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What, then, are the rights of the case ? Or what ig the
nature of the cla'm that the Imperial Government has in this
matter on the colonies ?  The danger to thess colonies arises
from the Imperial connection. What is it, for cxample,
that keeps France in New Caledonia, or makes her, if report
speak true, hanker after the anmexation of the New
Hebrides ? I it not lest England should command a pre-
ponderance in these seas that might seem to belittle her own
standing as & great rival nabion, or to inlerfece with her
interests as such? We may conclude, too, that her pregent
undertaking in Madagascar is not carried on withont thoughts
of a similar kind to influence her, or without hor having a
design of placing or keeping herself in a position of closer
equality, (Germany, too, if she has a desire for colonial
expansion or foreign settlement, may be taken as influenced
by like motives. KEven now the Berlin Press are calling
out that, since, as they affirm, Kngland is about to acquire
an igland off the coast of China, Germany also must secure
a naval station in the East.

1t is, in short, we say sgain, theic Tmperial connection
that places these colonies in any danger that they may be in
from hostile attacks. That in the event of war, in which
England should be engaged, they would actually encounter
guch a danger is manifest. All doubts as to the part to be
played by them, under such circumstances, for example, have
been put an end to in the eyes of foreign nations by the
expedition that went from Sydney to the Soudan at the time
of the late war. If there had been any doubt before, which
perhaps, was hardly possible, that demonstration must have
put an end to it.

The necesgity, then, of providing for their own defence,
apart from the gervice of the navy, by which, as the T%mes
seems also to acknowledge, England must in any case pre-
serve the povereignty of the seas, has been im .osed upon
these colonies by the Imperial tie. This has already sub-
jected them to a very heavy expense, and, as Colonel Fox's
recent report seems to show for New Zealand, a good deal
more remains still to be expended.

The recommendation, therefore, of the Defence Com-
mittee would appesr to be extravagant, The proposal of
the Z%mes, too, though more delicately put, is hardly less
deserving of resistance. The burden of the colonies, with a
promise, or a threat, of constant increase, i3 already suffi-
ciently onerous, and it is borne by Imperial imposition and in
Imperial interests, Colonial tax-payers should listen to no
proposals of the kind alluded to.

CIBCUMSTANCES have made it necessary to anticipate by a day
tte time fixed for the juvenile opera and conce:t to be given at the
Princess Theatre, Dnnedin, in aid of the parochial schools condocted
by the Dominican runs, The pight appointed is now that of
Thuraday, tbe 19 b inst. Everything is prepared for an entertain-
ment of & very high order, and people desirous of giving a helping
band Lo a most deferving ohjsct may purchase their tickets plso with
an assurance of obt:ining full valus for their money. Toe pupis of
the nung will be scen and heard at their best, and that is saying a
good deal—in fac', we need pay no more,

A WEEKLY singing class has been opened by the Dominican
Nane at Bt Joseph's S:koolroom, Danelin, Ladies desirous of atudy-
ing the art will find attendance at the class of great assistance to
them. In order to facilitate such attendance tne nums bave con-
siderately fixed the fee ot the lowest possible figore,

WE publi b 1n another place the Governmeant Inspector’s report
ot the Cathulic Bchools in South Canterbury .

I (" TAPLEY,” in the Advocatr) esteam it the greatest privilege
of my life tu bave koown tie little patiiarch of Kynstan, the late
Dean Geoghegan, and now that it has transpired that he died with-
out sufficient money to pay bis frneral expenases, I pay homage to
his memory mora reverently thamever. Tae opportunities which
the Dean had during his Ling carecr in Kyoeton of amassing vast
worldly wealth were great indeed, and his poverty at death speake
eloguently of the charity which he practis~d all throngh his life.
That he gave his worldly wealth to the poor was culy what misht
have been expected from one of his genercus nature, but that he
gave it without ostentation, and in such a way that but few, if any,
knew of the extent of bis liberality, reflcts tha grealest horozr npon
bis memory, Itis in the highest degree creditable to the Catholig
priesthor & of Victoria that such unselfishness as that represented in
the case of Dean Groghegan 18 by no means uncommon, Ths la e
Dean Donaghy died pos.essed of one solitary balf-crcwn, and the
late Father O'Dowd, «f Ballarat, had not a1 fficient to pay for his
burial,
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AN address (saya the Syduey Freeman ol August 31) Il'as~
delivered on Monday night in the Centennial Hall, Brisbane, by
Prisr Vaughan on the condition and bettermen: of the English
magees, The Colonial Secretary prerifed, and the attendance waa
very lirge. Prior Vaughan stated that Mr Samuel Eordern, of
Sydoey, had premiecd to sapplement the first £1000 collected
with a cheqoe for £200, A motion to the cffcct that the movement
wag worthy of tbeir support was moved by the Attorney-General
(Mr Byroes), scconded by the Mayor, and carried nnanimonsly,

ANOTHER member of onr o'd nobility, we learn, bas dis-
tinguiehed himeell—a8 thus : — Lord Wodehouse has been removed
from the commission of the peace for assaulling the chairman of an
election meetiog in Bast Norfoik."

