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and boped they would work hard in the classes so as to securs high
places in the next examination. He then asked the Very Rev Dr
Wattars, as a memenlo of his visit, to give the boya a holiday on the
first fine day. Oheers were tben given for Bir James Hector and the
Very Rev Dr Watters.

Tne Very Rev Father Devoy, speakiog at 8t Mary of the Angels’
on Bunday last on the introdnetion of the Irisb Text book inio the
public sehools of the Colony, said that while their friends
who were at the head of this movement were begicning to
realige that the preseat Btate system of education was a failure be-
canse it did mot contain any provision for religious instruction for the
children, yet they were seekiog to introdnce into the schools, in this
Irish Text-book a very poor gham. It wssa book which had falleo
into disuse in Ireland many years ago. Though it had in it some
very nice, poody-goody lessons, it was a wistake to say that it con-
tained proper religions instrueticn. Their friends who were so
anxious about this matter ehonld have the courage of their opinions ;
they shonld give proof of their sincerity by putting their hands
in their pockets mad doing as Carholics hsd done—estab-
lishing schools uf their own. He made these remarka because it hed
been stated that Catholics had largely signed the petition now circa-
lating in favour of the Text-book. Some COatholica might have
signed it ; for his part be should be delighted to see religion tanght in
the uchools; bat he wisked to point ont that this Text.book wonld
not give proper religious instruction, and that Catholics should not
s'gn the petition under A misapprehension, People said over and
over again that we could find wll that was necessary for palvation in
the Bible ; tbat one bad nothing to do but read tbat Book and form
his own opinien about any passage in it. Catholics, he pointed ont,
aelieved Lhe Bibla to be a Divine book, but those who interpreted the
Bible after their own fashion Qestroyed its divine character. The
Bible, in order to be & law to direct us in the way to salvation, onght
to be complete ; bnt it was not complete, s several parta were mias-
ing, He went on to pay that the Gospels of Bt Mattbew, Mark, Luke
and John were not written for many years after the Ascension, and
in the meantime the work of the Chureh bad gone on, Our Lord
bad not left any writing ; He bad commanded His Apostles to preach,
spd bad told them that he would be with them-—meaning that He
would be with hia Ohuareh—t111 the end of the world,

The many friends of Mr W. Rose, both in Wellington and Christ-
charch, will be pleased to learn that be has been appointed local
maneger for the Boyal Insursnce Company. Mr Ross has been far
many years—eixteen I believe—connected with the Natiopal Fire
Insurance cffice bere, where his urbanity, tact, energy and knnw-
ledge of underwriting businese have been fully recoemised. The
appointment, which is » great compliment to the business ability of
the recipient, carries with it an amount of responsibility whieb, I
have no doubt, Mr Boss wiil disgharge with credit to himslf and
benefit 'o the company, The personal popularity of Mr Ross, to-
gether with his connection with many pubiic movements here,
should prove most}ladvantageons to the Royal office, which bas made
8 very wige selection 1n securing hig services, Mr Ross will take up
bis new duties on the 1st Apnil, and his friends, who are many, will
wish bim all tbe success in bis new sphere which his wbility fully
deserv :s.

Mr J. Kearsley, late of tke Wellington Biscuit Fuctory, who has
8 arted boginess in Masterton, was the other day the rec:piest of a
silver snuff box from bis former associates,

A pleasant gathering tock p'ace one evening last week in the
Temperance Hote!, Meuriceville, for the purpose of sayiog good-bye
to Mr P, Gleeson, late manager of the Tikitapn Btation. There was
& Iarge nnmber of settlers present, the chair being ocenpied by Mr
Gundersen, who said that they had met to hosonr onas of their most
egiimable neighbours, who was aboat to leava the district ani settle
in Featherston. Mr Gleeson had beenr a wember of the Roal Board
for some years, where iie had dooe much good work for the district,
He had aiways been 0 the fore wken any undertzking for the benefit
of the distriot und the advancement of his neighbours was brooght
forward, besides which, he was, as an employer of labovr, anae of the
kindest and moet considerate in the luocality, He (the chairman) had
much p'easure in presenting Mr Gleeson with & pair of field glasses
as a memento ot hls connpecticn with the distriet. Mr Gleeson
feelingly replied, and thanked the donurs for their valuable present,
s .ying that be required co reminder of the kindoess which he had
received from his friends there, a8 he would have, as long as he lived,
nothing but the most pleisant recallections of his residence among
them, Nuomerous toasts wera proposed daring the evepiag, and the
company broke up at a iate hoar wi h hearty chears for Mr Gleeson
snd many kind wishea for his futore welfars,

