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1t is stated that in the Vatican at Rome there is including tbe
ecclesiastical treasures, ag much 1f not more gold than i in circuls-
tion or existing in a coined atate in the entire world.

" Johory,” called his mother, * quit using that bad language.”
“Why,” replied the boy, Bhakespeare said what I just did.”
“ Well,” replied the mother, growing infuriated, you should quit
goiog with him ; he's no companin for you.”—Louisville Post,

The Strand Magazine has an sriicle on moses, Iilustratiors of
the noscs of notable pereonages, from Piato to Gladstone, are given,
The writer says that early in the last centary Thomas Wedders
(or, rather, Wodhonse) with a nose seven and a half inchss leng was
exhibited throngh Yorkshire.

A BSAILOR’S YARN,
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A DEMON IN TBE RIGGIKG.

ALFRED T. 8TORY tells a gocd mapy eailor yarns in the January
oumber of the Strand Magazine. The [ollewing amusing incident
shows the superstitioue mind of old salte,

On & derk and diemal oight a few years ago & small coasting
schooner was tresing ahout off the south-east cosst, The wind
whistled ominously, telling in ite own unmistsk ble language of &
rapidly spproaching storm. The skipper, a seaeoned old salt, felt,

with a knowledge that had become instinet, that they were going to |

havel a dirty night. He kzew that there was not 8 moment to be
ost if he would bave his veesel put in readiness to meet the coming
tempest, Tbe first thiog to be done wae to get in the topssil, and he
accordingly gave the order to s man standing near bim :—

4 Jack, go aloft and furl the tops’el T

To the master’s aetonishment, the man be addressed, though a
sailor of undoubted bravery, hesitatcd to chey. The skipper rapped
ont an oath, and bade bim do as be was bid. Bat the sailor siill

% Fiend or no fiend,” shouted the eon'ain, who was now in a
towering rage, * I'tl have that to, sail dywn ™' ; and seizing a keile, hat’
proceeded to climb tha rigging.

Bat no sooner bad be reached the top than he received, in a barsh
rancous voice, the same greeting as his men :—

¥ Rough weather, mates—rough weather I™

Needless to say thar, like Jack and Paddy, the ekipper was
terribly scared ; and if be did not gat dowa to the deck ae quickly ag
they, it was because he was less supple in tbe joints, not because his
hurry was less.

There was no douabt as to the skip being, for the time, the abade
of a demon, The only gquestion was what to do with the echooner
with such an unowelcome visitor on board. A hesty couceil of war
was beld, with tbe resclting unanimous feeling that their prospsets
of ever seeing daylight again wera very small, All were of opinion
that the only chance they had lav in beiog very good, apd doinvg
nothing to anger the Evil One. Accordingly they eteered the
ship to the best of their sbility, and kept very quiet, fearing sll
the time lest the grim terror in the rigging should lead them to des-
truction npon a treachercus sand, or againet some sunken rock,

In this etata of anxiety aund fear they passed the night; and
gladly did they hail the firet faint gleam of retnrning day, whichalsa
bronght some mitigation of the texupest. Then the eyes of the crew
were strained ss they gaszed up ioto the rigging to see if perchance
the demon was atill there. Nothicg as yet could they desery, for
the mist continned to cling about the masts and shrouds ; but the
Irigh sri'ar vowed that he conld make ont s pair of uyes a-gleam near
the mast-bead ; and thers was no mistake aboot the voice that snd-
denly eried down to them, meking Jack almost jump overboard with
fright :—

“ Now then, you lubbers, belay, there, belay |

Everybody expected next moment to see the grim monster show
bimself in their midst. Bat behold their surprise when, ingtesd,
they saw a large, handeome parrot fly down ipto the top and
aslute them with sometning very wmuoch like a lasgh. The sccom-
pliebed bird bad flown [nto tbe schoomer's rigging from a passing

OUR WORD FOR IT,

The tide is setting strongly in the direction of a Prosperous Beagon.,
1f we were to eell people common Boots and charge & big price for them they would not return,
luok well, and wear & ressonable time, and costorners are anchored thereby,

second and & third time, and steadily oo,

Yet, some will cimplain, There ia no uee in complaining,

We sell Boots that fit well,
They are “ours,” Bo to spegk, They come &

Our pre fits are rqueezed down to the luwest puint, so don't fesr on that score.
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held back, and when reproachsed for a coward and a piitroon, the
poor fellaw blurt:d ont ihe reason of hie extraordiua y conduct by
sayiog :—

© A darn't, sir. A’ve "esred gueer sounde in th’ mggin’ as adon’t
much care for, It striked me there's somethin' unoat'ral bogt 1t ™

“ Rebbish 1 cried the skipper, now well-nigh bailing with rage,
“ Do as I tell ye this mament, or it’l) be the worsa for ye.”

