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(From our own Correspondent.y
LEESTON,

APTER celebrating an early Mass at the pro-Cattedral on Sunday
morniog week, the Very Rev Father Cumwings drove to Le:ston,
where he arrived in time to preach at High Mass, The words of his
text wore: “To know Thee, O Eicrnal Father and Jesus Christ
Thine only Son is eternal life,” The very rev preacher, in the coorss
of an eloguent discourse, showed that a religions edncation was the
greatest of all necessities, and was one which the Catholic Charch
alone was commissioned and able to impatt, The sermon ended, the
Vicar-Genaral made a collection anl atout 240 was gathered, and
this money, also what was promised, will be devoted to tbe main-
tenanco of the local Oatholic echool, now under the charge of the
Bisters of Our Lady of Missions. There was a large ccogregation
present. The object of the visit was, however, not only to advance
the wellare of the scbool, bat also to orgsnise a local committee
and to establish for the first time in the distncl a branch of
the Confraternity of the Holy Family, At Vespers, which were
also largely attended, be explained fully the nature and
cbjects of the Confraternity, and when bhis discourse was
over, abont fifty persons presented themselves for affiliation
mnd became members of the Bodality, After Beneliction,
in order to form a church and school committes, be called
s meeting of the Oatholic Jaymen of the parish, He occopied the
ehair at the meeting, which was well attended and very enthusiastic,
and the following gentlemen were elected committesmaen :—Messrs
William Holly, Patrick O'Boyle, John, O'Lioyle, Wiliiam O'Brien,
Michael Stapelton, ~- Bowen, and William Holly (junior), The
meeting accorded to the Vicar-Geueral & very cordial vote of thanks
for presiding on the occarion, and for his atle snd salutary ministra-
tionas doring his visit to the district. He retorned so this city on
Mondsy week, and, while Le was in Leeston, he waa the guest of the
local parish priest, the Rev Father Chervier,
THE BCHOOL AT HALSWELL,

At Lhe recent distribution of the prizes to the pupils aitending
the Catholic echool at Halewell, the usual entertainmeat was dis-
pensed with, in consequence of the death of Mr and Mrs Booth.
Amongst the prizes, which were distribated by the Very Rev Father
Cummings, wag a valuable cross and a neat little time-piece, presented
by Mra Strate, of Obristoburch. The cross was awarded to Miss Leo
Kennedy for good condact, aud the time-piece to Mise Kathleen
Kilbride for regunlar attendance. Tte Vicar-Genecral complimented
the puopila and the teacher (Mies Booth) on the werk done during the
year, particolarly the neediework, He eliuded to the ferlirgs ot
respect and esleem existing between the people of the disrrict and
the teacher, He thought the commi tee deserved every commecda-
tion for the energetic manncr in wheh tiev bad couducted the
school, and for its fiourishing conditivp, financ.ally a-d otherwiee,

