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might receive a physical, mental, aod moral education,” The State,
then. is tojprovide everything, to provide also, at the publicexpense for
the moral faiture of ita enormonsly expensive achool aystern. N othing
fa to be left to private euterprise, and 5o scope or sympathy is to be
given to Christlan charity. Cbristian charity, neveribeless, is ihe
greatest moral force, One commuonity of the Bisters of the Good
Bhepherd for instance, is worth & dozen Slate supported institations,
What, then, we ask again, can & Government do—with the obstinacy
of women sdded to the effeminacy of men, and both in control of the
political power of the country! To make the best of a bad bargain
must necessarily be the only hope,

The Criminal Code Amendment Bill, by which the right of appes)
in given to the prisoner Chemis has been finally passed. It is under-
stood that application for & new trial will shortly be made,

On the motion of the Premier & committes has been appointed
to inquire into the position and prospects of the Bank of New Zesland,

The debate on the Address in Reply, we are informed, was—nas
the forecast of the Speech from the Throne, to which we bave refarred,
implied—epiritless. An amendment, proposed by Mr Jobn Dillon,
that a Bill should be introduced for the revision of rents aad the
relief of the evicted tenanta, was rejectad by a large majority, and Mr
Clapcy's amendment for the release of the dynamite prisoners was
withdraws, Bome little liveliness, however, was provided by Dr
Tanner, who, in response to & charge that tha Liberala had, during
the election, abandoned Hime Bule, made by Mr Harrington. called
that gentleman a llar—and was suspended for a week, The bon
Member then took the fnll worth of bis sentence by loudly denoune-
ing Mr Chamberlain a8 * Judas,” and indulging in other demonstra-
tions more or less obatreperous, On the whole, howaver, the forecast
of the Bpeech had given s pretty good idea of how things were to
proceed. It saema to have been fully justified,

Meantime, the turn that thinge have taken in Great Britain has
apparently produced some effect on wilder spirite in America, The
holding in Philadelphia of a largeiy attended Irish-American convea-
tion, under the presidency of the Mayor of Pittsbarg, is reported —at
which a renewal of physical force was resolved ou. The report, no
doubt, is in some degree exsggerated, but it wounld, neverthelegs.
seem to point to a less desirable state of affaira, The spirit of oppres-
sion once mora dominant in Kugland, necessarily stirs up antagonism
elsewhere.

The Government themselves, too, seem not disinclined to en.
courage threats from abroad, by aronsing fears atPhome. We had
already heard of their promise of cordite. Itis, perhaps, nut very
easy to understand the exact meaning of a circular which, we are
now told, has been isaued by the War Cflice, inquiring of the London
municipal bodies whether, in event of war, the hoapitals could be
made available in mobiiicing an army corps for home defence.—-How
available--a8 barracks or fortressce! Anld, in case of a bombard-
ment, are wot the bospitals spared! 'n any casetha disposition
saema to be to imprese upon the country a sense of imminent danger,
The creation of & scare among the people is posaibly considered the
beet way of securing their support., If threas, therefore, are uttered
sbroad, they do not seem altogether out of keeping with what ig
takiog place at bome,

Queen Victoria bas returned at Metz the compliment recentiy
peid by the Emperor William at Dublin. Her Mujesty bas wired to
the German dragoons her congratulations on the heroism of a charge
made by them opn the Fresch troops ander command of Marshal
Baraine,

The working man has received & notahle homage, poseibly the
culminution of what has hithetto been received by him io this way,
The Emperor William, in laying the foundation-stons of s mony-
ment of the victory of Gravelotte, declared that the primaty motive
of the Kmperor, his grandfather, had heen that of ameliorating the
condition of the working classes—in whose hearts, added the
epesker, his memory lived, This in'erpretat on, nevcr heless, seems
more in harmony with the necessities that the grandson feels to
prees upon him, than with the ambition of the grandfather. Tt may
be taken as an indirect appeal to the people againvat the advance of
Bocialism,

The Times announces that Lord Wolsely will, next Noveuber,
succeed the Duke of Cambridge, for a period of five yeare, as Com.
mander-in-Chief,

The Rev Fatber Maddea (eaya the Auckland Herald), who is
giving & series of lectnres ou the subject of  Christian Unity," paid
& preat compliment to the people of Ecotland in bis discourse, He
gaid they were the flower of the British race and ihe builders of

Eogland's colonial empire, Darrled by the intellects of Hume
sad Oarlyle, the educatsd amongst them were at pres nt sank in the
cheerless hopelessness of Agmosticism,’bot deep dowu in their bearts
the Scotch peopla were religionsly inclined, and he ventured to pre-
diet that they would bs the first to return to tha simple childlike
faith, and lead the English people back to the fold of the Church.

