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Mary, whose light foot made vo sound npon the walk, had reached
the littls carringe now, and had bent, with & mother’s inatinet, to see
the child which lay beneath the coarse canopy, covarad with s bit of
woollen blanket, An inward sob stirred her as she eaw how like the
little face upon the poor pillow was to her own baby's face, in ita sharp,
pincbed outline and its pallor.

% Bat it ig too pale,” she thonght, and with quick alarm she turned
back the blanket and touched one tiny hand, It wasicy cold and
the pulse was etiil.

As Mary lifted herself with the awe of wbat ghe had discovered
full wpon her, the mother raised her eyea and, seaing the tall, fair
fizure in white in the half light before her, with the endless pity in
her eyes, she clasped her hands and half rose to fall upon ber knees,
suppoaing it to be the Holy Virgin or one of the eaints to whom she
had besn praying.

“ Yoor baby—"

Mary tried to spesak, but ber voice faltered,

The woman knew then that her visitor was mortal, and mur.
mured in broken worda :—

“ Ah, madam ! yes, my bady, He eleeps. So, that is well ;”
and she touched the yellow blanket gently, as anly & mother touches
her baby's little limbs.

Mary looked st her, her eyes heavy with nushed tears, doubting
how to apeak the truth ; but when she spoke it was not what ehe had
thought of saying, only, very softly :

« My baby is dying, I donot think ghe will live through another
night,"”

& Ah, what n sorrow,” whispered the other.

* Yeu," Mary anawored, simply, * All my babies die,
tbree. God does not give me milk for them.”

“ Ah, Jesu 1 and so they die ;" aad the French woman shook her
bead mournfully.

“] come bere mil the nights,” she eaid, looking up at Mary,
whose face had grown fixed and strange ; “that is good for so sick
babies, I atay 8o late ; but then that policeman, he send me home,
Where I live is Foundry Btraet. But I come back—yes, I come back.
Then it ahall go better with thia laetel baby.”

“ Yeg, he is asleep now, and he will not bg gick any more " ; and
Mary drew aside tha blanket,

With suddes doubt the mo'her bant over her child, pressing her
cheek agaipst his, and clasping his hands, When she knew that he
wag dead she gatkered the wasted little figure i her arms with a
great maternal geature a1d held it close agaiast her heart, her own
face as white ag hiz, mormuaring exclamalions and words of love and
pity in French,

For a time Mary stood in silence by her side, touching her
shoolder with one band as if to let ber know that she was not alone,
Then at last ehe said with eoft authority : —

% Now you must take the baby home—the dear little baby. I
want to go with you, aud my baby needs me now.”

The womag lifted her head, facing Mary wi h ejes whic: had a
#trange, childlike piteouscess,

¥ 'Will Madame tell me what I ahall do 7' she faltered,

Far answer Mary smoothed and straightened thi pillows in the
carriage and made the mother lay her child back in ite place, then ag
their hapds met Mary said, as if it were a prayer;—

v God comfori you, and comfort me, and save ue from what iy
woree than death.”

Then ehe gtood aeife to give the’poor mother har right to p'ace
her own bands alone wpon the sacred little ark and slowly wheel it
on its sorrowful journey. Thua they passed in silencs, back through
the soliry paths toward 1he Foundry street tenement,

When they reached 1he walk before her own house Mary pointed
upward to the open window aod e:id : —

“ My baby i3 there.”

The woman s*ond still, loocking up througb the tears which had
been streaming in patient grief down ber cheeks,

' Alas,” ehe cried, * madame is an angel, and yet, such sorrows |
Madams must lose the leetel child, three that madame loved ¢ "

(1o be Continued )

I bave had

DUNEDIN CATHOLIC LITERARY ®OCIETY,

e S —

MR C, E. HAUGHTOK presided at the ordinary meeting held on last
Wedpendsy evening, tha 18th inst, et St Joseph's Bchoolroom, The
pvening was epent in tran-acting business which had falien into
arrears, and arrangements gome into for making tbe next session
atill more guocess(ul than the present one,

A vote of thanks to Mr Dobbin for his e¢xcellent lecture of the
previous evening wad passed, and to Mr J. Hally for so kindly
taking & placa at the last moment in the team which met the Moray
Piace Society, one of the gentlemen seiected not beiog sble to be
present on that evening.

The usual comp'iment to the chair lerminated the proceedings,

AMERICAN COACH FACTORY,

sworms o ommssomor | G D. CRONIN. |

will vot see the foot bridge disappear without keen emotion,

REV THEOPHILUS LE MENANT DES
OHEBNAIS, B,M,
———————

(From an oceasional Correspondent.)

