
The picturesque and historic Church of Notre Dame des
V.ctoirep, in the Hue de la Licence,Brussels, ia about to be restored.
It wae founded early in the fourteenth century by the Guild of
Croßsbowme", and contains s< veral ancient monuments, notably
those of Counts Kgmont and Hoorn,*ho are represented on their
way to execution. The statues of these pairiotic noblemen are
eiill to be seen on the square oppoite the Hotel de Ville, the very
Bite of the spot where they v»ere done todeath.

NEW SfcALANt) TABLET flriday, Febroary 14 18b6
Here is a profitab'e item for the "new woman's "considera-

tion:—"The Queen of Portugal is setting a noble example to her
subjects by devotingherself to the studyof medicine. She ia skilled
in botany and familiar with the nnrvels of tbe microscope,andis
confident that har appearance as a careful student, and no mores
fastidious than a Sister of Charity, will widen the sphereof useful-
ness of her sex. She is a better educated woman thanmost of the
uppciclass in her kingdom, and speaks fluently French, English,
Spanish and Italian."

A shrewd old farmer, full of fun and mischief, once overreached
a jeweller in some transaction, and the jeweller complained of the
wayin which he badbeen treated.

" Well, I'll tell you what I'll do
with you,"said the farmer ;" I'll sell you my live stock athalf-a-
crown a head,and I'll let you comeand count them yourself." The
bargain was struck,and the day was appointed tocount andhand
over the stock. The grasping jeweller and bis assistants in due
course arrived at the farm. They totalled up horses, cattle,sheep,
hogs and the rest. The jeweller then asked when he would remove
the stocK. " Bide a wee,bide a wee," said the keen old farmer,"Youhaven't seen themall yet." He thenled the party close op to
a dozen beehives, overturne1 one of the hives with his foot and
amid the yells of the flying party, tbe farmer washeard shouting :—:

—
"Countnow, yourascals."

The new Rector of the American College, Rome, is the Rev
WilliamH.O'Connell,oneof the younger priestsof tbe Arch-diocese
of Boston. He waß an alumnus of the College where he is now
Rector. FatherO'Conuell was ordained in 1884. After his retnrn
to America he did parochial work in a couple of parishes, His
masterly lectures laßt year at the Plattsburg Summer School gave
him great prominence. He is a polished speaker and an enthusiast
in educational matters,

Mr Thomas AlvaEdison, with a view to coming war, has turned
his attention to the mnnufacture of new life-destroying machines.
Eke ricity, of course, is to pKy ;tiimportant part in the new inven-
tions. He can with a few men, control a machine by which water,
charged wi h 5000 volts,cau be made more deadly than bullets.
Reporthas it that be has invented electric cables to draw round a
beleagured city, dealing deata to all who touch them;also guns
for firing dynamite,balloons for dropping infernal machines,and
other destructive appliances which will revolutionise modern war-
fare.

with high honours. Sjven of the 14 also qualified for matriculation.
Two obtainedUniversity Medals for first places inLatin and Greek-
We have mentioned a few of the many distinctions obtained by tbe
students. Uniformly excellent results presuppose thoroughness in
system. It is gratifying tonote the continued progress of Catholic
colleges in Australasia. ErTdo'ive teaching as ehown by brilliant
public results is a decided protest against the generjl injustice to
Catholics in thematter of education.

A COBEESPONDENT in Australia is desirous of
obtaining items in connecioti with ex-priestr.
Here isan «xtract from ihe Boston Pilot that will

givehim pleasure:—":
— "

Father Leon Bouland, apriest well known in
New England, who left the Cburch seven years ago for the Protes-
tant Episcopal communion, made his retraction of heresy and pro-
feshion of faith in the hands of the Very Rev William O'Brien, 8 J,,
Provincial of the Jesuits. He is now making a retreat,and hopes
thereafter to be restored to the exercise of his priestly powers, and
to minister to American Catholics of French origin, repairing by his
leal and virtue the scandal which his defectionhad caused. While
separated from the Church, Father Bculand was made much of by
Episcopalians,and employed in various positions of trust. His ex-
perience of the dissensions among Protestants seems to have rectified
bit mind, convincing him of the need of a supreme, infallible teach-
ing voicein the Church, A few weeks ago, 'stricken with remorse,1'
as be pots it, 'for therash and unintelligible step'he had taken, he
applied to Mgr Satolli to ba received back to the bosom of the
Church. His Excellency gave the case into the hands of Father
Pardow, and satisfied with the distinguished Jesuit's report,author-
ised him to receive Father Boland's retraction, and admit him to the
Sacraments. Father Boland, in his statementof the case, says:

— '
It

had been Btated that after leaving the Church Imarried. This I
declare to be absolutely false. Iretract fully and unreservedly the
letttr Iwrote to the Sovereigh Pontiff, Leo XIII.,on April 12,1888,
in which Istated ruy so-called

"
Reasons for leaving the Church of

Rome." These rrasons wnrr all false. Ihave met with treat kind,
ness on t're part of Episcipi'iin", Cnngregationa ipt ,and othir no.
Ontholics, at '1 1 hope th it my return to tho Church w.l' cause Borne

of them, at leant, to conp'der tho ground un wbicn ituy stand and
tleir adherence 'o * i'Lurch whichInave tested practically forseven
years acid found wanting.

