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The joetioe of God demandas ehat theie shoult be 8 pugatory, G .d
cozld not condemn to everlasting pum.ishme t thoss who die guiliy
of little sine only, or who have not perfectly satifiz:d His retribative
and vindictive justice for their past tra. sgreesions ; forgiven as to
the guilt and eternal punishment in the sacrament of penance ; there
wust, therelore, be a middle place between beaven and hell, whers
such pouls may ba cleansed and purified before their Anal admiseion
into heavenly bliss, and itis place is purgatory, which wae firmly
believed by ali Christian antiguity, and is etill believed by all Chris-
tians all over the world, except by most of the Reformed (horches,
$ When » Obrnistian dies,” saya 8t Denis the Aeropagite, “ the Vener-
able Pontiff says the prayer for the dead, that through the Divine
clamency, he may be reoeived into heavenly light and the land of the
living, all the sing which, throngh human fraiity he had commisted,
being forgiven bim,” * Accedens venerandus Antistes precem sacram
tuper mortuwum peragit ; precatur divimam clementiam, ut cuneta
dimittat per infirmitatem kumanam admissa peecata defuncto, eumgue
in luce ntatuat et regione viverum " (Dion. De Eceles. Hier. O, vii).
In the Apostolical constitntions, we read : # We pray for onr brethren
who are resting in the Lord, that He may forgive them every sino,
and, tbrongh Hie kindness and benevolence, place them in the region
of the living.” ' Oremusz pro fratribus nostris, qui in Christe
requicverunt ut Deus qui animam defuncti suseepit, remittat ei omne
pecoatum, et propitius ac bonevolus i faotus, collocet eum in regione
vivorum " (Apost, Comst, L. viii, O, xli), * Wa hcld,” says Bt
Clement, ¥ that fire purges and sanctifies sinful souls,” * Nos dicimus
ignem sanctificare animas pecoatrices' (Olement Btrom L. vii, C.
vi). Which einful sonls are purged and eanctifi d by fire, according
to Bt Olemeot? Not theee which die in mortal sin, and ars loat for
ever, but thoze which, for small transgressions, are being cleansed in
purgatory, Tertullian informs us that in bis time, throogh an im-
memorial custom, a collection was made (rom daer to door, and the
proeceda nent to the Bishop, to have it distrbuted among his priests
and have Masees said for the repose of the faithtul departed {Tert.
De Oor, Mil), Y Oblationes pro defunctis annud die facimus,"”
and * Hermas, in the 11, Vieion of the I. Book of his pastor, con-
firms what we said. We have also the teatimony of Origen,
8t Cyprian, Lactaotius, 8t Cyrul of Jerusalem, etc” (8t Cypr, Ep, LI1.
ad Anton, Lactant Ibstitut L., vii,, 0. xx1,, Origen, Hom, XxvI, in,
Jerem. 8, Oyr. Bier, Cat, v. Myslagon 9), * The evidence of the
early Chriatian Fathere io favour of purgatory snd prayers for the
dead is simply nnsnewersble ; this is why the innovators of the Bix-
teenth Ccntury rejected the autherity of the Fathers and tradition,
becansa it man festly condemned their false doetrines, which were
oontrary to the belief and practice of all ages, past and gone, from
the daya of tbe apostles, Let me aek gou canaidly, if their innova-
tions were nct rather s deformation then a reformation of the
Christian religion, I do not wisb to offend any one in so speaking,
but truth, though at times bitter aod painful, most be told, because
tnless people eee clanrly that they have been deceived and led asiray
by false views and groes misreprezeatativns of the true dectrine of
Jesus Christ, they will remain ne 1hey ate, and the mischi<f dooe by
the reformers will be continued, If you saw a traveller taking a
wrong rosd, you would coasider it an act of kicdnees to warn him ot
bis miatake, because if he wenv op, the more be wonld advance, the
mors he would recede from the plic: of his destination ; in like
manner, i8 1t not a true act of charity and kindness to warn, in a
friendly manaer, those who, innocently, bave embraced a false reli-
gion, which they thonght to be the right one? Does not our Blessed
Lord tell ue 1hat be who will convert a sinoer from the error of his
way shall 8.uve hia aoul, and shine lhike a star throughout the endless
eternity 1 © Qui converti fecerit peceatorem abd errove vige suae salva-
bit animam ejus” (Jae, v, 20), * Qui ad justitiam erudiunt multos
Tulgebunt quasi stelloe in perpetuas caternitates " (Dan, xii, 3). Bt
Auguetin, snmming up the tradition of the early Christiag ages, hus
written & whole book on the care of the dead, the existence of parga-
tory, and prayers for the eouls of the faitbful departed. He declares
that the custom of praying for the dead, as eanctioned by the Churgh,
{s spread everywhere, that it is an immemarial, constant, and uni-
versai practice, which can be iraced back to the very times ot the
apostles (8t Aug., Liber, D¢ Cura pro Mortuis), Thia dogmn,
betides, is so consoling and so muach io harmany with tho aspirations
of our reason, that it in hard to conceive bow any one should have
spny difficalty to admit it, In order to understand the doctrine of the
COathelic Church about purgatory, we moust remember that which we
havs already 80 often repeated, namely—thbat in forgiving the guiit
and etercal punishment doe to grievons sing committed after baptism,
there generally remains s temporal puvisbment which must be paid
gither in this world by the penitent himself, or in purgatory, God
has so ordained it, lest by too great an indulgence sioners might be
emboldened io doing wrong, and that by tbe temporal punishment
tbey have to perform, in order to repair the past, they might not only
satisly His divina justice, but be more prudent and careful for the
future to avoid every wilful ein, and also the dangercus occasions
which might lead them into sin, and be stimalated to acquire more
merita for heaven, The pains of the souls in purgatory are twofuld ;
(1), The pain and lose; and (2), The paiu of senss, 1. The pain of
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Losa,— It is the temporary privation of the eight of God and of the
o:mpauy of the boly rngels and saints. No socouner has = soul de-
parted thig life than it beholds God, Thbhis sight of God produces in
the aoul s deep aud vivid an impreesion of the surpassing beanty,
lovelinesr, charms and perfection of the Divine Majesty, that thence-
forth it in utterly incapable of thinking or loving aoght elee except
the Divine transcendental beauty snd loveliness of the Almighty; it
thirats, ite pants for God, it yearne after Him, like & hart after a
fountain of limpid waters. 1t cries ont unceasingly : God | God t
God! Ilong to be with God! This temporary separation from, and
privation of the sight of Gtod, is for the unfortunate soul & cause of
most inteure grief. Bat it knows it cannot possibly go to God and
be admitied intoc His presence until it be perfectly cleansed and
purifled, spotless and immaculate ; and the thooght that it is throngh
carelessness and negligeace, whilet on earth, that it ie, for a while,
deprived of the Beatific Vision, of the joye of Paradiee, and of the
most agreeable and charming company of the Blessed Virgin, sud
the holy angels and saints, greatly increases ita grief and soguish ;
yet it is perfectly resigoed to the Divine will, and would oot wish to
sppear in the presence of the infinite, uncreated beauty, and the
glorious assembly of all the brilliant court of heaven without every
stain or defilement, even tho smallest, being removed from it. Itis
burd for us here below to folly realise the Intenaity of this pain of
loes, becande our ideas of the Divine beauty, of the glory of the in-
habitants of heaven and of the delights of that lovely abode are so
dense and imperfect ; it is not o with the scnls in purgatory, which
folly comprehend that to Jose God even for » moment is & loes which
1o earthly thing counld compensats, However, they are greatly con-
aoled by the certainty they have that this privation is to be cnly a
temporary one, apd that they may be helped and assisted by the
prayers and goud works of the faithful on earth, especially by the
oblation of the adorable sacrifice of the Mass, as has bean deflned by
the Council of Treat, we have quoted above, The opinion of Luther
tbat all the souls in purgatory are not certsin of their ealvation has
been condemned by Leo X. (Balla in 1520, edita Prop. Lutheri
xxxvili, Animae in purgatorio non saot securae de earum palute,
ealtem omnes ) The same Pontiff has condemned another proposition
of Martin Luther, who said " That the scula in purgzatory had a
horror of their pains, end continually sinned io trying to obtain final
rest—{ Animae in purgatorio pecoant #ine intermissions, quamdiu
gaerunt voguiem, et horrent paenas—(Propos, xxxix, Lotheri
damnata a Leone x, 1520), It is, therefore, the Catholic belief that
the sonls in purgatory are perfectly resigned to their state, never give
way to impatience or murmoring, and adore the just decree of the
Divine Majesty, although they ara moet anxious that we shounld ioter-
cede for them, and most gratefal to us for any alleviation we obtain
for them from Almighty God by our bumble supplications and the
good w.rks we offer to Jesus for their intention, According
to 8t Thomw (1 Pars, Tit. v., U. v.), Venerahle Bede (Beda
Bermo xvili, De Sanc'), Saeares (Tract, Da Purgat, Beet, iit), the
pain of loss far surpasses aoything we can endure o
this wurld, Ballarmeine (Bellarminoe Q. xiv.), Bt Booaventure
{8t Boupavecot, Lo iv, Dist, xx, art, i, Question, 2,) and a few otherado
not believe that the pain of loss surpasses anything we may soffer in
thia world, The opinicn of the apgelic doctor is the mcet probable
and the one generally followed j yet thcse who hold the other opinion
could not be condemned becanse the Cburch has d:fined pothing
about 1his point.
(To be Continued.)

