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RE-UNION OF CHRISTENDOM.

———

(A Beries of Lectares delivered in Bt Josaph's Cburch, Temuxa, by
the Very Bov Father LE MENANT DES CHESNAIS, 8.M.)

Lecrure XVII[,—-THE CHRISTIAN'S Frag,

* We preach Jesus crocified " (I Col. §, 23)
EYEEY well organised scciety bae & sign, a srandard, a banuer, by
which it may be known. This distinctive sign is what we call a flag,
Thers is tbe royal standard or flag of Great Britain and the British
ensign, the tricolour flag of France, the black sagle of Prossia, the
yellow flag of India, the lion of Persis, the triple crescent of Egypt,
the crascent and two crossed sworda of Japan, the yeliow erescent snd
star of Arabis, tho white cross of Switzarland, the white crescont and
white star of Turkey, ete. Not only hus every nation iis fisg or
standard, bot also every army, every regiment, every abip. Ao
admiral, in the navy flies his flag at the main top-gallant masthead ;
& vice-admiral, at the fore ; and a rear-admiral at the mizgen, A
black flag is a sign that no mercy will be shown tie vanqaished ; a
white flag ie a flag of truce; s red flag is a gign of defiance ; a flag
baog half mast is a sign of mournine ; w0 strike or lower & fir je a
#1g0 of respect or surrender, The Christian soviety has also its flag
or royal standard, This flag is the cross of Jesus, of which I wish to
entertain yon this evening, The subject, aa you will soon 8e¢, perhaps
to your surprise, is mos! interestiog and practical, Let ns first briefly

trace out the
OBIGIN OF THIS FLAG,

From all sternity God resclved to send His beloved Bon an
earth that He might redeem and save us by His sufferinga and death
on the Oross of Oavalry. Jesus crocified ia the model man, the ideal
man. Tertullian informs us that when God fashioned the body of
Adam He formed on the model of the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ,
Who was the prototype of the whole human rage, © Quodeum gue
limus exprimebat, Christus cogitabatur homo faturas » (Tert, Lib. De
Besgarr, Carn.). But, becanse Jesus was to die extended on a cross
for our salvation, to the end that maa might never forget hia croci.
fied Baviour, He made him a living cross, for whenever man extends
hig hands he expresses the image of & cross, Thae sign of the cross
wag the sign of saivation from the beginning of the world. Al the
blesgings granted to men from the commencement of the world have
heen granted throagh Jesus crucified. All those who Jived before the
death of the Son of God on the cross could be saved on!y by faith
in this Baviour Who was to suffer aed die for them, According jto St
Thomae many of the patriatchs and prophe a bad a clear idea of the
myegtery of redemption ; for othera it wae enough to believe that God
wonld gave them ad He had revealod it to these holy patriarchs and
propbets, This holy doctor also thioks that many of the Gentiles
koew Christ crucified by a epecial revelation, ¢ Quantam ad
Gentiles dicendum est quod multis Gentilinm facts fart tevelatio de
Ctriato, ot patet per ea qua pre lixeenat ™ (Ia, Zsm, Quest, 2), As
to those who were saved withont a special revelation they were pot
suvgd without an imphiett fei & in the Reisemer, © Credentes Deum
esse liberatorem hominum & cundum m sdos sib1 placitos » (3t Thomas
Ubi egpra). Bt Pan! affirms tue same when he Bays : “ Tha world
wags made for man, man for Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ for God "
(1 Cor. v, 2-3). Woence 1t 18 evident that from the commencement
of the world Jesus crucified was the sonroe of every blessing bestowed
gpon men, and that His cross was the sosign or emblem of savation.
This is why the Apostle of the Gentiles eried out; " God forbid that
I ebould glory save in the cross of oor Lord Jesna Christ (Gal, v,
14). Among the Jews, whenever the supreme Pontiff blessed tbe
pecple he spread out hie arms in the shupe of & cross aad said ; « May
the God of Abrahem, aod lsacc, and Jacob biess you and your
children nnto the third and fourth genera'ion,” bucanse the suprems
Pontiff among the Jews represented Christ the fountain of every
sopernatural blessing., Again, wheo a eacrifice was offored, the priest
first raiged the viotim frorn the grovnd and lifted it on high ; he pext
turned it towards the esst, thun to the wes-, that ig, he formed witn
it the sign of the crose, to eignify that all the victima of the old dis-
pensation were only 1mages and figures of Jesus, the Lamb of God,
‘Who wae to die on a croes for vur redewptior, and from Whom only
the sacrifices of the Jewish Law dertved all their virtue and efficacy.
When the Amalckites opposed the passsge of the children of Israel in
the wilderness, Moses stood up on the top of Mouat Horab, baving
the rod of God in bis hand, And when he lifte3 up bis hands, larael

overcame ; but if he let them dowa a little Amalec avere.me

so Asron and Hur stayed up bis heande sctil the victory was won
(Exodus,xvii, 9-14). Mooes standing on the top of the Mongt of Horel
18 an image of Jesna crocified etandiog with both bis baods apread
out a4 8 cross, throogh Wbom rlone we ean obtain vietory over the
pnemies of oor ealvation, by tha mertts of Hig sufferings and deatn
on the Cross of Calvary, and ecter one day the promised land of
Paradise, Leaving the old dipensation lat us come to the Neyw
Testament. Spesking withont any figure we iy #ay that Jeggs
Himessl! in the sign of tha cross offered fur the salvation ot mackind,

af 8mall Gooda.
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By His snfferings and death on Monnt Calvary or @olgotha He
washed sway our sins, aod threw open to us the portals of Paradise,

