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THE BOERS— A HUNTED PEOPLE.

(Bead before tbe Auckland Catholic Literary and Debating Society
byMr M.J. Sheahan.)

Bloeinfonteio wassoon captured. A decisive battle was fought at
Bloomplaats a couple of marches beyond the Orange River. Sir
Harry Smith soon found that the hunted farmerscould fi;ht. He
came up with them posted on tbe first of threesteep ri^grs covered
with boulders, so that thay could, if necessary,retreat from one ridge
to another. Inall bis Indianexpeiienostbe new Governor said that
he never saw such hot and sever* skirmishesas he did on thisoccasion.
The Boers were defeatedand pursued. Tbe usualpenalties followed,
The possessionsof all who tookpart in defending their liberty and
homes were forfeited, and a reward of two thousand pounds wa
offered for the delivery of Pretorias. All wouM now seem to have
been lost, but tbe sturdy Boers werenot yet subdued. Resistance!
active and passive, was keptup, culminating in punitive raids in
which the insurgents north of the Vaal made c mmon cause with
their co-partners in troublein the Orange Bovenignty. Py this time
theBritish authorities recognised tbe inutility of fuither continuing
the strife, and grew heartily sick of the contest Commissioners
were sent out with full powir to make all necessary concessions.
The offer of a reward for Pretorius was withdrawn, and he was
invited to negotia'e. The rtsnlt was tne HandRiver Convention
signed January17th, 1852, the first articleof which, "guaranteed in
the fullest manner on the part of the British Government to the
emigrant farmersbeyond the Vaal River the right tomanage their
own affairs and togovern themselves according to their own law*,
without any interference of tbeBritish Government, with the fur-
ther assurance that the warmest wish of theBritish Government is
to promote peace, free trade, and friendly intercourse with the emI.
grant fanners now inhabiting, or who may hereafter inhabit that
country." This was an act of tardy justice, and there are tew wbo
will deny that the recipients were in everysame fully entitled to iti
Within twenty eight yearsafter, that treatyof 1852 was set aside.
Through long continued incursions by tbe Zulus, and tbe enormous
drain which they entailed upon the struggling Republic, its at no
time plenary exchequerwas nearly exhausted. This Was the oppor-
tune time, and Britain, from 1877 to 1880 had tbe Transvaal nndff
her control. In the latter year,1880, tbeBoers again took the field,
and defeated Sir George Colley and the Imperial foroesat Majuba
Hill. In 1881aconvention once moredecreed the independence of
the Transvaalupon tbe sameconditions as theSand River Oonven-
tionin 1852 with this important exception thatitconceded to Great
Britain a superainty over tbe Republic, tbe terms of which provided
that the Boers could oot, without the sanction of the Queen, con-
tract foreign alliances,or enter into foreign treaties,etc. It sbou'd
here be recorded to thecredit and honour of England that she pei-
formed in this treaty towards the Bners a generouß ani magnani-
mouspart, On the other hand itshould be bo ne inmind that there
still existed tbe Band River Convention under tbe obligations of
which England was inall honour bound toremain faithful. For a
psriod of fifteen years the inhabitants of tbe TraoavHhl have pursued
their primitive occupation of tilling the soil. With the exceptionof
the fiercer ids made upon them at intervals by the aboriginal bordea
tbe Boers havehid since 1881 acomparatively qniet time of il.i1. But
like the Romans of o'd who were constantly under arms and on tie
alert to stem tbe persisent onslaughtsof the Goths on their frontier,
these iturdv ynemen bad one more to abandon the plough and th
harrow, and &h ulder the r fh to burl back from their territory an
invader whate primary < bj-ct was,under tbe thin guise of redressing
political and snci»l grievance",simply plunder. Within the octaveof
that great and holy season »hen ov> r tbe Christian world there ie*
echoes the cry of

'"
peace on eartb," a cjbon in the employ of a land*

grabbing syndicate iflated with a munific nt purse, ani elated at
their recent murderous successes, by the aid of Maxims, over tbe
surrounding negroes, and in violationof all honour and justice and
equity, crossed the frontier of tbe Transvaal aroieJ to the testb
Owing to theprompt and deceive action of the Boer authorities this
nefarious filibustering txjloit wassquelchedbefor accomplishing its
f«tl designs, It was indeed a fortunate thing that such promp*.
action was taken, otherwise, if J mieonhad at the outset been even
partially successful it has been asserted that theie wonld have arisen
throughout South Africa a racial war of extermination. lhe
grievances of tbe Outlandere. were advarced as a pretext for this
outrageous inva>ao-i. For a time this statement dazzled and en.
trapped tbe unwary. Tbe mvi ation (that is what these persons
styled it)asking Jameson tocriss tbe border wassignedby fiveindivi-
duals nearly all of whom were connected with the land-grabbing
syndicate. One of the signatories, Rhodes, was a brother to tha
Cecil of thatname, the latter of whom is tbe headand mainspring
of the British South African Charteied Company. Four-
teen day8 prior to the invasion Jameson was olotttud
with Cecil Rhodes at his residence in Cape Colony. From day
to day there comes to hand evidencs of the most damag-
ing character concerning the complicity of Cecil Rhodes wi h
lameson'sraid. Inconnection with this raid Mr Gladstone, writing

on January 17 h last to Mr A. H Himmonds, of the Cape Tlmet
London office, 61 Cornhill, seid :

