
(From our ownCorrespondents
HARVEST RESULT.

In the Klleßmcre and surrounding districts a large number of thresh-
ing mrchines are now at work. But, asmany crops which promised
well before the recent north-westers Bet iD,have been badly shake^
anda gooddeal of the wheat that remains is considerably shrivillcd,
tberesult of the threshing is often veryunsatisfac'ory. The stubble,
owing to the dry weather, is scarcely worth feediDg off, and farmers
are ploughing it in as quickly aspossible.

SIR WESTBY PKROEVAL.
It is Baid, says a local newspaper, that Sir Westby Perceval has

been offeredhigh office in the Colonial Government. At preeent be
had decided nothing. But he may be debating to re-enter public
life inNew Zealand, or togo in for a seat in the Imperial Parlia-
ment. Either the Liberals or Tories would jump at him, and he has
got just tbe debating style that the House of Commons likes. On
the other hard, the Prime Minister's berth probably awaits him in
the Colony, For the Mr Perceval who left New Zealand some yeara
ago, and tbe Sir Weßtby Perceval who will return are two very
different individuals. The Assembly will recognise his weight at
ODce.

THE WAR SHIPS
The flag-Bhip Orlando, with Rtar-Admiral C. A. G.Bridge, the

Wallaroo, and the Ringarooma, arrived in Port Lyttelton on Thurs-
day morning last. The Katoomba, who arrived earlier during the
week, is another of the seven fast cruisers of the Australian auxiliary
Equadron. The Orlando came up the harbour first, andas she passed
Officer's Point she wbb greeted by the Katoomba,moored near the
dock, with a salute of fifteen guns. The fUgship replied with five
guns. Ah booo as the three vessels were moored, a party, consisting
of Mr J. Jojce, M.H.R., chairman of the LytteltonHarbour Board,
also other members of the board; and Mr J. Stinsoo, the Mayor of
Lyttelton, and members of the Lyttelton borough council, paid a

included letters of condolence at the loss sustained by tbe society
through the deathof tbe late Brother W. O'Sbaugnnessy,b'bo a letter
from Brother Beeham (Auckland) re suggestion of an art-nion was
read and dealt with. The president reported that everythirg in con-
nection with the proppedbaDquet was in a forward state. A can-
didate for membership wasproposed,and when tbe ordinary routine
business had been attended to the branch adjourned,

THE BISHOP.
The Right Rev Dr Grimes, accompanied by the Rev Father 0.

M. Browne, arrived on Ash Wednesday in Abaura, on the West
Coast, and on the following day proceededat occe with the episcopal
visitaticn. The Rev Father Browne preached also a 6hort mission,
and the church wascrowded to excess eacn evening by persona who
came to listen to the instructions and frequent the Sacraments. Oa
the following Monday the Bishop and Father Browne set out for
Nelson's Creek, and on Sunday last they were at Totara Flat. At
both the c places the visitation anda mission took place. The Rev
Father Browne, whncomes from America, and therefore must have
witnessed much of the magnificent scenery of other lands, was quite
delighted with the natural glories of the West Coast. On his way to
the Coasc he had to pass through the vertebraof New Zealand, and
he conßiiers the scenery, which frequently met his vision to be
unequalled.

PAROCHIAL,

On Tuesday next the clergy cf the Christchurch deanery will
meet at the Catholic Presbytery at Darfield for thequarterly ecclesias-
tical conference.

Mass was said at St Mary's, to which parish the deceased
belonged, also at tbePro-cathedral on t-unday last for the repoae o£
the soul of the late Mr J. Murray, licensee of the New Brighton
Hotel,and one of tbe three person0,wholost their lives by the fatal
boating accident at Sumner on Friday evening last. For the same
intention Mass wassaid at St Mary's on Monday morning last, and
on the afternoon of the same day the remainß of Mr Murray were
interred in the Linwood public cemetery. Mr Murray was about
thirty-two years of age.— RI.P.

The Bey Father kahili, of Wilcannia, New South Wales, is at
present the guest of the Very B/iV Father Cummingp. The Rev
Father Galile calle iat the presbytery at the Pro-cathedral on his way
home via Duaedin and Hjbart.