*“ Blotting out the ban-dwriting of the decrea that wae againat us,
tustening it to the crogs ™ (Ol if, 14). The stza of the cross is the
wmysterions sign Tao, "' T spoken of by the ptophet Ezachiel, pre-

serving the followers of Christ from tha sword of the des'roying

aogel (Keechiel, ix). 1Itis for these ressons that the Apostles, guided
by the Holy Goost , made choice of the croms ag the fit emblem to
distinguish the troe fliowers of Chriat. It Yoa were in the midet of
pagans, Turks, or Jews yom comld distingutsh a Chrietian from
thougsnda of infidels and heretica by the sign of the cross, Every
one who mskes the sign of the crose is known all over the world se &
Christian or follower of Chriet. The sign of tbe cross is therefora the
most natural and explicit manifestation of the Ohristian faith | to
say it in ooa word, ic is the standard or flag of the COhristian, joat aa
the Boyal Standard is the flag of Great Britain, the tricolomr flag
that of France, the black eagia that of Prussia, the lion that of Persin.
and crescent and 1wo ciossed swords that of Japan, ete. Let us now
study the advantages of that flag,

ANTIQUITY OF THE BIGN OF THE CROSBS,

Itis a plous beltef that Jesus Himself tanght His Apostles tha
sien of the cross, Wheo, on Ascension Day, He ascended to heaven
by His Almighty Power, foll of glory and majesty, with His arme
8pread ont e a cross, it is thought that He imparted to tham His last
blessing by tracing over them the sign of the crossin the air, * Kt
clevatis manibus benedix ot illis."  And litting up His hands He
blegsed them ™ (Luke xxiv, 50). See: Tertul Da Cor Mil C. iif
Eusebiue of Caesarea Demonstr Evang L, iv; Vita Const L. iii»
C, lii; Bt Ory of Joerus Catech xiii, N, 36, etc, The Apostles
themselves, as we are informed by Nicephorns, made nee
of the sign of the cross. Thoe, 8t John the Evarpgelis
traced upon himse’f that salutary sign before his dextk (Nicephorns
Hist 1, ii; e, xlvii). Through it St Pan! restored sight to s blind
men (Barins ix, Oct), Bt Acgusting says that all Christians prac-
tiaed the sign of the cross from the days of the Apostles (8, Aug. Da
Bapt, I, iv; ¢, xx1v)  The constant, uninterrapted tradition is that
Jesus Christ Himuelf instructed the Apostles about the sign of the
croge, the Apostles made use of it, and tanght it to the early Chris-
tiane, and from the commencement we find it eatablished in all
Chrlstian churches, whether of the Rast or of the West, Besides
the authorities we bavs already quoted, we might add, 8t Iznatius,
Bishop of Antioch in his Epistle to Phil ; Tertullian, who said '—
" At every step and change of place, whenevar we <ome ia or go out,
when weo put on orr =andals, or wash, or take our meals, or light oar
Ismps ; whether we are sbout to rechne or sit down, or whenever we
begin & conversation, we impress on our forehead the sign of the
eross,” ** Ad omuns progressum atque promotum, 4d omnem aditam
et exitom, ad eslces um, ad lavacra, ad measas, ad Jumine, ad cubi-
cula et pedilia, quan.i cumque ~os conversatio oxercet frontem crucia
signeculo terimus ' (Tert Da Cor Mil C,1ii, 4). The grest d ctor of
the Western Chuoreh, §t Jerome, writing to Kustochiom, advised ber,
in imitation of th. :.7'y Chrictians, to maks frequently the egn of
the croes, ' Bel re ¢y weti 0,"” by smd to her, v at every step, let
your band form the = v ¢ ihe crora " (3 Hier Epist xviil, ad Egst),
If the Jews had sucn v+ 11 ton for tke Atk of the Covenant, becanse
it contained the 1an *f he law, a vessel of mawna o! the desert
and the rod of As- - | .~ at greater veneration should not Chrigliana
have for the crees 1 - 4, which was the 1nstroment of onr redemp-
Hon? The worshup .t the Catholic Chureh for the CroRd, whether it
be the real crose cn which onr Lord was crocified, or & representation
of it, in gold, silver, tvory, o- any other matrial, 8 s relative wor.
ship of Latria, We do not adors the gold, silver, or ivory ; we do
not believe that 1o the imags iteslf there is any virtue, that it can
bear and belp us, The wFjeet of o1r adorztion s Chret cramfied,
made pres-pt to us hrough these holy 1mag & or crucifizes Every
Catbolie ehild krows that it would ba sicful and idolatrous ta wor-
ship a plece of g id, silver, or wood, or any other materal, How-
ever, we hold thoee objects in veneration, eapecially when they have
been blessed, becanse they remingd ns of our crocified Lord, aad we
cannot think too moch of Him, and beeause, when rhey are blessed ,
we prowise to use them anly asa belp to pray to Him and ta adore
Him,

BIGNB—NATG.LAL, ARTIFICIAL, SACRED.

IT. A sipn In that wi ich, besides the thing

2 repressnted hy it,
conveya to our minds the idea of another. There are three kinds ot

signs :(—{1} mataral, (2) ertificial, (3) sicred. (1) A natural sign
is that which, by itself, apart from every Agreement or previous
uoderstanding, bricgs to onr mind the existence of & certain phepo-
menon or facl, vg. You are traveliing on the sandy deserts of
Africa ; yon eee a footprint on the sand, and yon conclude that &
her, a tiger, an clephan, & camel, or & man hag paesed th
the footprint is a natural sign to yoo of what hap tak
brinps to your mind the idea of the living creatnre which left it
bebind it. (2) An artificial aign is that which présuppeses & pro.
vicus agreement or uoderstanding, v.g. It ig Sunday motning ; 14r
cturch bells are ringing, Aod you say ' It ig time to go to Ma. s,
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