—
"D-arSir,

—
Ihave alwajs

thought the Transvaalhadrather peculiarclaims upon us,andIam
much pleased with whatIsee thus far of Krager's conduct. Bat

The attention to-day of the civilised world is rivetted upon the
extraordinary proceedings which arebeiog enacted in the Transvaal
Republic in SjuthUlrica. There innothingnew about them, for we
find themof periodical occurrencedaring the last tbref-quarters of
oentury. In fact the trials and vicissitudes of tbese Dutch men and
womensince their departure from the sluggish waters of the Scheldt
harebeen considerable. Driven from post to pillarhas been their
quantity. Though comparatively new in the collection of Govern-
ments, yet their heroic and praisaworhy efforts to avert effac ment
andabsorptionhavemade themprematurely old.In largenumbers the
Hollanders Bettled in the Cape, the majority of whom pursued farm-
ing occupations with them they brought all their national
characteristicswhich were out of harmony with thoseof theBritons.
Disputes andquarrelsnaturally arose. The Boers began to

" trek *'
northward. In1814 Cape Colony fell intothe hands of the British
Government.To theBoers the new systemofgovernment was foreign
and obnoxious, Aboveall theyvehemently protesteda ainßt the ad.
raneesandsuperiority airs patroaiaingly bestowedupon them by those
seemingly necessary auxiliaries toBritish conquest— the missionaries.
These gantlemen not only vill.fied the Dutch throughout the oolocy,
but they spread over Europe the most degrading statements con-
earning them. The policy of the new Government tended in this
direction,and the Boer pioneer colonists were treated as inferior
subjects,and levelled to the savagehordes around them. To this they
ware determinednot tosubmit, andin the winter of 1836 the mid-
landand eastern districts of the colony wereall astir. Uponall sides
the Boera werevacating their homestjadstosuch an extent that the
Government took alarm. Strenuous efforts were made to stem the
exodus,butit went on. Tothe Orange River the immigrants wended
thair way fondly imagining that when beyond the confines of British
territory they would oweco allegiance to the Crown, and would be
free togovern themselves. This hallucination received many and
subsequentrude shocks. Th« wanderers sufferedvarious disappoint-
ments] and hardships. Tne MUabele, under their savage chief,
Moielekatae, were united to worry and rob them. Natal was deter-
mined uponas their new capital. Their first act was to obtain a
cession of the territory from Dingan, the powerful Zulu chief. A
Government was shortly after formed. There wasa Volksraad or
Parliament, a military commandant,also a district magistracy, and
■11the requisitesof a republic. This news perturbed very much the
Cape authorities. Itwas more tban they could sand to have the
Boerß establish themselves thua, and especially were they an-
gered at finding the port of Natal used by their quondam subjets
as an outlet foi their produce,etc. Forthwith the Cape Government
sent anarmed force to take possession of Natal, with tbe declared
object of stifling nil trade by the Boers, wbo weredistinctly informed
thatno vesselof any descriptionwould be allowed to enter the port.
After a while tbe Cape force was withdrawn,and for a time tbe Boers
wareleftinquietness. Atibis juictnreamanofability and energyforced
hisway to thefrontamongst tbeB x rs,Andrus Pre orius, destined,sub
tequently in their struggle?, tobecome famous. Hesought toopen
oegotia'iODS with the Br.t sa authorities, rrqutstinga recognition of
tbe rights of the republic on the basis of a close alliance, Tbe
answer was tbe despatchof anarmed force withorders to prevent tbe
establishmentof a s>parata Government by the Boers, and command-
ing them to return to Cape Colony The Boers stoutly resisted, and
the invaders werebe<»ieg<d, and for a time were ia danger of immola-
tion, and were only bayedby tbe foic 'd marches of the relieving force.
Inthe end tbe Boers were relac antly compelled to submit, but in so
doing they refused absolu ely to barter their freedom. Tbe whole
body once more wearily movedover tbe mountains across tbe Vaal
river and settled down in tie country now known to tame as the
Transvaal. Is here not some hi,g chivalrous ina people who dared
and risked so much to preseive intact their nationality ? Would it
not have beeu becoming io a great power who evinced so warm an
interestin thea.leged thralJom of theNeapolitansunder King Bomba
andwhospent fortunesinstamping oat the si ive traie, to hiveallowed
this plodding, ponderous haniful of Ho landers to wjrk out their
own destiny intheir own way ? But no,with a persistent malignity
they worriedand tortured the home seikera. All this time there had
been agradual se'tlement of Dut^h farmers going on between the
Change and Vial rivers, of which Bioeinfontein bad b come tbe
recognised capital. In1847 Genaral Sir Harry Smith was appointed
Governor oftbe Ope Colony and High Commissioner, withauthority,
if be saw fit, to proclaim the sovereignly of the Queen over the
territory sou<b oftbe Vaal. He,of course," saw fi ,"andBptedily pro-
claimed the

"
Orange sovereignly "

the effect of which was to bring
nnder British rale tba whole of the country between tbe Orange and
Vaalrivers. Tbe intrepid Pretorius resolved that his people should
fight notwithstanding tbe unequalchacots of the combatants. The
British residentmagistratehad barely time toeaoape from Winburg.
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