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-
(From our own Correspondent.)

Tan report of Dy Giles, Royal Commirsioner, on the recent inquiry
into the maragement of the Cbristchurch Houpi al has been pub-
lished in the lecal papers and read with much attention, The whole
affair, which for weecka baa been the sensation in this city, is said to
bave arisen mainly from the poblication in & loca! newepaper of a
letter signed * Tongariro,” the writer of which has been proved to be
Dr Stewart, Dr Giles copdemns the asonymous letter, which wae
the method of attack adopted by Dr Stawart, but it is contended
that there would have been nc inquiry withow: the letter, Dr Giles,
who takes the allegations acd innuendoes seriatim, shows in his
report, which is a very carefully writteo and lengthy document, on
sccount of the extent and variety of the allegations, and the great
nomber of witneeses examined, that pearly all the charges made
agaiast the institution have no reasonable foundaticn, The report
showa further that a few errors have been committed, and that some
matters need improving, but nothing has been foand serionsly amiss.
During the agitation many regrettable things bave been said and
done, but the people in this city have & great admiration for the
insgtitotion, and the hospital an'horities may ba congratolated on the
favourableness of the commissioner's report.

The superior of 1he Marist Brothers in this city, Brothar Daniel
snd the other Brothers and papils, were honoured ca Taursday last
by a number of vieitors from Timaru, and their school room and
grounds were en fete and greatly throngedfwith pecple, The ocea-
sion wes a football mateh, arranged between the pupils at the Marist
Brothers' scboel in this city and the pupils ot the Marist Brothers'
scbool in Timaru, Threo Brothers and thirty-four of their pupils
arrived at noon by a epecial excarsion train from Timarn, They
wera met at the railway station by Bro'her Daniel and his pupile and
econducted to the schoolroom, where Mesdamea Stratz and Holland
and Mesdemviselles O'CQonnpell, Kearny, Hynes, Whelan snd
Bickmott had, unsolicited, kindly prepared, and werein attendance at
an excellent dinper, The Right Rev Dr Grimes, accompanied by the
Bev Father QGtalerne, presided and eaid grace. The meal ended,
fifteen pupils from each school wers formed into two teams, and over
them Mr H, 7. Evane was eppointed referee, The contest, which
lasted an heur and teo minates, took placa in the school grounds, end
two thirty-five minute spells were played. Good plsy was shown on
both sides, and the * S8hamrocke,” as the members of the local team
are named, were in ths second spell aboat 1o gain a decided advan-
tage over their Timara opponents, when the sonund of a locomotive
engine whistle warned the latter that the time of their departure was
mnear, The game was therefore pronouaced drawn or rather no.
finished, and both teams returaed to the school room, where the same
iadies who had waited on them at dinner, were in attendance and
provided them with a capital luoch. The Rev Father H, G, Bowers
waa present, and when the repast was over, the three Brothers and
heir pupils were escorted to \he railway station by the Brothers of
this city and their pupils, who gave threc bearty cheers as the train
containing the welcome visitora departed at 4 p m. for Timaru.

The business of the Bupramo <oart, at which was a great muster
of the Bar, wis suspended on Thursday last 1n respect for the memory
of the late Mr Jusstice Richm:nd, of Wallington, Mr Justice
Denniston referr:d to the sad event, and when he began !o speak tns
members of the Bar rose, and remained standing dating the addre-s,

Mr H. B. Webb and others propose that the site in Hagley Park
of the old runaioz ground, which ia naw never used for the purposes
for which it was formed, shonld be converted into & small lake, The
epot at present is merely a boggy depression covered wi h rushes, and
without question such a work us 1he one proposed wauld add to the
beauty and attractiveness of the park. Buat the situation which, ie
bounded by trees on three sides, is very pictoresqne, and, were a
Little taste displayed in consirue'iog » mioiature Inky, with one or
two islets in it, the work might probably become ane of the park's
pratiiest featorea, No great expenditure would be necessary to
accomplish this work as no great depth wonld require tojbe excavated,
aad a couple of artesian walls, with a pipe draio to carry the over-
flow to the river onght to include the required water supply. As has
been suggzested, could not the unemployed be ecgaged in the construe-
tien of the work? Woere they engaged in formirg a lake there
wouid be symething prrmanent t) show ag a reanlt of their laboara,
The Winter Foud, subsidised by the Government, might be expended
in the construction of 1he lake, and it is to be hoped that the City
Counei} and the Domain Board will take the matter in hand.

Mr J, P, Young cceupied the chair at a meeting of tne League
of the COross 6u Thursday evening last, The programme was im-
prompta speeches, Ten minutes were allowed each epesker, and
Mesera Findlay, Edmonds, Ormandy, Courtayne, Pawer, and Tehea
made good speechbes on the oceasion, This manoer of passing an
evening affords a fair oppartunity for & member to practice the ary
of epesking, which is an art almost everyone shonmld have some
ambition to acquire. What Greck or Roman youth did not study
eloquence when he wished to qualify bimse)f to teke an nclive part

in the s fairs of his ouniry? Euch was the wisdom of the mocients,
aod in this partienlar it is pleasing tv record a fact which many
persons must have noticed, that not a few of onr Cathohe young
men, who are or have been members of the League of the Cross, or
Socictics somewhat similar, can epeak very wetl, New members
are steadily jolning the League, and the association is not only
increasing in numbhere bat also advancing quistly yet effzctively the
great cause of femperance, At a previous meeting the members
forwarded sn expresaion of their sympathy to the Very Bev Father
Cammings, Y.G., whose delicate state of heslth has caused him to
disengage himsslf from the cares of his parish, and to sojourn for s
short while in a ¢lime warmer than our city. May be soon retmrn
in excellent health,

ONLY FOUR TO MAN THE PUMPS.
——————— .

