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THE BRUSNER CALAMITY,

The weather having modersted, Mr O'Brien, the telegraph line-
man, managed to travel up the Buller road, remch the breck aud
effect repairn. Telegraphic communication was restored early in
the evening, when an urgent wire was reeeived by Mr Cochrane,
Inspector of M.nes, avpouncibg the o artling intelligence that an
explesion had ceceurred in the Brunner coal mine at 9.30 that
morning aod that 66 men and boys were entombed, The steamer
Mawhers happened to be just sailing for Greymouth apd Mr Coch-
rane immediately proceeded, arriving on the scene of the dreadful
disnater at one o’clock tbe following morning, In response to an
appeal for help, the tng Mans wae despatched to Greymouth g few
hours Iater with the mine manager of the Denmiston Coal Mine, who
aegisted in directing the operations of the rescue party, The Mem-
ber for Buller, the Mayor, Mr L. Pain, and several whose relatives
were entombed were also passengers. The e.s, Manawata Jeft here
on Friday morning with a uomber of practical coalminers to assist
in the beroic work of releasing the imprisoned men and boys, but as
the ead end is now koown far and cear there is no need for me to
relate the painful and heartrending details of the greatest mining
calamity that has cver occurred in the Colony., The melancholy
affair has cast quite a gloom over this distriet and the calamity is
the all-absorbing topic of conversation. The nearest and dearest
friends of several in tbis district weore numbsred amongst the
vietims. Mra Walter Brown lost her father and broiber (Patrick
and James McDonpell), Mr Marnin O'Loughiin, bis brother (Fraok);
Mra L. Pain, her brother {F. Franklyn); Mra Vicars, her brother
(Hunter) ; Mr ¥icara, his brother-in-law (Mr Lushie) ; Mrs Reoefie,
her gon-in-law (Michael Brislane); Mr T, Alexander, two soce-in-
law; Mre Young, a son-in-law, Many others of those that perished
were related to residents of Denniston. Over 200 people went from
Waestport to follow the remains o their last earihly restiog place at
Btillwater and Greymouth, The people of this district, in common
with thase of other parts of the Colony, are responding liberally to
the call for practical sympathy towards the relief of the widows
and orpbans of those robbed of their bread-wianers.
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PRESENTATION TQO REV FATHER POWER,
{Frem an occasional Correspondent )

YESTERDAY wituessed a very pleasing little ceremeny in the Catholie
infant schoolroom, when the Rev Father Power, the esteem~d pastor
of 8t Patrick’s, was the recipient of six large silver-plated candle-
gticks and crucifix, & set of church cruete, aod a pair of vases. The
schoolroom was prettily decorated by the Bisters, wbo had spared
peither time nor trouble in decorating it with fluwers, etc, and when
well filled, ne it wes, with the children’s happy faces, presented a
very cheerful appearance. Ihe entrance of the Bev Father Power
was the signal for very warm greetinge. After a simple, short and
touching birtbday ode sung by the children, kies Lizeie Shanly came
forward and read an addrees, after which the presectation was made
by seven of the children on bebalf of their schoolmates.

In replying the Reverend Father Power said be could pot tut
admire the way in which the children msnaged to keep the prepsra”
tions secret. He bad often beard 1t raid that children found it
impossible to keep  secret, but he was glad to know that this school
would turn out year by year a body of boys and girls who would give
no occasion for soch & reproach, They kept their secret extra-
ordinarily well, and as a result they found bhim ctmp'etely off his
guard, No donbtit wasa pieasure tothem to have ro eurpriced bim,
and s whatever gave plessure to his children was eléo 8 soarce of
pleasure to him he would ssy that that was # plessant surprise,
Little demongtrations of this kind when got up by growo up perscns
very often deserve to have little importance attached to them, But
wheno children, fresh from the hands of God and as yet unspoiled by
world, wished their priest s heppy birthday there wag eomething
more tonchbing, for was it not the dearest and best portion of our Lord’s
littls flock reminding their priest how he should leve and care for
them, No priest could bope tostand with any cor fidence before the
preat white throne who bad not dore all that was poesible (o give a
QOhristian education to the children whom]Almighty God placed unde
his care, They shonld thank their own good parents first of all for
the presence of the Bigtere. Their parents were worthy children of
ancestors who not only gave joyfolly their last peony but even lsid
down their lives to secure a Chriatian cducation for their children
If they wished to thapk bim in the way that be would mest appre-
ciata they wonld strive to second the «fHorls the good Busters were
making in their behalf, They would perfect themepelvea as far ap
maybs 1z those warlhke exercises thr.ugh which 8 namerake of a
great warrior monk daily put them, Bome day it may be their du'y
to take a man's part in defending there beautifn] ghoree from a
foreign invader. They wonld feed lheir minds with the intel.
lectnal food given them in the clasy room, especially with
the religions doctrine, They bad beard and read what the Arch-
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bighop, in bia Lenten Pastoral, demanded of the etudents of Bt
Patrick's Collegze. He, Father Power, would expect the same of the
pupils of this mch ol. No boy or girl shauld leave 1h-se walls until
they were drat sble to give s plain and simp's explaratien of the
Uath- lic religion, This was absolutely necessary at the present day.
A zruse ignorsnce of the simplest and clearest pointa of Catholie
belief permeated mociety cutside of the Cbureh, What wonld they
think if be told them that & few Sundays ago, in the most fashionable
Protestant church in Wellington, a clargyman, who was supposed to
be & man of education, told the large congregation that Catholies
adored the Blessed Virgin. ‘The children of this school have heard &
hundred times during the past eight months that it would be a sin of
tie most ceadly kind to adore the Blessed Virgin, Every Catholie
boy and girl before leaving school shonld be in & position to explain
their faith to poor pe pla who are kept in igmorapce by their
preachers. ‘1he children should, in the third pluce, form their beanrts
on the model put before them by the Bisters on the grest model of
children, the ehild Jesas, and on the model of the sainta of God, who
are put before them from the holy Scriptures and from the pages of
Chrigtian history. If they did all this they would give him more
pleasure than they had dooe that morning by thosa costly and
beautiful presents for the altar, becavso be conld then sy with the
Blessed Disciple : "I have mo greater graca than this, to hear that
wy children walk in trosh,”

