
The wifeof Councillor Thomas Atkinson, of Ryton. formerly ofBy well Hall Farm, StocKfield-on-Tyne, was (say.s the Catholic7'/w<s) received into the Church by Canon Wrennall, of Sttik onthe Feast of theFinding of the HolyCross.Inan intenu>\v with theHolyFather a few days ago the Arch-bishop of Paris, it is .said, referred to the Leo Taxil affair. ThePopo quietly remarked that it was for him to bless all who pro-fessed repentance of errors and a desire to become goodCatholics.If unworthy persons had recourse to deception,this would recoilupon themselves lx/jauseit was impossible to deceive God.
There is some talk as to the probability of the Unitedappointing a representative at the Vatican,and rumour has con-nected the recent visit of Archbishop Ireland to Washington -vitbthe desire said to be entertainedin the highest quarters^ amongstpublic men in theUnitedStates that such an appointmentshould bemade.

Wednesday,July 7.
The survivorsof theP.and 0. Co.'s s.s. Aden, wrecked at Socotra,
state that the native crew behaved splendidly. The Canadian
Governmenthavedecided toallow theproductsof New South Wales
toenter Canada under the lower scaleof Customs duties provided in
thepreference clauses of the Tariff Bill. Percy Cavill,of Sydney,
has won thehalf-mile amateurswimmingchampionshipof England
in Kimin. 26sec. J. Hellings, also of Sydney, won the 100yds.
championship, defeating seven others easily in 70sec. Strike of
engineers in London;so far 5.000menhavecome out. Great strike
of coal miners inAmerica owing to biing refused an increase of
wages;it effects the States of Ohio, Pennsylvannia, Indiana and
Illinois ;a quarter of a million men are involved in the strike.The Powers have presenteda jointNote to the Porte owing to the
Turks persisting in retaining the line of theRiver Pencios as the
new Gra;co-Turkish frontier in Thessaly. Colonial Premiers in
Londondemand that the British Government should renounce the
Belgian and German treaties;it is unlikely, however, that Mr.
Chamberlain will agree to the proposal. Deputation from the
Australasian Chamber of Mines in London wait on Colonial
Premiers re mining laws of the colonies;Premiers promise that
every encouragement will be given to buna p'dr mining.
Butler (Glenbrook murderer) confesses himself a Wesleyan, and
wishes toreceive ministration by the Wesleyan chaplain. Freezing
companies in Australia holding a conference to discuss Mr.Hooley's
scheme. The last gold escort from Coolgardie was the largest on
record,viz.

—
17,0000z. Stud sheep sales in Sydney; large prices

realised for prize rams and ewes. Captain Brown, Government
entomologist at Auckland, has idiscovered a parasite which is de-
structive of the mealy bug,so long the pest of fruitgrowers. Mr.
Thomas Dwan,of Wellington, whohas recently returnedfrom a trip
to the United States and Canada,advises New Zealand flax growers
to turn their attention to growing esparto grass andramie (aFiji
fibre), as New Zealand flax is not held invery high esteem there.
Wanganui is going in for a ladies' club.

Thursday, July S
Two blackmailers in London sentenced to penal servitude for

life and three others to 10 years each. The French Chambers have
votedPresident Faure a large sum for his approaching visit to the
Czar of Russia. Anglo-Egyptian expedition about to advance
against the dervishes upon Abu-Hamed, Upper Nile ; Sir H.
Kitchener has leftCairo for the front to take command. Disastrous
floods in the South of France ;HOO people drowned and terrible
damage to property, estimated at 200,000,000 francs. Turks and
Greeks still fighting : delay in settlement of peace chiefly owing to
the Porte;Lord Salisbury said these delays were casing great
injury and evendanger. Colonial Premiers atHomehaving a good
time ;great ball at the Guildhall ;over 1,000 guests present. Mr.
Seddon intends to visit Wales,Scotland and Ireland. He sails for
New Zealand on July 21. In the recent anti-plague riots in India
some 600 peoplewerekilled;the disaffectednativesaredaily insult-
ingEuropean ladies in thestreetsof Calcutta. An Antarctic expedi-
tion is beingorganisedin London. ColonelHerbert reports that the
conduct of the Colonial troops visiting London has been highly
exenplaryduring their stay atChelsea barracks. Adair, late of the
Bank of Australasia at Charter's Towers,sentenced to two years' im-
prisonment for embezzling over £ .5,000. Fourth series of wool sales
very brisk :an advance of ."> per cent, on some kinds wasobtained.
Sheehan (Ambcrley murderer)to be executed shortly :he continues
calm and quiet, and receives the ministrations of the Very Rev.
Father Cummings. Kaikoura lenves Wellington for London to-
morrow ;has JC24..">()(1 worth of bullion on board.

Friday.Jti.y ;i
Amy Shorwin (Tasmanian nightingale) left England on July <>

witha concert company for Australia. The total quantity of wheat
and flour afloat for the United Kingdom is <Kti),<Mto quarters and for
the Continent Sio.ooo quarters. Sir John Bennett. Sheriff ofIxmdon,is dead. Russia and Germany bringing pressure tobear on
Turkey in order tobring about peace wi+h Greece. Bands several
thousands strong from the mills up the Gangesmarching on Cal-
cutta to reinforce the rioters who have revolted inconsequence of
the action of the British plague officials. At the London wool
sales prices remain firm and competitiongood. The German war-
ships Falke and Bussird have been re-commissioned for a further
term on the Pacific station. The N.Z. Loan and M.A. Co. have
leased their Bridge street stores in Sydney and takenlarger pre-
inist> inPyrmount owing to their business growing largely. The
N.Z. Government are in treaty tor the purchase of the Matakiwi
estate nearMasterton for settlement purposes. The Hon.J. Carroll
and another Minister will represent the Government at the late
Major Ropau's funeral,the firing party will be a detachmentof the
permanent artillery T> strong. The Hon.J. (J.Ward filed a peti-
tion in bankruptcy yesterday. Lord Ranturly, our new Governor,
expected in Wellington about August 7.

