Friday, August 2 1845
R

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

27

PIANOS |

ORGANS |

PIANOS

A4 2 XTI ST YT 2 2 2 2 22 2}

The Largest and Best-Assorted Stock in New Zealand to select from at

WHOLESALE PB&CES FOR CASH,

ON THE ONE, TWO OR THREE YFEARS HIRE SYSTEM,
FROM 20s MONTALY.

DESIG NGB,

PEICES ANRD TERMSB8 POBT FREE,

OUR BHEET MUSIC DEPARTMENT I8 THE MOST COMPLETE IN THE COLONY.
CATALOGUES POST FREE ON APPLICATION,

THE

DRESDEN PIANOFORTE MANUFACTURING AND AGENCY COMPANY
29 sod 81 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN.

J. A, X, RIEDLE, Manager,

passing of the Home Rale Bill through the British Homse of
Commons.

It would appear that a vast maltitede of the people of Great Britain
gave to Gladetone the hononrable post which Ssrgeant Bagmet in
* Barnaby Rudge " gave to his jawsl of a wite, viz, that of thinking
for him and expressing his opinion on avery subject of discomsion,
‘When Gladstons was convinced, they were convinced, When Glad.
atons retired they {all at onoce into disorder,

Gladstone's successor has proved a political mnddler, and by his
Inexplieable conduct in retiring when he shonld have dissolved Par-
liament he baaded the key of the situation tothe wary Consarvatives,

A distingnished Protestant writer has said that if Leo XIII were
twenty years younger he would reform the world, Ia it too much to
say that if Gladstone wete twenty years yonngor he wonld forea the
Libers! programme throogh sll the opposiog barriers of old fogeyism,
veated {nterests, and blue blood, till tha British Empire wounld stand
out freed from the stsins of hereditary injustice, and appear amongat
the nations of the earth reepectable and respected 7

Araongat the Irish Parliamentary Party who have done yoeman
service for their conatry the nrme of Michas! Davitt justly occupied
ao honoured place,

The son of an Irish tenant farmer evicted from his bolding
whan Michael was still a child, he tasted the bitter draught of land,
lord tyranay and injustice almost at his entrance into thia world of
to moil.

Fotced by straitened circumatances to work in a factory for his
living while still a boy, ha met with the mccident thal deprived him
of his right arm. Reverses had upon his indomitable nature the
effect of spurring him on to renewed efforts to master the problem
of life. The memory of the ruthless act of injustica by which ha
and hie family had been hurled on the roadside for non-payment of
An impossible reat, burned ite way into hig soul, and his fixed re-
solve ta lebour with all his powers for the extirpation of land-
lordism, root sad branch, out of Ireland, was made with an {otensity
and earnestnees that never knew relaxation in sll bia after career.

Ever longiog to be of service to the island home of big lava, he
joined that movement which in the sixties filled ihe YyOUDE genera-
tion in Ireland with hopes of the dawn of & brighter day, and which
&t the same time spread digmay and terror amongst the hereditary
enemies of his native land. They were the men of whom it was
eaid “ They loved their country, not wisely but too well,”

!
Davitt paid & heavy penalty for the erime of loving the land of

his fathers, a4 the gloomy portals and frowning walls of England's
penal prisona can well testify. But the jong and weary years speot
fn the convict’s garh, and in association with the vilest specimens of
British humanity, bad upon the refined mnd sensitive naure of
Davitt the effect of drawing out all tbe latent philosophy with
which patore bad lavishly endowed bim, No bock in modern
times har created such a sensation as Michael Davitt’s * Leaves from
& Prison Diary,” It raised the ex.convict to a position amongat
contemporary litterateurs only equalled by the atatos he at once

sttained amonget the philauthiopista and social reformers of the
ninetesanth century.

