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pansl and restors the volume lying on top of the ladder to its sccus-
tomed position was the work of a few scconds. I wonld move no-
thing—examine notbing till Fhilip had been told and the darling
boys, How conld I enjoy this unheard of discovery unless they were
present to share my wonder and delight,

With steps that might have rivalled Atalapta’s for awiltness I
darted into the hall, snatched up & straw hat—whetber my own or
one of the boys I did not wait to see and tock my way across the
lawn, Egbert aod Denis wonld be expectiog me at the tront-stream,
bot how little guessed the news I was bastening to bring.

“What an sge you've been | they both cried in aggrieved tones
st ] emerged from the wood,

“Do hurry up ; the sfterncon is aAlmost gone.”

“Your displeasure is highly complimentary,” I replied, sitting
down on a progtrate beech trunk ; “bat Icould not come sooner, I've
beep busy.”

* Buey, indeed,” gquoth Egbert scornfully ; “ I wonder where the
bosioess came in ; you went toeleep more likely, while we've had
tea resdy and the kettle boiling for hours,”

“Iam very eorry,” I answered meekly, * especially as I bave
ooly come to agk you both to go back with me at once. Oh, boys,
boys, each an extraordinary thing has happened [

I proceeded to give a burried descriptioo of my adventure in the
library, and when I had finished Ezbert threw hia cap into the air.

" Huarrah," he cried in the wildest excitement, * harrab, St
Anthony has not torgotten ns after all.”

“ 8t Anthony," I eahoad remorsefully, and then stopped abruptly.
How conld 1, in the face of what had just occorred, confers that mince
the morning I had never once remembered my holy patron ?

Thbe sharp pangs of well-merited self-reprosch wruog my heart
aod dimmed the brightness of my joy. I felt bumiliated, convicted
of supreme ingratitude, and entirely wnworthy of the happiness
which reemed within my grasp. Surely it was nothing short of con-
temptiole to rejoice as I had done in my own usaided discovery,
when perhaps ail the time my hand had been guided in the gearch. I
soarcely heard what the boye said to me as I eagerly pursued the
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MICHAYL DAVITI IN NEW ZEALAXND,
—_——
(Southland Times, November 7.)
THE lecture delivered by Mr M.ohael Davitt, M.P,, in the Theatre
yesterdaey evening wag largely attended, probab'y foar or five hundred
ladies and gentiemen being present. The City Guards Baod played
a number of selections oo the balcony before the time appointed for
Mr Davitt's appearancs belore the audiencs,

The Mayor (Mr W. B. Scandrett) presided, and in introduciog
the lecturer, said most of those present wera no doubt more or less
familiar with British polities, and eapecially with the politios of Ire-
lund, an islend containing 8o much that was beantiful in nature sand
80 much that was of interest in bhistory ; an island of warm-hearted
men and women full of patriotism for the land of their birth, who,
go where they might, always continued loyal and patriotic Irishmen
and [rishwomen. Ireland had given to the world many of its mont
notablemen, men who bad in all times occupied the higheat positions in
British and foreign countries, Amongst those in power sad thoss
serking power ip our own times there many abls legielators, adminis-
trators aod public men. The people were not reguired to agres with
all these mea enid or did, bot one thing generally wou'd be admitted
and admired, and that was their patriolism. The gentleman who
wonld addrees the andience that |evening was & man brimfal of
patriotiem, a troe-hesrted Irishman who bad pever yet tried to serve
his own intereats, but waa full o zeai for the welfare o! bis native-
land,

Mr Davitt wae receivad with proloaged applanss, and begaa by
expreasing his desp gratitude for the hearty ;reception he bad meb
with in Iavercargill, B recepti n which bad satisfied him that the
people of New Zzaland were not bebind thoss of the other colonies
in extending couriesy and kindoess to visitors from Europe. From
what be had already experienced ho was confident that whether the
people of New Zealand agreed with biz opinious or not he wan
certain tu receive a fair hearing and coneiderate treatment, Hethought
he would ouly be anticipating the wish of his sudience if, bafore pro-
ceeding with his lectare, be2aid & word or two with regard to the aubject
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train of thoaght Egberts wourde suggested, and I ragistered an inward
yow that, from that day forward, heartfelt love and humble confi-
dence should prove the sineer:ty of my devotion to my ssint,

