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inmost lives of all the millions of Erin, to mnould their minds in bis
own thought<. to move their hearts with his own great emotions
to rouse their wills t6 the level of his own great purpose,
and hurl their united energies in one irresistible assault against
the citadel of wrong.  Only a natnre of marvellows depth and tender-
ness and sympathy and power could be a fic instrument in the hand
of Providence for such a work ; and it was to this that God wus
silently, hiddenly moulding his whole being in this first stage of
his Providential preparation. Then Providence led his young mind
to & higher level. One of his favourite haunts was the old ruined
Abbey of Darrynane. The quaint old architecture. so different from
that of the houre- around, charmed bis funcy and wade him wonder
who they were that had reared those wall~ anl dwelt withiua them
long ago  His father answered his eager questioning-, and told
him of the generations after generations of holy amd learned monks
who had lived there centuries before—told hiny of the similar
generations of raints awd ~aves who had made glovinuy the namnes of
Ardfert, Aghuedoce. Inni-fallen and Muckrossin his own loved Kerry,
besides hundred- of alibey~ Like them all over Ireland, These hints
of o better and brighter ape lowg ¢ ne by fired the heurt of young
O'Connell with eagerne -~ to know all about those vanished glories.
He gathered every acce~ible detail from masters and from books,
And then, he teils us, that Gkl Awe of Erm was the tavourite
theme of his boyish muditation-.  He pansed not to dwell on the
devastation of Dani~h anwd Norman ad SBaxon invasions which
had guenched that wondrous radianee.  He pasved beyond the
storm-clouds and basked in the radiance that once illumined a.ll.the
land. In later years his soul was to burn with indignation against
the tyrant oppressors who had quenched this matehless radiance
and robbed his country of her ancient glories. But now it safficed
bim to revel in the memories that were his rightful inkeritance
and to drink his soul full of their inspiration. It was to be the in-
spiration of his life, as it had Leen during all these centuries the
inspiration of his Erin,

LOVE O} RELIGION AND LIBERTY.

Faith, religion. love of God and Christ and Mother Church be-
came the mainspring of all his energies, the motive power (J_f his
whole life. Every great lite must be posscssed by some lofty idenl,
must be lifted up and broadened and cnnobled by some mighty
motive, must be uphetd and impelled by ~ome transeendent purpose,
All this the soul of that boy was drmking in, almest unconsciously,
from his charmed mu-ings on the Christian glovies of Brin's past.
And while the simple, vigerous hite he hsal was building up in
him that stalwart physical strength that he would need for the
herculean labours of his future career, he war growimgy at *he mime
time into the lite-purpose which was to give that career its direction

and its greatness,  He longed Lo drink decp of learning.  But poor
devastated Erin had no <chools in which he could find 1t.  The hand

of the spoiler had swept them all away. e wus too young to grasp
the full meaning of the English Penal Code that ground down his
country : but he had a glimpse of it when he was compellid, in
order to rret an education, to ~eek it in fore1,c_:p climes.  During the
four years that he spent in the colleses of Lidge. Louvain, 5t Omer,
and Douay, while plodding faithtally in the ordinary curriculum,
his mind and heart were ever intent on the thomghts of his early
boyhood. He loved histery, becan-e iv pictured to his youthtul
imagination the life-long stroggle of hummuty for 1‘1}:?11; again-t
might, for justice awainst wrong, tor hiberty to live, a~ Gol meant
that mankind should live, in peace and weltare ; tor hiberty to prow,
as God meunt that mankind should grow, unte the 1ull stature of
manly self-control and responsilnhiy, ] Tln_m sile by -rde with his
early love of religion there grew up in his soul a mirhty love ot
justice, of liberty, and a great wrath asain-t tyranny in any shape
or in any part of the world, that would rob men ot their nght-.
that would [orce on them th rale of wrong, that would shackle or
restrain them trom legiinmate enjoy ment of justice and hiberty,

HORROR O' THI PRENCIL RLVIMLL LTON.

