8

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Friday, November 13, 183986.

that certitude is possible and exists among Cathelics, bat, indeed, in
the reformed Churches, and even in the most perfect. perhaps, the
Church of England. to which you belong, it is utterly impossible.
Then you attack infallibility by saying ; ~ It we could have alwuys
at hand a certain and infallibile gruide, an authority for faith and
conduct from which there is no appenal, the scope of moral and
intellectual discipline woukl be fatally naurrowel, and we should
walk by kight, not by faith” (p.37)., How can you talk such
rubbish 7 You wmight as well ~ay  that railroad- and ~teimers
shackle our liberty, beeause they lead us swiftly and ~ceurely to vur
destination : or that a clever professor, who ablizes his puptl- to
follow a procire and ¢lear method for the neqmation of knewledye
in the rhortest possible time. and whe unfolds to thelr ra-led
intellect the Leautifnl panorama ot his scivntiic dr=coveries and
gives them the soliztion to the greatest problems ol nathematios,
phy=ics. history and philosophy, interfoeres with ther natural treee
dom and makes the path of scientitic. philesophical or historical
investigations narrowur, becatxe he prevents them trem abu-ings
their natural gifts and wandering into a labyrinth of ervors, and’
from losing much valuable time m finding ont that which he can
teach them cluarly amd methodically in a lew honrs,  Wherctore, it
is untrue, as your Lovd-hip msinuates. = that il we could have
always at hand o cortain infallible guide, an antherity for faith and
conduct from which there 15 no appeal. the swope of moral and
intellectual disciphme would be ftally narrewed. amwl we should
walk hy sight. not by faith.” In-teud of Lebie nareowsd. wn
infallible guide, an authority tor faith and conduet. frowm which
there is no appeal. renders the scope of moral and itelleernal
discipline hroader by preventing us trom lo~ing much precious time
in finding out what is true or falee, vight or wrong weiul or
dangerous, ju-t as a clever yuide in art~ and sviences enables us to
master them perfectly with ea<e and faelity, with the preatest
possible speed. It is also untrue = that an intadlble puide would
canse us to walk by ' sight, not by faith, " The Church. m pomting
out to us with the preatest accuracy the truths of resvelation and
our moral duties. does not take away tfrom the reveanled truth- their
mysterions character ; she does not remove the veill which, in this
lite, conceals their hididen beauties from our gage. she only makes
us certain of their being taught u- by God, and she commamds u~
with His prace, to believe them Hemly, althoweh, on aceount of the
weakness of our intellectual tacultivs, we shall never be able to
fully comprehend them in thiz workil.  Revelation does not huader
philosephical, historicel, or ~cwntific mvestigations, properly
directed, they serve to confirm revelation and exhibitin a brvhter
light the truths of faith. THowever. ns selence 1= the esaet know.-
ledge of God and i works. ~eience must always harponise wiih
revelation properly under-tood, hecan-c Gol eannot contrahicr Hine
gelf, and epeak one lancuave to u~ throuuh our reaon and a
different one throurh his Chuarch.  The would-be auntagoni-m
between the Church and seience or madern progress is an impost-
bility ; it arises In scienti-ts. from o wnisconeeption ot the truce
teaching of the Church, or from theories, which. although pretend-
ing ta be scientrhe, are not really -o. but are false and dangerons
illusions. There i« a fact which =hows this mamitestly. Tt that
at all times. and in all places. even in our own days the vreatest
doctors, philosupher~, artist~, and the mo-t zealous detenders ot
science and progress, have also been the mo-tdevoted cloldeen of the
Catholic Church and the Sriest believer~ in hor mmbadbible teaching
for one man ot gemus which other seets can bhrst ot tine Casholuwe
Church alone can bring furward eiehit or tine eqindd 1 not suneror
to them in every depurtment of hwman knowledee Toas nog tair,
my Lord. to thus misrepre-ent the Church of Rome o= an ob-toache 1o
liberty and prouressive dervelopment by ~ayme “that 1@ we had
always at hand an intallible punde the seope ot norad an b omred-
lectual discipline woull Le totadly wurowerds and we Shouhl walk
by sight. not by tath. " or bt the cravine tor andhioriy 1~ not
wholesome. It i~ my Lonl above all in rehicwon The ay Tl
us what to believe ; show u~ the anthority thironed p 2w dad and
emphatic sovercignty . let the v vowe of the Chiwrck spedang
in unmistakeable tones, be heard.” 1= the spontanentis mant i ~stble
cry ot a Christian soul. Ir there 1~ another hileo we want 1o kiow
the road that leads to it it dJe-us lias spoken to 1= we want to
know His words and their exnet import and manme b He s
established a Church to teach u~ to sanctity u-. to conern us we
want to follow the gudance of that Visible Augel untul we have
reached the promised land ot Paradise,  NoChurch ot human mven-
tion, no State Church establishel by w king, o queen. a czar, or a
pultan can be the Church ot Jesus Chrests It can neser foad us to
our immortal de-tiny. to the clear -1eht and engoyment of God tor
all eternity : to Listen to the voice of such a Churele except i the
ecave of entirely mvoluntary and mnocnt wnorane: s to he a
traitor to Jesus £'hirist Ot s to mabhe more of wen than of Th, o
szal our everlasting perdition,