Temvuka, September 21, 18985,
I HAVE no donbt the many friends of the Rev Father Le Menant
des Chesnals will be glad to hear a tsw words about him, Bince the
rev gentleromn's arrival here he hes won the goodwill, respeot and
esteem of ull with whom he has come in contact, and no one could
possibly ve so unlversally belaved by the people lu 8o short & time as
this good and venerable priest, Wa all corpider it & great honour to
have much & man of learning in onr wldst, and there is one thing
which oasta a shadow over our joy, and that ie the fear that o & few
monthe he may be removed from as, Singe Father Lo Menant came
he bas done good bayond measure, Besides a large amount of parush
work, he has done other good work, At 8t Mary's, Pleasant Point, he is
drawing a good bumber of nov-Oatholies (o heer his learned discourses,
and he has already received five into the Church, Should he remasin
hera for mome time the prospects are bright in this respect. In
Temuka he is the hero of the homr on account of his lectnres on
“The Reunion of Christendom.” These are bsing attonded by a
large pamber of pon-Oatholics and sceptics, some of whom come
from a distance of fully six miles, Those who can appreciate things

/ sbove the ordinary (Protestants) pronounce these lectures the ablest

they have ever heard, and some of them have eaid they conid liaten
to them for four or five houra, On the whole, Father La Menant
bas done much good to Oatholicism, aod § have no doabt that all
will join me in expressing a wish that ba may be long spared to do
good work in the Church, in which he is & great oraameat,

FIRST COMMUNION AT KERRYTOWN.
— —
(From an oceasicnal Correspondent.)
Temuks, September 21,

Last week wap rather a memorable one for a large number of
children at EKrrrytown, when they mode their first communion,
They had heen prepared for this great act by the Rev. Father
Le Meaant des Onesnais, by & retrast extending over thres days,
On Tuursday was the grand day. Mass was celebrated at half-pant
eight, whea an efficient choir rendered appropriate bymns. Miss D,
Hoare presided 1n her unsoal effizient style at the orgin. Father
Ls Mepant preached a sermon on the * Blessed Eucharist,” which
was characteristic for its simplici y. The firet communion spactacle
wag very impressive, The girls were dregsed in white, with flowing
veile, and wreaths of flowers, and lighted candles; and the boys
wore sashes, After Masa the children were takcn to » warquee
(kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. M, Scannell, of the Wallingford
Hotel, Temuoks ), which had been erected near the schnol, whera a
sumptuous breakfast had Leen prepared for them by the ladies of
the congregation, Missea Hoare, Stevenson, Mr Sullivan, Coughlan,
and Brosnahan were most indefatigable in their atieotion to the
wants of the children. At balf-past two o'clock a grand procsssion,
with banuers, ete,, gracefully waving, was held round the convent
grounds. The procession over in the school a renewal of baptismal
vows was mads, Father Le Menant again preached ao impressive
sermon on *‘ Perseverance,” and the Benediction of the Most Blesged
Bacrament brought a happy day to a close.

All who do business with the Live Btock General Tnsuranca
Company of New Z:aland will bave their claime promptly end
gatisfaciorily eetiled. The alivantages offered by the Company ara
most deserving uf attention.

Messrs A and T Inglis invite mepection of their spring and
summer novelties, a shipment of which has jast been landed by the
firm.

It sbould be good news to agriculturists that the prics of the
Malden lsland guano hes been reduced. The valusble properties of
the manure are universally acknowle xged,

It is ennounced that hy the inetractions of the directors of the
Otago Farmers’ Co-operative Asgociation, the executive comtnittees
will make arraogements to start the businees at once.

It ie whispered that the resignation of Bismarck's son-in.law of
bis post at the Siate Foreign Office, Berlin, 18 the opening scene of a
determined campaign against the Emperor on the part of tha
ex-Chancellor. Some samzll writings of William I, are in Bismarek’s
posaession, and their publication would be m- at digngreeable to the
Eaiser.

The last vestize which bound Strasburg to Feance will soon
disappear. The old picturesque bridge of boats which spanned the
Rhbine between Kebl and Strasburg ie doomed. The word * France,”
which was on one of the centte pla ks and 2ut the river in two, *
maiked 1he frontier. This was the only means of going from Stras-
burg to Kehl and vice versa for those who loved to go on foot across
the postic Rhive and have a glance at the blue Alsatian Mountains.
July 22, 1870, just twecty-five years sgo, the Badenese, who from tha
15th bad been massed on the right bank and half the bridge which
belonged to them, awept io by tbe railroad bridge from Htragborg to
Baden, The Strasburgese who up to this feit he was & Frenchman,
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