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Bublin  Hotes,

(From Contemporaries,)
WEDOW OF THE COMPOSER OF MARITANA PENSIONED,
The Queen has been pleased, on the recommendation of the
PFirst Lord of the Treasury, to grant £200 a yvear out of the Royal
Bounty Fund to the widow of the eminent Irish maestro, Vincent
Wallace, Badly the aged lady meeded it, and long it was ¢ ming

ANCIENT IRISH CRO<BES.

The Rev D. Murphy, 8.J,, delivered an interesting lecture oo the
Bbove subject in the members of the debating Society of Lhe Oatholic
Commercial Club, Dublin, The lecturer began with a description of
what was known &3 the Celtic, but which should be the Irish style of
ornamegtation. In Britany and .in Cornwal! there was oo trail of
this etyie of ornementation. Some of it wag found ia Wales, buat
that was due to the communication between Ireland and Wales in
ancient times, and, a3 to Beotland, be quoted the opinion of an emi-
nent Beoteh anthority, Dr Anderson, who, after an examination of
the Ceitic style of interlaced and intertwined ornament, wrote that
“TIreland waa the cradle of the art. He guoted from Ruskin and
other authoritien ae to the nrtistic beanty of this distinctive Irish art.

THE BISHOP OF LIMERICK AND MR LECKY.

The rejoinder of the Bishop of Limerick to Mr Lecky, which
wud published inthe Timer is of & most convincing and crushing
character. The Catholics of Ireland are undoubtediy handicapped
in the matter of university education, Mr Lecky thioks that Trinity
Coliege, Dublin, is now suffiziently non-sectarian even for Catholics
The Bishop points out that, although prefessedly won-sectarian, and
open 1o all ereeds and clueses, still that Trinity College is ever now
the principle traiving ground for the ministers of the Irish Protes-
taut Church, and that the prayers and services gone through in the
university are a1 Protes'ant in their framing sad origin.  What, the
Bishop asks, would the Protestants of Irelaud say if Lhey were nsked
to send their sons to Maynooth, even though every possible guarantee
wag given thab their rights would be respected? Why, there would
be a howl at ooce all over the ceuafry agaicst this act of intolerance,
thigiotringement of religiousliberty on the partof the Catholic anthori-
ties, The Bishop + xhorte the present Qovernment to sottle, ooca and
for all, the question of universily e-ucation in Ireland, and points
out that this ig the best and surest way of fostering a spirit of con-
gervatism amongst the lrish peaple.

WHAT CARDINAL RAMPOLLA SAID TO JOHN DILLON,

After the andience with the Pope, the prelates and the Dillon
family were received must gr.cionely by Cardinal Ram polle, Sceretary
ol State, with whom they bad the honuvr of & long audience, Hg
Ewminence, speaking of Iriwh affairs, expressed his coneern for unity
and friendship among [relana’s representatives, “I exhort yon
gpecialiy to promote unity, my dear Mr Diilon,” eaid the Cardinal,
“carrying in front the banuer of Cathulic truth, and giving the
Chureh of God the great advantage of the united force of Irish
Oatholic support,” His Eminence concluded by gracicusly saying he
would be glad to welcome Mr Dillon often again to the Eterna) City,

LEQ XIII AND JOAN DILLON.

Dr O'Donnell and Monsigoor Eelly bad tue pleasure of present-
ing to His Holiness Mr Joho Dillon, M.P, Mrs Dillon, and Father
Dillon, of Bt Isidore’s. The warmth of the receplion and ths many
bleseings accorded by His Holinese te this distingnished Irisk famly
must bave been gratifying to them beyond expression Kneeling at
the fvet of Hig Holipess, Mr Dillop expreased, in a mauaer worthy of
& devoted soo, how he and bis colleagues were ever ready to du ther
utmost to promote the nterests of 1eligicn and vindieate the nigh s
ot the Huly Hee, The Pope blesse 1 him tendurly 1or thie declarstion,
and with patbetic appeal extiorted him to be a champion of by
Chureh in the fulfilment of her divins mgsion,
made of the education question,

Bpeciul mection wa

LEOXITI TRE UNCHANGEABLE FRIEND OF IRULAND.

The tender messave which the IHoly Father conveyed to I s nd
in big in‘erview with the Blost Rev Dr O’Donnell, B shop of Kapbaoe,
snd subscguently with drdobn hlton and bie wife, will b recerved
(saye the Dublin A'reeman) with respectful and earvest symbathy by
the C tholice in Liclent, It is no wonder that the steadfast fuilh
and 1be magmfieent self-devotion of the Irwk race has so stroagly
appealed to the heart of his Hohines, * He declared himself,” our
correspendent wires, -*their unchangeable friend, and said the )ive
of his vater al heart was poared out in hlessings ou the faithfut rece
wigth, d -poiled iteel, could rympathise with a despotlod Ponuff.”
His Holhoesa realises that Irewwnd's demand for liberty nue gone
hend 1o band with Lclind’s filihity to the faith, Her priests audJ

ber people have ever been steadily nnited in patriotism ag in religion,
and Ube most savage violence and the most iogenions intrigues have
failed and will ever fai! to devide them,

AN IRISH-AMERICAN ABMY.