I, LI PBRENT RINDS O ALUTRORIrY,

You rightly tell ws, wy Lord. that = the worst conlusun arises
from ambiguity,” It =~ fwvaan, jou add 2 te i~ whens we
have not defined, A clew weder-tawhinge can vever be reacliead as
long as words are u=ed am diversont, amd olien fatally diverzear
penses.  Half the controversies tnomatters of 1elicon mght have
been spared, had men Leen cautious, betore depute boyran o attach
a clear meaning to doubtful words  (p. 373 The word unthoruy,
you say, s capable of many meannpgs There we authorities
wiich affect us in very ifferent ways —(1) Thire i~ an authoriry
of gonviction. There are truths wluch. when prescoted to us, carry
their own evidence, No reason i~ neoliul to porsuade us ot thaar
truth. Thew truth~ may be called axtomate. They find an
immediate response. To doubt thom s to <how not a power ot
wnderstanding. but a Jack ot capacity (po 9N (2) There v an
authority of riason. deductions aml nterenees. trom establislied
principles, appeal to what are called authorities whowe cvidence
may be wore or les strong or weak, mflueneme the will but not
exercising overita covrcive power, or “esetvisig any ripht which

can deprive of 1t jurisbction that reason belore whowe court 1t has
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heen summoned (se¢ p. ). (3) There is the authorily of order,
that is de]g,‘mml t0 eertain per-ons often inferior to those over whom
they exercise autherity.  The police constalile i< an authority of the

kinl. TIe is obeyed even by princes of the hlood and judges of the
land. The ground of that autherity i« only that of order and cow-

v(_zni(-ncc. The ground on which thi= ~ubmission to authority i
given is on the understanding that no demand be made. which is
apainst reason and con-cienee.

