
amongst the English democracy. However great this difficulty ia
there is consolation in the fact that greater obstacles and difficulties
more serious in their naturehavebeen overcomeby the Irishpeople
in their fight for national independence. What Ireland has done
before she is fully prepared todo again untilher sacred rights are
duly acknowledged andrespected, untilher nationalaspirations are
completely satisfied.

Bat there is one great hereditary enemyof Ireland, one great
difficulty that hasnot been yet overcome— the evilof dissension.

Dissension alwayshas been,andia to-day Ireland'sbittereat and
most malignant enemy, an enemy that almost invariably appears
shrouded in the cloak of patriotism, in which circumstance consists
its chief malice.

The proverbial "Kilkenny cats
" never fought with more

vigorous determination todestroy each other than the Irish Parlia-
mentary representativesof to-day.

Just at the time whan we were wi hin measurable distance of
the promisedland, at the verydawn of political freedom the historic
enemy reappears in its vicious capacity of blasting the hopes of oar
suffering country.

Itis deplorable in the extreme that apeople so faithful, «o loyal
and genercus,s&ould to at the mercy of a gang of factious politi-
cians, the greater number of whom, trading upon public confidence,
care very little about the real interests of those whom in honour and
justice they arebound torepreseut.

What apolitical farce they aremaking of a cause which ought
tobe as dear to them as life itself, and that to the infinite delectation
andcomfort of their deadly foes.

For the past three or four yearsat least, they have been simply
representing their own personalgrievances, aad have monopolised
tbe publicPress to parade before a suffering people their own petty
jealousies,

They may be go:d politicians, they are not patriots.
There will not ba much harshness found in the statement that

among the Irish Memberß of Parliament the number of patriots is
very limited. Politics inour day ara too practical for patriots.

We find men styled patriotic who are eaten up withselfishness,
and intoxicatedwith blind personalamb;tion. Theyare the enemies
of the Irish movement,as they are the pest of every society.

Their ownglory ia the idol of their lives— an idol worthy of all
sacrifice. Tbe almighty and all-absorbing self is tha great landmark
that directs their course through life. They see it reflected in every
undertaking they arecalled upon toengage in.

It isaingul ir,too, thatthoie so-called loveraof their c inntry are
loud in disclaiming unworthy motives in their political aotionß.
What hypocrisyI

[We »ro not responsible for theopinions expressed byour Correspondents.]

THE SITUATION IN IRELAND.

TO THE EDITOB N.Z. TABLET.
Bir,— The result of theImperial Parliamentarygeneral elections

does not containmuch upon which Irishmen might be congratulated.
Every true loverof Ireland,every honest HomeRuler, must hold

in supreme contempt and brand with his indignation all and every-
thing thathas been instrumental in bringing about that result,

With regard to the questionof Home Rule twopoints for prac-
tical consideration cannot be lost sight of, these are, first tue vast
Conservative majority, andsecondly, more vast still in their conse-
quences, the lamentable dissensions among the Irish Party. As to
the first noone will attempt to minimise the seriousness of its effect
upon the Irish National struggle, one cannot close his eyes to tbe
meaning of tbe sadden and decisive change of political feeling
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ing the peace of Europe. France and Germany mast respectively
keep aloof, itis implied, so that these powersmayplay the part of
holding one another incheck.

Inao article on recent banking returns, the West Coast Times
concludes with a sentence which will scarcely find favour in some
banking quarters:— "Of theNew Zealandbanks theNationalBeems
tobe the most progressive and is evidently meeting with the most
general favour."

The Rev JosephCook, an Armericandivine, who lately visited
this Colony from Sydney, on returning the other day to that city,
gave rather an indifferent account of our political situation. The
effect of State Socialism, an anwiae use of his political
power by the working man, and a disposition to rely unduly on
the Government, he said, made capital shy, or drove it away,
the Colony's great want too, namely population, was hinderedby the
determination of the working man to prevent immigration. The
poll tax,however,of which Mr Cook alsomade mention, ia proposed
only for Asiatics, and this is a matter with which, ia his own
country, the rev gentleman cannot have been unfamiliar. What, it
would be interesting to know, was his attitude towards tht anti-
Chineseagitation in the UnitedStates, and what werehis motives for
it?

Correspondence.
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FOR BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES
GO TO

BROWN, EWING & CO.
DW* New Goods b> every Steamer, "^fl

■"" NOW READY!**!

KIRKPATRICK'S
GOLD MEDAL,

BRAND "X "
BRAND

NE^V SEA. S O N'S JAM.
APRICOT CONSERVE, inglass jars(21b nett weight) IRASPBERRY JAM, inglass jars (21b nett weight)
NECTARINE „ � » IFfcED CURRANT JELLY, instone jars libnettweigh.)

PEACH CONSERVE, in glass jars (21b nett weight)

Theabove aremade with this Season's FRESH Fruit andboiled withina few hours after being gathered and retain the FULL
FLAVOUR and COLOUR of theFruit. They are the MOST DELICIOUS and WHOLESOME

Preserves in themarket.

S. KIRKPATRICK & c67~Manufacturers, NELSON.


