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Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

It is to be feared that the visits to this Colony of
ODDS AND distinguished personages as lecturers has been

ENDS. rather overdone. The tour, for example, of that
London celebrity, the Rev B.H.Haweis, does not

"eem tohave been especially markedby success. When Mr Haweis
preachedinachnrch of his communion— that is, the Anglican— his
audience wascrowded,but in the lecturehall thenappears,asarule,
to have been room to spare. Why, however, did Mr Haweis reserve
hif besteffort for the last. That, surely, was anerror of judgment
on the part of tbe management. Had the rev lecturer only come
forwardat theBtart as aci-devant Garibaldianhemight have drawn
much better. The ci-devant Garibaldian, indeed, has a good deal
that isinteresting about him, and, in some instances, at least, could,
if be would, impart to his hearers very sensational stories of life.
All who followedto the standard of tbe adventurer werenot, with-
out exception,seriously affected. Bot even into the reminiscences
of the rev lecturer himself there enters, weare told, something that
is"humorous. The lecturer, we find,alluded, '"

ina humorouß way,"
toGaribaldi's love affairs

—
matters of a sort of poetic license that

was very notable. Heroes of Garibaldi's stamp cannot be expected
tosubmit to ordinary restrictions, nor, perhaps, is it reasonable to
expect that those whorecall their memories, asbright phasesin their
ownbygone youth, Bhould be over-paiticular in doing bo. Men, for
example,to whom,as to the Rev R. H. Haweis, Garibaldi and Maz-
zini remain as heroes, must necessarily make allowances for even
such grave matters aspiracy and assassination. How,then,can they
be expected to deal tooseverely with what are, in comparison, mere
peccadillos? It is, meantime,evident, as wehave said, that forsome
time, at any rate, the celebrity, as a lecturer, has seen his best days
in this Colony. Not even the Rev R. H. Haweia's choicest theo^
offered as a last resource and at popular prices, availed to attract
anything of an audience.

The Referendum, we find, like female franchise, forme a point
upon whichmembersof allparties seem inclined to agree, that is, to
agreeso far as means are concerned, but not at all to agree with
regard toends. InLiberty, for example, the organ of the National
Association, for thecurrent month,aplea is entered for the adoption
of the system in strictly Conservative interests. Thus tbe writer
expresses a conviction that, werethe system adopted,an end would
be pa», once for all, to borrowing by the State, We have already
referred to an article published recently on the subject in one
of the Londonmonthlies— the March number,m fact, of the Contem-
porary Review. There tbe writer states that from the Swirs
Referendum, of which he gives a sketch, questions of finance were
obliged, after a trial, to be excluded. "It was fonnd, for example,
bf the experience of several cantons, that, owing to its repeated
rejectionby thepeople, thebudget could not be included." Under.
takings, moreover,euch as those for whichin New Zealand borrowed
money is required,are also excluded in Switzerland

— "public works
tbe construction of buildings, the conservancy of rivers and the like.''
Tneae, weare told, are looked upon as purely administrative and not
requiring tbe formality of popular sanction, but they, or the class
of undertakings to which they belong, certainly need an outlay.
Tbe suggestion, inshort, seems to be that among ourselves the system
mast be applied in a manner different from that in which
it ie used in Switzerland and that, therefore, it would be an
experiment without practical precedent and of whose working
little could be predicted.

Another advantageamong themany
—

always of strictly Conser-
vative import, which the writerjiu Liberty foresees, would be the
rousing of a large class of citizens

—
"whose political apathy," he

says "adds so largely to the chances of bad representationandcon-
sequently of bad government. "'The referendum," Bays the writer in
the Contemporary

"
has alsogiven birtb to a camarilla of politicians

who exploit the credulity or passions of the populace in order Jto
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oppose measures whichare perfectly legitimnte.

