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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

% 1s Baithen mentioned in the topic in last issue
ST BATHAN'S, tho 8t Bathan’s after iwhom a town in Cantral
CENTRAL 0TAGO, Otago is named ! We cannot answer the ques-
tion with oertainty, Severa! Baithrn'as are met
with in Irish hagiology. Most likely the Baithen we meuntioned in
connection witb Iona is the Bt Bathan's referred to, 8t Baithen
wag the snccessor of Bt Columba. He was a near relative—aceor-
ding to sowe tha cousin, according to others the nephew—of Colum-
cille, Colamba was eogaged in his favourite occupation of transcri-
bing the Bacred Beriptures when bis fatal illness atiacked him.
Overcome by weakness he 1aid down the pen in the mid.ileof the
33rd Paalm, * Lat Baithen write the rest,’” said the master. His
wish was law with his monks. They saw clear indication of the
desite of the dying saint that Baithen, whom he was wont to liken
to Jobhn, the DBeloved Disciple, sbould succeed bim at Iona. The
kinsbip, far from beirg a bar to the succession, waa a qualification in
those days when the spirit of clan wae strong in the wonasteries.
80 Baitben became Abbot whers for many yesars he bad been Prior,
and raled Tona with gentle eway for three years, He died in the
year 600, aod to this day is revered ag the patron saint of Taugh-
boyue (Teach-Baithen), County Donegal.

THE lives of the Irieb missionary ssints are full of
BAINT BAITHEN Interest, The history of Baithen, ot Ions, as
OF YONA. student, monk, and abbot is no exception, He was
s great sxint und a great scholar., His angalic
modesty and constant fervoar, and ceaselees activity were constant
gormons to the monks of Iona and Heth. He took s full share of
work in the fislda His work was in itself & prayer, and was accom-
panied by prayer. He never lost a moment. HEven ss ho walked to
snd from the moaastery with eyes cast dowa his hands were clasped
beneath bis babit ag be prayed. The old chronieler in the Balamanca
MH., mentions many interesting details of his life, A3 an illusrra-
{ion of his spicit of prayer and mortification it is related that he
was accustomed torecite a prayer between every two morsels of food.
When hs accompanied Columba from Derry he became overseer of
works at Topa. His «kill as a Seribe found him more oecupation in
the acriptorium or transeribing room than io the fields. It ie eaid of
Raithen that on one ozcasion he harriedly cnpied the psaiter, COn
revising the work it was found he bad made but obpe mistake—he had
nmitted & dot over aa I, Thesa mooks were woderfully akilled in
trapacription, ' I have seen,” says O'Fiaherty, ' handwriting of St
Columbs, in Irieh characters, ag straight and ae fair a8 any priont of
apbhove 1000 vears standing.” To be m choice scribe” was high
gecommendation for preferment. * Let Baithen write the rest.”
The * choies Seribe of Iona spoke of the " choice Beribe ™ Baithen,
who wae then Ahbot of the monastery founded by Columba at Magh-
Lungs—the plain of the ships—in Heth.  This menastery was
twenty miler frnm Iona-a short digtance for the haray sailor monke
of those porthern seas, The writer of the life of 8t Baitheo eays
that bis days wete spent in reading, prayer, and hodily labour. His
scholarship was universally scknowledged, ¢ Be gesured,” wrote an
old writer, *that he had no equal cb this side of the Alpsin his
knowle Ige of sacred Scriptare, snd in the profundity of bis science.
He wae & wonder worker, and many miracles are recorded by the
Annalis's.

