
OPINIONS UPON THE SITUATION AT HOME.
An interviewwhich willbe read withinterest byourreaders through-
out New Zealand has been granted by Mr Davitt to the Freeman's
Journal. A representative of that paper called upon the distin-guished traveller athis house in Ballybrack,County Dublin,with the
followingresult :—

THE IBISH IN AUSTRALASIA.
Reporter— The readers of the freeman's Journalwill be much

interested to learn something of your impressions of Australia, MrDavitt, and your opinionson the situationhere.
Mr Davitt— Well, "impressions of Australia" and "opinionsupon the situation" makeup whatmight be truly called "a largeorder." Unless you wantme tooccupy a wholepage of theFreemanyou mußt be satisfied with amuch less ambitiousinterview. Icouldonly hope todo justice to the firet partof your request by attempting

to write a book of travel, while the more pressing question could
well demand all the space your paper can &pare in these stirring
"war" times. Allow me to say,however, that Ihave bad a very
good time in Australasia,and that Ihave come back delighted with
these colonies;andespecially with our people oat there— the Irish
part of their population and its offspring. Ifeel prouder of ourgrand old Celtic race and more hopefulof its future progress aftermy experiences at the antipodes. There is not oo the face of theearth to-day a warmer-hearted or more generous people thanourkithand kin of the colonies, And they areso true to the old Fatherlandin feelingand in everything which goes to make theCeltic people
conspicuous for their domestic virtues and social qualities, while atthe same time they are showing themselves to be at least the equals
of the other races represented in the sevenColoniesin all the intel-lectual, professional and industrialpursuitsof thesenew communities.One must come home strengthened and encouraged in the nationalstraggle after seeing the two Irelaods of Australasia and America,
andcounting all that this must mean in our battlefor Home Rule.

IBISH FEELING IN THE COLONIES.
Reporter— What is the state of feeling in the colonies on thedivisions in the Parliamentary ranks?"
Mr Davitt— Two words will fully answer your question—dis-

couragement and disgust. Let me relate two incidents which
occurred inmy tour, to illustrate the depth of angry feeling on this
matter among our friends. Iwas visiting some sugar plantations
near Port Mackay, in Queensland, one day with the object of study-ing the Kanaka labour question, Driving along with some friends
we observed an old man hailing us from a canefield. We halted
until he camealongside. He wasan old Clareman, who hadbean in
Australia for forty years. «' In the name of God, sir," said (the oldfellow, addressingme right off, "have ye no thought for the Irish
abroad inyour minds at Home ? If ye cannot Btop your shamefulwranglings and dissensions on patrioticgrounds,do spare us theshame
and humiliation which it all inflicts upon themajority of theIrishrace in the worldoutsideof Ireland." TheotherincidenthappenedwhileIwasstayinga brief time atHonolulu,in the HawaianIslands. Going
down the main street of that lovely city Iwasstopped by aman who
said he thought be knew me- He had attended a meeting which I
addressed in Drogheda in 1881, which CliffordLloyd had attempted
tosuppress. My friend's name was Hughes,Ithink. He spoke at
once about the split at Home and repeated,in other words the
prayer of the old Queenslander, adding, " Surely, sir, all common
sensehas not left Ireland yet,and if there is any of it remaining in
the minds of those whoappear to have lost all true national feeling,
theremust be union soon, with Lord Salisbury and Mr Chamberlain
inpower." These incidents fully reflect all that is said and thought
by our friends everywhereIwent in my journeyings through the
seven Australasian colonies and on my way home through America.And Ican add this commentupon that state of feeling:Iam-con-vinced that unless there is unionnow, when everything seems to workby wayof incentive for it, whea our deadly political enemies arebeing arraigned before the bar of universal public opinion ;nofutureconstitutional movement here in Ireland will obtain sanction orsupport from theIrish race abroad.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET Friday,March G 18S?6
brought near the eye the pieceof steel wasdrawn from its bed, and
attached itself to the magnet, and the eye will be saved. That
is scientificsurgery.

Littlt Princess Ena of Battenberg(says the Bombay Catholic
Examiner') is credited with a rather smart saying. Like other smallPrincesses, she has begun the study of Europeanlasguages early,aod
already speaksFrench aod German withconsiderable fluency, But
the other day, whenher patientgoverness began to teachher someItalian phrases,her Royal Highness very nearly struck.

