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patt of her sex all desire for such honours. The lady’s humility was
shown by the eslimation placed by her on the abilitive of existing
Members, to whoee infellec usl love!, sbe exprissel a beliel. s me
women might poseibly in 10 or 15 yeara attain. The Pariament
now existing she defined as “ The Weilingtun Farce of Follow my
Leader to the tuns of £240 a year,” adding tbat no more abiiily was
reqaired for playing the part of Member than for p'ayiog lawn tennis,

¢ Her Cherished Idol—Alica (sobbing): ‘What cin be wmore
cruel or heartrending than the disappointment a girl suffers whee she
discovers that her ideal is unworthy, that her cherished ol has but
feet of clay 1°  Kitty (consnlingly) : * It is terrible, my dear ; sn ' Mr
Notman's fvet were the biggest part of him,'”

Indifferent, meantime, a8, according to the President, the Legie-
Iative Chamber is, the Legislative Council is much worse. “ A most
material modification of their powers of veto ” is the mildest correc-
ticn which the lady proposes.

The address in short, was throoghont a glorificition of petticoat
government, In fact an improvemsnt on that motte which thess
ladies propese for their combined political orgakisation * The New
Zealand women's Faderal Council” wounld be '* Self-rightecusness
(rather than righteousness) exalteth the nations,” These ladies evi.
dently regard themaelves ae strongly—even violeatly, exbaling the
the odour of aanctity, and they are firmly convinged that on them
—and on them alone—the salvation of tha counmtry, if notof the
world, dependa,

A pouty old gentleman, after making his will, ¢.lled his serv-
iog man and remarked : ' Michael, 1've left you in my will all the
impudence I possess,’ Michael : ‘I’'m glad to see by yorr generesily
I inberit the greater part of your estate.” * Well, well, Micnael, you
have come into your inheritance remarkably soon,’”

The Preshyterian Bynod of Otago has a’so expressed a “ down
on the Legisiative Council, The Synod's temperance report lays it
to the bLlame of the Council that the Liquor Bill introduced by
Government has not been passel in a satisfactory form.

Of the cause of temperance generally the report takes a hopeful
view. It thicke, however, that the spirit of aggressive work fg
perhepe lacking "—ie which probabiy old topers and their kind wil)
digcern somethiog of a threst, The Clutba district is referred to
commendingly and the Clotha report—to which we recently alluded
a8 defective in grammar but gushing in ¢ nfidenco—is guoted.

“¢ My taek in life,” said the pastor complacently, * ecneiste in 81v
ing young men.’ 'Ab, replied the maiden wi!h a soulinl longing
‘gave a goad one for me"

Among the melbods propesed for the advancement of the cause
s another experiment on that cerpus vile the schoolboy, He ia to
bave a text book on alcobol em anil ita ff_ct on the human system
introduced into bis course. No duubt it will be comp.ratively harm-
1egs. The achoolboy, as a rule, ie not yet advasced eoough to seek &
common relief from an enforeed attention to dry subj:cte,

¢ Behoolmaster 1 ¢ What's your father? New Boy: * Daad.
Bchoolmaster: ““No, no. What was he? Nes Boy: ' Buaned.'
Behoolmaster @ ' No, before that, I meas,” New Buy : ' Alive, sir’”

The Legialative Council, however, remaios under a cloud, It
may be a question for Governors in future to consider as to whether
sanclioning appointmeats to it does not involve a complicity in
demoralisation, The majority of the hon Counociliors are evidently,
{p say 1be least of it, no butter than ~hey ought to be. It wonld be
impolite not to receive the dictum of the Women’s Francaoise League
and disrespectful not to regard the Presbyterian Synod.

‘What are we to understand, therefore, of the defensive condition
of New Bouth Walea? The Colonial Becretary says the colony was
pever in a better state of defence. He, at the same time, accep's an
authoritative statement to the effact that certain hizgh mihitary officers
tail in qralifications and that large quantiti.g of the powder on hand
are useless. For efficient defe ce, he esplains, there must b a larzer
expenditure, On the whole it seems reasonab’e fur ue tu conclude
that—if, 1n the respect in question, there was never a bet'er state of
thinge, bad, as the saying is, hus been the bess,

