are at all reasonable. We
trust that reasonand moderation will a< ruate both the Corporation
and the printersin thematter, and thatunless there is some glaring
inequality in the terms no attempt will be made toplace tae con-
tractoutside the city.

KERRY.— Opening of new Tourist Routes.— The lint
wanted toconnect thenewly opened scenery of the Shannon with
the well-known tourist routes of Kerry has been supplied. On and
after the Ist of June there will be a coaching service daily between
Listowel and Tarbert, andhenceforth tourists who, having explored
the beauties of the West, wish to continue their trip through the
'"kingdom" will have all facilities afforded them for the purpose.
The communication now aboutto be provided is oneof the moHt
important steps yet taken for the developmentof tourist traffic in
the South-West of Ireland and ought be attended with moat satis-
factory results.

KING'S COUNTY-The Ferbane Church Fetes -Mr.
John Gilbert King, D.L., the veteran ex-Conservative M.P. for
King's County and former M.F.H., has become the patron and
president of the sporting tournament which the VeryRev. Cantn
Sheridan, P.P., will bring off in Ferbane in connection with the
grand bazaar andopen air fete promoted to aid the building fund
of thebeautifulnew church thathe has been themeans of erecting
at a cost of fully £7,000, and whichis now in anadvancedstage
towards completion. The fete will last one week anda day. The
programme includes jumping competitions for horses, cobs and
ponies; cycling and athletic events, football tournaments, hurling,
tugs-of-war, concerts, etc. A number of valuable cups will be the
principalprizes. The Earl of Ros*e, another prominent Protestant,
has given a large bank-note as aprize in the generaldrawing, and
many others of the same community are cordially co-operating
with the Catholic peopletomake the great undertaking the success
that it deservesto be.

LIMERICK.— The Limerick Streets; End of the
Sweepers' Strike.— The street sweepers' strike is at anend, and
not a moment too soon. Appalling clouds of dust are driving
through the streets, and the refuse, which, according to a strange
custom in Limerick, is thrown from the houses of gentle and
simple out in the streetsat nightfall, were accumulating heaps
The back streets and lanes were infinitely worse, and there was
imminent danger of disease if this lamentable depute was not
brought toa close. A conference washeld at which the Mayorpre-
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SMOKE "ROYAL COLORS" TOBACCO.
(IMPROVED AROMATIC.)


