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{From Contemporaries,)

MICHAEL DAVITT ON THE VENEZUELA DIFRICULYY.
MricuasL DAVITT spoke at 8an Francisco on the prospect ot war in
connection with the Veoezuela difficulty :—" I do not believe that
there s the slightest poseibility of any actgal eonflict between the
United Btates and Great Britain over this quastion. Lord 8elisbury
is known in Gireat Britain and Ireland as a bully, whose policy when
he has been at the head of toe Government bas been to try aud
intimidate little nstioss and powera thoughout the world. He has
been able to do this with impnaity heretofore, but now be fieds that
behind littie Ven zuela stands America, and he will discover that he
will not be allowed to carry on the same policy toward this emall
state in Sonth America that he and other Hnglish statesmen have
carried oul toward weak people and emallgovernments in otber parte
of the world.”

IRISH RAIN.

I must allow that it somatimes raina in Iteland, but Irish rain is
a0t quite hike oth: ¢ rain, It is, a8 & rule, softer thau rain elsewhere
and, if the trath must be told, I like rain, 80 long as ooe has oot to
eay, " PFor the rain it raineth every day.” Irish weather is notso
much capricious ae coguatigh., It likes to plague you, if but to pre-
pare you to enjoy the more ite sanny, melting mood, It will weep
pod wail all night, and lo| the cext morning Ireland is one sweet
amile, and seems to gay : * Is it raining I wua yesterday ?  Ah, thea,
I'll raiu oo more.” And the raaneis leap and langh, and the pastures
and very etone walls glisten; the larks csrol om their celestial
journey ; there i & pungent, healthy smcll of dryinp peat ; the moun-
taine are all dimpled with the joy of life end sunshire ; the Inke lies
perfectly still, content to refiect the overbanging face of beaven,—
Blackweod,

CYCLIST JACK GREEN,

The ubiquitous Irishman is to the fore with a sensational eycle
performance. His name is Jack Green—good neme for a native of
the Emerald Isle—saad he is credited with knocking off & straighta.
way mile with flying start in the marvellons time of 1 minnte, 28
»conds, He is a mere yontb, is Jack, and said 10 be bubbling over
with Celtic life and spirit.

AN AMERICAN BISHOP ON THE BTATE OF IRELAND.

Bighop Burkeof Albany, U.B.A, 4 perdonal friend uf the late Bishop
Moran, who recently vis ted Karope thus spoke ta the Argus nter-
wiewer, of the Btate of Iicland :(— ¢ On urniving in Boutuumpton I
went to Loudon, and then to Dublin, where 1 rpout a week, Whils
Isaw prospecs «f 1mprovement in lrelant [ wae soiry to see signe
of greal poverty and sull mors sorey to witness the dissen.-ivns and
fights among those whose united action ornly couid hope to obtain
Home BRule for Ireland. 7The leaders are fighting among thumaelves
acd while these conditiona continue there 18 no hope for Home Bule,
whbich, I may state right bere, is no way in prospeet,

THE MEMOIRS OF FATHER JAMES HEALY.

A very cordi ] weleoms baa been given tu  The Memoirs of Futher
Healy of Little Bray,” pablished by Messra Bently, Tue auborgnp
in oot sta‘ed in the book iself, but it 18 openly acknowl dged by
tbose who ooght to kouw 1hat these genial pages are hiom the pen of
Mr Fuzpainck, of * Secret Bervice " fame, wuose deatn, curiously
enough, occurred & day ur twu befure the publication,  Faiher
Heoaly's pame bas lopg beeo great in the surals of wit, and the
volume now placed in the haods of the public wiil enbance & r-.uta-
tion that ie, 1n trath, worid-wide., Awobe reviewer tellw us, Farther
Healy was as prohfic of precioue sparkle as the good lhittle girl i the
fairy tale who 1alked pearls ard diam nda  But he scattered bis
j+wela with such car.less profusion th.d, like the beroliea veck aee of
which Vivies tel s 1o tue # Liyils of the King,” the gems h.ve rolied
away into all sorts of out of the way bhules and corners.

BISHQOP NULTY OF MEATH BELIEVE3 THOMAS SEXTON
S8HOULD BE IRISH LEADER.

At a banguet 10 Mullingar o bhis hononr, Bishop Nulty, alier
referring 10 the work done wheo Irieb members were united, and the
evils of present dissestion, apose as follows :—

" CLOBE UP YOUR EANER"