Our excellent contemporary, the Bgton Pilot, thus refers to an
announcement which was wired to thrge colonies : —* The startling
oews comes from New York that ‘an Irish-American army ’ of for-
midable proportions has been organised, and will be drilled and
armed with the beat modern weapong—ail in tho deepest gecrecy, of
conrs®, The members must all be ¢ Cathalics and Clan-na-Gael men.*
Iu order to avoid public notice and 8o preserve absolute BECTEOY 88
ta their movements, they will wear a striking uniform, and will
march in & body to attend Mass on Bt Patrick’s Day | If these pre
cantions should oot suffica to coneesl their ilentity, they may hold
& gecret convention in Central Park somes atiercoon. It Jaoks very
much ag if somebody has been playing a practical joke on the news-
papers, or possibly anothar Ls Caron or McDermott is trying to eara
a fee from the British sscret service fuud by imaginieg the new army,
When Clan-na-(fael men have a scheme to carry omt they do mot
shriek in from the house-tops nor eonfide it to tha reporters ; bot
they would be heard from if « England’s difficulty ' offsred Ireland's
opportusity to-morrow "

THE CATHEDRAL OF MESBINA.,
—

STORY AND TEXT OF A LETTER OF THE
BLESBED VIRGIN.

BTRANGE LEGEND OF A GHOSTLY VISITANT,
Tur Edisburgh Catholic Herald publishes an interesting article on the
famous cathedral. Our readers will of couree take the ghost story
for what it is wortb,

Messina in 8icily, called by some the Queen of the Mediterranean,
is a very mrcient city, Tt is said to have been fonnded by a colony
of Grecks, 530 years before the destruction of Troy, and abont 1000
befors Christ. 1t is in & ebarming position, and the long raoge of
the Appenines on the neighbouring coast give n picturesque character
to he view. The situation of the city, which lies be ween Ftna on
tbe one hand and Stromboli and Vesuviue on the other renders it
pecu’iarly aubiect to earthqoakes, The Messinesi are proud of their
city and its history, They are sail to have been converted by the
presching of 8t Paul, and tradilion saya that St Peter ssnt them their
first bishop. Messina has about fifty churches, some of them
extremely berutiful and of good architecture. The cantre of interest,
as in most Lialian cities, is the cathedral not so much for its archi-
tectural beauty as for its infereating bistory, and more than alf for
the letter which {8 said to have been dent to them by our Blessed
Lady, whose miraculoue picture, eupposed to bave been painted by
5t Luke, hangs over the high altar, which i3 a fine epecimen of the
inlmd work of Florentine Mosiac. At the back of the altar soreen is
the famoua letter,

A MOST PRECIOUS RELIC,
8 lelter, writter by the Mother of God herself, St Parl visited
Mewatn e, and having found the peopls well disposed, and eager to
hear the Word of God from his lipe, preached them {wo sermons, one
on vur Lord's Passion, the otbier on the perpetual virginity of our
Blegsed Liady. This latter bad +uch an effect on the inhabitants that
they eried out with one voice, ** Qur city must be placed under the
protectiva of the Virgin Mother,” The story goes on to say that an
embassy at the head of which was 5L Panl himself was sent to
Jerpsalem, where the Blesred Virgin was then Jiving, and that as
5700 a8 she received the embassy she sent a reply to the Messinese in
Hebrew, staling that she was willing to accede to their pions wishes,
Ttis letter was afrerwards traoslated inte Greek by Bt Paul, and
deposited 10 ibe ancient chutch of Messine, whenece 1n course of time
i* was removed to ite present place in the high al'ar of the aathedrgl
chureh,  The following is
A COPY OF THI18 FINGULAR DOCUM ANT =

“ Mary Virgin, duaughter of Joaheim, most lowly handmaid of
Gol, Mother of the Cruc.fied J.sus Christ, of the tribe of Juda,
from the race of David, to all the people of Messina salutation and
virsang from God the Father Almighty, It i3 certified by public
documen s, that all of you have 1o great faith, sent emigparies and
ambass .dors to us. Led to know the way of tho trath through the
preacatog of Paul, the Apostle, you confess that cur Ben, the Only-
Begotten of God, ia both God ard mao, and that He aspended into
{Tuaven wfter His Resurrection, For this reason we, therefore, bless
vou and yoor city, whose perpetn.l Piotectress we Jdesire to become,
Year of our 8 n 42; [udietion I ; 1ii, nones of Jane; xxvii of the
meon ; feria v from Jerusilem, May Virgin, who hath appraved the
tapiwntirg abive ' To esiablish the penuineness of this tactel, the
fearnel Josuit Father Melchior Inchofer, wrote o very learned
Tatn woik entitled © Epistoe B, Virgiais Mariae and Messinenses
Yentas vindicata.”  ** Tue troth of the Epistle of the Blegsed Virgin
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