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he affirms that

"
For severalcenturies Prelacy was unknown in

the Christian Church. Is this conformable to the Bible, whichpositivelystates thatJesus Christ set His Apostles as Teachersand Governors of the Faithful. Has he not read these words
of the Epistle to the Hebrews:"Obey your Prelates,and besubject to them, for they watch, as being to render an accountof your souls" (Hebr.xiii., 17)? Isit not written in the Actsof the Apostles:"To keep the precepts of the Apostles andthe Ancients

"
(Acts, xv.,41) ? Can my friendreconcile thesethings with his doctrine, that"For several centuries Prelacy

was unknown in the Christian Church
"

? In the New Testa-
ment the Faithful are called "

Brethren
";not so the Apostles.

The work of establishingChristianity in Palestine, the RomanEmpire,andother countries, wascarriedon under thedirection
of the Apostles. They established the first Christian Churchin Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost; the other Churches
wereexpansionsof that same Church,ramificationsfrom it,andintimatelylinked with Apostolateor Prelacydenied by Presby-
terians, contrary to Biblicalevidence and historical testimony.The Apostles were not only preachers; they had authority
over those whom they taught. They were the Ambassadors of
Christ (ii. Cor., v., 20);His Ministers and the Dispensers ofSacred Mysteries (i. Cor. iv.. 1). "For Christ we areambassadors, said St. Paul" (ii. Cor., v., 20). "Theministers of Christ and the dispensers of the mysteries of
God

"
(i. Cor., iv.. 1). They received their power andauthority from Christ; "our sufficiency is from God, whohath also madeus ministers of the New Testament" (ii. Cor.,iii., 4-6). Thus, you see, that by Christ's appointment theApostles wereraised above the faithful in rank, dignity,andpower,andset over them as Prelates. Without Prelacy therewould be no Church. All other offices weregrafted on this.The Apostolateor Prelacy, then, is a peculiar institution fromChrist,not a mere missionary enterprise, or the outcome of

historical development. The authority and rights of the
Apostolateor Prelacywerecommunicatedby Christ before theChurches were founded, theonly exceptionbeing St.Paul, whowas miraculouslycalled to the Apostolate. The equalityof allthe Brethren in the beginning is a mere fiction, having no
Biblical evidence to support it. The Apostles are to be theJudges of the Faithful. "Idispose to you,as My Father hath
to Me, a kingdom . . . that you may sit upon thronesjudging the twelve tribes of Israel

"
(Luke xxti., 29-30). TheApostlesspoke as havingauthority,theymade theircommands

to be respected; they never allowedanyone to interpret them
byprivate reason. The HolySpirit guided the Apostles asTeachersand Rulers of the Christian Church.

Perpetuityof the Church.
We admit that, you willsay,perhaps, but theprivilegesof

theApostlesceasedwith themto exist;they werepersonal favourswhich werenot transmitted to their successors. This we posi-tivelydeny. Jesus Christ came to save all men, of all ages.The needs of succeeding ages were as great, if not greater,
than thoseof the Apostolic time. Our Blessed Lordpromised
that He would be with Hi;, Apostles forever (John xiv, 16).
"Behold Iam with you all days even to the consummation olthe world(Matth. xvni, 20). The Rev. Dickson says "that f
have turned this text from its purpose; that each member ofChrist's Church has the same promise of Christ's presence."
The Rev. Dickson is strangely mistaken; the Fathers and
Doctors of the Church have never applied this text to thefaith-ful but to the pastors of the Church;any other interpretation
is contrary to Biblical evidence. My friend has to twist the
text this way to justifythe unjustifiable doctrine of Presby-terianism; but such a way of acting is not fair nor honest,
especially from a ministerof theGospel. This text could notapply exclusivelyto the Apostles who were soon to disappear
from the scene of this world; it evidentlyrefers also to thosewho were to inherit their privilegesand to be theirsuccessors in
the ministry, The Apostles, in their lifetime, as wehave seen,organisedchurches. The first position in the church was occu-piedby the Bishopof the See. Priests wereonlytheauxiliariesof the bishops, and deacons and other ministers the auxiliariesof both bishops and priests. St. Paul and St. Barnabasordainedpriests for the faithfulin every Church (Acts. xiv.23),Bishops were not appointed by the community, but by theApostles, who,however, as is doneeven to-day, consulted thecommunity to know if the candidate was worthyof thatsublimedignity. Sometimes most venerable men would suggest a
name; but the Apostles remained perfectly free to accept or
reject the one thus suggested. No one could give priestlypowersbut an Apostle or a bishop, successor of the Apostles.St.Paul admonishes Timothy to be veryprudentin theappoint-
ment of bishops (I.Tim. in. i5(. He tells Titus to ordainpriests in every city (Titus, i. 15) and he enumerates thequalities a good priest should possess. When bishops andpriests are mentioned the word bishop always stands first.Bishops are generally chosen from among the presbyters orpriests (Petav. Dis.Eccles. i. 1-2 Hir. i.4. Perrone. Praelec.Tholog. ix). Bishops are often called presbyters becausethey had the priestly character, but bishops only, not priests,
had the government of several churches, of an ecclesiasticalprovince or diocese. Bishops always occupied a postot honourand were ever considered as the heads of the priesthood.

