
A few months later Mary,in evident trouble, and wearing abit
of black ribbonfor mourning at her neck, arrivedat Miss Bomere'
cottage in New YorkState, on the borderof thepine woods." I'm glad to see you, Mary," said her new mistress. « I'm
plagued with the little monkey whohas been pretending to domy
work. I'vepackedher home toher mother. Take off your bonnet,
andgo and see yourkitchen."

This was Mary's installationin thehome thit was to bs hers tor
forty yeara. For that great stretch of life mistress ted maid abode
together in great peace and affection. Occasionally they lockedup
the cottage and went for a while toNew York, or to themountainor
the seain thehot weather,and returnedrejoicing to the cottage in
its garden, which seemed ever so sweetandrestful. Mary managed
all thehousekeeping,while Miss Somers wroteher books; andbo the
twogrew old women.

MEANEE.

(From an occasional Correspondent.)
July 3lst, 1895.

On the 28thof July the Children of Mary in Meanee met in theCon-
ventSchooltomake apresentationto theirmuchrespectedandesteemed
director, theRev FatherHuault, of the MeaneeSeminary,on theocca-
sion of the returninganniversaryof hisbirthday. There* gentleman
founded the sodality two yearsago, end voder bisjabla direction the
work haß progressed and developedconsiderably. Tbere arealready
over thirty Children of Mary in Meanee,all very regnlar and well
disciplined. The presentation, which took the form of a very hand-
some writing deck, was made by the president of the congregation,
Miss Mary Hawkins. Sheread thefollowingaddress :"Bevand dear
Father,

—
We, the Children of Mary, desire to convey to you,on the

occasion of yourbirthday, our sincere good wishes,and toexpress onr
heartfelt gratitude for all thekindness you have shown us. We feel
deeply grateful for the interest you have taken in our welfare as
director of our sodality, and we hope with the help of God's grace
always to put in practice the good advice yonhave so often given us
and to be ever faithful to the promises of our consecration to Mary.
We pray that God may grant youmany long years to work for Hii
glory and for the salvation of souls. In conclusion, we beg of yon
dear Father, to accept this gift as a slight token of onr esteem and
gmi:ude.-Bigned m behalf of the Children of Mary, Mary Hawkins,
May JefEares, Hannah Johnson, Agnes Hawkine, Edith Lopdell,
Annie Donaughey." The Rev Father Huault answered ina few well
chosen and appropriate words. Heheartily thanked the Children of
Mary for their beautiful address and their splendid present. He said
the whole thing was quite a surprise to him, but a most agreeable
surprise. Ever since the foundationof their sodality be had always
fonnd them most devoted,most obedient,and regular in the observ-
anceof their rules. Thenquoting the oldaxicm,'"Unionis strength,"
be congratulated them on their perfect union, family spirit and
charity. He also praised their boldnessin the performance of duty
and their tender devotion to the Blessed Virgin. Inconclusion, be
asked of them to be ever faithful to their monthly communion. It
would be their consolation in life and the most assured pledge of
their eternal salvation. After this beautifuldiscourse, the Children
of Mary indulged in various games andspent together a most enjoy-
able afternoon.

her mother'sfact ;andbo great was her loneliness and terror of the
big, unknown world beyond Kilclooney that sbe would have flung
herself from thecar but for some of the kindly neighbours who were
bound the same long journey. Marykept uph«r noisy giief till they
were aboard the steamerat Queenetown, when her new world began
to distract her, and she turned a more willing ear to the golden
dreamsof her companionsof the fortunes to be made inNew York,
And theBums they would send to the people at home.

Poor Mary's first experience was & sufficiently hard one. She
engaged with a stern New Yorkboarding-house keeperas kitchen,
maid and general drndge. Mrs Deely thought Mary ought to bo
very gratefal to any one burdening herself with the girl's " Irish
awkwardness," and Mary accepted her assurance in absolute good
faith. Twenty dollars a year seemed a largesum to Mary's unsophis-
ticatedeyes,andshe became the willingdrudge of the household and
the slaveof the oldnegress who ruled the kitchen, andof whomat
firitMary was terrified.

She wasnot long out when the cholera discovered Kilclooney,
Bank betweenits moantains. Ooe or two letters of Mary's remained
nnanswecd. Then the girl grew alarmed, since already panic-
stricken refugees from plague and famine were appearing in the
streets of New York. Sbd wro'e to the priest,and received apitying
answer. Her mother and Teasy were both dead of the cholera, and
henceforth Mary wasalone in the world.

She bore the blow with a dumb resignation verycharacteristicof
her. Her patience movedeven her mistress and Mandy the cook to
a certain sympathy ;the more that she shirked none of her work,
despite theheavy senseof desolation that was never absent from her,
The hard climate and incessant work and her life in the basement
told on Mary. She stopped growing,and became more awkward-
lookingbecause she wasBtunted. Thiwhite in her face went yellow,
though she kept the hard bright colour of her checks. She was as
strong asa littlemule, and tramped and carried and scrubbed and
swept, withnever a complaint, After a time she began to take com-
fort from the affection of Mrs Duty's spoilt little crippled boy.
Adolph was so crosß with everyone else that his mother rejoiced
when he took a fancy to Mary. Mary laughed till the tears ran
down her cheeks when he toldher that she was bo very pretty ;but
Adolph wis inearnest, and would havekisses and affection for Mary
at a time when evenbis mother wasmoved to tears by his impetious
rejectionof her cSersof service. The capricious love was the first
warmth to steal iuto Mary'sheart after she had had the black news
from home. Bhe grew to love the child who was so difficult with
everyone else, andabe worked harder than ever inorder to snatch
intervals of leisure when she might be with him during the day.

Itwas at this time Miss Somers, a lady who wrote stories, came
for a few days to Mrs Deely'a boarding-house. Before she left she
made astartling proposal to Mary."Iwantyou to come with me," she said,"out of thisunwhole-
some place,and be my servant. I'll treat you like a fellow-creature,
andIbelieve we'd make each other happy."

The wages the kind-hearted lady offered seemed enormous to
Mary;bat there was Adolph, and at the thought of him she was
braced op to refute. She looked at Mies Somers' strong,clever face,
and thought how much she should like to be her servant, but she
■tood firm."Master Adolph, thepoor weeman, wouldroar bis life out. No,
Miss;Ithank you kiadly ;bnt,all the Bame,Ican't go."

Miss Somers refrained from saying what she thought that,Adolph would not lung stand in the way. She only smiled kindly
at Mary,and said:"Well, you good creature,stay with the boy. But itonly makes
me want to have you the more. If you ever change your mind,
wiite tomeat this address."

Mark Twain says that in large cities weare decidedly lacking in
courteßy. He advises a vlgorom all-round "kick" as a remedy, ifyondonot mind discourteous treatment yourself " kick

"
for the sakeof some poor sensitive human being who may follow yon.
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