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only safe course for Catholic clectors i3 to be guided by the
impartial advice of their natural lenders on the school qnes-
tion. They have deeply at ‘heart the best interests of the
children and are surely more desirous of advancing even the
material interests of the youne than those whose only aim in
many cases i a seabt in Parliament and the coveted
honorarinm,

AT fr. Jorepl's Cathedral on last Sunday Mr. Nottingham. a
violinist who has lately come frem Sydney and who =ettles in
Dunedin. played a violin solo as an offertoriam. Mr. Nottingham
produces a good tone and plays with much expression,

THE annual reunion of the Waitaki Gaelic Society was held on
Friday last and among the visitors present on the occasion was the
Very Rev. Father Mackay. of Camaru. The Very Llev. Father.in thank-
ing the Society for the kind invitation extended to him. said he was
always pleased to stand shoulder to shoulder with his * brither
Scots”  He could speak confidently on behalf of the visitors as to
their having thorouphly enjoyed themselves, He had been carried
hack a lonyg way—he would not care to say how long or they would
say he was getting too old—by the familiar strains to which he had
listened. He hoped the Bociety would have many happy reunions
before it.”

THE annual re-union of the furmer pupils of the Dominican
nuns is unaveidably postponed.

Tuk Nelwon Colonixt thus concludes a review of the rveport
presented by the Banking Committee of the Legislative Couneil —
*The most satisfactory point in the report is the complete vindica-
tion of Mr. J. &, Ward of any improper. or ~elfi=h motive in connec-
tion with his part in the whole bhusiness. The report contains,
however. the following sentence . * Your Committee is of opinion
that Mr. Ward ought. when he became aware that his financial
position was seriously involved, to have acquainted his colleagues in
the Gavernment, and that he ought to have tendered hi- resipmation
of the office of Colonial Treasurer. A wimilar opinion wuas
expressed in these columns at the time the disclosure came, and it is
to be regretted that that course was not adopted. but it iy <atis-
factory in the public interests to find that the Commitiee declare
that Mr. Ward did not in his official position weck to advantage his
private position. but that he rather placed himsclf at a disadvantage
while reeking to serve the Colony.

Dwrixndg to the present del ale state of health of Mr Thomas
Bracken. it will be practically impossible Tor hun to do anything
substantinl for him-elt in the future, mnd e oview of thes & number
of the friends and admirer- of the poet et tegether im Thursday
evening la=t to consuler the hest means of remlening as~istauee ta
him and his family.  Mr T, 8. Graham occupisd the chur and
amony those present were Meswr~ J. B, Callan. J..J. Connor and 1,
Gourley.,  Apologies were read from a large number ot prominent
eitizens. all of whom cxpressed hearty ~ympathy with the objecer of
the meeting,  Alter ~ome discu~~ion Mr, Mcindoe mosad. M, Callan
seconided, amd it was carrisd unannueusly — That a natienal fund
be raed by sub=cription= throughout New Zealand tor the hendfit
of Mr Bracken and s lanuly, Avtands vegarding the foroung aml
application of the same to he lett e the hands of o comnuttee con-
sisting of thowe now present. with power to add to their number,
Mersr GGraham aml Reid were appointerd joint
gecretarics.

treasurets  and

THE Viorde of Pariaseribes the eonversion of Jules Simon, a
phore time before hi- death, to the infinence of hi- litlle grand-
daughter. tresh trom the eatechi-m class atfended by her in the
Madeleine in preparation for her first Communion.  Madame Sunon
formerly a lanatical frecthinker. had preceded her husband in her
reeomnetlintion with the Church, nnd  had been tor wome years
a Catholic, while the mother ot the child, though o Jewess, had
never interfercd with her daughter’s relivions tiaining, To the
Iatter the aped Stdesnin rpentancously confided his desire to <ee o
priest en s death-bed. amd <he was the Intermediary in bringing
him u eontessor.  He received all the sacrmnents in the full
po~ses-ion ol his faculties and with every appearance of pemtence
and tervour,

Frayom Groras Winpows an ex-Franci-can monk, has heen
lecturing in the sonth of England aml » exposing Romanism,”  The
Fast Kewt (Fuzette . m the aceount it gives of one of the-e lectnres,
gy that the lecturer. in the ~story of his Life, omitied at least one
important event, awl quotes from its iseue of May Sth, 1888 the
record of his senfence, wlnle minister of a chapel in South Iackney,
toa lony tern of 1mpri~ovment for con~piracy and felony,  7ruth
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says that this sentence *for once of the mmost abominable erimes
known to the law.” was not his fir~t. and it speaks in strong terms
of the bigotry of those who are not ashamed to yive their counten-
ance and rupport to a locturer of Widdows's character and antece-
dents. = What sort of relivionists must they be,” it asks, “who
accept the ministrations of a man of this stamp ™

