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AT HOME AND ABROAD,

IN an articls last week we pointed out that the
TBUE STORY— 6tory of Lady Wilde standing up in tbe Court at
AN INTERESTING Doffy'e trial for high tresson, and exclaiming in
OORRECTION, reference to the famons article Jacta Alez Est,
“1f thers is any sedition in tt, it was I who wrote
the article,” was not troe.  Io A hotice on the des'h of * Speranza
the Dubdlin Preeman rtepeated this story, which found insertion in
Mr A, M, Bullivan's Nen Ireland aud is very generally believed, In
allading ‘o the mistake made by our contemporary we did not mention
the name of the lady whose timsly intervention eaved Bir Chas. Qavan
Dufty. The Freeman's Journal, however, received by the 'Frisco mail,
corrects the error of A previous issue and gives a true account of &
stirring episode. With pleasure we insert the interesting correction :
# Of the many nolable articles written during the Yonog Ireland
period,” saye the Freeman, * perhaps the most famous was that
written by Sperangs (Lady Wilde) and publiehed in the Nation of
20tb July, 1848, That number of the paper was snppressed by the
Government, but the powerfol article which was its principal feature
obtasined fnll publicity esubsequectly in the trial of the Aation's
editor, Mr C. Gavan Dufy, for high treason, The story of a dramatic
incident connected with that time, viz, Lady Wilde's standing up {o
court and avowing the authorship of tha famous article in the Nazion
bearing the abova title, has often been told end is almost entirely
believed in, but, in the interest of historical truth, we mest give the
actual facts as they are known to the man who, of sll others alive,
phould know hest what occurred. All modera writers, with ons
exception, have followed the story, Now for the actas! fuc s, Sir
Chbarles Gavan Duffy, in Part Il of bis ¢ Young Ireland,’ thos writes :
t But what had cccorred was diff:rent ; the two gified women who
Bad broaght cot the number of the Matton which was suppressed by
the Government sat side by eide in the ga lery, and when the
Solicitor-General, who wad a relative of one of them, laboured to
press home the mticle agaicet ber, the other, Magaret Callan, moved
beyond control by hie wilful lyiog, cried oat : " You koow well who
the aothor is, and youare faleifying the facts.” Heraffection fur her
kinswomsn, and ber disguast et the maligoity of the functiora-y who
bad defsmed me at Clonme!, swept awey sll considerations of time
and place, and she spoke, a8 sha alterwsrds explaioed, becanse 1t
would bave stified ber t, remain silent.’” We may add that the
Magaret Callan mentioned by Bir Charles Gavan Daffy died about
fonrteen years ago in Melbourne whers her hugband formerly held the
position of medical superintendest of Yarra Bend Asyium. Her
dsugbter iz mutried to Hoo J, Gavan Duffy, now Victoriaa
Postmaster-General, Her sister is one of the foundresses of our
D.micican Convent, One of her sons iz & muocb-respected Duredin
citizen—Mr J. B, Callan,

A METEOR was 8ees near Invercargill a fow days
ago travellng in a sontherly direetion, What be-
carae of :f no oue knows, Those of our readers who
saw the flaghing, rusblog body, will take interest
in an excerpt from a contempurary abrut a phenomenonsl ocearrence
right over Madud about :x wezks apo. ‘' Aa aerolite burst in the
heavens, and came crashing in fragments through the ether over an
ares of wiles like 8 bomh of & tremendous sizs.  The explosion
cccurred at twenty miles bigh, aud trivelled downwards, environed
with & cloud of dust, und mskiug & noise like arnllery, and creating
s penic like an earthguake. Many faioted, aod some of the people
thought it was siguifizant of divine wrath, Many shops were closed,
and the little Kiug had to be assured by a learned professor that the
aerclite did mot mean any harm, bavioy dissslved into a hot notbing-
nesg before reaching earth, Baveral smal! pieces ol grey stone have
beea picked op in the capital” The bureting of the aerclite above
Madrid recille a similar phecomenon witnessed in France on April
26, 1803. A ball of fire was seen travelling at great speed throngh
the sky. 1t barst above Laigle in the Orn at a great altitude, and
the report was heard for pearly a hoodred miles, 1t scatiered a

A METEORIC
PEENOMENON,

ower of etones over an area of aix or seven miles, A Monsgienr
Biot estimated the number of meteoric stonea that fell at eight or teo
thozeand.

