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Mr Gladatone has delivered s rattling speech againsb the Turks,
&t & meeting at Chester, convened, we are, somewhat donbtfully per-
haps, told, by the Doke of Wentminster, The speaker, in effect,
reqommended stort shrift for the offenders. The speech, it s
explained, will probably goa lung way in strengthening Lord Balis
bury’s bands to deal steraly in the mattar—a diplomatic vendering,

we conolude, of the necessity thus imposed upon Lord Salisbery of
doing o,

It is not, bowever, to be concluded that, where tha Turke
are concerned, it is all such plain seailivg. Tha Baltan, to
the Mohammedan world represents the head of their religion, It
was, for example, reported that the Shakzada—that is the Prince
Nueralla of Afghaniatan, son of the Ameer, now, or recently, vigitiog
England—and regarded thers as an ally worth plemsing—on his way
horre wonld visit Constantinopls to pay religious homage to the
potettate there, Torkigh enmity, therefore, or the dissatisfaction
of the Bultan, might not he withont its results on the aspect of
thinge in India and the neighbouring territories, Lord Balisbary

may posaibly be in a tighter place in the matter thar many people
BUppoBa,

Another thing said about the Shahzade was that tkey were going
to muke him o Freemason—Masonry being open to Mobsmmedans
Paraces, Jows, and the sweepings of mankind in general, Nasrulla
Khan, therefore, was to be received promiscuonsly by the Grand
Lodge of England—just, for instance, aa Bir Bobert Btout had been
received by the Grand Orient of France or Italy.

Liberty of conscience, theo, haa its limite in Protestant Ger-
many. A recraif of the © Mennonit" segt, for example, recently
refused to carry arms, as contrary to the precepts of his creed, The
coneequence is, that he has been sent to gaol for a year—the Emperor
having personally confirmed the senterce,

A Chbinese edifor recemtly returned a MS.—a copy of versea
most probably —with an explanation that, were it to be published by
him, literatura must come to a stop, No reader, he said, who read
it woald ever be bothered resding anytbing ucequal toit, and ro
writer could ever write anything to equal it. The heathen Chinee

way have bis faults, bat there is still wiedom in the land of Sinim-—
verbum sap,

"1 came pwetty nesr being complimented to-Jay, said Witlie
W.ehington, ‘How was that{’ ssked his friend. * Mis Cayzsnne
told ms 1 was a perfect mopazine poem.’ * Indeed 1' ¢ Y-a-a-88 ; she
said 1 didn't bave an idea in me,’ "

The " Claimant" centinuer, indeed. a maat mysterious peraon,
Now they deny his claim to be Arthur Orton, Sir Roger they say he
e not, nar yet Orton—but a Tichborne of rthe bond sinigter-inelined,
perhaps, a little more than usual to the left,

——

The Nelaon eduealion Board has compiied with the request of
the Bev Fathers Walsh and Rolland that the Catholiz schools at
Westport and Reefton should be examined by the Goveroment
inspectors.

A correspondent thinks it significant that in the same number of
the Colonist, that of Angust 1st, in which the consent of tha Board
ig reported, an extract from a baok by Dr Btroog, sn American Con-
gregational minister, is qmoted, i1 which details ara given of the
decadence of Protestant Ohristianity in the United States, During
the past 30 years, says the writer, thonsands of churches bave died
there from exhaustion.

“Thera sre ninety-five towns and plantations in Maine whera no
religions eervices of any sort are beld, aod there are more villages in
Illinois without the Gospel than in any other 8tate in the Union, Ip
oue village, with two disused Protestant churches and coe ac'ive
Roman Catholie chureh, there wers 14 saloons, all within & distanea
of & quarter of & mile. There were, a fow years ago in one town, a
large Preshyterian church, two Mathodist churches, a Baptist church,
and a flourishing Baptist seminary. To-day tha Presbyterian church
ie used ae & barn, the Baptist church ia abandoned, the two Methodigt
churches are almost extinct, and tha Baptist seminary is o iliged ag a
Boman Catbolic ¢hurch. W hava larga city populations where there
is only ons church ta 10, 20, and even 40 thousaud s uls.”