While he was working all this out for him-elf in the quiet
seclusion of his classes, mturinted multitudes were \l.'r)rl(ln;_: 1L out
in bloody shape at the barrivades of Parie and on the battle-fiell« of
France, At first bi~ ~oul sympathi~ed with them because they
battled again~t mantfest wrong. b canse they marched under the
banners of ju~tice and Iiberty.  But cre long be saw t.h‘d.t they bad
lost the great ideas which coustituie justice and liberty, that
Voltairean sophi-try had robbel them of the principles which undor-
lie all human welfave : that m their mad rosk for liberty they were
descerating all the sanctuaries ot Liberty and breaking down all its
safeguards : that thus they were driving on to wild extremes, and
extremed mu~t meet @ that Mirabean was preparing the way for
Danton. Robe-pierre and Marat, as these would logieally lead on to
the iron despotimm of Napoleon. When he 1e_tt Douay for his home,
in 1793, at the age of eighteen, those convictions were alrendy clear
and strong in his mind. He felt sure his hie would be spent in a
struggle for his country’s right-, in the mizhty endeavour to wrest
from Knolish tyranny justice and hberty tor Ireland, God was
already whispering in hiscar . ' Come, and I will ~end 1hee that thon
mayeat deliver My people, and T will be with thee But he saw
clenrly thit the ~trile v luch be was to be a leader must be torally
different from the awiul mud bloedy and godle~ struagle ol the
French Revolution. From that couvietion unl that reselution he
never swerved for an instant.

world would ring with their complaint and all mankind agree
that their complaint was just; he would fling the indignant
public opinion of his whole country and of the whale world like
an irresistible phalanx against the British Parliament and force
it to surrender. foree 1t to do justice, force it to emancipate enslaved
Erin, To prepare himself for that task was now the one study of
his life, Partial relaxation of the Penal Laws now made it possible
for him tostudy Jaw and be admitted to the Bar. He unhesitatingly
chose this carcer b cause it wonld give him standing and influence ;
because it would make him a master ir all legal procedure ; because
it would give him opportunities toright injustice ; becauseit would
train him in perfect power of speech. the magic power by which he
was to win and direet the energics of all his people and to battle
down the oppo~ition of all their fees, Erelong the stalwart, handsome,
elouent, hardworking young lawyer attrocted general attention,and
won general e-teem in the courts. Wider and wider spread his
famie, nmul when, on the eve of the abolition of the Irish Parliament,
thix young Darristr of twenty-five arose in mass meeting and
thunderid against the proposed iniquity, against this outrageous
inju-tice to Ircland. the whele people felt that a great power had
risen amonyg them. a man in whose heart there was an echo to all
the patrioti-m that had ever arined her sons for her defence, o man
of windom and puwer and nobleness of soul whom they could trust,
whom they could follow and olicy in the mighty struggle to which
his finger was already pointine them,
THE DIVLICULTY OF WINNEG CONFIDENCE.

On and on he pushed in his ~plendid career, winning fame and
fortune for himself, but winning also what he prized far more—
the confidence of the Irish people. It was no casy task. They
had grown so used not only to tyranny but to betrayal, that it
was no wonder that they had grown diffident, suspicious of every
would-be leader. Especially was this true of the clergy and the
bishops. They had so often seon their poor fiocks ronsed to frenzy
and led ont to certain slanghter by well-meaning but imprudent
demagogues, that ithey were not to be blamed for long mistrusting
this new arch-agitator, who spoke in such thunder-tones againat
long-rooted injustice. and was beginning to stir so profoundly the
hearts of the entire nation by his demand of justice for Lreland,