DEAR, dear! When yor come to think of it how closaly related
thingn are ; how one thing briogs up another., Idess are like & lot of
beads on a string, aren't they ?

A letter I have just been reading makes me remamber what
happened to ms one winter about twenty years ago. The story is too
long to teil here, so I'll merely give yon the tail end of it, I was
snpercargo oo a bark brand from London to Rio, A tremendous
gale, lasting five days, wrecked na, Forty-eight hoara after it conzed
there were four men and no mors left on the vesssl. The captain
bad been killed by a falling spar, three of the crew washed over-
board, and the rest of the ship's company (save us fonr) went Away
in the long boat with the firet and sacond mates, Wo were taking
in water throngh a leak at the rate of eix ivches an bour, Working
with all our might the four of ue could pump that oot in forty
minutes, but we must do it every hour. It was awful work. For
two days we kepl 1t np, without sleep, Thea we stopped, took to
the quarter boat and enoved off, The sea was qumist—~no wind.
While we lay to within & mile of ber the ship threw up her nose and
went down stero first, We were picked np the next day by a Danish
brig.

gNow the odd thing is that the letter which reminded me of that
experience hag nothing whatever to say about ships. Please help ms
to find ont the association.

The lady who writes the letter saye that in July, 1881, she got a
bad fright. Exactly what it was she doesn’t tell, I wish sha did,
Anyway it so upset her that she didn't get over the effects of it for
nine years, After that her appetite tell off ; she lost all real relish
for food, and what she did eat only made trouble instead of nonrish-
ing her. It gave her patn in the pit of the stomach and (cariously
enough) between the shonlders. 8be says her eyes and skin presently
turned yellow as a buttercup. Her face and abdomen awelled, and
her feet the same, the Iattar 60 mnch so that ehe was obliged to have
ber ghoes made larger.

“1 got little slesp at night,” she says, ' and was in g0 moch pain
I had to be propped up with piilows, For weeks togethet I conld not
lie down in bed. I hsd a dry, bollow congh, and bad night sweats,
Then diarchcea sat in, ard my bowels became nlcerated, 1 wag often
in dreadfnl agony for forty-eight houra at a time. Then I would
have a chiil as theogh a4 bucket of eold water were poured down my
back, I zot so low I could no longer sew, knit, or do any housework
or look after my childrex. My sister bad to come and hslp in the
houee,

“ Everybody sail I was in a decline and must die,
euff:- red for eight years tongue caunot tell, The doctor ecould da
nothing for me. He eaid my complaint was complicated and bad to
desl with, In 1886 I went as an outdoor patient to the Bhrewsbury
Infirmary, but only got travsient relief,”

The writer is in good health now, bul wby did ber case remind
me of the shipwreck ? Let's settle that first. The assccistion is
easy &nd natural, Just se», The ship sank becanse we four meu
hadn't the strength to pump ont the water =s fast as it came in,
Twenty mer might have got herinto port, It isthe last straw that
break’s the camel’® back ; the lsst nnsupplied need that makes poverty
abjaet and desperate.

These bodies of ours carry the seeds of disense with them a1l the
time—chiefly the poisons created by imperfect digestion, made
worse hy careless habits, But as long &8 nothing extracrdinsry
kappene we manago to scrapa along in a half-and-balf sort of fasbion.
Yet we've got in our blood the stoff that any of a dozen discases ia
made of, only waiting for spmething to set it afire. While the liver,
kidpeys, lungs aod skin keep us fairly free—that is, dou't let the
load get tgo beavy—wesay, *Oh, yes, I'm tolerably well, thank
you," Little paine and unpleasant symptoms bother ns now and
than, bot we don't fancy they meso anything,

By-snd-by somethiog happens, A cold, tco hearty a meal, a
wight of dissipstion, an affliction throngh death or loss of property, &
fright, as in Mrs PBunce's case, etc. Over we go. The 1aat straw
hag crushed ns. Ope loose apark bas blown up tke barrel of powder.
The crew is too emall to save the ship. The kidaeys, liver, skin, and
stomach strice work, and we must have help right away or perisb,
All of which means the explosion of latent indigestion and dys-
pepeia peisons in the blood,

There ! ian't it plain why I thought of the ship? Now for the
conclusion of the lady’s atory, She gays: *“ In 1889 I first heard
of Mpther Seizel's Corative Byrup. Half a bottle made me fael
better, and by k eping on taking 1t I was scon etrong and well ap
ever, (thgnod) Mrs Ann Buoce, The Park, Worthen, near Sbrews-
bury, Hebiuary 22ad, 1893."

If there were only a way to save sioking thips es certain and
trustwortby as Mother Seigel’s medicine is in the case of pinking
buman badics, what & blessing it wonld be to poor mailors,
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