TH® time for holdirg the Milton Art Uspion i drawiog mnesr,
and friends are requested to send in blecks sud remilthnees as scon
a8 c.:nvenient. A list will be published in next issne of the TABLET,
It is most desirabie that no pustponemesnt should take placs, and it
ia not intended that there should be one,

THE Rev Futher Hilsry, C P. (oays the Monitor) is expected in
Hobart early in SBep‘ember to conduct the retreat for the Sisters of
Charity, e and Father Cillistas will then retarn to the Pasaionist
Monastery, Guoulbura, N, 8. Wales, as the New Town parish {8 too
poor ta provide for the maintenance of two Passionist Fathars, and
the rule for Regulars prohibits ons only huving cire of a mission,

BOMETHING more, hes, than * gas,” explosive or quiescent, hag
come of th: Premier's late visit to the Uriweras, A deputation from
the tribe, which visited Wellington last week to make friendly
respouses a0d overtures, may, for example, be tak2q as & result of
quite another kind, and sa very creditable to ¥Mr Beddon's diplomacy.
The deputation also invitsd Lord Glasgow to visit their conntry—
hig Excellency signifying s gracious consent.

CHRISBSTCHURCH,
R —— e
(From our own Correspondent.)

THE thirty-sixth yearly meeting of the Canterbury Chamber of
Commerce was held list week spd the committee presented the
annnal report. When speaking of the Chatbam Islands steam
sarvice the report saye :—' Yoor committee has used its exertions to
thwart the s'eps now being taken in certain quarters to transfer thig
service from Lyttelton to Welhogton, The Government bave ag-
nounced that the service will at least not be disturbed dering the
present coatract, which ends in March next, and it is to be boped
that every effort w:l! be used to prevent Canterbury being deprived
of s trade which she bas created and cultivated for years,” A local
paper points oot that, though the Canterbury Chamber of Commerce
15 entitled to the tbanks of the community for attempting to prevent
& diversion of the Chatham Islands trade, yet stronger ressens than
those urged for ite retention as at present are needed., Neitber the
fact that the islande bave bien developed by Canterbury eapital nor
the fact that the present service was established by Cantetbuory
eaterprise, form any unanswerabls argument against a change. The
Goveromert will have (o consult the wiihea of the settlers on the
iglands, and should Canterbury wish to retain the trade she will bave
to convince them that their best interests are served by maintaining
their connection with Lyttelton, The question is one which cannot
be decided oo eentimental grounds, Therefors Canferbury will have
to defeat the efforis of Wellington to alter the Chatham Islands
trade by showing that ezpediency ss well ag gentiment are on the
wide of the present arangement. A mojority of the settlers, it
sceras, aTe in favour of Jetting malt'ers remain as they are,

At the recent Anglican Synad in this city, the president, Bishap
Julius, delivered an anuoual address, and when speaking of the
Anglican Chureb at Home, he said :—* Never, duriog the past three
centuries, had men a2 yearned for religivus onity ae they did to-day,
The Evangelical Alhance of the Gricndelwald conferences wag &
movemeat of striking interest in the Eatablished Church in Scotland ;
the reunion of Methodist communicrs in Aus.ralia was also a sign
that Christian men were learning to recrgoise the simple f.lly of
division, Hence it waa that the Papal letter to the Eopglish people
had ereated a deep and wwlespread iaterest, The lebier was not
addressed to the Aoglican Chureh, buf, ¢ to the Enzlish people who
seck the kingdom of Christ o the unity of faith.” It makes mo
propoeals and suggests no conceesions, but was merely, as a3 Roman
Catholic writer truly says, one long insistance upen the efficacy of
prayer, and an almost pathetic sppeal to the English peopla to
joia with the Pope in prayer for the blessing of reunion uwpom the
Oburch.  But though ail Obristians, Catholics included, are fully at
liberty to agrec to pray in order to gain n good and a common
advantage, yet the t'athol e Ohurch does not permit her ¢ .ildren to
jon in the ritnal of any otber Church, This must be simply the
meaning of the warning which Catholica are said to have received
on this point, and therefore the B:shop must bo somewhst in error
when he paya :—“ The letter to the English pecpls merked a distinct
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