No wonder that newrly all who were engaged in trade or who
passessed vested Interests feared that this agitation would disturb
seonomic adjustments and entail peeuniary loss on themselves, and
that, therefore, they should deprecate it with all their might, And
no womder, too, that inany a hot-headed, enthusiastic patriot, whose
blood wa- boiling with anger against British tyranny, who had loat
all hope, if he ever hail any. in Gritish justice, who was full of the
~pirit which 1 "0% had risen half-armed and rushed to death for
Treland, should now scoff at this lawyer patriot, scoff at his denune-
ciation of physical force, senff at his peaceful agitation, at his law
aud order campaign, renff at his hope and his promise that through
mere moral power the Irish people would wring from England
what they had failed 1o win with guns and pikes, All this 0'Con-
nell had to overcome cre his peaple could be one with him ; and he
overcume 1t all. v tock him ten years and mere to congquer all
inistrust. to anwwer all objections, to remove honest prejudices, to
expo~e and defeat «elf-interested opposition, to pour his own strong
conviction~ and hi~ own lofty purpose into every Irish heart. At
last every mund in Irelnd saw the troth and every heart was with
him, and from end 1o end of the lamd he was acclaimed the Man
of the People. Then bogan the long campaign of assault upon
the foe,

RLLIGIOD > AND CIVIL LIBERTY HIs ORJECT.

Two great vights O Conuell was determined to wrest from
Britz-h tyranny @ reluriow. liberty and eivil liberty, He put reli-
gion- ltherty tivet, benau-e it i the more sacred of the two, because
the man who liss not Nberty of conscience has no rights that are
worth havine, Al <o thranghout the land the cry went up for
Catholie Damndipuion, dectings were held in every town and on
every hill--nle. to hemr O'Counell tell thens of ther country's righta
and their conntry’s wronzs,  Thou-and and tens ob thousands hung
upon fis ward- exulting and weeping by turns. as he pictured to
them Erin's Cathobie glories in the blessed days of yore and Krin's
pitecu~ desolation now, as she sat wan and wasted in her rained
home, wailing over the s rads of her ~ons that had been slain for
Loving hers weeping over the down-trodden multitudes of her chile
dren that were treate 1 as Helots in their own land, despised by the
Hagsenach besause. like thor mether. they loved the religion of
Jesus crucified, and fowal their consolation with Mary and John at
the fuot of the Cross.  Their bload bailed as he dwels upon the cry-
ingr injustice of refu-ing civil vights to Catholics, as such, in a land
wheve, In spite of centuries of porse ution. mine-tenths of the people
were Catholies.  Outburst- of honest indignation arose as, in strains
of withering invective. he repelled the lying assertion that Catholies,
as such, were lews fit o he loyal eitidens of the empire than their
Protestant neichliurs.  And when. in tones of matchlcss eloquence,
he thundered forth the demand for Catholie Emancipation, those
tens of thowands sent fortl a shout who-e echoes caine with start-
ling force to the car~ of King and Parlinment.  On went the agita-
tien, Gl every man and woman in Ireland was in it. On it went,
till 1t Dhecame monitest to all olservers that this was not a passing
oathur-t ot enthus-m-m, g the ealm, stronyg utterance of a convie-

MORAL POWLR Hls CHOUSEN WLEADON,

His conclusion was drawn, po-itisely and irrevocably . not by
physical force was the victory 1o be gained. but by moral power.
His plan was formed, detinutely and unchangoably ; he would unite

nto one vast army every man and woman m Ireland ; he would
arm them with weapons aganst which guns and bayonetgs \}'ould_
be powerless ; he would fill them with cloar-sighted conviction of
Jheir rights and with unflinching determination that those rights
must be granted ; he woulld teach _tllem tu_l.i.ec_l.u'u _thelr oriev-
ances, to protest and petition and agitate tor justice, till the whele

tiont ko purpose that iad = come t9 stay " aml that st prove
frresistible,

THI CONDITION 0l IRELAND,

He had Lefs Dreland aomere boy, full of the ww
of childhood, ving m faney witl hus beroes in the bright ploriea
of the past He returned verging into msuhood, his intellect
developed and trained. able to look facts in the face, to estimate
them ruzhely. and to draw practieal inferences. He had read of the
eondition ot his country, writhing nnder the heel of oppression ; bat
now e ~aw with lus oan eyes whal Iedand was, and the spectacle
wrang his heart, nay. almost broke it, Everywhere he beheld the
dire results of seven eenturies of tyrannical oppressien and three

cct imaginings