The worm, in the shape of the Wellinglon Ohinamean, has tarned,
In & petition to Parliament he points vut that he is by no means
the despicable and harmfnl character he is charged with being. He
affirms his honeaty, indepeudence, end industry, and declres bimseif
8 useful colonist. He adds a pertinent remark or two as to the obli-
gations Christianity imposes on those who mako & ¢ nsistent profes-
sion of it, and concludes by boldly demanding s decreass, rather
than an increase, of the poll tax,

" There, Willle, said the 1ad's mother, *is 10 cents for you.
Now, what are you goiog to do with it}" « Bave it up to bay fire-
workn for the Fourth of July!' v Why, Willie, you know you sre
Saving up your money to give to the heathen,” * Y.yes'm, bat the
Chinese are heathen, arep’t they! ¥ " Yes, dear,” ¢ And the
Chinese make the firecrackers, don't they ! " ¢ ] am told they do,
Y Wall, then, the heathen'il get my mopey just the same, so itsall
right."— Burlington (lows) Journal.

THE GAELIC SOCIETY’S GATHERING.

————

TaE fourteenth annusl gathering of the Gaelic Bocisty was beld on
Friday evaning in the Garrison Hall, Dunedin, The chair was taken
by Mr J, F, M, Frager, and on the plattorm, bagiden the officisls snd
the members of the committee, were his Worship the Mayor of the city
and representatives of kindred aocieties, auck ga the Burns Club, the
Hawke's Bay Highland HBociety, the Waitaki Guelic Bociety, tha
Bouthland Gaelic Bociety, the Irish Gaelic Society, The Very Rev
Fathor Lynch Adm., and the Rev Fathers Newport, J. O'Neill aod
Hunt, who had come to be present st the concert, wers also invited, as
rapresentatives and patroos of the Irish (Gaelic Bociety, to take sests
tpon the plattform. The report of the Bociety for the past year which
showed a flourishing sod promising state of affairs, had been circo-
leted, in English apd Gaelic, throughout the ball, Tt's adoption wa
proposed by the Rev John Ryley, who, in a nestly turnad upaech'
made graceful reference to the presence of the represontatives of
other societies, and of other communions and pations aad the good
effcets be believed it most produce. The rev speaker made kindly
mention by name of the Ruy Fathar O'Neill, with whom, he #8id, he
frequently met in moving about, The motion wassecondad by Mr Dugald
MLachlan, wto had recently, after muny years constant and valnabla
service, and on the plea of ndvaocing age, retired from the Ohair
manehip of the Bociety —where he had been worthily replaced by
M'Lacblan McDonald, The Mayor supperied the motion, expressing
bia persousl eympathy with the objects of the Hociety, The Rev
Father O'Neill who was requested to act s 1he spokesman of the Trish
Gaelic Bociety, in promotion of whosa enda he takes a particnlarly
active and successfu} part at Milton, slea rappurted the motion, In
a brief but telling speech e refarred to a visit recently paid by him
to Bcotland, where, he said, be had sniffed tha heather of the High-
lands and been aw nearly ebaoged by it into a Highlander as it was
possible for an Irishmarn to be, He identified Scoteh Highlandera
and Irishmen through their common ancestry, and appealed to the
well-eatablisbed fact that Gaelic was spoken by Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Bden as a reafon why its study shoold now be sustained
and revived, In reply to the kindly reference mada to him per-
aonally by the Rev Mr Ryley, Father (’Neill said that hiz moquaint-
ance with the rev gentleman had broadeaed hia views and besn the
means of ridding him of mistaken ideas on several points, Mr Brley,
be added, bad given bim Father O'Neill) a section for & Catholic
Chureh at Catling, Father O'Neill's remarks were reccived with
bigh appreciation and much applause and Inughter by tha audiencs,
The otber speakers were Mr J. B, Thompaon, representing the Burna
Clob; Mr Chisholm, representing the Higatand Society of Hawke'’s
Bay; and Mr John McDonald (of Palmeraton), who, like My
M'Lachlan, spoke in Gaelie, A telegram in the old tongne, con-
veyiug, {rom the Hon J. M'Kenzie and the Hon J. Macgragor,
apologies for unavoidable absence, and & warm message of aympathy,
was read.
The work proper to the evening was then begnn—that is, the
work of recalling the finer sentiments of the paople,—the strain of
cour sge, humour, pathos, or plessantry, that had been the distingtive
feature of by-gone generations, and whone recollection and assimila.
tion alone can keep alive in the generation now existing, and those
that ara to follow it, what is most ennohling and best worlh presery.
ing in the national lifa, The chairman, in his address, bad alloded
to objections that were sometimes bronght againet the existencs of
this Bociety, in a few apt sentences pointing out their emptiness,
And is it not for the common good that every section of the popula.
tion sbould retain and develop its highest qualities? Ia it not senti.
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