PUNCH AND JUDY versus BELIGIOUS INSLRUC:ION,

The followirg letter, written by the Bev Bobert Wuod, of Mas'er-
ton, and addressed to the editor of the Lyizelton Times, appears in
the iesne of thut new:papcr of Siulucday la t: % 2ir,—As the editcr
of the Times, is interestvd mbont tho woy conceseione are granoted
to caterurs of amuaeement by our school scthorities and the tesric-
tions laid on moral and religious teachers the following fac.s may
find room in your columes:—(1) *f In Scptember, 1891, the Rev W. E.
Page (Chureh of Engiaad), Rev J Dikes (Wesleyan), and myeelf
(Preabyterian) applied for the use of (ke Masterton ¥eoool to give an
nneectarian religions lesson. We asked that on the d.y we gave our
lesson the cocurse of teaching in the echool s*ounld last coly Iour acd
s-balf honra—that is, half an boor more than the mip'mum time
prescribed by the Act. Thie meant that the echool teaching would
stop at 3 p.m. irstead of 330 p.m. Our request was refused, Tke
door was shot against us, and for the commiittee to say the roguest
was granted ias ootrue, (2) A few werks afterwerds a travclling
Ponch and Judy showman came rospd. The nee of the school was
granted to him, It was graoted, the head master talls me te-lay,
by aothority of the commitiee There 18 no reference to it in the
committes's records, The present members of the committee
generally know cothing about the ehow, and feel safe in eaying that
if the show was beld it was beld after school boure, 1 was assured
at the time by several partics that on the day the show was held
sohool teaching closed at 8 pom. 7The head marter Liae o reference
to it in bis *‘ log-book,” but frackly saya that the vchoul teachiig
did probably close earlier than useal to ensble the man to arrange
bia show 80 a8 to begin his performeance at 3 30 pm. The thowman
got a conceasion of time—thirty misutes or les8—~that we teachers of
morals failed to get. (3) This case does rot sand alone, It is
quite an usual thicg to shorten echorl hours when the children’s Jove
of amusement may be gratifizd. The teachei’s ¢ foz-book ” notea that
the schcnl was closed early to allow children to see “cshows" A
parachutist came rownd here some time ago, and the se'ool was
closed early to enable the children to see this pers.n rise inte the air,
Teachera and children went and paid their shillings to be humx-
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bugged, There wes no mscent that day. The purveyor of plesrure
ensily gets time concessions from our school aulhorities ; moral ard
religions feachers in the North here get nome, (4) Within tbe last
few monthe the Church of England minister here got use of the
sehoo! huilding for a religious lesecn at the clgse of a five hoars
secnlar instruction. The I eal Liberal journal, tbe Wairarapa Star,
has been nowearied in i.8 denuocizticn of the tchool commi tar for
thkos dering to allow morels and re igion tn be taoght in the ecrool
by a mirister of religicn, Cuuid “secular’ fapa'icism go ooe step
[uriber
THE M MORIAL WISDOW,

