
(Fromour own Correspondent.')
I'mreport of Dr Giles,Royal Commissioner, on the recent inquiry
into tbe management of the Christchurch flo^pi al has been pub-
lished in the local papers and read with much attention. Tbe whole
affair, which for weeks has been tbe sensation in this city, is said to
have arisen mainly from the publication in a local newspaper of a
lettersigned "Tongariro," the writer of which has been proved tobe
Dr Stewart. Dr Giles condemns the anonymous letter, which was
the method of attack adopted by Dr Stewart, butit is contended
that there wouldhave been no inquiry without the letter. Dr Giles,
who takes the allegations acd innuendoes seriatim, shows in his
report, which is a very carefully written aud lengthy document, on
account of the extent and variety of the allegations, and th« great
number of witnesses examined, that nearly alt the charges male
against the institution have no reasonable foundation. The report
ahows further that a few errors have been committed, and that some
matters need improving, butnothinghas been foand seriously amiss.
During tbe agitation many regrettable things have beensaid and
done, bat the people in this city have a greatadmiration for the
institution, and the hospital authorities may be congratulate! on the
favourablenessof the commissioner'sreport.

The superiorof the Marist Brothers in this city,Brother Danie1
and the other Brothersand pupils, were honouredon Tnursday last
by a number of visitors from Timam, and their school room and
grounds were enfete and greatly throngedjwith people. The occa-
sion wasa football match, arranged between thepupils at the Marist
Brothers' school in this city and the pupila ot the Marißt Brothers'
school in Timaru. Three Brothers and thirty-four of their pupils
arrived at noon by a special excursion train from Timaru. They
weremet at the railway station by Bro'her Daniel and his pupils and
conducted to the schoolroom, where Mesdames Strata and Holland
and Meßdemoiselles O'Oonnell, Kearny, Hynes, Whelan and
Hickmotthad,unsolicited,kindly prepared,and werein attendanceat
anexcellent dinner. The Bight Rev Dr Grimes, accompaniedby the
BeT Father Galerne, presided and said grace. The meal ended,

fifteen pupils from each school were formed into two teams,and over
them Mr H. T. Evans was appointed referee. Tbe contest, which
lastedan hour and teo minutes, took placein the school grounds, and
two thirty-five minute spells were played. Good play wasshownon
both Bides, and the "Shamrock?," as the members of the local team
are named, werein the second spell about to gain a decided advan-
tage over their Timaru opponents, when the soundof a locomotive
enginewhistle warned the latter that the time of their departure was
near. The game was therefore pronounced drawn or rather nn«
'finished, and both teams returned to the school room, where the same
ladies whohad waited on themat dinner, were ia attendance and
provided them with a capiUl luoch. The RevFather H. G. Bowers
was present, and wben the repast wasover, the three Brothers and
heir pupils were escorted to tbe railway etation by tha Brothers of
this city and their pupils, who gave three hearty cheers as the train
containing the welcome visitors departedat 4 pm. for Timaru.

The business of the Buprem3 'Jourt, at which was a great muster
of theBar, whs suspended on Thursday last inrespect for thememory
of the late Mr Jusstice Richmind, of Wellington. Mr Justice
Denniaton referred to the sad ev^nt,and when he began to speak tne
members of tbe Bar rose, andremained standing during the addres.

Mr H. B. Webb andothers propo9e that the site in Hagley Park
of the old runningground, which is now never used for the purpo«ei
for which it was formed, should be converted into a small lake. The
"pot atpresent ismerely a boggy depressioncovered wi h rushes, and
withoutquestion such a work as the oneproposed wjuldadd to the
beauty and attractiveness of tbe park. Bat the situation which, is
bounded by trees on three side", is very picturesque, and, were a
little tastedisplayed inconslruciog a miniature luk^, with one or
two islets init, the work might probably become one of the park's
prettiest features. No great expenditure would be necessary to
accomplish this work as nogreatdepth wouldrequire tojbe excavated,
anda coupleof artesian wells, with a pipe drain to carry the over-
flow to tbe river ought to include tbo required water supply. As has
been suggested,could not theunemployedbe engaged in the construc-
tion of the work? Were they engaged in formirg a lake there
wouldbe something psrmaaent tjshow as a result of their labours.
The Winter Fund,subsidised by the Government,might be expended
in theconstruction of the lake, and it is to be hop°d that the City
Council and the Domain Board will take the matter in band.

Mr J. P. Young occupied the chair at a meeting of tne League
of the Cross oa Thursday evening last. The programme was im-
promptn speeches. Ten minutes were allowed each speaker,and
Messrs Findlay, Edmonds, Ormandy, Coortayne, Power,and Tehan
made good speeches on tbe occasion. This manner of passing an
evening affords a fair opportunity for a member to practice the art
of speaking, which is an art almost everyone should bave some
ambition to acquire. What Greik or Roman youth did not study
eloquence when he wishedto qudify himself to take an active part

ONLY FOUR TO MAN THE PUMPS.

Dbab, dear 1 When yon come to think of it how clostly related
things are;how one thingbrings upanother. Ideas arelike a lot ofbeads ona string, aren't they ?