A very successful mieting, which waiattended by about fifteen
gentlemen andabout seventy ladus, took place on Buni]av af ernoon
last in the Convent cf our Lidy of Missions, in Baibadoes street,
The Very Re? t^aiber Cummings occupied the chair, and the object
of the meeting was to devise some meansof aiding the Smtera to
advance tbenoble work wherein they are erjgiged. Mr B. O'Connor,
J.P., wasappointedsecretary, and Mrs Bryant, vice-spcretary, and it
was arranged that in the month of Oc obf r or November next a
baz ar or art-union should take place. A strong cornmi t*e ci ladies
and gentlemen was formid to carry out this praiseworthy woik.
Moreover, a very excellent execu'ive cmmittee was elected by tbe
general committee. Ell ctual measures were taken towards ispuing
immediately books of art-union tickets, and tbe committee firmly
trust,now that themovement has begun, that it will end very success-
fully, and thus enable tbe good Sintero, who for over thirty years
have been labouring in educating the female youth of the Colony
and in extending tbeir useful npintu.il and ma enal aid to the sick
and destitute of ihe diocese, to proceed with the work which they
have so longand so well advanced. The committee alfo trust that
the young ladiee, and they are very numerous, who have had ihe
great acivon age to be trained by the Slaters, will not forget their
kind instructors, but assist th m by taking an acuvepart in the pre-
sent movement. The very iev chanman spoke at some length of tbe
t;reat obligations of the Catholic people of the ra'iah toward3the
Sisters of He mission. Mr W. P. Kelly spc ks strongyin favour of
the movement, and judging from thj avsistauce promised, and from
the general tenor of the fathering, tr c commitee have reason to
exptci fully that their efforts will be crowned with a thoiough
success. When a cordial vote of thanks had bten accorded to the
Very Rev Chairman for presiding on the occasion the meeting
adjourned until Sunday af.emoon nexh.

AfterHigh Mass, which was celebrated by Fither Gal me,at the
prc-Ca hedral on Sunday last there was exposition of the Blesßed
Sacrament, and a so'emn procession of the simp in the evening
around the interior of the sacred ei'inc. The V<jry Rev Fathar
Cummings preached on the t-ccasion a very impressive and instruc-
tive sermon on the words:

"'
It is good for us to be here," which

occur inthe Gospel for that Sunday.

visit *o the Admiral, who, in the course of his remarkp, in reply to
anaddress which was read to him, said :—":

— "
The welcome and pleas-

iDg address with which he had been presented, alluded to the navy,
Bnd be might Bay that at the present time the navy was ina most
efficient state, Although, in bis opinion the navy wss not able to
protect the whole of England's vast dominions, he wasconfident that
no power, or combination of powers, would be able to tear a portion
of this or any other colony away from Great Britain. While saying
this be reminded them that the navy would probably never be able
to do more than atpresent. There were gaps in the line of defence,
and these gaps the various local authuiities would have tobear a
hand ineffectually rilling up. He understood that the defences of
New Zealand were at present receiving attention. This was one
Btep towards filling up the gpps he bad mentioned," Needlesß to
say, the advent of the war stips has excited much interest in naval
and military matterp, and during the sc j *urn of the vessels the Port
hsß been greatly throrjged with visitors.

ST PATRICK'S DAY.

The St Patrick's Day celebration committee of the H.A.C.B.S-
mit in the Hibernian Hall on Tuesday evening last. Tuere wasa
large attendance, and the president,Brother P,Buike,cccupied the
chair. The Very Ret Father Cummings and anumber of ladies were
also present. Tickets for the banquet were distributed, and members
and their friends areexpected to do their best to make the celebra-
tiona thorough Ruccess. The catering wasamnged for, and a sub-
committee was appointedto prepare a toast lntand a nautical pro-
gramme. The sub-committee subsequently met,and instructed the
secretary to write to several of the clergy and to other gentlemen
inviting them to respond to the various toasf, A number of ladies
have promised the movement a large amount of support. It is
therefore anticipated that the local celebration of St Patrick's D^y
will be a red letter day in (. hrißtchurch, The President presided on
Monday evening week at an ordinary meetingof the branch which
was heldin the sameplace. Sick pay to the amount of £4 10j was
voted;and there wasa voluminous amount of correspondence,which
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OUR WORD FOR IT,
The tide issetting Btrongly in the direction of a Profperous Season. Yet,some will c mplain. There is no use in complaining.
If we were to sell people common Boots and charge abig price for them they would not return. We sell Boots that fit well,
look well, and wear a reasonable time, and customers are anchored thereby. They are " ours," so to speak. They come a
second anda third time, andsteadily on. Our profits are squeezeddown to the lowest point, bo don't fear on that score.

CITY BOOT PALACE,
GEORGE AND ST, ANDREW STREETS.

J. M'KAY, Proprietor.

NPW 7P3111 1Tl fl PaiTIPFI fA Ccta-on.. ID-a.Xi.eca.in.. (Inapest and Best Adornment of Pliot.^uphic Goods;aJI
Hl/n iiOaillllU V;ttlllCltt UVi, th(,Lacf Noveltic8

_ platl.Bt rapcrS) Cameras, Developing, Printing and Repairs. LarSeßtSeBt
Dark Room inNew Zealand. Free toTourißts Telephone60.


