
The fourteenthannual gathering of theGaelic Society washeld onFriday evtning in the GarrisonHall,Dunedin. The chair was takeaby Mr J. F.M.Fraser, and on the platform, basideitheofficials andthemembers of thecommittee, were hisWorship the Mayorof thecityaad representativesof kindrtd societies,such as theBurns Club, theHawke's Bay Highland Society, the Waitaki Gaelic Society,' theSouthland Gaelic Society, the Irish Gaelio Society. The Very Bey
Father Lynch Adm., and the BeyFathers Ntwport, J.O'Neill todHunt, who had come to be present atthe concert, wert also invited,asrepresentatives andpatronß of the Irish GaelicSociety, to take seatsupon th* platform. The report of the Society for thepast yearwhichshowed a flourishing andpromising state of affairs, had beencirca-leted, in English arid Gaelic, throughout thehall. It's adoption waproposed by the Rev John Ryley, who, in a neatly turned speech"
made graceful reference to the presence of the representatives Ofother societies, and of other communions and nations and the good
effects he believed it must produce. The revspeakermade kindly
mention by name of theB«v Father O'Neill, with whom, he ssid, hefrequently met inmovingabout. The motion wassecondedby MrDugaldM'Lachlan, whohadrecently, after manyyearß constant and valuableservice, and on the plea of advancing age, retired from the Chairmanship of the Society— where be had been worthily replaced byM'Lachlan McDonald. The Mayor enppcrLsd the motion, expressing
his personalsympathy with the objects of the Society, The Bey
Father O'Neill who wasrequested to act as the spokesmanof theIrishGaelic Society, in promotion of whose ends he takes a particularly
active andsuccessful part at Milton, also supported the motion. Ina brief but telling speech he referred to a visit recently paid by himto Scotland, where,he said,he hadsniffed the heather of the High-
lands and been as nearly cbaDgedby it into a Highlander a> it waspossible for an Irishman to be. He identified Scotch Highlanders
and Irishmen through their common ancestry, and appealed to tbe
well-established fact that Gaelic was spokenby Adam andEve in theGarden of Eden as a reason why its study should now be sustained
and revived. In reply to the kindly reference made to him per-sonally by the Rev Mr Byley, Father O'Neill said that bis acquaint-
ance withthe rev gentleman had broadened his views and be«n themeans of ridding him of mistaken ideason severalpoints. Mr Byley
he added, badgiven him O'Neill; a section for a CatholicChurch at Catling. Father O'Neiirs remarks were received with
high appreciationand much applauseand laughter by the audience.The other speakers wore Mr J. B.Thompson,representing the BurnsClub ;Mr Chisholm, representing the Highland Society of Hawke'aBay; and Mr John McDonald (of Palmerston), who, like MtM'Lachlan, spoke in Gaelic. A telegram in the old tongue, con-veying, from the Hon J. M'Kenzie and the Hon J. Macgregor,
apologies for unavoidable absence,and a warmmessage ofsympathy*
was read.

'
The work proper to the evening was then begun— that is, thework ofrecalling the finer sentimenta of the people,— the strain ofcourse,humour, pathos, or pleasantry, that had been the distinctivefeature of by-gone generations, and whoserecollection and assimila.

tion alone cankeep alivein the generation now existing, and thosethat are to follow it, what is most ennobling and best worth preserv-
ing in tbe national Ufa. The chairman,in bis address, had alluded
to objections that were sometimes brought against the existence of
this Society, in a few apt sentences pointing out their emptiness.And is itnot for the common good that everysectionof the populai
tion shouldretainand devtlop itshighest qualities? Is itnot senti.
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Ecgland's colonial empire. Dazzled by the intellects of Homeand Oarlyle, the educated amongst them wereatpresnt sunk in thecheerless hopelessnessof Agnosticism.'.bot d.ep down in their heartsthe Scotch people werereligiously inclined, and he ventured to pre-
dict that they would ba the first to return to the simple childlikefaith,and lead theEnglish peopleback to thefold of the Church.

Th« worm, Intheshapeof the Wellington Chinaman, has turned.In a petition to Parliament he points out that he is by no meansthe despicable and harmfulcharacterhe is charged with being. Heaffirmshis honesty, independence,and industry, anddeclares hims«lfauseful colonist. He adds a pertinent remark or twoas to the obli-
gations Christianity imposes on those who make ac nsistent profes-sion of it, and concludes by boldly demanding a decrease, ratherthan an increase,of tht poll tax.

« There, Willie,said the lad's mother, "is 10 cents for you.Now, what are you going todo withitf
" « Save itup toboy fire-works for the Fourthof July." "' Why, Willie, you know you arcsavingup your money to give to the heathen." "" Y-yes'in, but theChinese are heathen, aren't they?

"
"Yes, dear." "And theChinese make the firecrackers,don't they ?