And this book was one of the results of the eatas'rophe that
deprived Davitt of hia liberty but could not chain the noble intellect
that G od had given him, No man in this world who hae succesded
in winniog the appsose and bonoar of hig fallows, whether for
literary, military, forensie, political, or wmercautile success, akes
more pride in hie laurels than does vichael Davitt tn tha memory of
his chaing and servitede endured for the unfiltering love of his
sative land, With him the words of the post are scmething more
than mere inane sentiment where he BAys—

“ ¥ar dearer the grave or the prison,
Tllnmed by one patriot name,
Than the trophies of all who have risen
Ono liberty's roin to fame,”

Bince his eotry in'o public life at Home, Davitt has distin-
guished himself by his devotion to the cause of the Irish tenant
farmera, For their benefit he fouaded the Land League which
proved fo effectusl in combiniog &ll denominations of the farming
clage in the Old Land, and no man hsd yat seriously charged Mr Davitt
with mercenury motives in giviog his brilliant services to the oaunse
of hig faith mnd fatherland. T say advieedly faith, for the two are
inseparably bound up in the hearta of Irishmer, and bo better
Catholi¢ or more devoted son of Holy Qburch has drawn in with his
mother’s milk that abiding and ineradicable affection for tha faith of
Bt Patrick which mark his spiritual childran all the world over,

LE proof were wanting of the esteem in which Irish ecolesisatica
hold Davitt, it was abundaatly given in the Southwark division of
London in several ot the large towns of Enpgland aad Scotland apd
by zot a few in various parta of Irelsnd quite recently,

Now that Davitt is about to hooour ouor adopted land with s
vigit, ia it not a foragone conclusioa that his countrymen bere and all
who reapect honoar, ¢onsisteacy, and talent will rise to give him sach
8 welcome as will leave pleasint memoriss of the land of loveliness
in tbe southeru asas to cheer him on the time to come in the hard,
up-hill work that he and his ¢)lleagues have before them? To doubt
for 4 moment that the Irishmen in New Z:alead will give Michael
Davitt & hearty and & glorioas * ceud mils failte " would ba to insult
their intelligence and discredit their patriotism.—I am, ete,

JAMES O'NEILL,
Catholic Presbytery, Milton,

MR DAVITT ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION
————

M= DA¥ITT in lecturing at Bydney on Monday evening the 8th inat,

ia thus reported by the Freeman's Journal ;—

Mr Davitt, who had a tremendous reception, the whole aadience
rising and cheering, began his address by an allusion to the too great
importance atiachad by friends of the Home Raule cause in Australia
to the gplit in the party as It exists at tbe present time in Treland,
and said that there was a tendency to attach (oo much importance to
the recent deieat of the Home Rule movement by the action of the
House of Lords, What did a defeat more or less mean top CAUBO
like Home Bule? It bad suffered many defeats during the last hun-
dred years, and it had survived them, snd wonid trinmph in the end.
Bpeaking of the new Unioniet Ministry, which had “ 5o uonecesearily
alarmed you here,” Mr Davilt eald : Lord Balisbury and the Duke of
Devonehire are the nominal leaders of the perty, bat Mr Balfour and
Mr Chamberlain will be the active factors in the opposition to Home
Bule. Well, we have fought Mr Balfour bafore, and we are prepared
to fight him again (cbeers). He hag tried coercion once (langhter),
He filled Tullamore gaol with his opponents ; bat those of them who
did not dis wndergoing that ordes!, are to the front again (lond
cheers) and every one of them will be prepared to go to Tallamore
gaol sgain—if Mr Balfour it politically foolish enough to try that
experiment again (cheers), I do pot think be will, and, what is more,
I believs that he wonld honestly desirs, so fAr as he is congerned
himself, to avoid a resort to a cvercive policy in Ireland (bear, hear),
I may be wroog in my estimate of the leader of the conlition partyinpthe
Houseof Commons, I may perhaps be a little too generons, bat I have
studied his character very closely, both in the House of Commons and
outside, during the last three or four years, and I am convinced that
when he discoverr, ae Mr Gladstone discovered, thal foree is ne remedy
for the government of Ireland, and that the Irigh people are not going
to be bribed by emall concessions into relinquishing their demand