Only priests ordained and appointed by bishops, with the
immediate or mediate consent of tne Roman Pontiff, aresuccessors of the Apostles and inherit their spiritual powersand privileges. The bishops appointedbythe Apostlesoccupythe first place in apostolicity of the Church. The apostolicoffice survived andwas continuedby their legitimatesuccessors,
the bishopsandpriests of the Catholic Church. The Apostlesimparted to them the gifts they had received. The gift ofmiracles and thegiftof tongues werenot indeedgiven to eachof them; however, the power of working miracles always
remained in the Church as a proof of her divinity. "Peterneverhad any successor," says the Rev. Dickson, "who afterhis day could speak in unknown tongues like him,
or speak and work miracles like him, or writewith the same power from on high? Many saints and
martyrs worked miracles as great as those of the Apostles,
miracles performed publicly, in presence of hundreds, nay,thousands of witnesses. It was mainly through the miraclesthey wrought that the earlyChristian missionaries showed thedivinityof the Catholic religion. The powerof miracles stillexists in the Catholic Church and it willalways remain withher, because she is the Church of the Living God. None butthe Catholic Church ever claimed the power to work truemiracles. AsIshall soon examine theobjections of my friend
to the miraculous manifestations whichshow the divinity of theCatholic Church, Iwillsay no more for the present, except to
remind him that spurious coins show that there are genuine,sterling ones. Even thegift of tongues hasbeen given byGod
to many Catholic missionaries, particularly to St. FrancisXavier who without any study could speak the variouslanguagesand dialects of india. A critic like the Rev.Dick-
son, should examine facts and not talkof what heknows no-thing about except through the coloured glasses of Presby-
terian prejudice and innate aversion to theCatholic Church.Although bishops and priests legitimately ordained are thesuccessors of the Apostles, each individual bishop or priestdoes not inherit everything that appertainedto each individual
Apostle. Bishops are not like the Apostles, immmediate wit-nesses and ambassadors of Christ with extraordinarypowers,
but theyare the ordinarypastors and guardiansof theChurch.Every individualbishop is not a successor of an Apostle,as thePope is the successor of St. Peter;but the congregationof thebishops with the Pope is the successor of the Apostolic College.
The Apostles were not limited to a particularplace to exercisetheir ministry; bishops are limited to their dioceses. Thebishops consecrated by the Apostles had their jurisdictionfrom Christ;the archbishops, who in earlier times appointedbishops, had received their authority with the consent of thePope, who conferred upon them the Pallium. The appoint-
ment of lawful bishops has always been made mediatelyorimmediatelywith the consent of the Pope. When assembledin council, bishops are with him judges of the Faith. Allpower in the Church is transmitted to'both pastors and flocksj through the Holy See. In the East, the Popes exercised theirauthority mostly through the Patriarchs; in the West, thePopes founded all the great churches in Germany, Hungary,
Scandinavia, England, etc. The Catholic Hierarchy is asvisible as the sun at mid-day, to any impartial student of theChristian Church ; the Rev. J. Dickson has a veilover his eyes,he cannot see it, anddeclares" that inthe Church,as organisedby the inspired Apostles, there was unfortunatelyno provision
made for aPope, cardinal,bishop or priest.'' We have seenthere was ample provision made forbishops andpriests, let usconsider especially what kindof provision was made for aPope.although itmight be inferred fromwhatwehaveallalreadysaid.
The Pope's Supremacy of Honour and Juris-

diction.
The ApostolicCollege,as instituted by Christ, had for itsobject the spreadingand preservation of Faith everywhere by

means of bishops or prelates. It was to last until the consum-mationof the world. But how were the various bishops or
prelates to be united together ? Was not a centreof unitywanted? Bishopsoccupy the firstplace in the EcclesiasticalHierarchy;they are the governors of the flock of Christ, eachin his respectivediocese. If each were allowed to govern hisdiocese independently,how could Christianunity be preserved?
Although, in the world there are many dioceses, there is butone Church, one Christian people. A Supreme Head, there-fore, was needed to unite together the various Bishops andChurches of the world, to the end that they might not liveisolated from the centre of Christendom and the body of thefaithful. The unity intended by Jesus Christ is the unityofFaith in all the truths which He had revealed; unity of prac-tice, by means of the seven Sacraments which He instituted;
and unity of government, by obedienceto the same laws and
submissionto the chief Pastor and Visible Representative ofHis Divine authority. It is of this unity the Apostle spoke
when hesaid:" Now, Ibeseech you,brethren,by the nameofour Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same|thing,andthat thfre be nodivision among you,but that yoube perfect,
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment
(i Cor. i.10). This also Our Saviour declared, when Hesaid:

"
There shall be one fold{and]oneshepherd" (John, x 16).

The Supreme Head to maintain this union is Jesus Christ;
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drio£ly" SPRING BLOSSOM" TFAUl IIIIIU ULUOOUM ILAi RICH AND DELICIOUS IN LIQUOB.


