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THE BOERS—A HUKNTED PEUPLE,
e

(Bead before the Anckland Oatholic Litorary and Debating Boclety
by Mr M, J. SHEAHAN.)

THEE attention to-day of the civilised world ia rivetted upon the
extraordinary proceedings which are beiog epacted in the Transvaal
Repablic in Biath Alrica. There iw nothiog new about them, for we
fod them ot periodical occurrence during the last threc.quarters of
century, In fact the triale and vicissitndes of these Datech men and
women since their departure from the slugpish watere of the Sebeldt
have been considerable. Driven from post to pillar has been their
quantity, Thovgh comparatively new in the collection of Govern-
ments, yet their beroic and praisswor by efforts to avert effsc ment
andabsorption bave made them prematureiy old, In large numbers the
Hollandera seitled in the Cape, the mujority of whom poreued farm-
ing occupstions with them they brought all their ostional
characteristica which were out of harmony with tbose of the Britans.
Dinputes and quarrels natorally azose, The Boers began to " trek™
northward, In 1814 Cape Colony fell intothe hands of the British
Government. To the Boers the new aysteam of goveroment was foreign
and obnoxions, Above all they vebemwently protested a ainst the ad.
wances and saperiority airs patrooisingly bestowsd upon them by those
semingly necessary auxiliaries to British congueat—the missicnaries.
These gentlemen not only vill.fled the Duteh throughout the colory,
but they spread over Rurope the most degrading statemeunts con.
cerning them. The policy of the new Government tended in this
direction, and the Boer pioneer coloniste were treated ms inferior
subjsots, and levelled to the savage hordes around them. To this they
waere determined oot to submit, and in the winter of 1836 the mid.
land and eastern dietricts of the colony were all astir, Upon all sides
Lthe Boera were vacating their homest sads ta sach an extent that the
Government took alarm. Btrenuous «fforta were made to stem the
exodas, but it went on. Totbe Orange River the immigrants wended
thair way fondly imazining that wheu beyond the confines of Britigh
territory they would owe o allegiance to the Orown, snd would be
free to govern themaelves. Thie hallocination received many and
subsequent rude shocks, The wanderers suffered various disappolnt-
menta} and hardships, The Mitabele, noder their pavage chief,
Moselekatoe, were united to worry and rob them, Natal was detsr.
mined upon &8 their new capital. Their firat act was to obtain a
cession of the territory from Dingan, the powerfnl Zola chief, A
Government waa shortly after formed. There was a Volkaraad or
Parliament, 8 military commandant, aleo & district magistracy, and
all the requisites of a republic, This nrws perturbed very maoch the
Cape authorities, It wae more than they could e'and to have the
Boers establish themselves thus, and especislly were they an-
gered at fisdiog the port of Natal used by their quondam subj-ors
g8 an outlet for Lheir produce, ete, Forthwith the Cape Governmeant
sent an armed forca to teke possession of Natal, with tbe declarad
object of stiflivg «1l trade by the Boers, who were distinctly informed
that no vessel of any description wiald be allowed to enter the port,
After a while the Orps force wae withdrawn, and for a time the Boers
wareleftio quietness, Atitbiajuc cturen men of ability and energy forced
bia way to thefrontamongst the B s, Andrica Pre orius, desiined, sub
sequently in their struggler, to become famons. Hesought toopen
negotintions with the Br.t s authoritier, requosting a recoznition of
the righte o! the republic on the basis of a close alliance, The
answer was the despateh of an armed force with orders to prevent the
establighmentof & 8'parats G rvernment by the Boers, and command-
ing them to return to Cape Uslony The Buers stoutly resisted, and
the invaders were besieged, and for a time were ia danger of immola-
tion, and were only saved by the forc d murches of the relieving force,
Io the end the Boets were reloc antly conpelled to submit, but in so
doing they refusud absolu ely to barter their freedom. The whole
body once more wearlly moved over the mountaine across the Vaal
rivar and settled down in tte country now known to tame ag the
Traneveal, Is here nol sume hi. g chivairous in s people who dured
and risked 80 much tu presetve 1ntact their nationslity 7 Would it
not bave been becoming in a great fower who evioced 80 warm an
jntereat io the a.leged thraldom of the Neapolitans under King Bomba,
aod who epent fortunes in stamping @1t the al ive tra te, to hive allowed
this plodding, ponderous haniful of Ho landere to wirk oat ther
owa destiny 1p their own way ! But no, with a persistent malignity
they worried and tortured the home seckers, Allthis time there bad
been & gradnal settiement of Dut:h farmers going on between the
QOiange and V.a] rivers, of which Bioeinfontein bad b come the
recognised oapitel. In 1847 Genoral Bir Harry Bmith was app.inted
(tovernor of the O .pe Colooy and High Commiseioner, with aathority,
if be saw fit, to proclaim the sovercignity of the Queen over the
tercitory south of the Vasl. He, of couree," saw fi ,"” and speedily pro-
¢lsimed the ¥ Orange sovereignity ™ the effcot of which was to bring
under British rale the whole of the country between the Orange and
Vaal rivers, The intrepid Pretorius resolved that his people sbould
fight notwithetandiog the unequal chacces of the combatants,