COXnIDERING the attempt (says o recont is<ue of the Thames
Star) which is being made in many j laces—notably in the mining
districts of the Up-Country—to rob the working man of his day of
rest. o sermen on the Sabbath preached by the Rev. Father O'Reilly
last Sunday touches on many points of secular interest, The Rev,
Father took for hié text 8t. Luke, XIV. quoting these verseds:
= And Jesns, answeving. spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying
*Iait lawtul to heal en the Habbath day ?” But they held their
peace. But He. taking him. healed him and sent him away.” The
Rev. Father O'Reilly said that Our Blessed Lord was God as well as
man. As God be had with the other two persons of the Adorable
Trinity. the Father ami the Holy Ghost. given the Ten Command-
ments on Mount Sinal te Moses. one of which said : ¥ Remember
thou keep holy the Sabbath day.” The preacher pointed out that
before no other commandinent of the ten was the word  remember’
u-edw hen God gave them to Moses. This was done to impresa
upon the Jews and all mankind the imperative necessity of keeping
holy the Sabbath day. But Our Blesed Raviour, as God, knew the
hypocrisy of the Pharirces. and he knew that what was required to
tulfil this commandment was to worship God on this day, to rest
and to abstain from unnece-sury tervile works, He therefore pro-
posed the case ot an ass or an ox falling into a pit, and asked
which of them would not immediately remove him, As the law
of charity constrains us to cure the sick on the Sabbath, so likewise
in order tv avoil cruclty to animals it would be necessary to
remove a poor beaet from such a position lest it might die.
The moral of thi~ would appear to bethatall good works of absolute
necessity are lawful on the Babbath; while all labour for gain and
wervile or mercenary work are in conflet with the tenets of the
Church. Thre fagrant attempt to deprive the worker of his day of
re-t Is therefore contrary both to the letter and the spirit of the
Christian reliyrion.  Ater o reference to the reason why the early
Catholic Church changed the Sabbath from the seventh day of the
weck to the first day (the day of Christs resurrection), the preacher
«poke of the continental observances of =unday and the secularising
influence of the French revolution in the 18th century. He
impres-el on good Catholics the absolute necessity of keeping holy
the Lord's day by attending holy Mass on ench Sunday, The holy
~acrifice ot the Mass was hoth a wacrifice and a sacrament. They
should spend ome portion of each Sunday in prayer and spiritual
reading. They <hould make the Lord's day a day of rest, They
should keep 3t holy, hut innocent amusements such as a walk on
that day were not condemned. But they <hould abstain on this
Aay fas on every other) troom all sinfnl amu-ements, and, above all,
froan wicked profanation af the Lords day. Thos they woulid
kecp the commandment of Gaod,

The Benedictue Priovy of 8t Augustine’s Ramsrate, England,
has been raised by the Pope to the digmaty ot an abbey, and the
Prior. the Rapht Rev Thowns Bersh, has been made Abbot, with
the fitle of Abbot of =St. Augustine’s, Canterbury.  This i4 the
tirst ol (Blacky Beuslictines foundel since the
Retormation, the abbey of Bucktast bane a French loundation,

Enplish abbey

T Hom, T Blake, ML speakinge at Edinbureh on Protestant
ascendancy in Ireland, quoted, according to the S, I, Review, the
following imstance of d~proportienate representation —Taking the
Counties of Domegal. Waterford, Tipperary, Kerry and Sligro, he
affirmed. among other things, that whilst the aggregate population
of thewe was in the proportion of 660,000 Catholics to 73,000
Protestant-. the agerecite crand Juries of the five counties were
compescd ot 11 Protestants amd only two Cathelies,

Tur tollowing i~ trom an OQamaru eschange —A Gael from
the back eountry came into town reeently nursing a huge jaw in
which a tooth had gone wrong. and moaning with his countryman
Burus—

= My ocurse upow thy venoned stang

That racks my tortuwred gums alang,’
He repaired prompily o a local dentist and was shown into the
waiting room, Presently the dentist, who is small in stature,
entered, To hun the Trawny Celt © - Are you the body that pu's
teeth ! = Yeuo repliad the protesionnl man. ~Ah, weel,” was
the emphatie respon~e of the vi-itoratter a careinl mental summing
of the surgeon’s phy-ical capacity. ye wmna pu' mine's,” and
he marvehed fordh vnee mowe mto a cold and gnsympathetic world.
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