
The Brains of the Sensitive Plant.— The sensitive
plant fairly enamela the earth inCeylon, growing
wild from Adam's Peak to Point de Galle,multi-

plying its dainty, bell-like,pink blossoms, mingled with the delicate*
feathery acacia. GrowiDgso exposed and in weed-like abundance,it
is natural to suppose thatit would become hardened, as it were, to
roughusage ;butitis not so, as it retains all its native properties in
exaggeratedform, if possible. Our little hothouse specimens arecot
more delicate or sensitive to the human touch than is this Ceylon
mimosa. It is the most impressible of all knowa plants, and is
appropriately named. Curious experiments will prove this. If a
person will fix his eyes upona special branch and slowly approach
it, theplant is seengradually to wilt and shrink within itself, as it
were,before it is touchedby the observer's hand. Itisendowed with
an inexplicable intelligence or instinct, and what appears to be a
dread as regards rude contact withhumanbeings. A few yearssince
the writer wasat Cereto, in the island of Cuba, where he was the
guestof an English physician who was alsoa coffee-planter. While
"itting with the family on the broad piazziwhichformed the front of
the bungalow, a thirsty sensitive plant was recognißed and made the
Bubject of remark. The doctor called hia daughter of eleven years
from the housj. "Lena," said he, "go and kiss the mimosa." The
child did so, laughing gleefully and came away. The plant gaveno
token of shrinking from contact with the pretty child1

"Now,"eaid
our host, " will you touch the plan!?" Rising io do so, we approached
it withone hand extended, and before it had eomo fairly in contact
the nearest spray and leaves willed visibly, "The plant knows the
child,"said the doctor, "but youare a stranger." It wasa puzzling
experience,which seemed to endow the mimosa with intellig nee

—
Exchange

A priest in charge of a country parish down South, says the
Cincinnati Catholic Trlegiaph, tired of trying to get a satisfactory
honßekeeper among women folk, advertises for a "

middle-aged man,
"Ingle, andexperiencedincocking, to keephouse for a priest;a good
home to the right party." Woman has been driving manout of so
many occupations that it isonly fair thatman should compe'e with
womanon her native hearth.

Iwill not doubt, though allmy shipsat sea
Come driftinghome with broken masts and sails ;
Iwill believe theHand which never failp,

From seeming evil workethgood for me ;
And, thoughIweepbecause those sails are tattered,
Sill will Icry, while my best hopeß lie shatter d,"Itrust inThee."
Iwillnotdoubt, though all my prayersreturn

Unanswered from the still white realm above;
Iwill believe it is an all-wise love

Which has refused these things for whichIyearn ;
And, thoughat times Icacnot keep from grieving,
Yet the pore ardour of my fixed beheviDg

Undimmcd Bhall buro.
Iwill not doubt, though eorrow fill like rain,

And troubles swarm like bees about to bive;
1willbelieve the htights for which 1strive

Are only reached by anguish and by pain ;
And thiugh Igroau and writhe beneath mycrosses,
1shall see ever through my bitteiest lotses

T. c greater gain.

Iwillnot donbt. Well anchored in this faith,
Like some staunch ship, my soul bravesevery gale,
So htrong its courage in, it willnot quail

To breast the mighty unknownsea of dea'h.
Oh, mayIcry, though bjdy parts with spirit,
"1do not doubt,

'
co listening worlds may hear it,

With my last breath 1

AN IRISHMAN THE INVENTOR;
Manyof onr readers who areacquainted with the scientific stories of
Jules Verne will.'remember the Nautilusof CaptainNemoin"Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea," The "dreams

"
of Verne areturning in this progressive age into actualities InHarper'sMound

Table Mr Franklin Matthewsgives a most readableaccount of aboat'"
to sail under the sea" inventedby Mr John P. Holland, an Irish-man:—

Every boat, no matter what its object, must have a certain
amouDt of buoyancy to make it float. This vessel has tbe usual
amount for one of its size. Inits hold are a certain number of airtanks,in which are stored thirty cubic feet of compressed air at apressureof 2,0001bto the square inch. Ther« are also 620 electric
storage batteries for propilling the ship whensteam is shut ofiunder
water. Let us take the little vessel under water. We have been
running along under steam on the surface and have Been the enemy.
Al the hatches are closed water-tight,and the captain goes into a
little armoured turret. He givesthe word torun awash. Atoncethe
valvesinthe bottom of theboatareopened,andcertain apartmentsa>-eallowed to fill with water. This sinks the boat at once so that only
the turret is visible. The enemy is near and has seen us. It isnecessary to dive, Quickly the word is given, and the smoke-stackis
dropped down into the shipand a thick plate is clamped over it.
The fires are banked, and the engine is disconnectedfrom the screw,
and the electric power ia attached. An indicator tells the depth we
havereached, and tbe mechanism is set at the required depth, and
we are soon skfmming along underthe water inabsolutesafety. Theair in the tanks is beiDg released as fast as we need a fresh supply,and weare dry and comfortable.