Bloeinfonteio was spon captured, A decisive baitle was fought at
Bloomplsate a couple of marches beyond the Oranga River. Sir
Harry Bmith scon found that the bunted farmers could fizbt. He
came up with them posted cn the first o! three steep ricgens covered
with boulders, so that they conld, il necesenry, retreat from one ridge
to another, In all bis Indiao experienca the new Governor said that
he never aaw Buch hot and severe skirmishes as be did on this occasion.
The Boers were defested and pursued., The usuat penalties followed,
The possessions of all who took part in defendicg their liberty and
homes were forfeited, and a reward of two thovsand ponods we

offered for 1he delivery of Pretoriue, All would now seem to bave
been lost, but tbe sturdy Boera were not yet subdued. Resistance,
active and passiva, was kept op, onlminating in paoaitive raide in
which the ineurgents north of the Vaal made ¢ mmon cavse with
their co-partners in trouble in the Orange sover ignty. Py this time
the British authorities recogoised the inatility of fuither contiouing
the atrife, apd grew heartily sick of the conteat Commissioners
were seob out with full pow:r to make all cecessary concessionr,
The offer of a reward for Pretorios was withdrawn, snd he was
invited to negotin‘e. The resnlt wse tne Haud River Cobvention
signed January 17th, 1852, the first article of which, * guaranteed in
the fullest manner on the part ol the British Goveroment to the
emigrant farmers beyond the Vaal Biver the right to mansge their
own sffairs and to govern themssivea according to their own laws,
without any interference of the British Government, with the fur.
ther assurance that the warmest wish of the British Government I»
to promate peace, free trade, and Iriendly intercourse with the emi,
grant farmers now inhabiting, or who msay bercafter inhabit thay
conntry.” This waean mct of tardy justioce, and thers are few who
will deny that the recipients were in every sanse fully eatitled to it4
Within twenty eight years after, that treaty of 18562 was set aside,
Through long continued incursions by the Zulus, and the enormous
drain which they entailed apon the struggling Bepablic, its at no
time plenary exchequer was oearly exhausted, This was tha oppor=
tune time, and Britain, from 1877 to 1880 bad the Transvaal undeg
ber control, Io the latter year, I88), the Boers again took the fleld,
and defeated Bir George Colley and the Imperial forges at Majaba
Hill. In 1881 a coovention once more decreed the independence of
the Tramsvasl upon the same conditions a3 the Band Biver Conven.
tion in 1852 with this important exception 1hat it conceded to Great
Britain s superainty over the Republic, the terms of which provided
that the Boers counid oot, without the sanction of the Qaeen, con-
tract foreign allisoces, or enter into foreign treaties, ete. It shoo'd
here be recorded to the credit and honour of Eogland that abe pe=
formed in thia treaty towards the Baers a generons and magnanis
mous part, Oun the other hand it should be bo ne in mind that there
still existed tbe Band River Ouovention unoder the obligations of
whichk England was io all honour bound to remain farthful, For w
period of fifteen years the inbabilanta of the Tracevasl have porsoed
their primitive occapation of tilling the soil, With the exce piion of
the flerce 1 ids made npon them at intervals by the aboriginal bordes
the Boers bave had since 1881 s comparatively quiet time of ir, Bat
like the Romane of o'd who ware constartly onder arms and on the
alert to stem the persis ent onslanshte of the Goths on their frontier,
these sturdy yoemen bhad once more to abandon the plough and th

hstrow, aod sh ulder the rflyto barl back from thelr territory an
invader whora primary «bj-ci wag, under tbe thin guise of redressing
political and macis] grivvancee, mmply plooder, Within the cctave ot
that graat and holy seascn when ov.r the Christian world there e«
echoes the cry of * prace on earth,' a cshor in the employ of & land-
grabbing eyndicate i flated with a munific. ot purse, and elated at
their recent murderous successen, by the aid of Maxime, over the
sarropnding pegroes, aod in violation of all honour and justice and
equity, crotsed the frontier of ihe Tranavaal armel $a the testh,
Owiog to the prompt and deeinive nction of the Boar authorities this
nefarions filibustering « X7 loit wae gquelehed befor - accompliching its
fell designe, It wae indeed a furtunate thing that such promp:
action wae taken, otberwise, if J meson had at the outeet been sven
parnally socces:ful it has begen asserted that there wonld have arisen
throughout South Africa a racial war of extermioation. 1he
grievances of the Outianders were advarced ms & pretext for this
putrageous inva:ion. For s time this statemnent darzled snd en.
trapped the upwary. Tbe invi ation (that 18 what these persons
styled 1t} saking Jameson tocrcse the border was signed by five indivis
dusls pearly all of whom wers connected with the land-grabbing
syndicate, One of the gignatorien, Rhodes, was a brother 1o tha
Qecil of that name, the latter of whom isthe hoad and mainspring
of ibe British Bouth African Chartered Company, Four-
teen days pricr to the invasion Jameson was glosctad
with Ceerl Bhodes at his residence in Caps Qolony, From day
to day there comes 1o hand evidenca of the most damag.
ing charmcter concerning the eowplicity of Ceell Rhodes wih
lameson's raid.  1n connection with thie raid Mr Glsdstons, writing
on January 17 h last to Mr w, H Bimmonds, of the Cape Times
London offies, 61 Corphill, ssid :—" Diar 8ir,—I have alwaja

The i thought the Transvaal had rather peculiar claims upon us, and I am

British resident magistrate had barely time to escape from Winburg, | much plessed with what I see thus far of Eroger’s condact, Bat
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