After the singiog of a hymn t» 8t Joaeph, the Rev Father Power
gave the children a holiday. Thres hearty cbeers were then given by

the children, and sfter some games in the school ground ail dis.
persed £or the day.

SACRED HEART COLLEGE, AUCKLAND,
S S —

THE pupils of the Mazist Brothers' College, Auckland (writes a cor-
respondent), iately spent a most epjoyable afternoon in the cricket
field, having been granted a balf holiday in howour of the Oollege
having attalned a roll of fiity students, and of the return of Jawmes
O'Reilly, the first successful candidate at the Civil Service examina-
tion. Needlese to say, the students thorcughbly appreciated the short
relaxation from school discipline, and wished their fellow atudent
greater soccess in his higher studies,

Bt Patrick's Day found them at Panmure heartily esjoying the
eports and ather good thibps provided by the genial Father Walter,
Thne fact that their late-lamented and revered Superior, Rev Brother
Joseph, calmly sleeps in the neat little churchy+rd hardby, addad a
tovch of asdnees to the ctherwise joyous day.

Another plersing occorrence happened this month, On 8t
Joserh's Day they held their annuel soirer, st which Bev Fathar
Mchlilian spoke of the importance of being imbued, in youth, with

toe prineiples of our holy religion tanght by such devoted teachers as
the Marist Brothers.

No sncient pagan writer cnntamns, io any pert of b's works, a
eingle allusion 1wdicatipg thal he recalled bie childbood's days with
pleasuze, while rofereness to the joye of childhood are in modern
awbors innurmerable. The avecients bad no childhood, Their boys
w relittle «1d men ; their gizls wers little old women., Christiansty
ha+ given the world real boyes and girls, rejicing in their young life.

Bir Frederck Adam epnke with o etrong Seoteh sccent  Oune
day, when inspecting 4 regimen®, he noticed that the wft of a
soldier’sghinko was mi-8i g, The man was an lrisima -, and a bit of
s humourist ' Where's your feyther (featter), my moo " asked Sir
Fredirick. ““He's in Ireland, your bonour,” wae the prompt reply.

The six richest men in the world are said to be Woh Qus, Jobhn
1, Rockefeller, the Duoke of Westminster, Culone! North, Jornalins
Vanderbiltf, and In Hung Chang, The figures are ;--Li Hung Chang,
£100,000000 ; Jehn D. R ckefeller, £56,000 006 ; the Duke of West-
mineter, £20,000,000; Coienel Norih, £20,000,000 ; Cornelius Vanp-
derbilt, £20 600,000 ; Waoh Qus, £20,000,000.

Bume of the princ'pal hotes in New York are hasing ' rcof
gardens ” fitted up oo their prem ses, Sitnated at & cool elevation
and with ombrageous surroundings, thess gardens will, no doabt,
form » pleasant and pipalar loange during the but snmm v weather.

A chi'd on beipg shown the pcture of “ Diniel in the Liong'
Den" was &ff cted to tears. “ Doo't grieve, pet,” aaid the mother,
‘ he was not deveured.” “I'm not eryiog for that,” was the raply ;
“but do you see that littie Liom in the corner, mamma? Well, I'm
afraid be won’t get any, for Dactel is 80 small he won't go round,”

Yeara and years he spent at college,
Fiiling uwp bia bead with knowledge,
Lesrning Hebrew, Latin, Greek,
Growing wiser week by week ;

Bui one thing he did not learn—
How bia daily bread to earo.

Now hig time he does employ
Luckiag for a j b, poor boy.

M1 Gawae, of Dunedin (says the Southland Times of April 13
18913, has just bern om & visit to lInvercargill to push busivess
« littie, Notthal 1t wants much canvaseing, for since he commenced
the manufacture of bie Worcestershire S8auce, tha demand bas kept
pace with his eapacity tc aspply it. He makea a really good thing,
indistingunisbable from the famons Lea and Perrin’s, which he places
upun one's table nt a much lower price, and trusts to that 1o secore &
steadily growing trade, Those who have not yet tried the Oolonial
article chunld put their prejudice amde for a time and test the ques-
tion with a bottle or two.—ADVT,

Carriages, Cabs, Landaus, Broughams, Dog Carts, Buggies, Daisy Cartas, &c,, always ON TILE at the
Horses Bought and 8old on Commission, and Broken teo 8ingla and Doulbde Harness.
Batisfaotion Guaranteed, Vehicles and Harnessof every description Bought, Sold, Exchunged or Swored.