By the way, what wouold be the moral effec's of 4 at rattle-
epake stuff ! Might it by chance be administered with good effect y
Thete are people we know for whom it is vonched by Ho'y Writ
that the poison of asps iy under their tongues, How would it be if
the venom of the rattle-snake, on bom@opathic principles, werg
applied to them above that unroly member—our old Tory friends,
for iostance ! We shonld recommend for experiment Lord Balisbary

N ————————
ani Mr Balloar, or above all, Joe Chamberlain, Moral komosopathy
might perhaps work without the aid of aatidotos,

A person—a rather snobbish paresa~-who doeg in London the
letiers of a ¥ Miss Colonia " fur Lhe Dunedin Star, gives her {mptrea-
8ions of a sermon recently preached on the rennion of Curistendom by
Oardioal Vaughan. Tue Cacdiaa! does not coma up ay an orator to
this pergon's staudard, and she rather sneers as his high-bred manuer.
His Eminence, too, displeased her father-—if ehe has  father, and if
ahe hae why does shie exposs the wesknesa of & Leollahly choleria old
party, who muat coms out of chargh rather than st still and hear
patiently to the end opinions that do notZsnit him? It she bas not,
why does she fnvent sz elderly imbecile—as well ae othet relativeg——
whom it ia at least bad taste to introduce to the public? The chiet
taalt, howerer, found by thia p:reon witk Oardinal Vaughan—that
which she seems to represent as roating her irritable parent, was
the fact that his Eminence attributed to the Protestant mind & condi-
tion of doubt, What, meantime, does & noted apokesman of Pro-
testant Christianity say :

" There ig more faith in honest doubt,

Belisve me, than In half your creeds ™
' Migs Colonia's ™ parent, then, might mora consiatently have sat the
sermon out, When, moreover, the traditional bull charges the tradi-
tional rag, the viree is in the beist and not in ths coloar. It was all
papa'a temper. For our owa part we wmanage, a8 a rule, to giance
over “ Misa Oolonia'a " letter without ramming the paper onder the
grata.

" Cholley Obumpey : ' I sea that earriogears coming {nto tashion
6gain. Have your ears ever been bored ' Miss Caustic: ' What a
question ! Haven't I often listened to youe twaddle I'"

The news that comes from Byduey, that a promisa is given of a
market for wool in Japan, may bo received by us with mingled
feelings, since we are also told that the purchasers will manufactare
from this wool goods to be sent here for sale, This Decensarily means
that factories maintained st a starvation rate of wiges are to be
brought into competition with those where onr own work-people are
trying to earn & decsnt livelibood.

We saw last week from the extract guooted by us, from a loctore
recently delivered on the subject in Ban Francisco, that a trying com-
petition with the cheap labour of certain Asiatic coustries was a dan.
ger of the near futare, and we were warned especially as to the com.
petition of Japan. A French traveller—to wit, the redonbtable Dr
Bataille—had, however, alrezdy described for vs the cleverness,
substituting themeelves for others, of the peoples in guestion.

At ote time, the Doctor informed ns, it bad been g good trade
for Euoropeans to travel as boyers of silk-worm eggd in the Hagt—
but, aftera little Eusterns perceived the advantsge of cutting oat
their visitors, and cunningly availed themselves of it. 9l the
main bneinese remained n little lomger ia the hands of Buropean
companies, but here algo, io due time, the Asiatics insinuated them.
selves, and so monopolisedjthe trade in all its branches,

in

An openiog of markets in Japan for our raw'material th. refore—
glorious as for the moment it must appear to the deserving eqoatter,

and welcome as {t may seem to athers of ns, is not withont its graver
congideraliona ss well,

Righ life continues to make rather a suspicious show,
eases bava been raported this week, in which it appeard to figure with
some discredit, In the firat, ona lady of quslity bas secased another
ol writiog obscens letters--for which it is hinted ghe ia hersalf
accounttable, In the second-—the Lady Frances Gaming has besn
committed far trial on a charge of torging her tather's nama to biils
of exchange, May Fair, them, threatens to maks itg mark rather
heavily this year in the criminal statistics of the country,

Two

An enemy—ws may asy & virnlent enemy-—hag sent us & olfp-
ping from a Bristol paper, purporting to give the aabstance of g
letter from a prissl in Donegal to the Irish Times, We, for our
part, recognise in the writer anly a simple olerie whose goodness of
beart makes him over-thankfal for amall mercies :—'¢ Father Martin
seys candidly that he writes * in order to advertise Eillybega and ity
nelghbrurhood a6 a beauatiful seaside resort, and to thank Mr Balfogr
for having given to us the Killybegs and Glentieg lines, constrngteq
and equippe i at the expenss of the Btate, and free of all logi) cost,
when he was Chief Secre'aty in this country.’ *  That's it, you ses,
too good & heart and too grateful a temperament, Of Father Martin's
qualifications as a politican the following will 1nform onr readers : —
* He saya farther on, * Mr Balfour Laving given ug sp many good
measures in the past, what may we not expect from him if ke be
again called back to power? He is the greatest statesman of the age
and instinctively sces what the couatry needs’ ™ The Bristol edito;
sayd there are a great many Irigh priests who agreo with Fath ¢
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