Lord Salisbury boaste great thiogs of ike la'e elie ions, He
claims them as tbe turning point 1n tbe political hiatory of the
Ewmpire, There is, however, & turn down as well sa s turn zp., Lord
Balisbury must wait a litile while 1o realise which has been taken.
Mesntime, he promises aid to the farming industry. He evidently
judges, and judges rightly, that a steadier and less critical support
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might be gained in the country districts than in the towns, Foreign
opinion, as we have seen, expected something—it did aot exancily
know what—from Lord Balisbury, s Lordship's appesl to the con-
servatism of Hodge—through his personal intereats—is clever, if—
considering the power attained to by the towna—it is not too fate,

* Magletrate (to prisoner): ‘Wuy did you lemva that town?!
‘Dido’t vhick § woa strong enough, your worship, to bring the town
with me., He waa sent to prigon fo- fourteen deys in order that he
migkt guess again,”

Bir Hobert Stou.'s periodical charze against the Government,
with respect to advertisements, is not borae out by the Parliamen-
tary retnrns. From the e it may be eeen that the Opposition
papers have bad a very fair share in the plunder, We do not know
that it is the first time for Sir Robert Btont to make a mistake—
periodical or otherwise, We should be rash to predict that it wounld
be the last, 8till, they say, it is never too late to mend.

Here is news that sesms to promise at lesst a postponement of
any immediate bresech of the peace, The Czar, we are told, bas
fixed his coronation for May 18. If the Czar cac help it, then,
nothing will oceur during the intervening months to prevent the
ceremony from taking place or to mar its gplemdour, Those who
recollect the Crimean war will remember the coronation that fol-
lowed it—that of Alexaoder II—as particularly marking the recon-
ciliation of Rasais with ber fate enemies. May the coming event be
more propitious still, as farther promotive of friendehips that have
not been broken,

On dif, that a uniform consolidated debt, proposed for colonial
federation, would save, in interest, one million per annum, or suffi-
cient to cover the cost of federal government; that s man at
Ballarat named Kelly has invented a torpedo to fiy as well ma dive,
and render protecting nets useless to ships; that French epinion
prononcces Russia unhikely to neglect a chance of squeezing Ohina
that an expetition of British troops against the Ashantees is impen-
dipg ; that tbe French bave annexed certain islands in the Bociaty
group ; that it should be cheerinz to Mr Seddoa and others to learn
that the Dunedin Women's Franchise League take a * watchful
interest " in them,

The bicycle also, it would appzar, has been preesed into the
service of Batan. Notb that,in horns and hoofs—with a tail or withoot
tt,~a tail, too, would form a remarkable adornment for the wheels,
he visibly figures on them. But invisibly he occaslonally aits behind,
or, possibly, avoiding the tradiuonal place of his offspring, pallid
death, belore the rider, directing his course. The bicyole alds, in &
word, is made an instrameat of S.bbath-breaking, So much we learn
from the report on religicn delivered to the Presbyterian Synod,
Religion generally, in fact is not in quite en flouriehing a condition
as 1t might be. But here is the clmax :—" Pleasure-neeking is also
spcken of as invulving serions desscration of the Lord’s Day, It
appears in several farms, such as bicycling, fixing football and cricket
matches on & Baturday, feasting the visiling teama afterwards, and
gennding them to their homes on Sunday uot alwaye in the best mood
for being considerate of tbe feelings of others, Bhootiog and fishing
are algo 1udalged 0 by som >, Kves amoagst protesaing Christians,
who have a regard for the sanctity of tha day, it is reported that
Sabbath visiting, not for religrous edification, bat for ordinary social
inlercourse, is commeon,

“Bacoo :
fo-day I’

‘Dd you votice Miss Fassanfeathers on her wheel
Egbert : ' No, [ didn’t, acd she ran into me,””

Bapily, then, can take strange ghapes. Bo much, at least, we
scem to gatber from the following cablegram, dated London, Qctober
29,

*The Lunacy Commission bas released Miss Lancheater, aged
24, whom ber paronts aeized and confined in an asylum owing to ker
dewire to live with Socialist agitators without marrisge.”

A defent of the French binistry tock place last week, by a
mowentary usion of Bocialists and Conservatives, on a question of
iogaiting into a receot railway ec ndal. A new Ministry has conse-
quently been found, with M, Bourgeois for Premier. Under the cir-
cumstanees of lhe times the new Minister for War may possibly also
attain to exceplional prominence, He is M, Cavaignae,

An official announcement hia been made of the engugement of
Princess Maude of Wales to the son of the Crown Prince of Den.
mark —the prince, that ir, to whoee ra fonal ideas of homan nmature,
even a@ conlained in royal v asscls, we referred a week or two since,
His royal consort, perhaps, may give him a belter couceit of himself,
The marriage, meantime, will be, once more, a family effair —bride
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