"

Mr John Morley, a1 a meeting in Newcastle-on-Tyne, said :
-

"The Irish cause has nine lives and more." A defeat, with Mr
Morley,doesnot spell ruin.

Tbe heroof the 310 mile sick call ride turnsup aga;n. A wrier
in tbe Antigonish (N.S.) Casket, referring to the famous ride of
Father Begley across the Texas prairies,says :— " We bavd heard of
the ac'uiil riding only ;wa know nothing of Us after tfE-cts upon
brave Father Begley. A friend of mind lells me he once, agr at
many yearß ago, rode 70 miles for a doctor. Up to that time he
thoughthe nevercould get enough riding,but he has never cared to
Bit in a saddle since, His feet were sore for 12 months afterwards.
After bearing his btoryIcan better appreciate the magnitude of
Father Begley's performance."

A number if '.he collu rs were discussing traic prosp cts in a
Yorkshire inn whenone of their n-imber, kiown to h's pals as the
Cockney, with a scowl at bin vit d vis, "a man fr*e G'eeca," thu«
delivered himself : "Tell y^u what, macs, we'd 'aye pit nty woik and
good wag''B in this Eus^Un lif less tic/chmaa cjm'dsouth." To thin
the Glaswegian made a c ingirig retort. The men sprang to their
fee', andonce more tbe Thistle and the Rose wrestled. At lengih,
during a pause in tbe fight, the Cockney remarked, "Well, 1be a
greatfool to be foightin' on this ere bubjeck, for I'mIrish Iam." "Are
you ?" replied his opponent. "

Toat bates all, for I'm Irish, too,"

Most of tbe churches in Pans were crowded longbifore thehour
or the miiinight Mass last Uhns'mas. At St Eustache, StRoch, and

a few old churches the familiar straino of AdamVs
'

Ntiii
"

were
heard;but for these hadbieJ substi uted in many other churches a
new Christmas hymn composed by M. Rou6seau, organist of St
Clotildo, in the Faubourg St Germain This is a very simp'e song,
set to plain music, an1 is intended to illustrate btt er than more
elaborate compositions of the kind the story of Bethlehem. On
Christmas Day tha c'.urches of the Madelsine, bt Augustin, th"
Triniie and St Rooh, as well as Nocre Dame, were well attended.

Ridiculousanswers toeasy questions are frequently to be met
with in newspapers. Reader?, amueed for the moment, hare gene-
rally a feeling that the ben trovato e'eooent isnot wanting. " Deci-
dedly amusing, but really too good to be true," is often the verdict.
Oqc sometimes, however, comes across answers that illustrate the
saying i\ at truth is occasionally stranger than fiction. The Western,
Mail of England, as we learn from the London Tablet, gives iti
readers a case in point :—":

— "
Boys were advertised for as if to fill a

certainpost, andout of the deluge of replies,all in the handwriting
of the applicants, eight were selected for an examination by a
Goverument officiai. Tbe ages of the lads ranged from 13^ years to
15 yexrs11months; not one had been to school for less thaneight
yuars;o"e was in the sixth staniari on leaving school, five in the
seventh; the others are not spjcified ; all of them were bright
lookiDg. intelligent lads. The examination was merely a simple
test of elementary knowledge in the four subjects of handwriting,
spelling, arithmetic and geography. One wasmarked " fairly good

"
inhandwriting, three were

"
good

"
in spelling, all were" weak

"or
with " practically no knowledge

"
in arithmetic ; the beßt in geo-

graphy was " fairly good." Butit may be argued (says the Western
Mail) that the questions were too far advanced for boys of the above
age. Inrep'y we may Bay that we have seen both the questions and
the answers, and can vouch for the simplicity of the former,not in
fome, but in all caeee. Indeed, the absolutely elementarycharacter
of the examination may be inferred from the fact that the candi-
dates were examined only in four subjects. The fact is, incredible
!as it may appear, the boys showei a wantof knowledge and training
simply astounding in lads of their age and advantages. Below are
given two of the questions set in geography, with tbe answers of
one ot the boys, which area fair speoimsnof most of the others :—

Describe theposition of tlie following seaports:
Question Answer

New York ...In West of England
Hamburg . . .InSouth of Scotland,
Melbourne . . .InSouth America.
Alexandria . . . Lies near the coastof Eogland

Of whatcountry is each of the folloicing the capital:
Question Answer

Belgrade . , . Russia
Madrid . . . Italy.
Athens . . . New Zealand or France.
Amete;d*m . . . America.
Brussels . . . Ireland.
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ODDS AND ENDS.

I nHnnO 182 Colombo Street, Triangle,Christchurch (next Laugdon and Stcol). Fish, Poultry,etc, fresh everymom-
Uj jJUUUui nin>->- Hotels supplied ut reduced rates. A niceLunch, Tea or Supper for Is. Oyster Soug at allhours.

SPECIAL :6 Tickets for ss,availableany time. All ordeid promptly delivered. TelephoneNo. 174. FOTB A.DDBIHJ,