A PRETTY state of thiogs for men who have sab-

ANGLICAK  seribed to the 39 articles From such men * Good
CLEBRGYMEBN Lord deliver us,” This is Anglican Bishop Ryle's
BAY MABSES

augwer to B request that he wonld “enppert &
FOR THE DEAD. society of & hondred clergymen of the Church of
England to promaote contineal Masaes for the dead.”
Thioge are ecarriel out with puch fldelity to Catholic practices in
maey Bitualistic churches that visitors are not uofreqqently degeived,
We know a Catbolic gentleman from New Zealand who wag assigting
&t ome of these so-called Masses and for some time on bie knees ba.
fore he discaverad that he was in an Anglican Chursh. It issad to
think that “thongh 8. near, yet so far® may be said of msny devout
men and women in the Courch of Eogland, Wo fear that " thas
far and no farther ' means too often abuse of grace through worldly
interests  Faith ia a gift of God, and when the Sicred Heart draws,
the izapiration must be steadily followed,

Tur fight at Krogersdorp has been dreadfully
TEUTH ABOUT exaggerated. It turns cut that the oumber killed
ERUGEESDOBRF, on both spides was only abont fifteen, The Boers

were onder cover, and, though they shot at long
racge, could easily have enmbilated the young fellows of the
Ctartered Company, Late acoouants say that they epared them. 8o
overcome were Jamesin'es men that when the “ baitle ™ was endad
they threw themaselves on the ground and slept.

ANOTHER iastance of in‘olerance and of the in-
ATTEMPT TO viol.bility of the seal of confession is reported
BREAK from Cacada. A priest of Montreal, Rev Fatber
THE BEAL OF @illes bas been committcd to the common gaol
COXFESSION, because he refused to give evidence which ba could
only discipse by being vof.i tfol to hia saered trust
ns confessor. We thought euch a ' committsl impoesible in the
British Kmpire. However, facts are atubbora things., The good
priest was actually imprisoned by order cf the Court, We sre quite
sure tbera is not a reapectable Protestant in New Z:aland who would
oot cry ¥ ahame ” oa such a ruffianly proceeding, Many attacks are
made on Catholic priests, Quae accusation, however, is never made,
even by the most rabtd bigots, 8uorpicisn, 1u the faintest form, does
pot touch the seal £ confession, History gives glorious evamples of
fidelity, but :8 silent when there is question of want of fideluy to a
great duty.,

WE have to thaok the D strict Beeretary, Bro P.
Kearney, Auockland, for the annual repert of the
Hibernian Bociety, This excellent Society ie in &
flaurishing cordition. The funeral fund shows an increase of £174
12: 74, Heavy calls made upon the mapagement Fund bave left it
in debt £2, but, «ll things coosidered, it is “in very fair stending.”
The deep regret of members ia exprogsed for the deatb of the Bishop
of Auckland ; kindly reference i made to the late secretary, Bro
O'S8hanghnessy of Chbristchurch ; and a tribute of respect paid to
Brother Josepb., Brus Kand, retiring president, snd Nerbeay,
PDYV., installed the cificers, viz, Bro J. Bmith, D.P.; Bro M. J.
Bheehan, D.V P.; Bro J. Fisnn, D. Treasurer; Bro P, Kearney,
D. Secretary ; Broa C. Little and 8. Toowasn, suditors. The name
of Brother Nerhecy was placed on ika ment roll, and 8 P.D.V,
collar was voted to him. A fealure of the meetiogs wae the atten-
dance of members of the lgcal fewale branch. Bistera Little and
Kaoe represented the Bancta Mara (Auckland), and Our Lady of
Perpatual Luccour (Donedin) branches. Bro Kene exborted the
Indies * to impress vn the minds of the members of these branches
the advie ability of extending the good work they bave undertaken,
and induce others to partske of tbe benefits and privileges whish
they themselvea ejoy. What higher or holier object,” said he, “ can
we have in Life than to chertsh a united love of boly faith and fond
Wope, o enduriog chsrity and aoited action to minimise the atten.
dact poverty, a Biction, and sorrow of sickness of death.”
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