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THE discussion Iast week in committee on the
liquor Bill bad some interesting points ; the adop-
tion, for example, of a& provision icflicting a
penalty of £10 op spy person obtaining liguor on
Bunday uander the false pretence that he is e lodger or traveller,
Does this, by the way, include the informer who, under such & pre-
tence, might try to entrap theunwary publican? Mr R, McKenszie's
propoeal, had it not been lost, might add to the interest of our
gtreots and mghways, It was to the effsct that a prohibited persen
should wear as a distinctive badge a red or blue ribbon. The oppo-
pition was etrong against Mr Seddon’s proposal that the poll shenld
be takeo on the same day as the geperal election. We do not know
however, that Captain Ruesell's inference might not have another
pide. Under the circnmstaocer, he said, the eale of gzrog would
dominate the whole political situation. But general politics perbaps
would temper or covnteract in some degree the probibitionist fury,
Mr J. W. Eelly’s motion that the polling day be the second Wedzee-
day in April, wes carried on the voices. Most interesting of all,
meantime, wae Mr W, Hutchison’s moticn—that no Yiquer be sold to
sny woman, How, may we sak, docs this fit in with the equality of
the sexes ! Mr T. Mackenzie wonld make an exception of the wife
of a toorist or a traveller, to whom, while travelling, he would aliow
a glass of wine, On the whole it will be seen that as we have said
the discupsion was not withont ite poiots of interest,

ODD3 AND
ENDS,

QOoe of the czamiration papers of & yourg girl in a city school
contained the question : " Whiech zone producea the highest type of
man?'" In nomistekeble characters the anewer read : “ The Tem-
perance zone,”

We had ourselves sngzested that in dealing with Turkey relative
to the condition of thinge in Armenia tha British Government might
find themselves in & position of some difficulty, A Mabomwmedan
who writea in the Nineteenth Centuwry bears us out, He describes
the atate of Mussulman feeling in India, concluding as follows (~—
« Jf the British and the Irish pacple, either Conservative or Radieal,
calmly think over the grest reaponsibilities which they h.ve asathe
rolers of the greatest Empire now existiog in the world, and if they
¢learly appreciate their du'y as the rulers of the greatest Moslem
commuoity in the morld, they will not ba carried away by racial or
ecclesiantical prejudices. They will calmly and iapartially judge
bsfare they condemn or azitate against any Mos'em power or king-
dom with which sixty millions of their fellow-subj-cts bave stroog
sympnthies. They will not readily take part in aoy ontery egainst
Turkey or apy Mucrsalman State, simply beeause the latter is nota
Christian or European Btate.”

M. anwhile ou'rages of the same atrocious kind o ntinus to be
reported from Armenia, Whatever, therefore. may ba the claima on
England of ber Muossulman suabjects, her obligations towards
pumani'y are still more wrgent.

A writer the Fortnightly for Jualy gaya that it is “ a fact oot less
remarkable than unexpecied that ia our day there should be an un-
mistekable renewal of streagith aand witality in the Papacy.” “ As
with the French peasantry and middle classes,” be concludes, ' 80 the
Italiace of the corresponding class only ask to be left alone, and in
their hearts curae their rulers, struggling for plunder in the distant
capital, Bo the Vatican looks oo quietly nntil everything Italian has
gne to em1sh, When th: army bas died for waat of provisions,
when th: fliet hag baen seized by ber creditors, when France parri-
gons Bpezia, and a Bussian equ.dron is moored in the Biy of Nuaplaes,
when the last nungry deputy has scraped the fiaal soldo out of the
Tressury-chest and has retired to make boots once more 1o his viliage,
when the ¢arabinicre and the brigand, the finarciere and \be contra-
bandista picoic amicably under the shade of the chestnui— hea the
time will be at hand for the preat Hestitntion, and once more the
character of the Holy Father will unite with 1that of Bovereya
Porctith.”

i
4 The Chuarch,” this writer had bafore aaid, '* balieves that all the
pooret and most of the middle and respectable classes aigh for the
good old days—all save the political adventurer and the money-
lender,” “And.” he adds in a note, * it must be admitted by any
one knowing Italy, past and present, that theyjcerta’nly were far
more cootented in thoge days.”