Philip joined us on our way back to the hoase, and ere half an
bour had paeacd the hiding-place had beea thoroughly searched,
The notes that geemed so valuable in my eves were not by any means
tbe most imporiant part of tha treasure-trove. Thers were bouds
also, and securities—dingy-locking papers which represented po in.
coveiderable amount of wealth, ss Phil presently pr.ceeded to
explain, while I listened like one in & dream,

It was of thbig secret imprompiu bank that graodps had doubt-
less wished to speak. Aad in trath it secmed hardly porsible even
aow to beiieve in such good fortuve. Bot nevertheless the bappy
fact remained, Our dear old home was saved, No aeed now to leave
tbe rocf we loved so well, and waoder forth into a world whbose kind-
nesy we certainiy bad no desirs to put to the teat—no need to separate :
no need to pictare a contemptuous etranger reipning in Phice stead-

* Bt Anthony's hiding-place, as Egbert called it, coutained, if
not untold gold, at least amply suffizient to ensure absolute freedom
from all pecuniary cares.

For the future we have no anxiety either fur curssives or for the
estate, We possessed pot ooly the '* moderate competency ” of woich
s well.-known apiritual writar apeaks, but sowethiog over and abave,
wherewith we hoped to brighten the lives and lessen the poverty of
those around s, And I thiok four happier or more grateful hearts
wever beat ihst ours on thal memorable June day whben, as Egbert
stontly affirms, 8¢t Anthony found ns our treasure-trove |
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Mias Jane Barlow is ap Irish lady whose work hida fa:r to take a
promioent place in the literaiara of the day. Bhe is daughter of the
BRev Dr Barlow, Feilaw of Trinity College, Dublin, and, although as
yet she hag written comparatively little, her work bears the atamp of
indubitable power, Her most importsnt public book is * Irien
Idylls,” publisbed in 1892, All her works reveal deep 1insight into
Irish pessant life.

of the recont English elections as bearing upon Home Rule, Many of
hie conntrymen felt inclined to be discouraged at the results of the
elections, but he argued that thers wae no reason for toss of hope and
that in the ead, despite the present temporary trinmph of Lord Salis-
bory and Mr Chamberlain, the great end the Irish P.riy had in
view wouald bs gained. He then proceeded with hig sudject ** The
Trend of the Laboer Movement in Great Britaic,” sod at the ontset
guoted statwstics to show the emall proportion of tke wage.earning
clagses that belonged to any of the labour orgsnisations. He
described the evile at present exisling ic large centres ol population
in Great Britain, attributed those evile to the laws which governed
the production and distribution of waaith, quoted fgures to show how
uaproportionately labour wes represented 1n the Houss of Commons
Bd compsred with vested interests, and outlined, in contrast the
remedies proposed by the Tory and Liberal parties. He discussed
the platiorms of the advanced Liberale and Bocialists, and in con.
cluding an able and jnstructive lectare—a lectare avowedly intended
to impart information rather than to oarry an sudience away by
means of oratorical and declamatory effect. He expresssd the
opinion that, pleasant sssocialiam might be to ragard from a Utopian
poist of view, it could only be & dream until all menkind were on
the same level of capability, self-restraint, snd brotherly lova—
watil indeed there waa a new bomanity, At the close of the lectore
Mr Davit, by way of illustrating the old methoda of electionesring,
read two bills, an English and an Irish one, presented to successtal
candidates after the poll, and thereby created roars of laughter, He
was frequently applauded, and resumed his seat amid eothusiastic
demoonstrations of approval,

In auvswer to & question Mr Davitt indignantly repudiatad any
inpinusation as to the sdministration of the Irish Evisted Tenanty
Fuund, stated that the accounts of the fund bad been submitted not
to their own soditors bat to public accountants in Dublin, and quoted
Mr Balfour’s statement that however he might digagree with the

opinioos of the Irish Party he gave every ecredit for bonesty of
motive.
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