#] gay to the gentlemao that comprige thy Ingh party, ‘Ciose up
your rank:’ (cheerg) | lay seide your d ferences ; you are k!l united
in oo® common interest—the interest of your conntry—snnd (he chiel
guestions of pelitics, Wbat 19 the force that divides yoo sod splie
you op inte two or three distinct factions? (A volee: » Self.’)
Persunal snLipatuis, personal feslings, personal ju.lousics, If you
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doa't lay aside these ‘perscnsl jeslonsies, well, as bononrable men,
vagate ycur positions, resign en masss, and make way for other men
to take your place, and do not be like the dog in the mabpger
(lsughter} doing no good youreelves, and pr. veating others Ir.m doing
it either.’ OQur country has the right of saying to itsa Parliamentary,
repregentatives at the present moment what the master of the vineyard
said to,the barren fig-tree, ¢ Three years have I comelooking for frait off
this tree, and I have found none. Boot it np ; why ebould it comber
the ground any longetr,' Oor couctry should say to its Parliamentary
representatives, * Threa years we have come lookivg for froit from
your laboura and have found none, thetefore let ye be caat ont of the
vineyard ; jou are no use any longer ; make way for other men who
wili take your place and serve me much better thau you will,”
EXPULSION OF MA& T. M, HEALY,

Referring to the expalsion of Mr T, Healy frem the Irish Par.
linmentary pasrty, His Lordehip said :  When I was summoned
dragged before the civil iribunals of the country, and put, as it were
in the dock, 1n the p.esence of Judge O'Brien—(hiases)-—ard kept
there a whole week, I may say, listening to myself calumniated, slan-
dered, and defamed, and when L dare not open my moath to defend
mydelf ; when a Parnsllita press was fall to overflawing of the most
scandalcus abuse of me and my priests and people, until aft-r a time
my priests and I were the most giandered and blackened body of
men in the world, the Ballivans and the Healys came to onr defepce,
Mr Bullivan and Mr Healy, two Queen’s Counsel, stood in the breach
and defended me. I listened to that defence. I never heard such
marvellous eloguence, such powetful reasoning, soch irresistible
argument from eny living man as Idid from Tim Healy on that
occasion, How could I torn my back on such & man withont suffie
cient evidenoe~I could not do it, I eay the mejority of the Parlia-
mentary party made s mistake, and they had no right to expel bim,
because he was guilty of vo orime. , , . . Therelore 1 ssy to
the gentlemen of tha Parliamentary party—make up your differences,
you are all agreed on the main priaciples of politics ; make up your
differences lay aside your snimogities and jealonsies, become united
again as one men (applause) and if not willing to do that, in the
name of God resign your positions, and make way for other men that
will do 8o (cheers). What would I suggest? , ., . . I would
Anggest this.  When the wvenerable chairman of the present
party retires—and 1 heard he intended to retire, for he ia
old, like myeelf, and ie ill-health—1t eppears to me that
tbe man who ought to take bis place in ihe chairmansbip of the
Parliamentary party is Thomas Sexton (ioud and continued applauie),
Now, gentlemen, [ know vothing of Mr Bexton ; I never spoke to
bim ; f I met him there I would not know him; I know pothing
whatever of him except in his public capicity as a Parliamentary
representative of the country ; but m every way in which I knew
him I never failed to admire bim, He s 8 man of distiguighed and
extraordinary gifte I read his epreches, and they ars modelled in
the purest snd noblest elcquence I ever read in any language. Heis
the most eloquent speaker 1o the House of Commons, except, perhaps,
when Mr Gladstone was there, He iy 8 most experienced statesman
and a maiversally ekilled financier. . . Sexton is thoroughly
well prepared on the land question, while on the education question
I do not believe there is a muan in all Ireland that the bishops and
prieats have mors coofi lence in thun Thomas Bexton. Then, he did
not take an active, or, at any rate, an exasperating or irritating part
1o the action tak-n against Mr Healy, Asserting our rights and
redressing onr wrongs, S xton id the man, There ia Do man better
acguainted with the ruics of the House of Commons  He bas every-
thing at his fiiger.’ ende, an answar for evary adveraary to confute
und confound him, Tie country ¢anaot dispense with his services,
netther can it dispense wi b the services of Tim Healy, [ would sy
that 8ex'on, Healy, nnd D1l on are threa men tbat are indisp-naable
101 the in erest of the coantry,”

THE NLW CATH LIC CHURCH, WEST PLAINS.
e
THOUGH we hava littte to say 1n praise of our clima'e (says the
Southland Times) unlesw when we hear it aboeed by strangers, it is
evident tuaf settiement has of late yeara made wonderfal progress in
this part of the Colony, notwithstanting the raioe and tbe winds of
Muribikn, Tnere 18 aleo every raason to thick that ssttlers are, on
the whole, epjoying a degree of material comfurt scarc: ly dreamt of
by the hardy plonecrs of the early days. Evidences of progress and
prosperity are met with cno all evdes, north and west the indications
are particulariy maiked, A d z n years ago the West Plaina district
presented » very different picture to toat whizh meetsthe eye to-day,
The tussocked p'ainand virgin bush ere a thing of 1he past, A
grand forest of majestic pines—once aale home of the hanted kaka
—har disappearid, a1d nnoth t sceue, lase picturesque and romantie,
though more homely and duirer, usurps ite place, Comlorisble bome-
stencta £ prosporous sectlers, wow enjoying a plentifal retorn for
yrais of toil und labour, are the order of the day, Hers and there
a few charred stumpaof some p1ants of the foreat remain as evidenca
of how great had been tho contes: between mn and nature. Ag ap
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