The discovery of argon hsa led already tothat,in our atmosptere,
of another gan called belium, which in 1868 Mr Norman Lickyer bad
ohgerved in the chromoaphere of the snm.

At oue time wa bad heard the common hounse-fly accused as the
canse why the sandy-blight—an eapeci«lly painfal disorder ol the aye
—wag B yearly recurring apidemic in a certain Anstralian township.
When the flies were numercus people said it invariably renewed its
annual appearance and became woree, Scientific experiment sesms
now to confirm this view. Theexperimentsio question were recently
tried by Mr W. T. Burgess. He, we are told, put flies in momentary
contact with certain microbes prepared for the purpose—harmlesa
micraber,=lest, bis conclusions proving trae, mischief might result.
Then be let the flies fly abaut for saveral houra in a lsrge room,
When caughtagain they were made to walk overslic:s of sterile potatoes
After being incnbated for some days the potatocs were covered with
growthe of the organism wherever the flies had waiked, Theconelu-
sion necessarily is that the des!raction of house-flies, as a dangarons
source of infection, is to be zemlously undertik:m and thoroughly
carried out,

The office of the Church (writes Professor 8t George Mivart)
is not to teach science, whother physical or historical, The Pope
apeaks, oot as a critic but as a roler, whos; duty is to watch over
the welfare, not of sciencs, bat of souls. Had the office of the
Chureh been to teach scieace she would bave failed indeed, Bat ua
long 88 we hold there is a moral ruler above ue, and that our deli-
herate nctiona in this 1nitial ephere of our existence have everlasting
congequencea, the Chareh's action is abundantly juetified. All the
errorg of seience, physical or historical, do not weigh io the balance,
even infinitesimally, compared with the everlagliog destiny of one
human soul,

Mary (writea the Rev J. D. Breen, O.8.B.) is to be held person-
ally responsible for the burning of heretics, 0'ly in the same sense
in woich Qieen V.ctoria ia to be held responsible for the masesacre
of Bepoysduring the Indian mutiny.

Lady Cook is also, s we might suppose, an advocats for
v rational dress reform."” Bhe publishzs an article on drees, from
the time it consisted in a smearing of the body wi h unguents down
to the present day. One p.int, however, she misses—* Josephus,’
she tells we, ¢ says that the Jewish ladies powdered their hair with
gold dust, Afriean princes do the same,” How then had it eseaped
her Ladyship’s rescarches that, amonyg the follies of the Third
Empire, was \he same practice,. The Empress Eugénie got the
eredit of introducing it--and, poesibly with more trath than that
with which is othir instances she was accredited with initiating
folly. The splendours of the Imperial ¢ourt veeded to be renewed
or sustained. QOoae ex ravaganca bringe on another. Probably thias
burnishing of the bair with gol i led to th: fashionof dyeing it red —
in vogue at the same time, or a little after, The red, however, was
not the carroty bue that, for the most part, people do not admire.
It waa & deeper colonr, somewhat more roddy thaa old gold, and to
gome faces it was not unbecoming. Ledy Cook, theo, happene cn &
good deal, real or imgicary, but, in eweeping together her details,
scme pointe ercaps her.

“ [oguirer muat redlly rddress his future questions to ¢ Notes
and Quetien,” We do cot believe a child’s knickeras were firat worn
io Micaragua,”

His Warship the Mayor of Dunedin last week, on behalf of the
Goveroor, presented certificates and medals of the Royal Humane
Sociely ot Australasia to certain gentlemen, who had deserved them
as follows : —Mr Welby Harl Fisber, of 8t Clair, who bad resgaed