"
Has the writer in

Liberty neverheard theold saying,
"

Betterlet sleeping dogs lie ?"
How does he know, for instance, what mightreplace anapathy which
bad beenroutedby the goads of oneor other of oar fanatical com-
binations? Our ownchief objection, in fact, to the proposed system
is the danger in question. In the referendum, in short, we Bhould
have aperpetual sourceof political turmoil. Tbo writer in Liberty
speaks of itas "

only available upon a pretty general consensus of
public opinionrespec'ing an important question." The writer in the
Contemporary says, "The optional referendum. . . , generally
provokesapretty lively cootest firstover the getting of the signatures,
and still more over the votes themse^es."

Homoeopathy,we perceive,is still in the land of thi living
—

ia
indeed, not only alive but kicking. We have at hand the first
number of the Australasian Ilomeeopathic Medical Gazette, to ba
published quarterly in its interests. But what have we hire— an
apology for rattle-snakes? Perhaps,then, it was premature to intro-
duce that clausa into the Animals' Prjtection Bill. If snakes are
imperatively demanded tor useful or necessary purposes, matters if
life or death, snakes should certainly be placed within reach. "The
suddenand extremecoldness and bluenesa which follow theserpent's
bite, the collapse,choleric state," etc, etc, a£E jrd, we are told, " very
strong evidence in favour of tbe use of Crotalus (or rattle-snake
venom)in cholera." But fancy the condition of tbe individual in
whoße inside the venomof the rattlesnake aid themicrobes of the
cholera shouldbe engaged in deadly combat. O'-her curious matter
is also contained in the Gasette. The health and safety that lie ia
the venomof the rattle-snake, however, seem to us for the moment
sufficient.

Personal experience,nevertheless, goes for something in meat
cases. Our own impression of homoeopathy wasearly received. One
d»y very many yearsago, ithappened that onour arriving at a cer-
tain house we found the family in commotion. An antidote wag
urgently needed, and some fuss wasbeing made in its preparation.
There wasapatient, whom we did nob see, but wboae state weheard
described. Her eyes were projecting, her face purple, and her head
in agony. Belladonna

—
not as yet rattle-snake venom

—
was if we

recollect aright, the cause— improperly administered, nodoubt, tbe
homot)pathiet will say. Early impressions, we say,remain, and, on
the whole, we, for our part, prefer medicines that, at worst,areharm-
less. Itmay be as well after all to take your rattle-Bnaka in the
way nature has Appointed, or even to let your cholera microbe do his
work unassisted by an opponent.

On tbe other hand wehad itonce, on an assurauce that seemed
reliable

—
the pledged word of a Bchoolboy

—
which webelieved at tbe

time, and have since seenno reason to doubt— that he had himself
swallowed a whole fist full of mixed globules without experiencing
any effect whatever

—
not even by taste. The Doctor (D.D.not M.D.)

hadbeen called away,leaving tbe claes ranged around bis desk,and
bis desk open. Withinit were the vials in temptingarray,and who
Bhould swallow the contents wholesale became the question. Itwas
solved as we have said. One globule, perhaps, was antidote to
another— or all together were of tbe nature of bread pills. Battle-
snakes, at all events, remained so far unmedicinal.

Alphonse Daudet, the famouß writer, who recently paid a visit to
London,has notexplained tbe impressions received by him there in a
manner agreeable to British vanity. Indeed he has gone Borne way
towardsbringing discredit in the Perfide Albion on French politeneee.
The ladies themselveshavecomeunder thi* laßb of bis disapprobation,"Not only is tbe Englishwoman cot handsome in feature," he says,
"but there ia nothing seductive inher physic il form, and, moreover,
she is an utter stranger to elegancy and good taste." The pretty
women,it is said, voted the Frenchman abore. JFinc ilia lachrymce.
Rude expressions,like that quoted,nevertheless, do not tend to pro-
mote good feeling between the countries. The judgment of Paris,
withmodifications and variations, remains generally suggestive.

Two ladies still survive, at the ages respectively of 92 and 86,
who were present at the ball in Brussels the night before thebattle
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