b VTURDAY,JI'LY I<>,

According to the Latin* newspaper the Queen"* eyesight has
not failed so much as has been stated and does not prevent the per-
formance of her duties. Mr. Attridge, war correspondent o£ the
London J>ailij (hromrh. ha* recovered ClOoo damages from Mr.
Knight, the Tunis war correspondent,for accusing him of want of
courage at the battle of Ferker. in the Soudan. The British
imports for June increased by Cl,o(.i2,ooo and the exports decreased
by X1,17o.O( )0 as compared with la>t year. The Senate of the
United States passed the Tariff Bill by :*s to 2S. The harsh

■mannerinwhich the Aliens Laws are being enforced in theUnited
States is being relented by Canada. The colonial Premiers in
London have agreed to a renewal of the naval agreement with
Great Britain. Mr. Goschen announced the intention of the
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. Admiralty to send a first-class cruiser as the flagship in the
Australian waters. TheRight Hon.R.J. Seddon wasbanquetedin
London yesterday,amongst those present being the Maorisection of
the contingent, whodanced a Itaka before the guests amidst greatapplause. M. Meilhac, the French playwright, is dead. Sydney
stud sheep sales closed;consignments of Romneys from Wellington
and Porirua were passed in unsold. 'Great distress amongst the
unemployed inMelbourne, hundreds sleeping out. A very rich
find of gold is reported from Southern Cross. Fatal fire in Wel-lington;a Chinaman,Chow Li,burned todeath.

Monday, July 12.
A force of Niger police under the command of Lieutenant

Carroll, a Queenslander, defeated the King of Benin's force and
captured a town;Lieutenant Fitzgerald, of the attacking force,
was killed. Stillmorebanquets to the Colonial Premiers at Home:
Mr.Seddon. replying to the toast of his health,claimed that New
Zealand's progressive legislationhad increasedthe wealthand tended
to the contentment and prosperity of the Colony. A fire broke
out at Buckingham Palace during the progress of a State ball
given by the Queen;the firemen promptly put out the flames.
Strongdisapprovalshown in Sydney to the proposalto take a por-
tion of HydePark for thepurpose of a city railway. The Luck-
now Mine, in New South Wales, resumes work with an all-round
reduction of wages. The Acting-Premier (Hon. J.McKenzie)has
received a cable from the Right Hon. R.J.Seddon stating thathe
wassworn in as a Privy Councillor at Windsor onWednesday, and
personally presentedaddress fromthe Parliament of New Zealand;
her Majesty sends her thanks to theLegislativeCouncil and Houseof Representatives. The Government steamer Tutanekai proceeds
toSydney to bring Lord Ranfurly toNew Zealand;arrangements
are being made in Wellington for his reception. The Gear Meat
Company, in Wellington, decline to have anything to do with the
Hooley Scheme of Amalgamation. Hon.J.G. Wardhas addressedhis Awarua constituents; strong feeling amongst the electors to
retainhis services.

Tuesday, July13.
The Government of Cape Colony haveoffered to present a first*

class battle ship as a free gift to the Empire; Mr. Goschen has
accepted the offer. A prominentSt. Petersburg journalsays that
unless the Sultan submits to the terms dictated by thePowers it
will be necessary toend Turkey as a Europeanstate. The colonialPremiers attended a garden party given by the Baronesa Burdett*
Coutts onSaturday, they were alsoentertainedby the Dukeof West-
minister and Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone. New alluyialrush reported
near Kalgoorlie. Sir. P. A. Jennings diedin the Brisbane hospital
from syncope, he was for many years a prominent figure in New
South Wales politics, being Premier in 1886. A meetingof Mr.ward's supporters at Winton on Saturday night ;a resolution was
passed unanimously expressing continued confidence in him. and
pleasureinagainacceptinghisservices, Mr.D. Andersonof Hokanui
offering todefray the whole cost of his electionexpenses.

DUNEDIN CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY.

Thk usual weekly meeting1 of the above Society was held in theChristian Brothers' schoolroom onFriday last. There was a good
attendance of members, the juniors fuirly carrying off thehonours
of the evening in that respect.

Apologies werereceived from Mr.C. E. Haughton and from the
secretary.

In the absence of thepresidents Mr. J. Hally was voted to thechair.
Mr. P. Carolin reada paper written by Mr. Tubmanon ''The

rise and progress of Christianity in EnglanI." The paper was care-
fully written and traced the history of the English peopleback tothe fifth century. Itwasa brilliant display of research and reflectsthe greatest credit on the writer asa student. Mr. Carolin did him-selt justice by his careful and intelligent manner of reading thepaper. The essay,evoked, perhaps the largest display of speech*making<>t the session.

The followingmembers were veryactive inthe discussion whichfollowed the readingof the paper :— Messrs. G. Hesford, A. Quelch,J. Black, H. Miles, Leo Pastorelli. S. Columb, C. Hall.J.O'Connor,J. Chapman,D. Columb. C.Delany, T. Hu*sy and the chairman. Itwasgenerally conceded that this was themost successful eveningofthe session.
Itwas recently suggested that a series of prizes should be given

Ito juniorswhodistinguished themselves inextemporaneousspeaking,and judging from thenumerous efforts and the success attained onthi* occasion, it is quite evident that many young members havealready framed strong designs on these prospective prizes.
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