OMERVATIONS AND NEPLY,

You told u~ that the worst contusion of controver<y ari-es from
ambizviry, and. in trytie to explain to ws what authority 1~ you
have spoken with wneh an ambiounty that 1t would be juiposstble
trom the explanations you have (et gisou us to form any correct
idea of it, Tt me fitet remnind you of the true nature and division
of authority  The worl awtharity signifies the power or right to
command, and to entorce the commaneds wiven. It iz alwo the right
to exercise certain public functions with the power to make others
submit to the superior, in the discharge of his duty. and withiu the
limits of his jurisdiction (~e Dumnat. Droit Public., b, Tit, &, Seet.
;. xiif), lastly, we eall authority that which legitimates and
justities an action, and the evidence of proofs which support a truth
or help us to properly understand 1t. When we a-k-——Who hus
anthority ! it i4 the same as if we inguirel—Who is fu power to
command or to rovern ! When woe say—What anthoriry 1~ there for
~uch or such a thing, it siunified what arve the <olid reasons or proots
which suppurt it ! What citle las it 1o out ~ubmission or credit ?
God. as we have already =aid in our tiest lecture. i~ the principle.
the matn-prine, the tountain-head of every authority. By nature,
all men are equal. If any one has authority over others, it is
because he iw for certain things and within the limits ot the juris-
diction he has received. diroetly or indirectly. a representation of Hie
Divine Majesty, acting in Hiv name. and enforcing His commands,
It tollows rrom this that no authority, domestie, civil, or religious,
can  Jewitimately be exercised but in subordination to and in
harmony with the wili ot God. from whom it emanates. Again,
cvery one exercising o legitimate authority, even a policeman, is a
representative of Gold « anthority, and, when acting in this official
capacity. wmd within the linits ot his jurisdiction, and according to
the plan ot the IDMyine Providence, he 1~ entitled to our love. respect
and sulimmissjon ; to obey him is to obey God, who is a Jover of order;
to insult him = to insnlt God, whose mes-enper he ix, The motive
of «ubmi-sion lo nuthority. whether parental, political. magirterial
or relivions, is to do Gol's will and to honouvr, love, and ohey Him,
nut only when He ~peaks te us Himwelf, but alwo when He makes
His wall known to u= theengeh s ambassadors and representatives,
whethor divectly appointed by Hun or by right of birth or hercdity,
or the free choice ot leritimate superiors or the people, The abuse
of puthority does not by 1t-clf deprive a superior of his right to
comnand, or to obhige inferiors to obey. except when the thing
commanded Is manifestly against the Hvine law. because no one
can have a right to oppos¢ Godd any more than a child can have a
rigrht not to be submiswive to hi~ parents, When parents, statesmen,
and other supcriors are per-onally bad, wicked, we are still to re-
spect in them the saered character ot the Divine authority which
they represent, and, whilst lamenting their blamealle conduct, re-
~pect thar digmity and the power of which thoy are the depositaries,
I'ne holy Rerptures are mot explicit on the-e matter-— Be
subject to God 7 (James iv, 7)) Letovery ~oul be subject to hivher
powers—7Tor there oo no porcr buf from God and Hoase that ere, are
vodaswed of GFod Thepcfore . e (il coostcbh the porce e resistoth
Fhe crden tnee of Glod, aoed By that peasd purchase fo fhomsilres
deemnetion (Hom, xun. £5) 0 dwan © Be se subect. 1o every
creature for God s sake™ (L Pet, 1. 130, 0 Servants, be subject to
your masters with all fear. not ondy to the vood aod gontle, bat aleo
to the forwavd ™ (I Pet il sy = Nor servime to the eve. as 1t
were, pleasing men, but, as the ~ervants ot Chrest doise the wall of
God trom the heart, Knowme that wharomsser gosd things any
man =hall do. the same <hall be recerved bom the Lord * (Ephes,
vl o-5)  When a comnand o= given, and the thing commanded is
not evidently soful—that i contrary 1o Divine law, we have not
to tpuire 1F e s wises expiorbient or the reserse, we have ouly to
ask  Ha~ the person who commands e puwer todo sa ! I this
wrthin the o= of his awthority Al it the reply he in the
atirmutie. it we love awd fear Godl we must rendily aned cheertully
comply with the request, with a view to please Goul, who wall
reward - tor our chedience and fidelity. Ot all authuzities there
i~ none greater than that or the Church  established by Je-us
Christ, anud there i thos ditference betw een the Catholic Chureh and
other authonties. whether of emperers kg~ queens, paritiments,
or wagistrates. thiat, whereas other anthorities may abuse ther
power to do wrong aud viohie the Tuss of justice and tiath, this
cant never luppen to the Chureh of Chirer, which s putded by His
Holy spurt, and can never misuse hier proivileges moguestions of
tarth or murals, «o that o fellowine her snidance we have an
mndalithle certamty of alwodr- dorme what 15 puest pleasing to the

CDinvine Mape-ta ol we tay casily ol evary orror whidh mivht

mnpertl owr sdvatimr Tho=e who Qo not belong 1o 1he Catholie
Church have the mght to carcbully Caonme her eredentafs-—that 1,
the proots trom Serprure and tradition whieh clearly demanstrate
it Thes doned the mnquiry must coese and all they have o o iy
attentely o study . wecording to thar sration e hite and ther
per-onal necds the esact tewhing of the Church and ot her
approved doctors on any pownt they wish to precisoly know,  We
are 1ot forbidden to exercise our mtddlect i trymy to study the
proots of every article ot faith, But this 15 not neersary.  When
you have found the urhe why imgmie about 1t except 1t e to
defend 1t trom the attacks of s cnemies and wnverll thoir mins-
representation of i !

The five pages of your Lerd-lnps on what yoa eall the
authority of conytetin, of rewson, aied o order, e a nosconecption
of the whole question, You have mustaken the medts 1o arisve at the
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J¥ In Nature's Own Remedics by uring “WALKER'S PURE VEGETARLE
SYRUPR.”

Buiousness, Sick Headache, In-iycain, flsinlency, Aeid Tuuings, Constipation. ete,

An Invalnable Concentrated Botame Remedy for Torpid Liver
I'uice, 1s 6d per buttle ; per post, 2s, .

T (aext A. J. White's), ¥igh St.,, Christchurch,