The bath gquestion haviag been settled—we are goi g to have
them just as the winter is coming on—the 1ram difficulty has just
cropped op in the nick of time, f r, vnlias tbe newspapers and
public bad not some real or imaginary grievance to agit.te aboat,
they would feel very sad, At ¢ne time, snd not very long ago, we
imagined the tram service was all that conld be desired, but an un-
fortunate aceident having occurred the other day, by which three
men got their legs injured, the public have suddenly discov red that
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it is altogether bshind the sge for such a progressive and important
ci'y me the capital of New Zealand, We want a car every five
micuates, and only the regulation number cariied thereon ; also en
extra pomber of loop lines, and even some are agitating for donble
lioes, Uafortanately, the original founders of Wellington did not
look very far shead, consequently they laid out the main thorough-
fare so narrow and irregular that even now tbe traffic on epecial
oceanions is very often blocked. So long as people will persist on
getting on to the cars whilat in molivn, And which have already a
full complement of passengers, he may expect to hear of accidenis
ocenrring, Of course we shall have an immediate enforcement of
the by-lawa relating to the traffic by the City Oouncil officers, whilst
the present mild panic exists, and “ Paterfamiliae,” ** Viator,” aod
the nbigaitous “ Citizen * will fill in the long eveniogs by writing
long letters to the papers, soggesting varioms and impraocticable
rules for ihe regulation of the traffic, but afier & while the excite-
ment will die a nataral desth, especially if some more engressing
subjeet is discoversd by the fickle and captious public, The present
tram line runs the whole length of the city—about 33 miles—and
the fare is the wodest sum of threa halfpence. Thia is cheapness
with 8 vengeance, and although soms cynical people may add the
word ** nasty,” it is evident they bave not had muoch experience of
sach modes of travelling outside of Wellington, or else they would
not be so ready to condemn our local system,

A meeting of the local brapeh of the Irish National Federation was
held on Tuesday evening, when Mr Hagein (vice-president) ocoupiad
the ohair. 8everal new members were proposed, and it was decided
to make the montbly meeting more attractive in future by having
addresses, recitatioos, snd readings, It was reported that the net
proceeds of the Hon K. Blake's meeting in the Opera House, wag £15
Bs 94, A copy of a letier sent to the Dublio Freeman's Journal,
anent Mr Blake's vigit to Wellington, was read and approved of.
The following is the text of the letter :—Dear Bir,—The Hon Edward
Bleke has taken his departure, after a residence of about gix weeks
amouget us. Asg you sIre aware, the hon gentlaman came out to this
Colony a8 umpire in tbe great Midland Railway arbitration caee.
The arbitrators, Bir Charles Lilley (Queensland), and 8ir Bruce
Burnside (Tasmania), found, at the cpening of the procaedings, that,
through some technical point, they could not adjudicate, and left the
whole responsibility oo the ghoulders of the Hon Mr Blake, who at
once proceeded, with such me'hodical dispatch, that (including the
examination of a large number of witnesses) the great case was
finisked, and tbhe award given, in less than four weeks, to the pleasnrs
aod astonisbment, I might eay, of the community at large, During
its procedure the genins and exceptionsl abilities of our countryman
shone forth from time to time, his wit and bumour, and the masterfuol
manner in which be dealt with every difficuit point, were the general
topics of conversation, and such was the confidenca displayed in
Mr Blake as a jurist, that the leading lawyers on both sides in their
cocindiog remarks expresgad themselves as satisfied with the coming
decision whatevar it might be. This splendid reputation received ita
crowning stone when Mr Blake, on the eve of his departure, wound up
try delivering a great speech on the Home Rome movemeut in the Opera
HAvuse, which stamped him as one of the most distingnished men who
hag yet visited the colonies, Aas secretary of the local branch of ihe
Irish National Wederation, I at cnce made the hon gentleman's
acquaintance on his arrival, and, to my great pleasvre, found myself
quite at home with bim ; so muech 8o, that I ventared to agk him (as
isstrueted) to deliver ao address on the Home Ruls guestion, which
he consented to do oo my coaviocing bim of the good it would cer
teinly produce. The address was delivered to & large and apprecia-
tiv: andience, notwithstanding the bad weather that prevailed. His
Worehip the Mayor ocoupied the chair, and the Premier of tha
Colony was amouogst those on the platform. The latter declared the
speech to be the best he bad ever listened to, A large number of
those presant were English, Scoteh, and Coloninl, of the wealthler
class of our ¢ity, who availed themselves of the opportunity of hearing
an oration from ose who bad already won pgolden opinions es an
expert in railway arbitration matters. The audience were held spell-
bonod for nearly two hours. The powerful and eonvinging erga-
ments, 80 &dmirably arranged, and couched in beantiful langnage
went siraight bome to the hearts of thoss pressnt. Ia desling with the
religions question he waaespecially effsctive, Insledge-hammer fashion
he knocked Lo pmithereens the neual stock arguments, and convinced
them ag far as possible, that his Catholie fellow-countrymen could
not at least be charged with the sin of religious intolerance, It haa
done  large amount of good, made many converts, and cleared the
atmosphere of many prejudicce, Those who looked on Home Rula
and ite leaders with dietruet, say to themaelves, that the canse that
possesses such advocates must be good, and muet goea prevail. It
was 5 great oratorical treat, and pronouced by competent judgea to
be not alone the best statement of the Irish Quesion delivered here,
but the best speech delivered in the colonies on any subject. 1t hag
jus'1fied our bumble efforts in the past, and made them easier for the
future, I am,ete., WILLIAM P, HEALY, hon sceretary Irieb National]
Federation, Wellington, New Zealand —DP.3. A sterling son of Tip-
pernty is app inted to represent us ai the greal conventioo,

170t 1-
Predsl NoLE ADDRESS—

148 Armagh Street, vearly onposite O'Bries's Boot Factory, CHRISTCHYROH,



