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REUNION OF CHRIBTENDOM.
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(A Beries of Leotures delivered in Bt Joseph's Chureh, Temuks, by
the Very Bev Father LE MENANT pEa CHESNATY, B. M)

Lecrore 1I,—I8 THE B1sLE A FICTION—AN ALLRGORY ! T8 IT
UNSCIENTIFIC AND IKCcEEDIBLE! ¢ TEk LoORD Is OUR LAw-
arveER” (Is, XXXIII, 22)

This evening we shall confine our cbservations to the bookn of
the Old Testament, whose anthenticity, veracity, and integrity have
been vialently contested or positively denied by Ra':onalists, I.—
Is the Bible & fiction—an allegory? The first thing wbhich stiikes
me abont the Bible is ite antiguity. It is the most aocient book in
the world. It was written long before the works of Phericides,
Thocydides, Herodotue, and Xeuophon, who are called the * Fathere
ot History,” and at least five bundred before the poems of Homer
and other ancient poets. Far from being a fiction or an allegory, it
givern precine account of the e‘nrly families, races and nations of
manking ; their habitations, their laws and customs, It throwsa
wanderful light oo the primitive history of the Chaldeans, the
Agayrians, the Persians, the Medee, the Egyptians, and meny other
tamons nations, It points out the gradusl growth of arts and
sciences, agriculture, commerce, navigation, astronomy, geography,
military art, mosic, etc. The descriptions of the minerals, plants,
and animais of the Bible hava astonigshed all scientists who have
studied those guestiona by their woundsrful precigion, completeness,
and exactoess, I[L-—The Bible is not unscieatific : science and vhe
Bibla are agreed :—(1) That all the things we behold were gradu-
ally evolved or taken out from a ptimitive matter. (2) Tnat all
the earth wae once eubmerged aad in a chaotic state, (3) That
the luminous fluid existed before the ga'are, &3 ia pow admitted by
tha most eminent ecientiele and was suspected by Newton and Enler,
(ree Lysll’s * Elements of Gaology).” (1) That the vegetable
preceded the animal kingdom. (5) That marine epesies were first
created, and that fishes and birde have an aguitic origin, as Mr
Huxlay pretenie io bave discovered on the 7.h Fibruary, 18683,
although clearly stated by Moses 4000 yeirs ago; that terrestial
apimale next made their appearano: o1 the earth, and last of ull
man, the lord of greation, (6) That the firat min ani womain were
created in a perfect state, whereis the creation of plants, birds, fishes
and other liming creatures was maltiplex. The theory of evolution
of Mr Dirwin is untenable, being both nnscientifiz and unreasonable,
(1) It iz uoscientific beeause science takes ita data from fac's, and the
theory of evolution aud spontaneons generation is a gratitious assump-
tion. F ourens, Milne Edward, B.land, Dumas, Bronsard in tteir
joiot report to the Academy of Beiences or the 25:h February, 1865
declared evolution and spontaneous gaseration to be a myth, an
illosion, and that there is not th: rhalow of a prosf to show that 1t
has ever taken place, (2) I\ ia noreasgoable bacaise it is contrary
tohistoricsl and scientific experience. Ta2deseription of animals by
Aristotle, Pliny, Horodotuas, ete., 18 as accarate to-lay aa it was then
Again, no cause can produce an eff2ct greater than {tself ; spirttual
substances belng suaperior to material ones, 1t 18 1mpossihle that onr
goul, which is spiritual and intelliget, shoald have evilved from s
material substance which is inferior ty it. I.et Darwin, Denton or
Ernest Hos:kel explain to us how thought sod intelligence ¢)uld be
pvolved frum a material substance or from animal life. The Aiff r-
pnce between man and animale ia atriking, Animals never progress .
they always remain the sams, Man is the oniy being who can master
languages, and 14 susceptible of indefiaita progress in scierees and
arts, The birds make their nests to-day as they did a thousand years
ago, the bees their hives, and the ants their subierranesan babitations,
ate,, but they never improve, they never ehange—they remain always
stationary. Not so man, who elways advances, progresses, and makes
new discoveriza, Let evolutionists preduce a chimpanz e or an
oraag-outang able to play on tbe violin, on the guitar, on the barp.
We shall listen to them with pleasure. Lzt these inhabitants of the
forests come before cur House of Parlinment or Lagisiative Assembly
and state their titles to our kinghip  Until then let Mr Darwin and
his friends permit ua to believe that we are men avd not monkeys,
1t is objected agaioat the Bible that the cwmogrny of Moses canoot
be reconciled with modern geologieal di coveries, Thisis an illusion.
Thera is no proof whatever th & Moses intended to give a geognoss of
the world, Accordiog to 5t Augustine in his buck of ** The Crity of
God * the wor:d was croated in an indivisible moment, and Moses
rolates successively what God did intbat instant to mak: ws appre-
ciate the wondars of creation. There ia nlao the ggetem of prophetic
Accotding to thissystem Moses was favoursd by God with
gix visions, He beheld the earth in a chaotic sta‘e smrrounded by
darkness. Then light appeared and wscattered the darkness,
Next the firmament was seen aa & glorious dome suspended
arouad the whole earth; then the golden sup, the wilvery
moon, the sparkling stars shone forth and divided day and nignt.
Fiahes awam in the wa ers; brds flsw in the air. Again, animals
ran on the surface of the earth ; and, last of all, man appeared full
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of majesty and grandear, and God rested from his work, Mosas
relates things as he saw them, and the worda “day snd night"'
simply point ont the beginning and end of each successive vision,
Wa may also admit the syatem of unlimited periods of hundreds of
thoveands, nay of miilions, of years. Daring thess unhmited
periods those phenomeoa would have been produced which hava
recently come to light. Ba 1his as it may, certain it is that the days
and nights of Moses Were not measnred by the rotation of the earth
around its axis or i'se movement romad the aun, which made its
appearance ooly on the toarth day of the creation. Any ot thess
gystemsg ia suffizient to recimeile the cosmogony of Mosea with
moders soientific discoveries, II[,—Is the Bible i .gredible, as
rationalists pretend? In order to anawer this objaction we must
know how the Bible was compaised, The facts related in it were
collected immediately after they had bappened, when their trath
and accuracy could be ascartained by all thosa present. The acconnt
was read before the whole assembly of the people, and not accapted
unless declated to be accarate and precise, It waa then examined
by the synagogue. The anthentic version was kept in the treagory
of the Temple uuder varions locks and keys. Twelve exaot copies
were made, and one sent to each tribe, and caretully bremsurad ap,
It wae pain jof death to add, diminish or alter the sama, Add to
thig, that the Jews bad such a veneration for their Beriptares that
they were ready to die for avery word zoutained them, and
alwayd carried them along with them in their peregrinations to
Chaldea, Pereia, Egypt, &c. The miracles related by Moges wera
witnessed by 600,000 soildiers, withont reckoning women and
ehiidren. Hie sincerity was such that he did not conceal his owa
ging, those of hie siaster Mary, his brother Asron, and those of hig
people. 8o disinterested was he that he appointed Joabuas, a
stranger, to succeed him instead of ona of hiz children, becinse
commanded to do a0 by God, The Baok of Judges, the Bioks of
King, and those of the] Prophets confirm what he bai emii, and
Christ our Lord approved of them all. Appion (an enemy of the

