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—
It is the temporary privation of the sight of God andof tbe

c>mpauy of the holy pngeis and saints. No sooner has a soul de-
parted this life than it beholds God, This sight of God produces in
thesoul bo deep and vivid an impression of the surpassing beauty,
lovelinesp,charms and perfectionof the Divine Majesty, that thence-
forthit is utterly incapable of thinking or loving aught else except
the Divine transcendental beauty andloveliness of tbe Almighty;it
thirsts, its pants for God, it yearns after Him, like a hart after a
fountain of limpid waters. It cries out unceasingly :God!God I
God 1 Ilong to be with God I This temporary separationfrom, and
privation of the sight of God, iB for the unfortunate soula cause of
most intense grief. But itknows itcannot possibly go to God and
be admitted into His presence until it be perfectly cleansed and
purified, spotlessandimmaculate ;andthe thought that itis throngh
carelessness and negligence, whilst on earth, tbat it is, for a while,
deprived of the Beatific Vision, of the joys of Paradise, and of the
most agTeeable and charming company of tha Blessed Virgin,and
the holy angels and sainti, greatly increases its grief and anguish ;
yet it is perfectly resigned to the Divine will,and wouldnot wißb to
appear in the presence of the infinite, uncreatedbeauty, and tbe
glorious assembly of all thebrilliant court of heaven without every
stainor defilement, even the smallest,being removed from it. Itis
bard for us here below to fully realise the intensity of this pain of
lobs, because our ideas of the Divinebeauty,of the glory of the in-
habitantsof heaven and of tba delights of that lovely abode are so
dense and imperfect;it is not so with tbe bpulb inpnrgatory, which
fully comprehendthat to loseGod evenfor amoment is a loss which
noearthly thing could compensate. However,they are greatly con-
soledby the certainty they have that this privationis to be only a
temporary one,aod that they may be helped and assisted by tbe
prayers and good works of the faithful on eartb, especially by tbe
oblation of the adorable sacrifice of theMass, ashas been defined by
tbe Councilof Trent, we have quotedabove. The opinionof Luther
tbat all the 6ouls in purgatoryarenot certain of their salvationbaa
been condemned by Leo X. (Bulla in 1520, edita Prop. Luthcri
xxxviii. Animae in purgatorio nonstint seenrae de earum salute,
saltern omnes) The Bame Pontiff has condemned another proposition
of Martin Lutber, who said

"
That the soula in pnrgatory had a

horror of their pains, andcontinually sinned in trying toobtain final
rest

—
{Animae in purgatoiio peccant tine intermissione, quamdiu

qaerunt requiem, et horrent paenas—(Ptopoß. xsxix, Lutberi
damnata aLeone x,1520). It is, therefore, the Catholic belief that
tbe souls inpurgatory are perfectly resigned to their state, nevergive
way to impatienceor murmuring, and adore tbe just decree of the
Divine Majesty,although theyaremost anxiousthat we should inter-
cede for them, and most grateful to us for any alleviation weobtain
for them from Almighty God by our bumble supplications and the
good w rks we offer to Jesus for their intention. According
to St Thomis (1 Pars., Tit. v., C. v.), Venerable Bede (Beda
Sermo xviii,De Sane), Snares (Tract. Da Purgat. Sect, iii), the
pain of loss far surpasses anything we can endure in
this world. Bellarmiae (Ballarminus C. xiv.), Sc Bonaven'are
(St Bonaveut.Iniv, Dist,xx,art.i,Question. 2,) and a few others do
not believe that the pain of loss surpassesanything wemay suffer in
this world. The opinion of the angelic doctor iB themest probable
and the onegenerally followed ;yet these who hold the other opinion
could not be condemned because the Cburch has d* fined nothing
about this point.

(To be Continued.)

The Janice of God demands eh*t theie sh.iui«) be n pu^^iory. G<d
could not condemn to everlasting pui.ißhtue t those who die guilty
of little ains only, or whohave not perfectly satit.fiid Hia retributive
and vindictive justice for their past tra. Bgressiona ;forgiven as to
the guilt and eternalpunishment in the sacrnmentof penance ;there
mutt, therefore, be a middle plncebetween heavenand bell, where
Bach souls maybe cleansed and purified before their final admission
into heavenly bliss, and tlis place iB purgatory, which was firmly
believed by all Christian antiquity, and is still believedby all Chris-
tians all over the world, except by most of tbe Reformed Cbarches."When a Christian dies," says8t Denis the Aeropagite, " the Vener-
able Pontiff cays the prayer for the dead, that through the Divine
clemency,he maybe received into heavenly light and the land of the
living, alltbe sins which, through human frailty he had committed,
being forgivenhim." "Accedens venerandutAntittegpreoem taoram
luper mortuum peragit;precatur divinam clementiam, ut cuncta
dimittat per infirmitatemhumanam admissapeecatadefttnoto,eumque
inluce statuat et regione vivorum

" (Dion. De Bccles. Hier.0. vii).
In the Apostolicalconstitutions, weread:

"'
We pray for onrbrethren

who are resting in the Lord, that Hemay forgive them every sin,
and, through His kindness andbenevolence,place theminthe region
of the living." " Overalls pro fratribus nostris, gui in Christo
requieverunt vt Deus guianimam defuncti tutcepit,remittat ci omne
peccatum, et propitius acbenevolus ci factus, collocetcum inregione
vivorum" (Apost. Const. L. viii,0. xli). "We held," says St
Olement, " thatfire purges and sanctifies sinful souls." "Nos dicimus
ignem sanctificare animas peccatrices" (Clement Strom L.vii., C.
vi). Which eiDful souls are purged and Banctifi dby fire, according
to St Clement ? Not those which die in mortal sin, andare lost for
ev«r, bat those wbich, for email transgressions,are being cleansed in
pnrgatory. Tertullian informs us that in hia time, through anim-
memorial custom,acollection was made from door to door,and the
proceedsBent to theBishop, tohave it distrboted among bis priests
andhave Masses saii for the repose of the faithful departed(Tert.
De Oor. Mil). " Oblationes pro defunctis annud die facimus,"
and

"Hennas, in the 11. Vision of the I.Book of his pastor, con-
firms what we eaid. We have also tbe testimony of Origen,
8tOyprun,Lactaotiuo, St Cyrilof Jerusalem,etc"(Bt Cypr, Ep.LII.
ad Anton, Lactant Ibstitut 1., vii., 0. xxi.,Origen, Horn. XVI. in.
Jerem.8. Oyr. Hier. Cat. v. Mystagon 9). "The evidence of the
early Christian Fathers in favour of pnrgatory and prayers for tbe
deadis simply unanswerable; this is why the innovatorsof the Six-
teenth Century rejected the authority of tbe Fathers and tradition,
because it man festly condemned their false doctrines,which were
contrary to the belief and practice of all ages, past and gone, from
the days of the apostles. Let me aek youcandidly, if their innova-
tions were net rather a deformation than a reformation of tbe
Christian religion. Idonot wish tooffend any one in so speaking,
but truth, though at times bitter aod painful,mast be told, because
unless people see clearly that they have be^n deceived and led astray
by false views and gross misrepreEeatations of the true doctrine of
Jesns Chrißt, they will remain us they aie, and the mischief done by
the reformers will be continued. If you saw a traveller taking a
wroDg road,you wouldconsider itan act of kudness to warn him of
hid mistake,because if he went od, the more he would advance, the
more he would recede from tbe pltcj of bis destination;in like
manner, is it not a true act of charity and kindness to warn, in a
friendly manner, those who, innocently, have embraced a false reli-
gion, wbich they thought tobt the right one ? Does not our Blessed
Lord tellus that be who will convert a sinner from the error of his
wayshall sivehia soul, and shine like a star throughout the endless
eternity T

" Quiconvertifeceritpeccatorem aberrore vlae suae salva-
bit animam ejus

"
(Jae. v, 20). " Qui ad justitiamerudiunt multos

fulgebunt quasi stellae in perpetuaseaternitates
"

(Dan.xii,3). Bt
Augustin, summing up tbe tradition of the early Christian ages, has
writtena whole book on the careof the dead, the existence of purga-
tory, andprayers for the eouls of the faithful departed. He declares
that the customof praying for the dead,as sanctioned by the Churob,
is spreadeverywhere, that it is an immemorial, constant, and nni-
veraai practice, wbich can be traced back to the very times of the
Apostles (St Aug., Liber., De Cura pro Mortuis). Ttiis dognvi,
betidee, isso consoling and so much in harmony with the aspirations
of our reason,that it is hard toconceive bow any one should have
any difficulty toadmit it. Inorder to understand the doctrine of the
Catholic Church about pnrgatory, wemust remember that which we
have already so often repeated,namely— that in forgiving tbe guilt
andetercalpunishmentdue togrievous sinß committed afterbaptism,
there generally remains a temporal punishment which must be paid
either in this world by the penitent himself, or inpurgatory. God
baa to ordainedit,lest by too greatanindulgence sinners might be
emboldened in doing wrong,and that by tbe temporal punishment
they have to perform,inorder torepair thepast, they might not only
satisfyHia divine justice,but be more prudent and careful for the
future to avoid every wilful ein, and also tbe daDgerous occasions
which might lead theminto sin, and be stimulated to acquire more
merits for heaven. Tbe painsof tbe souls inpurgatoryare twofold :
(1), Thepainand loss;and (2), Thepain of ienM. 1. Thepain ol

A. SHORT REPIA TO THE REVEREND JOHN
DICKSON, PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER, TBMUKA, TO
HIS ATTACK AGAINST THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

*~ .
(By the Veby RevFatheb Thkophiltjs Lb Mennant

DEB CHEBNAIB, S.M.)
Temuka, December17,1895.

The following letter was refused publication by the editor of the
TemukaLeader :—:

—
If we were to judge of theReverend John Dickßon's intellectual

attainments by the letter which appearedin the last Dumber of your
paper (Temuka,Leader) weshould indeed forma verylowestimateof
them. Hearbis wonderfulntterauces :— (1) "AllProtestantsstand or
fallby the Bible, rb we find itin the'original Hebrew or Greek, or
at least, as we have it translated from the original|tongues into onr
own, with all the light andknowledge of thenineteenth century.'
Does the Rev John Dickson forget that our Blessed Lord, the
Divine Founder of the Christian Churchihas not writtena single
word of the Bible ? That evenafter the coming down of the Holy
Ghost, on the day of Ptntccost, the ApostlesestablishedChristianity
by oral teaching, and, for many years, not one of them wrote a
line, because they didnot consider it necessary.' They preached the
Divinity of Jesus Christ and confirmed their preaching with
miracle?. Can the Rev J. Dickson deny this? Canhe point out one
single early Christian Gburch which wasestablished or convertedby
the diffusion or reading of the Holy Scriptures ? It was nearly four
hundred years before the Rible wascollected together andput into
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