"
Grand-mamma makes me say 'Thank you

'
when she gives me anything,"

she exclaimed,"and father 'Ichdanke Ihnm.' Then you used totell me tosay 'Merci,' and now it's something else I What a lotofdifferent nays theremust beof talking /"

MICHAEL DAVITT, M.P., AT HOME.
IMPRESSIONS OF THE ANTIPODES.

Why areonrBrothers and Nuns so solicitous about theplacing
of picturesof onr Divioe Lord andHis saints in conspicuous and
honoured places in every schoolroom? The following poem gives
theanswer :—

THE FACE.
A master artist of the Christian School,
Held allhis pupi's to the lofty rule;"Who sketches Mary, Cbiist, a child, or saint."
Must liveabovereproach,and free from taint."
One day there came a youth of noble name
(But sin's dark visage shadowed now his fame).
Andbegged the master give him place and time
Topnrge away theblackness of his crime.
The master asked if he the rule did know,
And wouldbe bide itI Bowing very low,
While crimsonblushesshowed his direful guilt,
The novicesaid: "Itshall be as thou wilt."
11 Then sketch this face 1" was all the artist said.
And placedbefore him guilty Judas' head,
Appalledby what themaster there had wrought,
The pupilstood with troubledmein and thought.
That night themasterreading, found this truth."Things oftenseen will change the life inyouth,
And what wemost admire will often be
The very things toshapeour destiny."
"My rale is wrong1

"
the artist slowly mused;"I'll changemy plan, my pupilI'veabused I"

So wben,next day, the pupil took his place,
Instead of Judas, there wasJesus' face.
He could not lifthis brush, but stood abashed
Before thematchless love that canvas flashed,
Day after day he ponderedo'er his art,
Tillthat sweet love of Christ had won his heart.
Then, when the vision of his Lord had come;
And all the darkness of his life had gone;
He copied,not the lines the master made,
But those thatonhis very heart were laid.

Report has it that the Queensland police are shortly to be
supplied with a new uniform

—
white trousers,neat coat,and white

helmet.

The river Clyde,of which the Scotch are justly proud, wasat the
beginning of the century but a email, shallow stream, but by
magnificent engineering at a fabulous cost it to-day floats the
great ships of the world. An American sea captain at Glasgow
waslistening to a resilent dilatingupon the Clyde, wben he inter-
rupted him rather contemptuously: "Rivers? Why, yon haven't
room enough in this country for rivers I The Mississippi, the
Missouri, theHudeon, the Columb'a are what we call rivers." "I
know that," said the Scotchman, perfectly undisturbed, "but God
Almighty made your rivers ;we made the Clyde."

"What can you tell me about St Paul?" asked an examiner at
Oxford. "He was also called Saul, and was brought up at the feet
of Gamaliel," "Quiteright. And who was Gamaliel?" This was
too much for the budding B.A. "A mountain in Galilee," was the
brilliant rejoinder.

The very lateßt "record" which the Yankees claim to have
broken (lays the Glasgow Mail) is for the biggest man on earth.
The Yankee giant has been founddead at SanDiego, Cal. He must
havebeen aboutnine feet high in life. This makes allowancefor the
shrinkage, which may be pretty closely calculated. The mummy is
that of an Indian. Its preservation is no matter for gnrprise. In
that arid region the atmospheric conditions are Buch that a corpse
buriedin the dry season might very well become perfectly desiccated
before the arrival of the rains, and thus be rendered perfectly proof
"gainst decay. The body was found in a cave by a party of pros-
pectors. It has been stated that this man must have surpassed in
height any giant of whom there is historical record.

Cos talciPasha Anthop^ulus, who has been appointed to succeed
the late Rustem Paeba as Ottoman Ambassador at the Court of St
James's is like his two predece sors

—
Musurus and Kuatem

—
a

Christian. A Greek by extraction, he wasbornat Constantinoplein
the thirties, and waseducated in that city.

The latest surgical feat,— We learn from a contemporary that
apiece of steel was driven into che eye of JosephBrown, of Plain-
flold,New Jersey. It wasembedded deep in the eye,and could not
be extracted by cutting without the entire loss of the eye. At the
Bye and Bar Infirmary of New Yorkthey applied apowerfulmagnet,
whichwillhold up one hundred pounds. When the magnet was
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