Jews), Porphbyrius, 8.nchoaiathon admit the taslity of the
miracles of Moses. Alexander Polyhistor gives the history
of Joeph. Mariette, the pgreat HKsyptologiat, has diseivered

the prison of Joseph which is held 1o great veneration by the Arabs
and 18 called Koeynyuscepp, The famous papyrus manoseripts of
Ballier and Anastisins describe the ten plagues of Egypt, Paintings
discovered at Thebes, and verions Bgyptian sealptures confirm the
same, What a diffzrencs be'ween the style of ihe Scristures and of
the Pagan writers) The Seriptures speak ooly of God and His
wonderful Providence, and of the eternal destiny of man, Po:te,
philusophers, aud historians tronble themselves very little about God’g
glory ; they attribute all great sctions to man’s genius, scizoce, and
experience. The prophecies of the Scriptures have every charasteps
istiec of D.vine inapirati.n, They state elearly and dig‘inctly, in no
ambiguous terms, what was to happen agee after. When he had ng
children Abraham declared that he would be the ancestor of the
Messiab, that hig posterity world remain four hundred years captive
in Egypt and come out with great riches (Gen. xv, 13 143, Jacob
foretold that there wonld be s ruler in the family of Judah ti1] tha
coming of the Mesuiah (xliv, 10). 1hebirth of Josiag was annanoeed
thres hundred years in advance (Kings, xiil, 2), Cyros was called by
bis neme two bundred years baforea he was borr, and it was
apfiounced that be would destroy the Ewmpire of Babylon {iv K ugs,
xx 16. Is. xliv, xlv). Jeremiah foretold the duration of the Kimng.
dom, of the eap ivity of Babylon, Daniel amounced the exact time
of the coming of Christ, and the destiny of the four empires. All
these propheciee, and many others we corld quote, have been fulfilled
to the letter, and clearly demonstrate the inspira‘ion of the Hcly
Scripture  From what we have sta‘'e”, it is evideat that the Bible i3
not a fietion or an allegory, bnt a wonderful histories] book, with
geaphic and a~curate descriptions of places and peoples, their waye
and maooers, and the progress of arts and sciences, Secondly, it
harmonises with modern ecientific discoveries. Tordly, the objec-
tiove of rationalists rest priocipaily on th: misrepresentation of the
sacred text, Fourthly, the facts of the Bible are autbentic and trae.

Lastly, the wonderfnl miracles and prophecies reco-ded ia it prove
it tobe the word of God, given to men for their go:dance and to
en.ble them to reach their destiny,

The liviog singers whose artistic greatness was onca the taik of
Eorope arerapidiy becoming tewer. Last year divd Madame Alboni ;
and now the death ie announced of Madame Miplur-Oarvalho, one ol'!
the first Iyric actresses of the contury. She was bornat Marseilles 68
years ago, aod as a girl of 12 entered at the Paris Congervatoire
where she sludied un ler Duprez,  Her voice was sot of the firat mde['-
1 fulness, grreogih, and compass, but she had a fine muscianly
instinet and innate ekiifulness o impersonation. che wag the
orig nal Marga rite of * Faust,” ana it wans for her Gonnod ¢omposed
the purt,  Wien the work was converied into opera she and Jhristing
Nileson tock the role on alternate nights,  Her other great creations
were Fanchonette, La Reine Topaze, and Mreille, and in whataver
opers 8he appeared 1t was slwaye with euccess. Bhe marricd M,
Cirvalho, the director of the Perig Opera Comique, 1853, and & pe red
for a eesson st O .vent @Qarden. Ic is vearly 10 yeats einzs ghe
retired from the stage, bul her voice had lost littls of its freshness
and clearness, and was often heaid st chartable entertninments,
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