The captain decides that he wants to look around. He steerstheboat up to within four f«et of the service,and then he pokes up
out of tbe water what looks like a Btovepipe. Its real name is acameralucida. It is an arrangement whereby those iniide the turret
can get a good look aroundby meansof mirrors. The captain decides
to go under again, and makes for his target. He is soonpassing
under a ship. The darkened water tells us so. He makes a shortturn, or stops, and then backs away and gives a signal to dischargea
torpedo. It leaves the boat with a rush, aud in a few seconds thereii
amuffled roar. A great warship has b^en struck, It lurches and
staggers. Pandemonium reigns onit, the order is given for every
man to savehimself, aod in less than five minuteß after the torpedo
has been discharged a five-million dollar battle-Bhip, the mostpowerful engine of destruction manever made,is lying at thebottomof the channel, and the enemyhas receivedamortal blow. Wecomeup to look aroundagain. David has struck Goliath with a stone in
the foreheadandkilled him.

How is the diving done ? If you will look at theboat you will
see at the stern two horizontal rudders. They stick oatbehind like
the feet of a swan as itswims about a lake. When itis necessary todive, tbeee flat rudders are tipped down in the rear,and theBhip isforcedunder, thebow at an inclination, When the required depth
is reached the ruddore are flattecedout, so to speak,or held at theinclination to keep the vessel on an evenkeel, the tanks havingbeen
filled toovercome allbat a very small reserve buoyancy. An autd-
matic arrangement allows the water to press on a rudder diaphragm
andkeeps the boat at an evendepth.

Propelling the boats under water until recently had been an
unsolved problem. Sometim-schemicals have been used, and eome-1 times the stored-up heat of the engine has been tried. Electricity

NEW ZEALAND fAßLfit Friday, March 27 18^6
It was& storyof severe trials and adventuresamong thenatives

of icy Alaska which a member of the Jesuit Order told ina Catholic
Churchhere last Sunday, says the New York Sunday Sun of January
5. He described the life of the Jesuits and the Sisters who have
carried their faith to the Yukon River and the shores of the Behring
Sea. They become as Eskimos, buildhuts, wear the Eskimo drew,
eat senl flesh or frozen meats, endure all the hardshipp of tbe Arcticweather, and have communication with the outer world bnt once a
year. They carry a knowledge of Oathjlicism to the Pagans, teach
ttiem tosing in Latin, and make them acquinted with civilisation.
ArchbishopSeghers wasmurdered by a madman, but recruits for the
mission cao alwaysbe obtained. It ia a noble tale of Buffering aod
bravery for the sake of r2ligion. Self-aacrificing women andmen,
truly, are these missionariesin Alaska. Their labours remind us of
those of the early Frenchmissionaries in the wilds of Canada and in
the frostyregions beyond Hudson Bay, though we must say that the
climate of Alaska is even more trying at some seasons than thatof
Cpper Labrador. We hear so often that we livein an age of selfish,
ness, mercenariness,and earthly-mindednesa that itis invigorating to
learn of the Jesuit missions on the Yukon. There are men and
women of oar generation who are ready to brave the tropics
or the poles, the jungles or the deserts, for the sake of their religion,
as ever wtre the men and women of any other generation of our
race.

white elephant. Offensive speeches made at the founda'i-n demon-
stration were followed by th« dismissal of a Catholic workman who
happened toget employment at carting bricks, and by other acts of
a mean and pe'ty nature. Fibers Cleary and Merde and their
people have not been inactive. Using the local Press and other
agencies, the nature and effects of Orangeism have been fully ex-
posed, with thereaultthat the openiDg ceremony was also a fiasco, and
now a "

completely successful boycott "stares the rabid Orangemen
of Ararat in the face. '"

We ere anxious," writes an esteemed
correspondent," to teach our rabid local L. 0. L, that there are
occasions on which it does not pay to indulge in eavage attacks on
ourChurch." Evidently the Ararat Irishmen have been successful.
Even conotrt and dramatic companies shy clear of the hall. The
place waslong a congenial soil for people of the Ohim'quy and Piddy
O'Gorman stamp. Times are changing therej,aa elsewhere. The
beating of the July drum and playing of the

"
Boyne water

"
no

longer draw a crowd. Orangeism is a diminishing quantity. The
actionof determined Catholics and the attitude of sensible Protes-
tants will compel the Orange tag-rag-and-bobtail to keep their abaße
of fellowcitizens and denunciations of the Pope for the dark recesses
of their ownLodges,
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