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PRESENTATION TO REV FATHER POWER.
(Froman occasional Correspondent )

THB pupils of tbe Marist Brothers' College, Auckland (writesa cor-
respondent),lately Bpent a most enjoyable afternoonin the cricket
field, having been granted a half holiday in honour of tbe College
having attained a roll of fifty students, andof tbe returnof James
O'Reilly, the first successful candidate at the Civil Serviceexamina-
tion. Needless tosay,the students thoroughly appreciatedthe short
relaxation from school discipline, and wished their fellow student
greater success in bis higher studies.

St Patrick's Pay found them at Panmure heartily enjoying the
sports and other good things providedby the genial Father Walter.
The fact that their late-lamented and revered Superior, Rev Brother
Joseph,calmly sleeps in the neat little churchyird hardby, add3d a
touch of sadnees to the otherwise joyous day.

Another ple?sing occurrence happened this month. On St
Joseph's Day they held their annual soirep, at vhich Rev Father
McMillanspoke of the importance of being imbued, in youth, with
tbe principlesof our holy religion taught by such devoted teachers as
the Marist Brothers.

Yesterday witnessed a verypleasing little ceremony in the Catholic
infant ■choolroom, when theRev Father Power, the esteemed paßtor
of StPatrick's, was the recipient of six large silver-plated candle-
sticks and crucifix, a set of church cruete, and a pair of vases. The
schoolroom was prettily decorated by the Sisters, who had spared
neither time nor trouble in decorating it with flowers, etc,and when
well filled, as it wsb, with the children's happy faces, presented a
very cheerfulappearance. The entranceof the Rev Father Power
was the signal for very warm greetiegp. After a simple, short and
touchingbirthday ode iungby the children, Miss Lizzie Shanlycame
forward and read anaddress, after which the presentation was made
by seven of the children on bebalf of their schoolmates.

In replying the Reverend Father Power said he conld not but
admire the way in which the children managed to keep the prepßra"
tions eecret. He had often heard it Paid that children found ii
impossible tokeep a Becret, bnthe wag glad to know that this school
would turnout yearby yeara body of boys andgirls whowould give
no occasion for sneb a reproach. They kept their secret extra-
ordinarily well, and as a result they found him cemp'etely cfi bit
guard. No donbtit was apleasure to them to have po surprised him,
and as whatevergave pleasure to hie childrtn was also a source of
pleasure to him he would say that that was » pleasant surprise,
Little demonstrationsof this kind when got up by grownup persons
veryoften deierve to have little importance attached to them. But
when children, fresh Irom thebands of God and as yet unspoiled by
world, wished their priest a happy birthday there was something
moretouching, for wasitnot the dearestandbestportion of our Lord's
little flock reminding their priest how he should love and care for
them. No priest couldhope to stand withany cotfidence before tbe
greatwhite throne whobad not done all that was possible 'o give a
Christianeducation to the children whom|Aloiighty God placednnde
his care. They should thank their own good parents first of all for
thepresence of the Bißters. Their parents were worthy children of
ancestors who not only gave joyfully their last penny but even laid
down their lives to secure a Chriitian education for their children
If they wiibed to thank him in the way that he would most appre-
cUte they would strive to second the tfforts the good Sinters were
making in their behalf. They would perfect themselves as far as
maybo in those warlike exercises through which a nameeake of a
great warrior monk daily put them. Some day it may be their du'y
to take a man's part in defending these beautifnl shores from a
foreign invader. They would feed their minds with the intel-
lectual food given them in the clasi room, especially with
the religious doctrine. They had heard and read what the Arch-
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bishop, in his Lenten Pastoral, demanded of the etndentg of St
Patrick's College. He, Father Power, would expect the same of the
pupils of this ech >01. No boy or girl should leave \h-se walls until
they were first nb!e to give a plain and aitnp'e explar ation of the
Oath' lie religion. This wasabsolutely necessary at the present day.
A großi ignorance of the simplest and clearest points of Catholic
belief permeated society rutside of the Church. What would they
think if he told them that a few Sundays ago,in tbe most fashionable
Protestant church in Wellington, a clergyman, who was supposedto
be a man of education, told tbe large congregation that Catholics
adored the Blessed Virgin. 'Ihe children of this school haveheard a
hundred times during the past eight months that it would be a sin of
the most deadly kind to adore the Blessed Virgin. Every Catholic
boy and girl before leaving school should be in aposition to explain
their faith to poor pc pie who are kept in ignorance by their
preachers. Ihechildrenshould,in the third pluce, form their hearts
on the model put before them by the Bisters on the great model of
children, the child Jesus, and on the model of the saints of God, who
are put before them from the holy Scriptures and from the pages of
Christian history. If they did all this they would give him more
pleasure than they had done that morning by those costly and
beautiful presents for the altar,because he could then say with the
BlessedDisciple : "