The solemn utiveiling of the memorial window erected in honoup
of the Iate Reverend Mother Marie St Gabiried, ihe first and u-
recent!y the prioress of the Convent of lhe Sacred Beart iu Barba-
does street took place at the pro-Cathe 'ral st Hiwh Ma-s on Sunday
last. The very peautiful and ar.istic window wh ch hus been golidly
placed ino 1t6 pres. nt position by Messra Taylor and O+k'ey, plnmbers
in this city, is the resnlt of 2 movement to raiea & suitahie monoment
tothe memory of the deceased priorese, Missrs K. P Lonargas, M,
Ta ior, E, O'Connor and the la e A, J, Winte are the crigiva‘ora of
the movement, and the wiudow, tp n which a smail b.lance is shill
owing, has been subecribed to by fr erds ard ix.pupils of the late
Reverend Mo her in Christchoreh and througheut ine Coleny, The
window is the workmapship of one of the mort famons mennface
turers ic the world, M, Lucien Begul~,cf Lyor.s, Fiarer, snd is really an
exquisite work of art. The window, which hue b-en placed 1o the
middle of the north side of tbe pro-Cathedral, ia 12ft by 6ff, and the
subject is the Archangel Gabriel m-king known to the Blessed Virgin
Mary that she was aboot to b ¢ me the motber of a divios infant
who would be the Saviour of mankind, also the Blessed Virgin
receiving from the hapde of the archangel the message com:ng direct
from the most bigh conneil chamber of Almighty God., The two
fignres—one of the Bleesed Virgin, and the other the archangel—are
lifa size and eztremely pretty. Over them in the Holy Bpirit in the
form of a dove, and on a ecroll is the inseription * Ave Maria,
gratiz plenz " A spleadid w:se, on which the monogram * Ave
Maria " is artis-ically wrought, appears between the two figores, and
in the vas: there ia a magnificent Ny of Jerigcho, Underveath are
smaller flowers which are emblvms of chastity, cbarnty and
Lumility, and the whole design on the window is surrcunded by an
ornate border. The inscription at the root s executed in Romwan
letters nnd is ; © Pray £ r the soul «f the Reversnd Mother Marie Bt
Gabriel, late Prioress of the ¥Yionsstery of Notre Dame des Missions,
Obristebureh, Died July 25, 1893. On wteee soul gweet Jesus
have mercy-’ The name of the decersed lady, who wes
8 near relative of the Rev Father ti, M. Ginatr, 8.4, w.s in the
world Elizabeth Conachy, and she was » rative «f Custlebellingham,
Qounty Louth. Irirnd, where she was boro in 1853, At the age of
14 she we: t to Lyong, in Fraree, and j ined the ider of the Sisters
of Qur L dy of Missons. In 1867 ¢<he was rent to Dea), Hogland,
where ghe rroained unt11 1870, at which ime the Frince-Prussian war
wa3 golog un,  Bbe retoroed to Ly.ns, wbere, in the followicg year
1871, ehe made rdligious pro essiob, and was 8 nt back to Deal and
way charged wih A schoul and ap orphanage. She w.s pamed
sup riorees of A monastery at Arwsnboe i 1877, sud in November
of the ~ame senarh> wae ramsd supesioress of the m nasiery 10 this
¢y, where *he arrived o 1878 Toe Snjericress Geno ral vieited
New %2 lacd 1o 1883, and e ¢ was rceompaied dunirg her ecjourn
in the Coliny by Motber 3t Gabrie, woo assisted the Saperioress
@ neral in fuunding bouses of 1he Ordir in New Plymouth, Ash-
burton, Pakekobe and Hamilton. Motber 5t Gabriel was morevver
appointed tn 1883 Viear Provicirl and Assistant Geieral, After
lnpouring ass.duousl; 1o this city for suventeen years sbe wvisited
L ocp, where 1u a ~hoit tume #fte- hor n rival sbe died 1o 1he fortiets
year of heraze, H r greattalen's vn it amiable gialibies fived ber
1n &m emin ot depres for 1he most reepersible posiniens,  Her genial
and  oving oisp silon endeared bor to a'l persuns who came ' cor-
tact wih her, T reomse w o know br well will remember
b r eslm mmphei'y, her ac ive, open-hearled, 3et unubitrusive
kiLdness, and her patienc, hpemis § ad oostdiezer—virtues
wiich  belek n & el deep 100 ed in grape, lbe very
Bev Fa her Comni-ga tad Mape, rnd when the cartain which
sereene) ihe monurneut was drawn aside, he gave the tureguing
gkrich of the life of the deccased priorese. He spi ke aleo 10 besuti
ful terma of her many virtucs end of ber nomercus good werks, He
gaid, amoing other thige, that & fam s acclent ora ot states th tat
18 difficul . for 1Wo rensons, to epe k ruitably of the dead. For
should one say too li'tle of them, a s1in agmnst charity wonid be
cemmit'ed, and shoo'd o1 e eay tco much, thea thuge v e-ry to
goderctand would be spoken, All porsons agles th:t bdothor So
Gabriel was a talented and boly woman, and ®heu a peieon perfurms
a multnude of Leroic sctiops, aas she b do e, we are rem.nded of
the ceds of the sportles and martyra, Y t we catoot compare her
to these iilustricue persouages. Nor can we cocfine to them our
ideas, for God’s power 18 unhmited and is marifested 10 & swall
fl wer as well £8 10 his greatest works, The operatt ns of divine
grace oftentimis th av forth o tte rimple 1.l'gr ws 1o ber convent,
or even in 8 Wi 0 enpaged 1 dem stic du s, e e brillatly as 1n
the apostls snl martyrs, Exsmioe that mrmo.ta jiciure, which
repressots the hlessel Virgin 1o the homa at Nazateth, acd from tre
two Liona in the c@. gryn the bouae of Dawvids You wili see 1 the
piclure a large plait, lso sev:ral small ones, whic: fi-ure the life
of the late priniess.  For each ocef the latier displaje 1ts prery
colours, theds '8 swret perfumes and 13 a3 winderful aa the large
plaui. Moutner St Gabriel bas woirlkod for yearg in eidue.tivg your
entldres, many of whom are now women, nlsu in a'tendig to your
sick wod destitute, and thess labars. wh ch rank amurg tie modt
impurtant, aTe A sufficient record to show that sne wae grest aod to
sutitle her to your veweration, A collec ton was w e a1 the various
wervic.s to defrey the cest of the monumi ', ned the wmount n ces-
eary to pay all ¢Xpenyes (o conmetion thereto will Jdoubtices coon by
raiecd,
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