A SHORT REPLY TO THE REVEREND JOHN
DICKSON, PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER, TEMUEA, TO
HIB ATTACK AGAINST THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

—_— e
(By the VeRy BEV FaTiEr THROPHILUS LE MENNANT
DE& CHEBNAIS, 5, M.)
Temuksa, December 17, 1895,
THE following letter was refused publication by the editor of the
Temuka Leader i—

It we were to judge of the Reverend John Dickson's intellecteal
attainments by the letter which appeared in the last oumber of your
paper (Temuka Leader) we should indeed form a very low estimate of
them, Hear his woaderful utterances i—(1) * All Protestants stand or
fall by the Bible, as we find it in the originsl Hebrew or Greek, or,
at least, a8 we have it translated from the originaljtonguea into our
own, with all tte light and knowledge of the nineteenth contury,'
Does the Bey John Dickeon forget that our Blessed Lord, the
Divine Fouundar of the Obristian Church) has not written a single
word of the Blble! That even after the coming down of the Holy
Ghost, on the day of Psntecost, the Apostlea established Chrigtianity
by oral teaching, and, for many years, not one of them wrote s
line, because they did not consider it neceeanry. They preached the
Divinity of Jesns Christ snd coofirmed theit preaching with
miracler. Czn the Bev J. Dickson deny thie? Canhe point cut cne
etogle early Chriptian Oburch which wag established or converted by
tbe diffusion or reading ot the Holy Bcripturee? It was nearly four
bundred years before the Bible was collected togetber and put into

11b, 61b and 101b air-tight (unet weight) Tins.
RICH AND DELICLOUS IN LIQUOR,