Jack, fearing tha roogh treatment he would inevitably bring
down upon himself if he persisted in his dieobedience, made up his
mind to dare the terror that lurked in the puiich darkuess enshroud-
iog the rigging, and beg n to ascend towards the top-a | yard, But
be had not gooe far aloft ere he came to & sudden stop. Then with
a precipitancy which he had notshown in going up, be toumbled
down to the deck sgsin.

“ Now, then, you [nbber ! What’s taken poesession of you now !’
demanded the skipper.

“Oh, Cap’n " cried the terrified fellow, as soon as his agitation
wonld perwit bim to speak, ‘‘the bad un’s in the riggw'. I ain't
agoin' t'forl that ers tops’e] with 'im a lurkin' there.”

The skipper ground his teeth, but vouchsafed oot a w.rd to the
scared man, With a ook of contempt be pushed paat btm, and com-
manded a young Irishman to perform the task, addivg : * Aogd lovk
smart about it, d'ye hear "

“ Ay, sy, skipper!” responded Paddy, who, glad to show his
superionty to deoger and fear, swung timself aloft with the nlacrity
of & monkey. But ne sooner had he reacred the top than, hke Jack,
Paddy became transfixed with borror. Nol another s1ep did he ven-
ture to take, but instead went helter-akeiter dowowards, reaching the
deck even gu'cker thas hie ghipmate had dune. Nor did he atlempt
to hide the white feather eitber.

¢ (Och, eure?' cried be, “ an' if it ain't the foul fiend himself that
hag got into the tops’el.”

“ Get along, you cowardly Jubber " cried the incensed skipper.

# Faix, masth: v, but 1 beered him eay, ‘ Rough weatber, mates,’
a6 plain a8 could be—an’ as far furling the eail iz face of that 1mp of
sin—you may do it yourslf, for, begor, 1 won's.”

LAKGDOWN & STEZI

Family Butchers, }of Swall Guuls

Urders sulieited Jaily and delivered punctually.

vessel, and was thos, no doubt innocently enoush, the cause of a
night of heart-quaking and anxiety to a whale crew.

Footballers and Cricketers nse nothing bot P,P,P. To b: hat
from all chemiats.—ADVT.

Mr QGawne, of Dunedia (says the Senthiand Times of April 13
1891), has just besn on a visit to lovercargill to push boginess

little, Not that it wante much canvassing, for since he commenc -4
he manafacture of his Worces erebire Bauce, the demand has kept
pace with his capacity to sopply it. He makes a really good thirg
indistiogaishuble from the fumous Lea and Perrin's, which he placee
upon one's table at 8 much lower price, and trusts to that to secore &
steadiiy growing trade, Those who have not yet tried the Oolenial
articla thould pat their prejudice aside for a time and test the ques-
tion with & bottle or two. —ADVT.

The proprictor of & menagerie relatas that one of his Yiong once
had a thorn taken out of his paw by a Freoch lieutenant in Algeria.
The Vion afterwsrde ran over the Liat of offizers belonging to the reg -
ment of his benefactor, and out of graitude devonred all of superior
grade 10 the heulenan’, who thereby found bumself pr moted to the
rank of colonel,

The diffusion of these silent teschers, bookas, throseh the whola
communtity, i8 tn work geeater off ots than artillery, m «chinety, and
legisiatins, The colture which 1t is 1o spread, while un uuapeakab e
goud to the i 1dividaal, is also to becoms the arability nf the natiop,

A literary man who wwg on the verge of bringing oat a book
at the Pit" Press, ordered bis proofa to be sent to him &t & houas
where he was engaged to dine out, in*ending to lnok them overin a
talf-hor after dinner. The printec’s by, however, was lats in
bringrog them, and tbe genti-man had already jnined the ladies in
the drawing-room, whon th: compaoy was electnified by hearing the
sunorous voice of the batler announcing, ¥ Fhe devil from tha Pl
hae come for Mr Joneg t "

My®Rs AND (0., Dentisis, Oectagon, corner of George street
The puarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Their artificia}
teeth give general satisfaction, and the fact of them supplying o tem.
purary denture whilo the grms are healing does away with the incoo.
venienee of being months withoat teeth, They mannfacture g ging 8
artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets eqmally moderste. The
administration of nitrons oxide gae is slsoa great boon to those need-
ing tbe extraction of a tooth, Read—[ADvVT.

{178 and 180 C.lcriho Street, Christchurch.—Hams, Bacon, Beef Sunsages, German Sansages
Brawn, Wihee Cuwabinss, Proseed

buc, Corued Beef, Corned Pork, Ox Tongues, and a gotnd ~uppls
Ring up Telephone §sy