A letter Ihave just been reading makes me remember whathappened to me one winter about twanty yearsago. The storyis too
long to tell here, so I'll merely give you the tail end of it. Iwas
snpercargo on a bark bound from London to Bio. A tremendous
gale, lasting fivedays, wreckedus. Forty-eighthours after it ceased
there were four men andno more left on the vessel. Tbe captain
had beenkilled by a falling spar, three of tbe crew washed over*
b >ard, and the rest of the ship's company (save us four) wentaway
in the longboat with the first and second mates. We were taking
in water througha leak at the rateof six inchesanhour. Working
with all our might the four of us could pump that out in fortyminutes, but we must do it every hour. It was awfulwork. For
two days wekept it up, without sleep. Then we stopped, took to
the quarter boat and shoved off. The sea was quiet

—
no wind.

While we lay to within a mile of her tbe ship threwup hernose and
wentdownstern first. We werepicked up thenext day by a Danish
brig.

Now the odd thing is that the letter whichremindedmeof thatexperiencehas nothing whatever tosay aboutships. Please help me
to find out tbe association.

The lady wbo writes the letter says that inJuly, 1881, she gotabad fright. Exactly what it was she doesn't tell, Iwish she did.
Anyway itso up9et her that she didn't get over the effects of it for
nine years, After that her appetite tell off ;she lost all real relish
for food, and whatshe did eat only made trouble insteadof nourish-'
ing her. It gaveher pain in tbe pit of tbe stomach and (curiously
enough)between tbe shoulders. She says hereyesandskin presently
turned yellow as a buttercup. Her face and abdomen swelled, and
her feet the same, the latter somuch so that she wasobliged to have
ber shoes made larger."

Igot little Bleepat tight," she says,
"and was in so much pain

Ihad to be proppedup withpillows. For weekstogetherIcould not
lie downin bed. Ihad a dry,hollow cougb, and bad night sweats.
Then diarrhoea set in, and my bowels became ulcerated. Iwasoften
in dreadful agony for forty-eight hours at a time. Then Iwould
have achill as though a bucket of cold water were poured down my
back. Igot so low Icould nolonger sew, knit, or do any housework
or look after my children. My sister had to come and help in the
houee."Everybody sail Iwas in a decline and must die. What I
suffered for eight years tongue cannot tell. Tbe doctor could do
nothing for me. Ha said mv complaint was complicated and bad to
de»l with, In1886Iwentas an outdoor patient to the Shrewsbury
Infirmary,but only got transient relief."

Tbe writer is in pood health now,but wby did her caße remind
me of tbe shipwreck ? Let's settle that first. The association is
easy andnatural. Just sc\ Tbe ship sank becauee we four meu
hadn't the strength to pump out the water as fast as it came in.
Twenty men might have got her into port. It is the last straw that
break's the camel's back; the last unsuppliedneed that makes poverty
abjact aod desperate.

These bodies of ours carry the seeds of disease with themall the
time— chiefly ihe poisons created by imperfect digestion, made
worse by careless habits. But as long as nothing extraordinary
happen? we manago toscrapa along in ahalf-and-half sortof fashion.
Yet we'vegot in our blood tbe stuff that any of a dozen diseases ia
made of, only waiting for something to set it afire. While the liver,
kidneys, lungs and skin keep us fairly free

—
that is, don't let the

load get too heavy— wesay,"Oh, yes, I'm tolerably well, thank
you." Little pains and unpleasant symptoms bother us now and
then, but we don't fancy they mean anything.

By-and-by something happens. A cold, too hearty a meal, a
night ofdissipation,an affliction through death or loss of property, a
fright, as ia Mrs Bunce's case, etc. Over we go. Tbe last straw
hag crushed us. One loose spark has blown up tbebarrel of powder.
The crew is tooEmail tosave tbeship. The kidneys, liver,skin, and
stomach strike work, and wemust havehelp right away or perish.
All of which means tbe explosion of latent indigestion and dys-
pepsia poisons inthe blood,

There 1 iin't it plainwby Ithought of tbe ship? Now for the
conclusion of the lady's story. She says: "In 1889 Ifirst heard
of Mother Beimel's Curative Syrup. Half a bottle made me feel
better, and by k eping on taking it Iwas soon strong and well as
ever. (Signid) Mrs Ann Bunco, The Park, Worthen, near Shrews-
bury. February 22ud, 1893."

If there were only a way to save sinking thips as certain and
trustworthy as Mother Seigel's medicine is in the case of Binking
humanbodies, what ablessing it would be to poor sailors.
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ia tbeifEaira of biscountry ? Such was the wiidotnof the aacienti,
and in this particular it is pleasing iv record a fact which many
persona mtut have noticed, that not a few of oar Catholicyoung
men, who areor have been members of the League of the Gross,or
Societies somewhat similar, can speak very well. New members
are steadily joining the League,and the association fs not only
increasing innumbers bat also advancing quietly yet effectively the
great cause of temperance. At a previous meeting tbe members
forwarded Bn expression of their sympathy to the VeryBe* Father
Camming?, Y.G., whose delicate state of health has caused him to
dUengage himself from tbe cares of hie parish, and to sojourn for a
short while in a clime warmer than our city. May be soon return
inexcellent health.

CHRISTCH URCH.
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