"
"Iam told they do.1'"Well, then, tbe heathen'llget my moDey just the same,so itsallright."— Burlington(low*) Journal.
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might receive a physical, mental,and moral education." The State,
then,is tojprovide eTerything, toprovidealso, at thepublicexpense for
the moral failure of its enormouslyexpensiveschoolsystem. Nothing
is tobe left toprivate euterpriee,aodao scope or sympathy is to be
given toChristian chanty. Christian charity, nevertheless, is the
greatest moral force. One community of the Bisters of the Good
Shepherd for instance,is worth a dozen Statesupported institutions.
What, then, we ask again, cana Government do— with the obstinacy
of womenadded to the effeminacy of men, andbothincontrol of the
political powerof the country ? Tomake thebest of abad bargain
must necessarily be the only hope.

The Criminal Code AmendmentBill, by which the right of appeal
is given to the prisoner Chemishas been finally passed. Itis under-
stood that application for a new trial will shortly be made.

On themotionof the Premier a committeehas been appointed
to inquire intothe positionandprospectsof theBank of NewZealand.

The debatt on th« Addressin Reply, weare informed, was— as
theforecast of the Speech from the Throne,to which.we have referred,
implied— spiritless. An amendment, proposed by Mr John Dillon,
that a Bill should be introduced for the revision of rents aad the
relief of the evicted tenants, wasrejected bya largemajority,and Mr
Clancy's amendment for the release of the dynamite prisoners was
withdrawn. Some little liveliness, however, was provided by Dr
Tanner, who, in response to a charge that the Liberalshad, during
the election, abandoned HameRule, made by Mr Harrington, calltd
that gentleman a liar

—
and was suspended for a week. The hon

Member then took the full worth of his sentence by loudly denounc-
ing Mr Chamberlainas "Judas," and indulging in other demonstra-
tions moreor less obstreperous. On the whole,however, the forecast
of the Speech hadgiven a pretty good idea of how things were to
proceed. Itseems tohave been fully justified.

Meantime, the turn that things have taken in GreatBritain has
apparently producedsome effect on wilder spirits in America, Tbe
holdingin Philadelphiaof a largely attended Irish-Americanconven-
tion,under the presidency of the Mayor of Pittsburg, is reported— at
which a renewal of physical force was resolved ou. The report, no
doubt, is in some degree exaggerated, but it would, nevertheless,
seem to point toa lees desirable stateof affairs. The spiritof oppres-
sion oncemora dominant inEngland, necessarily stirs up antagonism
elsewhere.

The Government themselves, tro,aeem not disinclined to en-
courage threats from abroad, by arousing fears atg;home. We had
already heard of their promise of cordite. Itis, perhaps,not very
easy to understand the exact meaning of a circular which, weare
now told,has been issued by tbe War Office, inquiring of the London
municipal bodies whether, in event of war, the hospitals could be
made available inmobilising an army corps for homedefence,

—
How

available— as barracks or fortresses f An,], in case of a bombard-
ment, are not the hospitals spared? <n any caae,tha disposition
seems to bs to impressupon the country a senseof imminent danger.
The creation of a scare among the people is possibly considered the
best way of securing their support. If threats, therefore,are uttered
abroad, they do not seem altogetherout of keeping with what is
taking placeat home.

Queen Victoria has returned at Metz the compliment recently
paid by the Emperor William at Dublin. Her Majesty baa wired to
the German dragoons her congratulations on tbe heroism of a charge
made by them on the French troops under command of Marshal
Bszaine.

The working man has received a notable homage, possibly the
culminution of what has hitherto been received by him in this way.
The Emperor William, in laying the foundation-stono of a monu-
ment of the victory of Gravelotte,declared that the primary motive
of tbe Emperor, his grandfather, had been that of ameliorating the
condition of the working classes— in whose hearts, added the
speaker,his memory lived. This in'erpretaton, never heless, seems
more in harmony with the necessities that the grandson feels to
press upon him, than with tbe ambition of the grandfather. Itmay
be taken as an indirect appeal to the people agaiost the advanceof
Socialism.

The Times announces that Lord Wolsely will,next November,
succeed the Duke of Cambridge, for aperiodof five yeare, as Com-manJer-in-Chief,

The Rev Father Madden (iays the Auckland Herald), who ie
giving a series of lectures on the subject of

"
Christian Unity," paid

a greatcompliment to the peopleof Scotland in bis discourse. He
said they were the flower of the British race and thebuilders of

8

JAMES ALLAN HOUSe Paintel and Decorator, Importer of Paper-hangings, Plain and Sheet Glass. Estl-
1' mates given for Renovatingon the ShortestNotice. Please Note Address—

148 Armagh Street,nearly opposite O'Brien'sBootFactory,OHEISTCHUfiOH.
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