Ihave no greater grace than this, to hear that
my children walk in truth."

After the singing of ahymn toSt Joseph, tbe Rev Father Power
gave the childrena holiday. Thres hearty cheers were then givenby
the children, and after some games in the school ground all dis-
persed f )r the day.
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No ancient pagan writer contain", in any part of h:s works, a
single allusion indicating that he recalled his childhood's days with
phaeu:e. while references to the j >ye of childhood are ia modern
authors innumerable. The ancients hnd no childhood. Their boys
w re little tld mt-n ; their girls were little old women. Christianity
ha-* givm the world real boys and girls, rtjncintj in their young life.

Sir Frtderck Adam spoke with a ttr.ng Scotch accent One
day, when inspecting a regimen*, he noticed that the tuft of a
soldier's shako wasmi-si g. The man was an Iris ima ", and a bit of
a humourist

"
Where's your feyther (feather),my mon?" a9ked Sir

Fredtrick. "HVa in Ireland, yourhonour," was the prompt reply.
The six richest men in tbe world are said to be Won Qua, John

D.Rockefeller, the Duke of Westminster, Colonel North, OornehusVanderbilt, and Li Hung Chang. The figures are :— ,Li Hung Chang
£100,000,000 ;John D. R ckefel'.er, £56,000 000 ;the Dukeof West-
minster, £20,000,000 ;Colonel North, £20,000,000 ;Cornelius Van-derbilt, £20 000,000;Wob Qua, £20,000,000.

Same of the princpal hote.a in New York are baling " rcof
gardens" fitted up on their prem ses. Situated at a cool elevation
and with umbrageous surroundings, thess gardens will, no doubt,
form apleasant and p ipular lounge during the hut summer weather.

A chidon beirjg shown tbe picture of "Dinielin the Lions'
Den" was aff cted to tears.

"Don't grieve, pet," said the mother,' he was not devoured." "I'mnot crying for that," was tbe reply ;
"but do you see that little lion in th« corner, mamma? Well, I'm
afraid he won't pet any, for Daniel is so small he won't go round."

Years and years he spent at college,
Filling up his head with knowledge,
Learning Hebrew, Latin, Greek,
Growing wiser week by week;
Butone thinghe didnot learn

—
How his daily bread to earn.
Now his time he docs employ
Looking for a j >b. poor boy.

Mi Gawne, of Dunedin (cays the Southland Times of April 13
1891), has just been on a visit to lnveicaigill to push business... little. Not that it wants much canvassing, for aince hecommenced
themanufacture of his Worcestershire Sauce, the demand has kept
pace with his capacity to supply it. He makea a really good thing,
indistinguishable from tbe famous Lea and Perrin's, which he places
upon one's tablent a much lower price, and trusts to that to securea
steadily growing trade. Those whohave not yet tried the Colonialarticle bhould put their prejudice aside for a time and test the ques-
tion witha bottle or two.

—
Advt.

DIM1/ OTADi TO Carriages, Cabs, Landaus, Broughams, Dog Carts, Buggies, Daisy Carts, &c,always ON HIRE at th«
MIIN l\ uInULLU Shortest Notice. Horses Bought andSold on Commission, and Broken toSingle and Double Harness.

OHBIaTOJiUBOH. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Vehicles andHarnessof everydescriptionBought,Sold,Exchangedor Stored.