I% hia admirable work, ' Irish Hchoopla and

A 2rORY WOR Scholars,” the Most Rev Dr Healy, to whom we are
YoUNG AND indebled for information in the proceeding notes,
oLD. tells & atory of the warly life of 8t Baithen which

shows that  spare the rod '’ was oot the motto of

mesters in the schools of Erin. It were well that colonial children
were more generaily dealt with in ancient fashion, The birch gener-
ously apphed is good corrective medicine for incipient larrikiniem,
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Here is the story of Baithens shoricoming, and how the young saint
wag cored of the usnal boyish laziness: - We are told in the life of
8t Colman Eila, of Lynally, :n the King's County, that he onca
punished 8t Baither, the nephew of Columcille, and his successor in
the abbacy of Hy, for neglecting hie etadies. The boy, there-
upon, fled from the chareh in which the school was, it seems, taught,
to the wonda to hide, no doubt, and avoid both his lessons and the
chastisement of bis master. There he saw a man building one of the
cironlar wicker-work houses then very common, and observed that,
althongh be worked one rod at a time, the wicker-wall rose steadily
to the roof. ' Ab,” said be, ¥ if I only learned & little each day, I
too should grow learned." Then he tock shelter from a sbower under
the spreading branghes an of oak tree. While stending beneath the
bonghs be observad a drop of water dripping from a leal and falliog
on the ground, He made a hole with his heel on the apot'where the
drop was falling, and saon noticed that the hole was filled. Here
he made a similsr menotsl reflaction, and vowing that never agein
won'd be neglect his dsily task, he returned to his master and grew
up to be a very learned and a very holy man (0'Curry, M, and Q.
vol i, p 33),

ON the game page of Dr Healy's work, from which
we take the foregoing quotation, we find some in-
formation about the food of lads at the anecient
Irish monastic echools, which will interest our
modern school boye, who like flesh meat three times
The law compelied tbe teachers to eupply wholesome food
according to the rank of the parents of their pupils, * What are
their victuals!” asks the writer in the Lenchug Mor. ¢ Suirabont
(litheY is given to them all, but the fiivouring is to be different.” 1t
wae Balt butter for the sons of inferior grades; frerb batter for the
sope of chicftains ; honey for the sons of kings, The aterabout of
oat-meal might be made ou water, o on burter-milk, or oo new milk,
and given to the diffcrent classes in ike manner,

HOW BOYS
WERE FED OF
OLD,

a day.

A corY of a ehadowgraph or ph tegraph accord=-
MORE ABOUT ing to ©Professor Liatgen’s invention, has
THE attracted 8 deal of attention in  Dunedin,
SHADOWGRAPH. where it is exhibited in the ghop of Mr F.
Hyams, jeweller, It was teken 1n Hamburg,
and represents » humasn band. The haod of a liviog person
was photographed, wih the result that s skeleton bhand with
shadows where the fleeh shoauld be, appeared distine'ly in the
negative, The pbot:graph was taken by the Professor himself, D.
Bpewss, of Vienna, at a recenl lectuve, exhibited, “among other
pbotographe, a very interesting one, showing the band of a servaot
belonging to tha igstitu'icn. Tine msn, years ugo, ran into his haod
& picce of glase, which could not be extr cted, sod which always
penetrated deeper, The photograph of the skeleton of the hand pro-
dueed by Professor Poentgen’s method ehowed this bit of glaes quite
dia.inetly.”

A ¥EW years ago the conversion of a lineal

DESCENDANT OF descendant of Martin Lother was chronicled, It

JOHN KN0X. will interest our reaiers, especially of the lectures,

Y Catholiciem aod Presbyterianiem,” now published

io ont colomns to learn that the only lin~al descendant of John Knox

is a member of the congregation of the Holy Oross. Brother Philip

was a Methodist preactier in hisearly manbood,but forthirty yesrs past

be hss been a teacher in various (atbolic schoola. He bas in his
posgesgion & ennff-box which belonged to hia ancestor.

A good man, the kead of a Buman Ostholic college,

ODDS AND ENDS, was walking bome in the failing light when ha

beheld in the middle of the road & dark object in

the snow, Drawing near, ke found s little cobbler from the neigh-

bouring hamlet, lying uoconsciously drank, The Jesuit could not

leave him to perish. So with great difficulty he raised him from the

ground, and with great diafficulty he managed to steer the helpless

fellow-mortal to his house, half a mile off. Though unconsciogs g

starting, he had partly tegained his senees when he reached his own

KS.



